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ami  often  when  I  have  heeii  left  alone  in  the  eveninjis. 
and    have    felt    tht>   chilliness   of    nijiht    c'iepj)ing   ( 
niv  tho.it^'hts  have  turned  to  the  warm  grass  hut 
on 


r  native  caretaker,  which  stood  in  the  coniponn 


.some  two  hundred  yards  away.  The  niiddle-aged 
couple,  who  had  charge  of  the  place  during  our 
alisence,  were  clean,  intelligent  people,  and  I  knew 
well  that,  if  1  went  to  them,  I  should  receive  a  waiin 


dc 


m\  an  invitation  to  a  seat  on  their  mat 


welcome,  a 
l)y  the  fireside. 

Mv  first  visit  was  so  agreeable  that  1  was  tempted 
to  repeat  it  iiianv  times. 

The  house  consisted  of  one  room  of  fairly  large  size. 
The  fin>place  (tile),  on  the  floor,  was  formed  by  four 
logs  of  wood,  two  of  them  about  five  feet  and  anotlier 
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two  ;lh(i||t  tliivc  <....t  IoIim;  |,|,i,-,.,1  m  tlir  Ullddlc  ol  tli.' 
Ikmi'^c  iiihI  (Micldsirmr  ;,  s|)iir('  ill  wliich  tlic  lire  l)iini<.(l 
l>ril,'litlv.      Tiii>    liiv    \v;is   not    cdiiiposcd    of   scraps   (.t 

^^' I-   '"it^  •>*'  the  trunks  .,f  tliiv(>  trees,  well  seasoned 

iiiid  dried  l.y  the  sun  wlulst  still  in  the  forest  :  their 
three  ends  were  put  to^^ether  in  tlie  niidcHe  of  the 
tirephiee  and  hiirnt  with  a  steady  <.dow.  the  ivst  of 
the  trunks  often  luojeetin^r  o\.'r  the  mats  wheiv  the 
family  sat. 

riie  man  and  his  wife  took  one  side  of  t!ie  tirephiee. 

squatting  on  the  mat  :    tlie  other  siih'  was  carefiillv 

dusted  and  phieed  at  mv  disposah      The  ehl.T  ehihlreii 

of  the  family  were  usually  out.  the  younger  ones  in 

l>id:     that    is,    thev    were    lying   asleep   on    the    tloo! 

ijohind  their  parents.      The  g(,od  people  had  finished 

their  evening  meal,   the  dav's  duties  were  over,  and 

thev    wore    amicahly    inclined    for    a    long    (diat.       I 

think  1   was  the  in(»st   restless  meml)er  of  the  party, 

not    heing    accustomed    to    the    squatting    position. 

I  tried  sitting  on  the  (>nd  of  (,ne  of  the  Imrning  lous. 

which  p!oj(>cted  from  the   lireplaee.  hut  the  liigh<.r  I 

went  the  more  smoke  I  got  :    for  no  nativ.'  house  has 

tho  luviirv  of  a  chimnev  ;    so  down    I    went  afam  in 

trii(>  .South  Sea   Ishiid   fashion. 

Our  conversation  had  of  necessitv  a  verv  limited 
range.and  yet  there  iicner  seemed  to  he  anv(Mnl)arrass- 
iiig  breaks  or  pauses  in  it.  so  far  as  I  can  rememl)er. 
We  talked  of  "  I'eretania  "  (Britain),  the  white  man's 
laiul.  and  in  turn  mv  friends  related  many  int. 'resting 
and  often  strange  stories  al.oiif  themselves  and  tlieir 
adventures.  f)nce.  when  the  husi.and  told  me 
ol  his  haxing  heeii  without  food  durinu  a  whole 
month.  !  asked  him  to  tell  m.-  all  the  <|e'tails  of  his 
''H(l    his    fri.Mids'    (wIk.iii    I    also    knew)    (Experiences, 
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,,,„„,,.    ,    ,„„.,    uf    <l:i|.wrrck    au<l    .lisnstor.     Other 
v;mi^  Inlluuvd  until  we  -..t  on  t..  tlie  sul.jcct  ot  tolk 
,,„.,,   ^,,,,1   ,,„,,.nt    n.itivc   liistorv.      Miinv   and   Muaiiit 
,,,■  th.'  St. Mi.-    1    hav  sm       heanl    l-oth  at   l.itu  and 
Tv,.;,,   tli..UHl:   mv  apjx'tit.'   was  ti.st    whott.-.l    at   tlie 
httrr   i.lac.-.      It    was   .iften    lu'cessarv   t..   ."xcirise  a 
littl..    .lis.ivti.M,    111    tla^s..    In.MHllv    cluits.      However 
ahsurd  som.'  ..t  tl:.'  stories  inijiht  ai)i)ear.  1  knew  tl.at 
i,  1  li.luuled  tlu'iu  in  the  l.'ast  I  sliouhl  not  .uilv  ?ive 
,,ty,Mi(e.    hut    sa.llv    restri.t    the    ont])ut    of    iurther 
inf.irniation.      I     thereh.re    listened    attentively    ami 
witli  a  jzrave  fa.'e  t.i  the  most  impossible  stories,  m 
which  it" was  ..niv  too  evident  they  themselves  partly 
iH.li.'v.'.l  ;    .K.asionallv  telling  one  of  (.ur  own  tables 
t,,    .rive    them    e..ntidenee.     Sometimes    the    events 
narnited  were  so  ridieulouslv  impossible  that.  thiid<ing 
I   had  misunderstood  the  drift  of  my  friends'  words. 
I   ventured  to  refer  to  theii'  ,mprol)al)ility .     ( »n  such 
.Hcasions.  if   1   asked   for  further  exi)lanation.  1    was 
invariablv  tohl.  with  perhaps  a  shade  less  of  alfability 
than  before,  that  there  was  no  explanation,  they  had 
related  it  just  as  their  fathers  had  tohl  it.  an.l  exactly 
as    their    gran.lfathers    ha.l    received    it    from    their 
;,„rest..rs.  wh..  believe.l  all.  and  (h.ubted  nothing. 

It  was  .)nlv  after  much  hesitation  an.l  under  a 
.nuwiim  s.Mis.'  ..f  the  value  ..f  the  information  whi.'h 
was  ura.luallv  accumalating  in  mv  miii.i.  s.M-..nde.l 
bv  tlu'  eiuM.uiagement  .>f  a  frien.l  interested  m  folk- 
h,iv.  \n  wh.mi  I  ha.l  relate.l  some  ..f  the  stories,  that  1 
v.-ntuie.l  \n  entertain  th.-  th..ught  ..f  writing  a  small 
bo,,k.  witli..ur  aiiv  ..ther  .pialilicati..ns  for  its  pnulue- 
ti...i.  Of  ..ne  thing  1  am  .pnte  certain,  namely,  that 
nui.-h  ..f  th.-  kn..wle.lue  I  hav.'  gain.-.l.  in  the  un<'..n- 
scMn..nal    manner    ivhTiv.l    t..    ab..ve.   will   be    .lUite 
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uiDhtaiuahlo  after  the  preset  M..nerati..n  has  passed 
away.  Kven  durinir  the  few  vears  i„  which  I  have 
been  e..ll(>cting  material  for  this  \v„rk,  niv  „H.st 
reliable  informants  have  heeome  t(M.  fe,.'  ;,..  thiciK'h 
the  weijiht  of  advaiUMiifr  years,  to  l,e  of  aiiv  fuitluT 
help. 

ill  translatin^r  and  narrating  the  rpiaint  folk-lore 
stories  mclu.led  in  th..  volume.  I  ,un  .sensible  of  the 
fact  that  one  needs  to  be  endowed  |ar<relv  with  the 
poetical  and  arti.stic  spirit,  .so  as  to  lo.sc  as  little  as 
may  be  of  their  local  colouriiijr ;  it  .seem,  almo.st 
inii)os.sible  that  anyone  short  of  a  Longfellow  could 
render  them  with  that  si.btl.'  charm  with  which  a 
native  storv-teller  manages  to  embellish  them.  Time 
was  of  little  consecpience  to  the  skilled  raconteur. 
In  his  soft,  dreamy  voice,  .seated  amidst  the  scenerv 
ol  his  domestic  life,  he  tells  his  storv  in  his  own 
quaint  and  iniinitablc  stvle. 

If  he  wishes  to  tell  you  of  a  man  who  took  a  Ion..- 
journey  li..  will  say,  -  11,.  went  went  went,  until  he 
arnve.l  at  "  such  a  place  "  :  then  h..  went  went  went  - 
(kola  tro  ti.Mn.  tr.,):  until  vou  .seem  to  see  the  tra  viler 
getting  farther  and  farther  and  farther  awav.  and  as 
the  narrator's  voice  b(.comes  slow.'r  and  h.wer  the 
traveller  disappears  in  the  dim  di.stance. 

Ill  the  foll.,wiug  pages  I  have  ende.ivouivd  to  put 
iHV  readers  in  close  touch  with  L.naltv  Island  native 
•ii'Mitahtv.  Xo  man  IS  reallv  able  to  know  the  inner 
workings  and  motives  of  another  mairs  .-onduct. 
Hut  it  we  under.stand  his  surroundings  which  deter- 
>i'""'  Ins  thoughts  and  a.tions.  we  mav  perhap.^  be 
^"'*'  '"  '"••'II  a  good  i.h'a  of  hischara.'ter  ami  the 
place  he  occupies  in  th(>  human  <(  ale. 

Tom.     ,t   hasalwavs  been  a  surpris.-  to  discover  in 
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iNTr.()i)i(  rioN-    i.iir,  rvi:.\.  (iH'ci.n 

OF    I'lniiKS  * 

I'l  is  now  iH(ii'(>  than  tliiitv  vears  since  mir  arrival 
in  the  I^<ivalt\  (Jioup  of  Islands,  and  my  iiist  iin- 
pivssions.  as  our  hoat  divw  ncai-  the  ro(k-l)<)Uiid  coast 
of  Lifu.  arc  somctliinj^  to  1)1'  rcnuMulxM'cd.  ("rowdsof 
half-naked,  wild-looking  people  weie  assembled  to 
meet  us.  manv  of  the  men  liavinji  l<»ng.  yellow  hair 
hangiiit;  over  their  Inown  necks  and  shoulders.  .My 
heart  sank  within  ine  as  I  ol)served  theii' jiestieulations 

*  The     l.it'iian     lain.'iia>;r     in     rninmini    with     tlir     Dtlicr    three 
l.iiiL:iiiit.'c>     i.t'    the     l,(i\alt\     (;iiiii|i    IS    >ij|i|iii-.ci|    til    he    writtni 

|i||iillrt  irall\  .   ihr    I'nilt  illcril  a  i    \n\\rl   Milllnl--    lirillL'    ll>ii|    t  llll  Ul^'l)- 
I'lit.       riir  \ii\vi'ls   (■   ami    'I.    liiiucviT.    Iia\  iutr    imcIi    at    li>a~t    tun 
lii^tiiirt  siMiiiils,  arc  cxprfisi'd  in  I.ifiiaii.  thii^^ 
e  =  t  111'  --iHiiiil  1  it'  a  ill  say. 

e  =     ,.  •  in  mi-t . 

o  =     .,         ill  must . 

i'l  ..  1  ill  w  ■  iiil. 

'I'lir  riin-iiiiants  /  ainl  ...  nut    lia\  iiij.'  aii>   mi  i  csiKiuiiiliiig  siiiiini 
ill  l.ifiiaii.  lia\i-  linn  utilised  fur  dtlici  -.numU.  thus    - 
j   =  th  in  this. 
til    -     til   ill  tluiut'lit. 
V  is  iisr.l  ti  1   1  rprc-i'iit  a  --iiiinil  imt  kimwiiin    I'jiplisli,      It   niiiy 

li  2 


|.)it^liiiflBCn '^^  ■'nlll^^^l 

r  1    •  <  v-^ 

' 

Tin:   -M  \i,i    '   WIS  Ml;    .  i!i.\  II  I  ~    I  \    !  HI,    1  v  !,  LI     Tin:    iip.  ii 
\w:iu     rsKii  AS  si:c  i;i:t   hi  him.    ri.Ac  is   nu;   nil:   piah 
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,,„!  h.Mnl  thru-  un.-.nith  vl!i..-s.  "  Wliat  (hi  tl.oy 
„i,.im  '.  Wniil.l  the  |).'n|)l('  ivccivc  us.  or  wnv  they 
a„urv  that  we  lia.l  -laivd  t.)  (■...!;(•  ainoufist  Minn  f 
1  ln(',k(><l  at  nxn  cpiiiiiaiiicii  an  dd  iiiissioiiarv  who 
had  hvi'd  inauv  vcars  in  t!;.'  ishm.ls  and  Ins  placid 
iaco  and  seuMU'  sinil(>  di<l  nnich  to  ivassuiv  me.  even 
I,,,,,,,,.  !,(.  intniined  us  that  all  tlu'so  .huncnstrations 
w(Mv  m  nur  h<m.iur.  and  that  the  yvisyW  were  dcli-htod 
that  we  had  aiiivcd. 

Th..  niomtMit    our   tect    touch.Ml   the    rocks,  wdling 

hands   were  stretched   forth   to   hel))   us.   and   crowds 

iTjithered  ahout  us  aiixu.us  to  j.live  us  welcome.      They 

acrompamed     us    up    t..    the    nnssion-house  :      they 

,,nwded  al.out  th.>  v.uaudah  and  l)eeped  through  the 

windows.     One    old    ladv    was    so    overjoyed    at    the 

arrival   of   h.'v   fiiend     th.'   old    missionary     that   she 

iii>hed   into  the   room   where   we  were,  threw   herself 

nn  the  tloor  at   his  h>et.  r(>sted  h.u'  head  on  his  knees. 

and    iiave   wnt    to   a   series   of   dismal    wads.      Later. 

an  old  man.  scemui^lv  more  alTectionate  than  the  rest, 

walked  l.v  mv  side,  iioddinii-.  and  smiling,  and  pressing 

the  upper  part  of  mv  arm  lietween  his  two  hands.      I 

also  noilded   an<l   smiled,   and   secretlv  congratulated 

myself     that     1     scaicelv    reached    the    stamhird    of 

plumpness    that     1     underst.xHl    the    natives    of    the 

l„.,|,.~,  iiIm.I  a<aizuu:ir.il  /,.  Ilk"  th.'  S,,.i,l,  -.unul  ol  .1,  ml^-h. 
.,!■  tllc    llrllliu    l.-tti  1    II   [rhilli]. 

.  „  alua\-.~..iui.|.-.l  a-r/,  ii,  Cliavlr-;  71-  aKvav>  -niniUr.l  a< 
,,„  H,  ,|iial,l\  ;  /wniili.atr--  a  Pa^al  -/•  not  ra>iK  |H.mnM.uv.l  l.v 
I.  .iiiLaici-. 

In  thr  follnuin-  pat;.-,  uii.'iv  11. . I  ..thnwiM'  innit  miH'i  I.  natA-' 
u..iU-<  aiv  yisrn  Ml  l.ilMaii,  )la'  -inL'ular  iiuiiilin  l.nim  .■iiiplnx  . 'I 
ir  I  111'  ca^'  lit   noiiii-.  .    . 

lafuan  |.l,in,l.  air  tor .1  li\  |Mrl,Mn;;  t  hr  article  He  uv  nojci  t" 

,!„.  iii.ini  ;  IMaii  |.iurals  l.\  pi  vtiMn^;  ^)  jV ,  tii.- j  in  tlii>  lanniuifZc 
haviiiL.'  tlir  -aiiir  -iMiml  a-  in  |-aii_'li-li- 
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South    Seas  pivtcMvd  in  thoir  victiins,      1   had  vot  to 
l,.;nii  that  the  Lovaltv  Islanders  pnaidly  boasted  that 
thev  had  never  been  -luiltv  of  kilhnrr  and  eatinc;  either 
i,  Nvhite  man  or  woman.     Althoujrh  these  islands  are 
orilv    about    sixty    miles    from    New    Caledonia,    the 
natives  differ  in  man\   important  respects  from  their 
nehdd.ours    there.     The     Loyalty     Islanders    are    a 
huuditer-lovinfi  people,    whilst   the   New   Caledonians 
an  "of  a  sour  or  Millen  temper  :   tiie  Loyalty  Islanders 
have  ever  ha<l  a  ^reat  reverenee  for  their  old  people, 
wtiMvas,    I     am    told,    the     New    Caledomaiis     until 
,,  ,.nt   vears     took  their  aued   parents  to  the  top  of 
,„„.    of    their    h^trh    mountains    and   there    left    th-m 
with  foo<l  sutlieient  for  a  few  days  only.  ^ 

Lifu    is    the  largest   of    a    number  of  islands  ealleo 
,j„.'  I.nvaltv    (iroiip.      It    is    about    fifty    miles    long 
and  tweiitv-iive  miles  broad.     It  is  of  eoral  formatioi;, 
;,nd.  jud>.'ing  from  the  appearance  of  the  rocks  ah.ng 
the  eoast"(liungit).  it  wouM  seem  to  have  been   raised 
In  its  present  elevation  by  three  or    four  upiieavals. 
!l   i.  M.  scantilv  covered  with  a    light  red  soil  that  it 
wouhl   be  almost  impossible  to  find  a   square  acre  of 
land  on  which  a  plough  might  be  used.     There  is  often 
unod     rich   soil   in  the  deej)  holes  among  the   n.cks 
and  stuues.  which  the  natives  utilise  for  growing  the 
I'iu.mtic  taro,  banana.  an<l  yams. 
"There   are    no   mountains,    hills,    or   streams;    out 
the  island  is  saved  from  being  altogether  flat  by  the 
interesting    ridge   of     rocks    just     mentione.i.     about 
•_>(i(i  feet  high,  running  along  the  weather  side.    These 
locks  often  form  beautiful,  large  caves,  in   s(Mne  of 
which    may  be    found    deep    i>ools    of    fresh    water, 
also  numerous  columns  of  stalactites  and  stalagmites, 
whi<li  were  formerly  held  m  great  reverence  by  the 
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|)('(p|)lf.    iis   liciiij.'    the    al)(i(li'>   of    the    spirit--   ol    the 
(l»'j)ait('(|. 

The  siiuill  ('|(>\  ated  caM^s  (im  iiiciiit'iiyc),  on  the 
wcatlici'  side  of  tlif  roci^s.  wcic  \\>ri\  as  s(  (  ret  Imrial 
j)la(('s  for  the  drad.  To  avoid  the  discovery  of  these 
|»laces  of  interment,  the  liodv  of  the  (h'ceas' d  was 
taken,  iiv  two  oi-  three  friends,  at  night,  and  carried 
nianv  miles  in  a  ciicuitoiis  route,  hetore  heiiic  j)hiceil 
III  Its  hist  restiiig-phice  in  oi(hT  to  frustrate  the 
caniiiiial  |)i'o|)ensities  of  the  enemy  to  (h'vour  it. 

I'eoph'  hvinjf  near  tl'.ese  rocks  geneially  found  al)un- 
(htnce  of  fresh  water.  l)ut  otheis  hxing  at  a  distance 
had  to  suppiv  theinseKi's  in  \  aiious  ways.  Sometimes 
tliev  scooped  out  a  large  hole  (t'mann)  in  the  tiiiid<  ot 
a  leaning  |ialm.  and  alioxc  this  they  arrange(l  leaves 
ill  such  a  wa\'  as  to  guide  the  tiickling  streams  into 
the  ca\itv  lielow.  .\nimals  know  of  these  pools  ol 
watei'.  (^)iiite  recently  I  saw  a  dog  scramhle  up  the 
trunk  of  a  coconut  tree  much  in  the  same  way  as 
a  nati\-e  would  to  the  heiglit  of  three  or  four  le 't 
in  search  of  water,  iiut  finding  none,  he  tried  a  second 
tive.  and  half  disappeared  down  the  hole,  where  he 
remained  lor  some  time  (pienchiiig  his  thirst. 

Failing  this  su|)l)ly  of  watcu.  the  |)eople  were  olteii 
obliged  to  tiavel  manv  miles  in  search  ot  it.  and  then 
tocarr\-  it  home  in  dried  goui'ds  or  cah' hashes  (ge).  It 
might  have  lieeii  obtained  in  aiiv  |)art  of  the  island  1>\' 
lueaking  through  the  rock  to  a  depth  of  several 
fathoms:  hut  no  oiu'  knew  this,  and  llie  knowledge 
would  have  heen  of  very  little  use  to  them,  since  their 
<inly  tools  weie  small  stone  a.xes  (ze).  Now  that  crow  - 
hars  have  been  introduced,  and  cleanliness  isheconnng 
nioic  geiierallv  observed,  a  well  has  been  sunk  in 
everv   village,  at   a  depth  of  from  twelve  to  twenty 


I"  \M(».\(i    TIIK    .\.\TI\i:s               ,.,-.  , 

fatli-.tiis.  Tli.'M.  u;it.T  supplies  arc  tint   .ui   umiiixcd 

l)l<'>siiia,  liuuvvci.     (in     accuiint     of     ihr     insaiiitaiv 

liiiliits    (,t  the    iiativi's.    lui    cvcnoiif.    iiivsprctivf   (if 
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disease  or  dirt,  may  c  inc  and  lower  liis  own  bu(  ket. 
We,  ourselves,  when  wearv  and  thirsty,  have  refused 
water   from   these    wells,    .sonietiines    liecause   of   the 
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li.ivc  hcanl  soon  afterwards  tliat  tfu' 
liutlv  (if  a  (Iccdiiiposcd  rat  has  hccii  hioiifjlit  to  the 
surface. 

Shnitlv  aftei-  diir  arri\al  at  Lifii  we  were  startled 
one  moiniii^  liv  liearin;:  Iniid  slioiitiujis  on  the  l)eaih. 
SeeiiiL'  the  iiati\es  mshiii<r  ahout  in  an  e.\eited  maiitier, 
we  felt  cunviiieed  that  suiiiethiri},'  unusual  was  al)()Ut 
tn  li,i|ii)en.  Ouf  atteiitidii  was  soon  direetP'i  to  the 
cMi'^e  of  the  cnniiuotion.  .\w.iy  out  on  the  horizon 
was  to  lie  seen  a  fleet  of  native  eatioes  (he)  appioaelnn^ 
the  i>land.  ju^t  in  the  same  mannei-  as  war  eanoes 
would  a|i|iro;ii  h   when  boiit  on  an  invasion. 

A-  thev  drew  nearer,  it  was  evident  tliat  tliey  were 
crowded  with  men  only,  thouirh  as  yet  no  (dul)s  or 
spears  or  ottier  instruments  of  native  warfaie  were 
discernilde.  At  length  the  foremost  craft  came 
'ilidinjf  swiftiv  into  the  little  boat-cove,  and  .several 
savage  lookinti  men  leapt  ashore,  exclaiming  in  great 
e.Kciteinent,  "Where  is  our  nussionary  '  We  have 
come  to  fetch  our  luissionarv."  They  proved  to  he 
nati\es  of  I'vea  ;  and  so  this  was  their  ])eaceful 
errand.  Thev  had  heard  of  our  arrival  from  the  crew 
of  the  small  trading  schooner  which  had  brought  us 
fiom  New  Caletloiua.  and  had  concluded  that,  as 
Lifu  had  a  missionary,  and  I'vea  had  none,  we 
had  coin«>  with  the  intention  of  settling  amongst 
them. 

We  a.ssuied  them  that  we  hoped  to  be  their 
mis>^ionaries.  but  that  our  instructions  were  to  remain 
at  Lifu  for  some  months  before  beginning  our  regular 
duties.  Un  hearing  this  they  showed  the  utmost 
satisfaction.  'i'hey  assured  us  that  they  would  wait 
and  accomjiany  us  to  om  fuaire  home.  We  nuldly 
protested    against    the     intended     honour  ;      ch.ietly 


'-  Winxc    TilK    .\.\TI\KS  ,.,,  , 

'"■<^ii'-<'  til''  piuvHh.nm^'  .,1  so  |;,,L'.'  ;i  nml,  u,,.  ,, 
MTi.-us  pn.l.lrni.  W..  fherHun.  ,,,^..,1  thn,,  fu  ,vt,.,n 
■""'  ^^'"f  '-""^  ■'<  I 'v.'.  Tl„.vsl,..w,.,l  vrrv  ,.u,r..„t 
iv,.-..,,!-^.    Ii.,wrv..i.    lu,     tli.-ir    ..\vn    sni.r^r,.sti,u,:    ^.nu\ 

Ii'hIiiI;:  tlicv  U,.,r  ;,.|,;,,„..,|  t.,  rrtUfll  Wltllu.lt  11-  ^u- 
l"'hlr..,|  tiMMM  tu  cnnvry  sm,,„.  of  ,„,,•  ,,,.,•>  ui  tn,„r,| 
pn.visiuMstnth.-irnu,,  ishuH I .  as  a  jr,nua .it.M'  t lu t  ^^r 
'•'■'■t^milv  ilitrn.l,.,!  In  |,,|i,.u.  \,ra.nu^  thru,  al>u  tu 
|iic|)aic   toi'  (.III-  anixal. 

''''"■'■     '•'■l"'''"itlv     a-i I     tu     this     ,„u,M,>al.     ainl 

>taitr,|  ,,|i  ,,nc  line  iii<,Miin;r  with  a  fair  wiiul.  |„,t,.r 
I"  'I"'  ,hiv  thr  um,|  chaiiur,!  ;  aii.l  w..  alteruanis 
''■'""'''    "'■"    '"    ''I't.'nim    th..    pass    II, tu    the    Cvraii 

'"-'""^    '""^f    "'    «'"■   '-^H s    urn-   capM;.,.,!.    a.ul    ,,ur 

'■asc^  uviit  ,h.\vM  in  lour  or  livt"  lathuins  uf  water 
llourvr.  uhcii  ur  arriv,.,|.  rh.vo  months  hiter  uv 
l<;"n.!  :ill  sal...  an.l  h.Jr  ihr  wurse  fur  the  uvttino. 
I  vea  IS  a  Ion-,  san.lv.  crcscMit-shape,!  island,  al.uut 
thirty  miles  hmn  aii.l  fnan  tliive  to  live  miles  across. 
'I'li.Te  r.  a  rnl.ir.'  uf  rocks  on  the  weather  side  >in„|ar 
'"  ^'"'^•'  "^  ''I'"  («"'ll<''l  -ra^r  l,v  tiM'  rveaiiS  laif 
"""■''  '"^^■••'■-  ^^l"l^^  ""  the  lee  "side  a  \u,v  .andv 
'•"a«-li.  studde,!  uith  my.iads  of  .sea-shells,  furm.  the 
mai.iin  of  a  l.eaiitiful  la^r,,o,i. 

A  wide  emi.aiiknu'.it  alunit  fcintoen  feet  aln^ve 
s.-a-lcvel  runs  paiallel  with  tlie  soa.  and  un  this  must 
"it  the  Inaises  are  liiiilt. 

Kaither  inland,  the  land  slopes  ajrain  tu  the  l,.ve| 
ot  the  sea  :  and  there  we  liud  a  large  swamp,  extendin-r 
lor  many  nules.  which  i.s  the  breeding  place  of  |eg,uns 
ot  mos(|uit()es. 

Tins  swamp,  with  the  sandy  soil  an.l  mvna.l>  ,.f 
dea.l  shells,  in,li..,t,.s  that  Tvea  was  at  one  time 
an  atull. 
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TIm'  uIhiIc  ishiiil  IS  so  Hat  .iiiil  Inw  that  nttfii  in  tlif 
tii^'lit.  as  the  ;^icat  wa\fs  tlimiilrrcd  .iii  llif  IhmcIi, 
I  li  i\.'  liffii  lilli'il  with  (In-ad  lest  tliry  sliuiild  Idcak 
thimiL'h  their  slciuh'r  lianitT  of  sainl  ;  and  that  ii 
tidal  \va\i'  >liuuld  s\V('c|)  over  tln'  ciiiliaiikiiiciit , 
iiiuiidatr  the  lai^c  swatiip.  ami  Icavi-  iidthini;  luit  mill 
and  (h'Mihit  mil  ht-hitid. 

Ill  s|iitr  of  this  tlatiir».  the  i>land  is  wvv  licautifiil  ; 
thr  late  ('a|)tani  Tiir|ii('.  of  the  London  Missionary 
Socictv's  liai(|U('  the  "  John  \\'iliiain>.  "  has  liccn  heard 
to  sa\-  that  I'vca  was  the  |iivtti('st  ishind  in  the 
South  Seas  :  and  as  one  >ails  up  tlie  hi<;oon,  all  ali\(' 
with  tisli.  studded  on  the  one  liaml  liy  nunieious 
Miiall  i>lands  and  mi  the  other  1)V  miles  and  miles  of 
^litteiinu  white  sand,  liacked  liv  dark  eid\f.v  i,|  palm 
ti'ee>,  one  luiiiht  almo>t  imaj:ine  he  was  neaiin<.'  the 
>hores  ot  Arcadia. 

W'e    s|ient     r\i<\[\     hapji\-     v'ea is    on    this    island    ol 

I'vca.  and  then  the  London  .\li»ioiiarv  Society 
<lecided    that    we   >liould   add    to  our   work    the   >iipei- 

\i>ion  of  a  |)ait  of  the  island  of  Lifu.  and  the  training: 
colleL'e  there  for  native  pastois.  (Later  our  work  was 
aL'.iiii  extended,  and  the  whole  of  Lifu  cami'  under 
our  care.) 

This    iiece.ssitated    our  removal   to    T-ifu.  to  whicli 

the     I'veairs    stron<ilv    objected.      We    a-sured     them 

that  we  should  .still  be  their  missionaries  and  would 

vi^it  them   fiiMpieutlv. 

'riie\-  arjiued  that  the  Lifuans  had  li.id  a  missionary 

much    longer    than    they    had.    and    were    thei'efore 

fietter   alile   to   stand   alone.     ""  Besides. '"   said    tlu\v. 

■■  whocNei  lieard  of  a  father  leaving  liis  youngest  cluld 

to  struifd''  <"i  alone,  whilst  he  went  awav  to  look  after 

the  eklcst  (  " 
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Hilt     flic    ti.lf     hail    (r,„|,.    fulfil,    J, I, I     w,.    |,,,,tr(|     uitli 

tiliich  sitii.T.'  xiiiMW  (III  hotli  si.|..>,  the  lAcms 
<Tvinjr  aloud  uikI  f<il.  .\\]\^r  ,,s  into  tlio  water  hoatin-' 
their  1  roasts  m  tlicir  i^reat   f;iict. 

After  we  haci  fiaiiied  some  familiaritv  wuh  the 
hingiia<;eand people,  we  snori  liegari  ti.lliid  out  \u.w  •  erv 
dilTereiit  were  their  ideas  and  traditions  fion r  own. 

Kol  e.\ainple.  the  perjilexinjir  ,|iiestlon  (,f  t!..' 
origin  of  life  s.'eins  to  have  ol.taiiied  a  simple  and 
complete  solution  in  their  minds.  Manv  will  tell  \mu 
that   their  antcstur,  like  Lonirfellow's  Wattawamat.* 

'"  was    Hot     Imni    iif    «  nin.lll, 

f^'"    ""     I    Mii.iintaiii.  Mt    night.  fr.Mii    an    u;,k    tr-o 
rncii   li\    liL'litiiiiin    ' 

The  people  of  the  village  ,,f  Inagoth.  Lifll,  tell  how. 
Ill  the  old  days,  a  huge  free  called  ■'  |>,,t  "  f,.||  to  tli.- 
ground  and  was  split  open.  Lving  along  the  inside 
of  the  trunk-  were  found  a  male  child  and  a  hird  : 
another  male  child  and  a  lizard  :  <till  another  male 
child  and  a  Miake,  and  tlie.^e  thre<-  children  hecame 
the  fathers  of  the  people  of  Iiiagotli.  (In  m,,st  of  tlie>e 
stones  the  moliierwarwift,.,!  dispel..,.,  with  altogether, 
and.  indeed,  who  was  she.  a  woman,  to  ],v  handed 
down  to  posteritv  '.) 

Another  .story  relates  Ii(,u  two  Lifiian  wom.-n 
were  fishing  from  the  rocks  wiien  they  di.stinctly 
heard  the  cry  of  an  infant,  hut  no  child  was  to  he  .seen 
m  the  neighbourhood.  Thoy  listened  and  watclied 
attentively,  and  at  length  they  ohserved  a  small 
twig  floating  ahoiit  in  the  water;  they  noticed,  al.so, 
that  whenever  this  twig  touched  the  rocks,  then' 
the    cry    was    heard.     .Meing    full    of    curiositv    and 
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ititfit'st,    tlit'V    tonk    'lie    twi).'    lioiiic,    and    toinul 

rolltiimril    tun   \\\.\\r   ctilldK'''         S'fill^',    iK.UOVtT,    tllilt 

tin-  twi^'  \\a<  fmiii  rm  l<i\i>wi\  Lifiiaii  trrr,  tliov 
(•••iicludi'il  that  It  iinist  have  driltod  fmni  the 
(lends,  and  thus  an  ahrn  race  was  introducod 
into  the  islaml. 

Some  Lifiiaiis  apiin  chiini  to  he  thf  d.'scondants 
oi  ..  man  caned  Nol.  T!iis  man  was  more  •■ntor- 
nrisinji  thati  tiis  nt'ii^hliiMirs.  and  h<'  (h'(id»'(t  to  make 
foi  himself  a  canoe,  and  it  should  ho  unlike  any  canoe 
ever  liiade  on  the  island,  lie  would  make  a  house  on 
dec';,  laiije  eiioUfzh  to  hold  himself  and  family. 
Moreovri.  he  Ix'fjan  his  work  on  a  lar^^e  open  {)lain 
(hnapapa).  not  only  nianv  miles  from  trie  .sea,  hut 
separated  from  it  l>y  the  high  ridge  of  rocks  already 
referred  to.  His  friends  thought  he  was  mad,  hut  m 
spite  of  their  jeering  remarks  he  worked  steadily  on 
until  the  vessel  was  tinisli<Ml  ;  after  which,  lie  and  his 
familv  ahoiit  ten  m  i.'imher  took  up  their  ahode 
III  her. 

Soon  after  this  a  tidal  wave  suept  over  that  part 
of  the  island,  rushed  over  the  r<K'ks,  swamped  the 
plain,  and  destroyed  all  the  peoj)le  living  in  the  village. 
X61  and  his  faniiiy  were  securely  shut  up  in  their  boat- 
house,  and  this  was  floated  in  a  westerly  direction 
for  about  ten  miles.  Here  they  might  have  met  with 
disaster  had  not  the  rocks  obligingly  op(Mve(l  and 
allowed  the  canoe  to  pass  through  into  the  open  sea. 

Manv  of  the  I'veans  give  a  very  graphic  account 
of  the  landing  of  their  forefathers  at  the  north  end  of 
I'vea,  from  Wallis  Island.  From  more  recently 
discovered  facts  it  is  evident  that  this  .stoiy  lias  a 
measure  of  truth  in  it. 

They  tell    us  that    many   years  ago  a   numlier  of 
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natives  of  Wall,.  |>l,,n.l.  u  liuli  \\vs  al)(,.it  (uir  th.Mis:,n,i 
miles  nortli-east  of  the  i.oyalty  ,on.u|).  were  makim. 
eanoes  with  their  ..idinaiv  native  axes,  made  from 
sharpened  stone,  and  lixcd  somewhat  insecurely  into  a 
wooden  handle,  Onv  of  tli.'sr  stones  working  loose, 
durinj:;  the  pi'occss  (,f  chopping  the  canoe.  Hew  out  and 
struck  the  <nn  of  the  chief.  The  workmen  were  tilleii 
with  horn.i-,  knowini^  that  their  own  lives  were  in 
danger.  Thev  therefdve  determined  to  llee  with  their 
wives  and  childicn.  As  ((uickly  as  possilile  they 
'■nibarked    m    two    canoes    that   'were    Ivmg    on    the 


heach.      As  t 


ic  >ec(,n(l  canoe  was  getting  under  wav, 


an  old  man  calh'd  to  them  fiom  the  heacii  and  said. 
■•  When  vou  get   iiirht   awav  from   the  land   vou  will 
no  doubt  notice  a  huge  fish  swimming  in  front  of  your 
•  anoe  :     f.,||,,u-    him   wherever   he   goes.     When   you 
approacli  a  distant  sla.re.  v,mi  will  see  the  leaves  of  a 
certain  m.iMiie  plant  tloatiim  mi  the  water.     (>!,.,. rve 
'■'"■^'''>    ■■"■  li>!'  :    if  h''  swims  m^nJ  the  leaves.  !,,|].av 
limi,  l>ut  nil  no  accent   land  there  ;    if  h,.  I,ai>s  nirr 
the  leaves,  tlieiiyou  may  land  with  thegreatest  safetv." 
Awav  they  went,  and  in  coiii-e  ,,f  time  thev  noticed 
a    large   lish    which   ccmstitiited   itself  their  guide.      In 
a   lew   more  days  they  sighf^l   lan.l.  and   soon  alter 
""ticed  the  particiila-  leaves  sp,,ken   ,,f.   floating  on 
the   water.     Careful  attention  was  now  given  to'^tbe 
nsh.  who,  t.,  th.Mr  great  delight.  /,„/,/  o/vr  the  leave.s. 
'''"'  l"'"l'    '"  '""•'■  l.nided.  and  made  tins  th.'ir  home 

•;'!*\,.''''"'''l    "»'  place-Cvea.-the  native  name    for 
Wallis  Island.* 

*  Vam. .„.„„.,. ,n,l.„a-, I,,   ,„„   u-u,,II^M,-or,luitl,  KM,„p..a„ 

.7;T     :;■■    '"'"■  '  ""'"  ^'""'^  '•  ""■"■  """  -'-i  - 

Udedomu  ••  .MaU.        Tl,,-  rv.an.  call  .h.u-  „v  a  ,>lan,l  ■■  la,,'  an.l 
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( »iH'  of  the  |i;iit\-  caiiifd  a  sin  ire  a  calaliasli  ((uitainiiifi 
liv>li  watri'.  and  laid  it  (Hi  the  <j;iiiund.  and  (Hi  that 
identical  spot,  sav  the  natives,  tliciv  -pian-z  up  a  well 
ot  tresh  watei'. 

Maiiv  \'eais  a<zo  a  pait\  ol  I'veans.  ainoimst 
whom  was  our  old  caietakei'.  were  woi'kin^'  on  board 
a  small  trading  vessel.  'I'hey  called  at  an  island  in 
the  New  Ilehrides.  and  found  tlie  natives  sjieaking 
the  laiiyua^e  of  the  north  en<l  of  Ivea.  (Mi  lieinf; 
(juestioived.  the  natives  told  the  ahove  story  ai)out 
the  axe  and  the  chief's  ><)n  :  Imt  they  said  not  a  word 
ahoiit  anv  tish  actinu  as  i_Miiile.  The.se  men  were 
prnhai.i.  the  descendants  of  those  who  es(  a])ed  in  the 
hi^t  canoe. 

.\1  the  juvsent  time  there  are  two  hig  chiets  lixiiii^ 
(jiiite  close  to  each  othei'  ,it  the  north  end  oi  I'vea  ; 
each  has  lii.s  ])re.scril)ed  territoiy.  and  each  lules  his 
own  subjects.  One  of  them,  tiained  Nickelo.  claims 
to  he  the  >;reatei'  chief,  because  his  ancestors  came 
fidm  Wallis  l>l,ind.  and  took  ])ossession  of  the  land, 
when  it  was  uninhabited.  The  other  chief  Hassett 
acknowled<res  this,  but  claims  that  //^y  ancestors  were 
boiii  m  the  place  :  and  to  prove  this  he  tells  the 
h'llowin<:  story.  An  Tvean,  taking  an  early 
mnrning  walk  in  a  lonely  part  of  the  island,  was 
surprised  to  hear  voices  in  the  bush.  He  gently 
pushed  aside  the  scrub,  and  saw  three  little  men 
sitting  on  a  loi'  of  wood,  n  liool  of  fiesh  water, 

lie  callt>d  to  them,  but  din  ley  heard  his  voice, 

tliev  iuni]>cd  into  tlie  water  and  disappearivl.  He 
waiteil  for  some  time,  hoping  to  (apture  them,  but 
he  saw  no  more  of  them  that  day.  Next  morning  he 
a'jain  visited  the  pool,  and  .is  thei'e  was  no  one  there. 


iie  arranged  the  logs  to  suit  his  own  purpose.     Thei 
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liid  himself.  Just  alxpiit  ^iimise.  one  tiiiv  iiiiin 
api  rod,  and  spatinjT  himself  on  the  log  heiian  to 
straighten  out  his  long,  fair  hair;  picsentlv  anotlier 
rnannikin  came  u])  out  of  the  water,  and  then  a  third. 
The  watcher  waited  until  they  were  all  eoinfortahlv 
seated  and  giving  their  whole  attention  to  their  toilet  ; 
then  he  suddenly  pushed  the  log  and  closed  the 
entrance  to  the  pool.  The  little  men  were  bewildered 
and  knew  not  where  to  Hy  for  safety.  The  man  spee(iilv 
drove  tlietn  in  the  direction  of  the  village,  the  smalle.st 
iinte  going  last.  The  first  two  (Wasau  and  Imene) 
presently  turned  aside  into  the  hushes  ;  luit  tinding 
no  way  of  escape,  returned  to  the  path.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  last  little  man  (Bahit)  had  hecome  first,  and 
as  he  I'an  towards  the  village  the  people  ciied  out  : 
"This  one  is  the  first,  he  shall  he  oui-  chiel.""  and 
thus  it  is  that  liis  descendants  of  the  present  day 
claim  to  be  the  real  chiefs  of  the  north  end  of  I'vea. 
The  descendants  of  the.^e  three  retain  their  original 
names,  ••  Baliit,  \Va>au.  .md  Imene."  the  two  l.ttter 
paving  tiibute  to  Hahit. 


CllAl'TKH    II 
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The  Lovaltv  Islanders  inifilit  lank  ainoiijist  tlie 
haiulsdiiio  ia(('s  of  the  earth,  weie  it  not  for  their 
thick  lips  and  disteiiiled  Jiostrils,  and  even  these 
features  aie  not  nearlv  so  pronounced  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Afiican  nefjro. 

Their  soft.  Iai<fe.  hidwn  «>ves  :  glossv  l)lack,  wavv 
hair  :  white,  pearly  teeth,  and  the  various  depths  of 
lich  liiown  colour  of  theii  skin,  all  contrihute  to  their 
attiactiveness.  Hut  who  shall  define  beautv  '  A 
Lifuan  half-caste  jfirl  once  told  tne  that  she  liad 
i.ii-ci  seen  a  'Mod-looking  white  man,  and  I  know  she 
adniiied  some  of  the  Lifuans.  A  New  Hebrides 
iioy.  enlarjjing  on  his  sistei's  gieat  beautv.  se'Mued  to 
think  that  he  had  proved  it  beyond  all  doubt  when  he 
said,  "  And  she  has  a  nose  just  like  a  little  pussv's." 

The   Lifuans  are  of    about  the  average    European 

stature,   having  well-shaped  limbs,   broad  chests  and 

well-develo])ed  muscles.     The  man,  "  Sallyday,"  whose 

tine    physi([ue  awakened   the  admiiation  of  the  late 

\\.    L.  Stevenson  during  his  South  Sea  voyage,  was 

<inc  of  our  J.ifu  men. 

Supeiticial  obseivcrs  have  Iteen   heard  to  say  that 

P.I  ,,  .> 
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tlieSO    |)i   M|)|(.    ;|,C    CIltllvlN-    (lc>-titUtl'    (if    ;l    X'USC    of    (.riilti- 
tiull'.    llllt    \VC.    wild    Il,|\f    li\C(|    ;illi(il|rrst    tllCIll    Inl     llMirc 

tliaii  a  (|U,iitfr  (if  a  ((Mitiirv.  can  totifv  that  tlicv  aic 


I.IIIAV    (lllil.. 


not  lacking  ill  this  viituc.  Tlicir  i;h'as  arc  not  the 
ideas  of  a  white  iiian,  neither  arc  their  methods  his 
methods,  and  appearances  are  often  against  them. 
as.    tor    instance:     .Manv   veais   ayo.    when    we    were 
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li.iiii,'  at  I'vfii.  iiiv  liiisliaiid  was  sciidusly  ill.  and 
rniild  take  liu  iKHiiislinicnt  except  in  tlie  fniiii  of 
li(iuids.      I   knew  thric  were  fowls  in  tlie  vilhifie.  aiul 


T.in  \N  riiiM  . 


I 


sent  to  laiv  sonie  for  soup.  The  messenger  retiimod, 
savinir  tli(>  jieciple  were  iinwillinf  to  .-ell.  1  noticed 
also  tliat  the  people  kept  away  finiii  us,  the  pastor, 
howevei'.    came     oeeasioiially    to    inquire    about    the 
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invalid        I  tcif  dccplv  <,nic\f(l.      Was  tlii>,  then,  their 
iliiifitudf  to  us,  who  had    hcl[»cd   tht-iii  .iiid   caivd   tor 


l.lll    A\    lillll.s. 


tli'Mi- sicl^  '      111   cumsc  of   tiiiu'   iiiv  husl)aiid  ix'cainc 
(■()H\al('scciii . 

Soon   altciwaids   we   rcccixcd   a    \isit    fioni  all  our 

people  ut  the  village.      Thev  aiiaiiticd  a   laii'e  heap  ot 
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\;iiiis.  tari>.  Idwls.  ;ni(l  otlifr  jikdiI  things  hchiic  lis. 
Tlirii.  seating  tliciiisclvt'.-  cm  tli«'  gMiiiiid,  their  spokes- 
lUiiii  aihlressed  us  somewhat  as  follows  :  ''()  inis- 
sioiiary.  we  have  heeii  greatlv  grieved  to  hear  of  your 
serious  illness.  We  have  kept  away  from  you.  iieeause. 
as  there  was  nothing  we  coulil  do.  we  thought  we 
had  l)etter  not  trouble  you  with  our  |iresenee.  We 
are  I'leatlv  rejoiced  now  thai  vou  are  getting  hetter, 
and  we  have  hrouiiht  you  this  present  to  show  you 
how  gicat  s  oiir  love  f<pr  you."  'I'hev  had  retused 
t(,  ^,.11  me  '  'r  fowls  lest  they  should  have  none 
■'to  >liow  ti.^ir  love"  when  their  friend  recovered  ; 
It  li,.  j:ad  iinl  recoveied.  then  they  would  ])rol)a])ly 
ha\e  lu-ought  them  to  me.  when  they  came  to  sym- 
pathise with  me  :  for  island  custom  demands  that 
none  ^o  emptydianded  on  such  visit-.  Moreover, 
thev  were  partlv  fatalists,  and  what  difference  could 
;i  few  fowls  make  if  their  friend  was  destiiu'd  to 
die  '. 

l')Ut  it  is  of  the  old  limes  I  would  speak.  The 
people  shared  and  shared  alike,  and  none  needed  to  go 
hiiiiLnv  whilst   his  neighliour  had  food. 

Thev  did  not  feel  (  alK'd  upon  to  make  any  great 
demonstrations  of  gratitude  on  receiving  gilts  ot 
any  kind  from  their  neighbours  and  friends.  <  'ommii^ 
iii.stic  ideas  prevailed  amongst  them  to  a  veiy  lar^e 
e.\tent.  so  that  hel]»  icndered  to  another  was.  in  a 
sense,  a  benetit  conferred  u])on  themselves,  seeing 
that  it  c(»rtribiited  to  the  common  Vveal.  Also,  as  will 
be  seen  later,  tlii'ir  absolute  subordination  to  their 
chiefs  (ite  Jo.m;)  precluded  the  idea  of  })rivate  pro- 
pertw  TIk'v  tri'..ted  each  other  implicitly.  House- 
hold utensils  were  left  outside  their  huts  or  by  the 
!(iadsidi>  :    garden   produce   was  stored   in  little  sheds 
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(111  tlicii   |»l:ilit;itiiiiis  \vli.      ■  pcisiiiis  so   dispox'd    ((Hild 
lu'lp  tliciiisflvcs  witliiiiit  li('in;,r  seen. 

Tlit'tt  was  ot  \i'r\'  riiic  ikcui  rciicc,  Imt  w  liciifx  ci' 
it  was  dotortod.  and  tlic  culpiit  found,  he  iccciv,'(l 
littlf  iiH'icv.  Mil  l\('a  liis  top  lip  was  split  (ijMMi.  .iiid 
ottcii  two  or  tliicf  of  his  fin^icis  wimc  licatcn  oil  v.  itli 
wooden  (lulls.  Tlic  Lifuans  killed  and  ate  tlu' 
tluef. 

A  veiv  stron^f  inceiitixc  to  a  l.ifuaii  tc  keep 
lionest  was  the  .>upeistitiou>  helief  that  lie  had  that 
il  he  si  rayed  fruiii  th'>  path  of  icctitiide  xnne 
ealaniity  would  overtake  him  sooner  oi'  later  : 
he  lielieved  his  sins  would  tind  liini  out.  lie  knew 
that  the  owner  ot  the  missing  prope  '  \-  would  seek  t  he 
aid  oi  one  ol  the  "wise  men"  (tene  haze)  of  the 
island,  and  this  sorcerer,  with  the  help  of  his  a(  inm- 
pli(  ('■  a  locust  (neniieteij)  would  not  fail  todixuMu- 
the  thief. 

Their  liiode  <if  workilijx  was  as  follnw-.  .\fter  the 
sorcerer  had  heard  the  storv,  he  went  otT  on  one 
ot  his  sulitarv  ramliles,  and  he  was  soon  joined  li\-  his 
ally,  the  locust,  who  acted  as  pilot  and  tlew  a  little 
111  ad\ance  of  the  "  wise  man."  until  thev  came  to  t  he 
|ilace  where  tlu^  culprit  was.  Sd  that  there  should 
lie  no  mist;  the  locust  at  once  attacked  tlie  thief, 
and  lieat  him  so  severely  aliout  the  head  and  face 
that  he  cried  out  foi'  inei'cv  and  confessed  his  t^uilt. 
M\'eii  yoiinj,'  children  weie  not  e.xenipt  from  seNcic 
puuishnient.  whenever  tliey  were  found  iruiltv  of  this 
crime.  One  of  their  elders,  often  the  jjarents  them- 
selves, hound  the  child's  liands  together,  and  severely 
liiiirit  them.  Sojne  time  ago  an  old  man  showed  me 
his  hands,  from  which  all  the  fingers  and  thumlis 
were  gone  from  the  second  joint,     lie  told  me  that 
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wlicn  lie  \v;is  ,1  child  he  liail  tiH'ddlcd  uitli,  imt  sti)lrii. 
-oiiic  .sWfct  p(»tat(ii's  (kiiniida).  a  'air  luxmv  in  thoso 
davs  :  and  hccaust'  (if  this  his  oUU'V  brother  in  his 
anjior  had  held  the  small  hands  over  ttie  tire,  and  so 
Idirnt  tlu'ni  that  tliev  wfic  niainicfl  tor  life.  There 
was  a  \eiled  note  of  triinu|ili  in  the  old  man's  voice 
a>  he  jiave  a  little  laiiuh  and  >aid  lii>-  lirother  was 
d.'ad. 

Hut  in  the^e  davs  yentlei  and  more  persuasive 
mctlio(|s  are  ii-cd. 

Seeinii  ii  niimlier  of  people  grouped  tocrother, 
on  one  of  oui'  fife  davs,  I  drew  near,  expectinjf  to  see 
some  interesting  game  going  on.  I  saw  nothing  to 
account  for  tiie  assemhiv.  neither  could  1  gain  any 
mfoiniation  :  moreover,  the  people  acted  towards 
me  in  a  most  cool  and  unusual  maime!'.  as  though  1 
were  an  intruder.  I  passed  on  woiulering.  I)ut  learnt 
later  tliat  some  monev  was  missing  from  one  of  the 
houses  in  the  village,  and  suspicion  had  fallen  upon 
the  children,  who  were  not  supposed  to  I'calise  the 
enormitv  of  the  crime.  The  pastor  had  assend)led 
all  the  voiiiiir  jH'ople  and  talked  seriouslv  to  them, 
e.xhorting  the  thief  to  return  that  which  lie  liad 
stolen.  To  li(>l|)  him  to  do  this,  and  to  relieve  him 
from  the  teiiihle  ordeal  of  making  a  full  coid'ession, 
the  pastor  had  .sent  <ill  the  children  into  tlie  busli  to 
make  up  a  small  handle  of  leaves,  then  to  bring  them 
and  lay  them  before  their  elders,  it  was  hoped  the 
money  would  Ix^  found  in  one  of  the  packets,  but 
alas  I  tliev  weie  all  emptv.  1  tliink  it  was  at  this 
point  that  1  joined  the  group,  and  everyone  felt  too 
sorry  and  ashamed  to  let  me  know  what  was  going  on. 

<  tne  might  easilv  imagine  that  these  people  knew 
\ery  little  about  the  meaning  of  "  thine  "  and  "  mine,"' 
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bt'i-aiisc  It  u;is  i|uit('  :i  ((imiiinii  piact ici-  l'(ir  a  iii.in  to 
pick  i!|i  .iiiv  piece  of  pidpertv  Ivin.:  iii  lioiit  ot  voiir 
door  and  to  \vali<  olT  with  it.  looking  at  von  all  the 
time  and  kiiowini:  that  voii  weic  watching;  hitn. 
But  the  vei\-  fact  th;it  voii  irirr  watclcn^'  him  saved 
the  ait  from  liciiii;  ilislioiiest.  \n\i  -a\v  what  was 
^foiiiL'  oil.  aiMJ  if  \'oii  wanted  the  aiticle  that  he  was 
t.ikiuii  Voii  had  oiiK'  to  tell  him  to  leave  it  alone, 
otherwise.    "  silcrice    i.M\e  consent."" 

Almiii.  a  man  would  '.^o  into  his  neiif}ilioiii'"s  [ilace 
and  cans'  nil  any  sjieeial  thiiiLj  which  took  his  faiicv. 
answerinii  onlv  with  a  laii^di  if  he  were  leijiioted  to 
leave  It  alone.  It  was  well  understood.  liowe\er, 
if  he  were  permitted  to  cari'V  olT  the  i-oxcted 
.iitlcle.  that,  tollowm^r  t|i(.  custom  of  the  land,  his 
iieitfliliour  woidd  siiine  da\'  swoop  down  upon  him 
ami  either  reclaim  hi-  own  piopeitw  m.  what  was 
more  likel\-.  carr\'  i>\]  something'  of  far  more  \aliie. 

The  peopli'  1)1  the  \illa!,'e  of  Kiimo.  alioiit  si.\  miles 
lidiii  here.  ha\e  lateK  lelt  the  injustice  of  this  alisurd 
custom. 

Some  time  aeo  the  \iiUlli.r  lliell  o|  Klllno  cinie  to 
this  \illai:e.  ami  seeing  that  our  "  llmelliom."  or 
II. en  .  house,  had  lately  lieeii  judvided  with  new  mats, 
they  rolled  Uj)  every  one  and  walked  olT  with  tliem. 
Our  yoiini:  nien  "lav  low"  tlie\-  knew  their  time 
Would  collie  ;  and  it  did.  ahoiit  a  month  afio.  Ilavin<_f 
to  pass  throuj^di  Kunio.  they  ransacked  the  whole 
villaire,  killiriLT  almost  every  piu  thev  could  find. 
iirespecti\e  of  l)i('ed  or  condition,  and  made  them- 
selves a  <ireat  tea.st.  the  Kumo  people  passivelv 
submitting. 

There  is  still  a  very  good  rule  on  the  island  that 
a  traveller,   far  from  huiue,  inav  satisfy  his  hunger 


<  II    II 


(■ll.\i;.\(  TKIMSI'K  s 


nr    tllll>t     I'ldlM     MIIV     lll.in'^     UMIill'II      nr      (■(PCiilluf     fit't', 

[ii<i\i(lc(l  lie.  at  sniiic  l.iti'i  u.itr.  ,i(  l< in lu  Icdj^o  his 
iii(lclif('illicss  *  ic  iiwiici  ;  Idit  to  takf  tlirvc  tlillijj.S 
.ind  ifinaiii  pci  ciiv  silent  almut  tliciii  \\a>  m  tlicir 
»'\t's  cijiiu  ali'iit  t(i  sttMliii<;. 

Swiiic  t  line  ajiii  a  w  lute  w  nriiaii  stole  a  fowl  lidoiiL'in^ 
tci  a  iiatiNC  wiiinan,  ami  u  licii  she  was  tiniinl  uul  iitU'iril 


\-.  ill.'  Ihi\  -  -r.u    iM  \.  HI-  .il  ili^'  II  li'Mi  tlr  \    uiiil    I'i    -I.-.  Ji    ill    II    lni-t:>' 
|„,u-'  .    ill.a  ll..-  •■  Inn.  Ili"ii  .  ■  «lih  h  .ll-.,  -.'  lA.d  ,.-  ill.'  Tiiwii    Hull  of 
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Til  |Kiv  lur  it.  When  tlii'  native  wnmaii  was  telJiiiL' 
nie  alidut  it.  she  said.  '"  1  doiTt  want  hef  ni'inev,  nr 
aiiv  [lavnient  :  1  doii"t  set  such  i£ieat  vahie  on  my 
iiiwl  :  hut."'  and  her  \<iice  was  treinulinis  with  the 
m- lit  put  upon  her.  "  why  did  she  not  tell  nie  that 
she  had  taken   it  '. 

.\s  it  was  with  hoiR'stv.  .so  it  was  witli  tiutlifiilness. 
Au'ain  it  was  a  (juestiou  as  to  a  native's  eonce])tinii 
and    di'liiiitioii    of    truth.     \    luaii    retuniing    iroin 
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tisliili<i  Wdiild  ■is>iiic  voii  lie  had  cni^'lit  txitliitiL' 
lu'  had  al)S()liitrlv  iid  tisli  at  tlif  >aiiit'  tiiiu'  opfnin^ 
liis  liaji.  an<l  (itTcritit;  vdii  two  or  ttirci'.  Ilis  '  iu> 
lisli  "  triraut  sitnplv  mmc  woifli  iiit'Htiniiirijx  ;  ari(i 
t'vcrvotii',  kiiiiwinj^'  island  ctHjiit'ttc,  ((iiitf  iindt'istimd 
that. 

Til  tt'll  a  he  l)('caiisc  \(iii  wcK'  afraid  to  sDcak  t  ho 
truth  was  consiih-ifd  i'X(iisal)|(.  ;  |,nt  to  tell  a  lii-  with 
thi'  iiitciit  to  drccuf,  at:d  csikm  lalK'  to  a  straiiL't'r, 
wa-  iiidi'i'd  a   s('Moii>  o|]cii(f. 

I  am  told  that  when  the  Krciich  soldiers  wore  ln'ro 
to  takf  |>ossi'-;si((ii  ()|  tlir  isjarul,  one  of  tlu'  tfiTidaniics 
wa>  takiii'/  a  Litii  tiiaii  to  piisoii  fioin  one  |)art  of 
till'  islam!  to  the  othci.  Tlit'V  hul  traiiipi'd  iiiaiiv 
weary  ruiles.  and  were  erossiiiif  a  lar^^e  |ii,iiii,  fai  l  <.tii 
any  native  hnt.  when  the  gen<hiitne  hecanie  >o  o\cr- 
eoiiie  liy  the  lieice  heat  of  the  sun  and  liv  tliiist 
that  he  sat  down  iiv  the  roadside,  feelinir  it  was 
impossible  to  j^o  any  fartliei'.  The  Lifuari  ^Ma>ped 
the  situation  at  once,  and  said  to  his  captoi',  '"  If 
you  will  loose  my  honds  and  allow  me  to  leave  vou 
for  a  short  time  I  will  tr\  to  lind  vou  a  icfreshinif 
drink."  No  doul)t  seeinjf  inciediditv  in  his  i  usto- 
dian's  face,  lie  continued.  "  \'ou  need  not  lie  afraid. 
1  give  you  my  word  of  honour  1  will  retiiin."  lie 
was  allowed  his  liberty,  lie  staited  .)fV  and.  after 
beinii  away  for  some  time,  he  returned  with  several 
young  enconuts.  Both  men  f)artook  of  tin-  refresh- 
ment and  nsted  a  while,  then  the  prisoner  submitted 
to  having  his  bonds  replaced,  and  tJie  two  t'ontimied 
tlieir  journev. 

Amongst  a  people  so  far  removed  from  the  centre 
of  civilisation  as  the.se  Loyalty  Islanders  are,  one  caii 
hardly  expect  to  find  a  cultured,  well-developed  mind. 
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;i>    (■..iii|(;iifil    with    tli.it    i.t    .1    Imiic>|><mii  ;     liut    they 
;ii,.    icrt.iiiiU'     ii'it     w.iritiiiL.'    Ill     niciital     (Miiiiiiiiit'iit , 
ami  L'lv^'ii  tin-  >aiiic  (i|i|m>i  tiiiiii  H's  as  an  axi'iajfc  \vliitt> 
man.    I   think   inanv  «i|   thnn   woiiM   piovf  his  Cjiial 
(■\i'n  il  t  hcv  ilid  iKit  :..irpass  liitii. 

Thcv  arc  adt'jits  at  |>i(kin<:  up  lar,)_niai:('s  :  and  it  is 
,|iijtc  a  (Dniniun  (.(■ciiitriicc  tc.  incct  a  man  who  knows 
on.',  two.  or  cxcn  thicf  kiiiLMia^'cs  ot'lKT  tliaii  his  own. 
Thf-r  air  irfiiciallv  \\\>-  iiii'li  who  ha\*'  liffii  away 
uoikinu'    on    lioaid    ship    or    in    New    ( 'ah-(hiiiia. 

.\  iiativr's  stMisc  oi  si^ht  and  licaiin).'  i-^  al>o  unusually 
wrll  developed.  .V  tiiiuute  speck  on  the  hoii/.on  is 
((iiicklv  recoL-niised  Itv  him  as  a  loiviizn  vessel,  and  ii 
I'let'ii  paiiot  or  do\-e.  emltowcred  in  toliatre  ol  its  own 
colour,  and  ijiiiti'  hidden  tioin  the  c\-es  ot  a  European, 
is  \  ci  \-  (piicklv  detected  hv  him, 

,\IthoujFli  thev  can  hy  no  means  com|)ete  with  the 
Austialiau  trackers,  thev  are  very  (luick  to  notice 
anvthin;i  iiiuisiial,  as  they  walk,  sinj.de  tile,  aloiitr  their 
narrow  paths.  Often  these  paths  wind  in  aii.l  out, 
to  avoid  scruli  or  stones  that  wouhl  injufe  the  hare 
tcet  ;  and  the\-  sometimes  heconie  so  ovorf^M'owii 
with  <fiiiss  and  setuh  as  to  he  almost  ivdiscernihle, 
and  straii<iers  verv  e.isilv  lose  their  way.  ^\  e  have 
done  this  some  :iies,  and  once  we  were  lost  tor  so  lonj.' 
a  time  that  we  hei^aii  to  tliink  we  should  have  to 
spend  the  lUfiht  in  the  hush.  We  kept  going,  however, 
and  soon  .struck  what  we  thouglit  to  he  the  right  track, 
and  shortly  afterwards  we  were  rejoiced  to  meet  one  of 
our  old  .schoolhoys.  who  had  eoine  in  seandi  of  us, 
.Vsked  hy  what  lueaixs  he  had  traced  us,  he  .said. 
■•  As  1  came  along  the  rocky  patli  1  saw  a  small  patch 
of  sand.  1  examined  this,  and  found  traces  of  hoots, 
;.n(l   I  oh.served  that  the  toes  pointed  in  a  m;rtherly 
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ilircction.  wliciPiis  voiir  dt'stiiijitioii  should  liavo  shown 
th(Mn   poiiiiiiig  towards  the   west." 

The    Loyalty    Ishmdcrs    have  iiiso   <;r('at   oiatoiical 
jiifts,  and  aic  particidarly  stioiigiii  the  use  of  tigmativc 
laiimi.ttic     Fo)'  pxaniplo.  some  time  aijo   I   was  at  a 
large  meeting,   where  a  man  stood   up  and  protested 
against  the  revival  of  heathen  dancing.     .After  speak- 
ing for  soiiK-  time,  lie  said,  ""  .\Iany  years  ago  a  foreign 
\essel   came  to  our  shores,   and  the  captain   wanted 
some  of  us  men  to  go  with   him  as  sailors.     To  all 
wl'.o  aj)plie(l.  his  chief  question  was.  "  ^'ou  .savez  pull  :'  ' 
Ml  the  men  said  they  could  pull,  and  several  of  them 
were   engaged.     They  gave   great   satisfaction,    iititil 
one  (lay  a  now  oixler  was  given,  uiid  they  were  told 
"to    pull    h(t(k.'     Now  the    Lifuans    did    not  upder- 
stand     the    word    "hack,"    hut    knowing    something 
was  expected  (A  them,  they  gave  more  energv  to  their 
pulling  forwar<l,  and  the  louder  theii'  captain  sliouted 
'  hack  ■  the    harder    they     pulled   "  forward.'      Then 
in  a  deep,  impressive  voice  the  speaker  went  on  to 
say.  '  .Men  of  l.ifu,  you  don't   know  th"  word  ""back,  " 
hut  you  can  all  ])ull.     Th:M'e  must  l)e  no  going  hack 
to  heathenism  :    hut  with  one  heart,  and  one  mind, 
you  rmist  all  pull,  and  you  must  pull  forwaid.'  " 
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LIKIA.N    t'HIKKS      THKIK    POSITION    ANI)    I'OW  ER. 


Thk  inlial)itaiit.s  of  the  Loyalty  Islands  were 
divided  iii<^o  tribes,  and  each  tribe  occupied  its  own 
well-defined  tenitoiy.  which  was  governed  ))y  an 
absolutely  despotic  chief  (joxu  ka  tru).  who  was 
practically  deified  by  his  subjects,  and  who.  conse- 
(luentlv,  demanded  aiul  received  uiKjuestioniufi 
obedience. 

There  was  no  idea  of  private  pro})erty  among  the 
commoners.  The  very  stones,  trees,  soil,  food,  live- 
stock, articles  of  personal  adornment,  nay.  their  very 
lives,  were  at  the  ab.solute  disposal  of  their  chiefs. 

Mis  loval  highness  issued  his  mandates  through  his 
iMimerotis  prime  ministers,  or  "  mouthpieces  ' 
(ukeiiuMje)  as  thev  were  called  in  the  vernacular  ;  and 
they  proclaimed  them  to  the  smaller  village  chiefs 
(joxu  ka  co).  wh(j  in  turn  announced  them  to  their 
mcHithpieces,  and  thus  the  wif^'hes  of  his  highness 
eventually  reached  the  conmion  people  or  "  aminates. 

I'he  big  chiefs,  however,  were  not  unnecessarily 
harsh  or  seveie  in  their  peisoiial  contact  with  theii' 
subjects.  The  notion  of  iiolih'ssr  oJthtic  was  evidently 
a  settled  article  of  their  faith. 

When  a  :nval  progress  was  being  made  through 
Some  pait  of  the  <  hiefs  dominion,  should  his  royal 
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eve    aljiflit    (III    sniiu'    trcisiiic    wiiich    aroiisiMl      hjs 
(.'iipidity,    instead   ot    loimlilv   (Iciiiaiidiiii;   it.   (ir   pro- 

ri^litlul     propcrtw    he    siinplv 
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exprossod  a  mild  adiiiiiatidii  of  it  td  tlic  (twiicr.  well 
kuowitiif  that  in  tlie  coiiise  (if  the  next  few  days  it 
would  he  i)r()iii.dit  td  couit  as  a  pieseiit  to  liis  highness. 
Even    in   these   eidigiiteiied    days,    the    practice   still 
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iilitaiiis  {u  A  hii^'c  extent  :  hut  now  that  pijfs.  [xuiltrv, 
etc..  can  s(i  ea.'^ilv  l)e  conxcrtod  into  nionev,  thi.-^ 
ii'val  prerogative  has  icsulted  in  the  praetiee  of  a 
little  ciinnin'f  on  the  part  of  the  coinrnon  people  ;  so 
tiiat  it  has  ix'conie  the  custom  to  lii(h>  away  all 
v.iluahle  j)ropeity  r.ntil  his  niajestv  has  passed  jiv. 

In  the  event  of  a  royal  visit,  as.  for  e.\ani|)le. 
when  the  chief  of  another  island  or  district,  with  his 
larixe  retinue,  was  to  he  entertained  at  court,  then 
all  corenioiiy  was  hanished.  and  everv  one's  propertv 
w.is  ruthlessly  re(iuisitionod  :  their  livestock  and  food 
tor  the  feastiuj,'.  theii'  precious  ])ersonal  ornaments 
and  articles  of  value  for  pre.sents.  and  thev  themselves 
as  cooks,  fishermen,  dancers,  etc..  for  the  euter- 
taimnent  of  their  visitors.  At  the  pre.sent  time  these 
loval  visits  are  heiiiimintj  to  he  regarded  with  feelings 
of  resentment  :  naturally,  with  the  advance  of 
civilisation,  the  people  realise  the  injustice  of  having 
their  plantations  and  cocoiuit  trees  stripped,  and 
their  homes  impoverished  for  months  to  come. 

The  French  ({overtunent  has  often  forl)iddeii  these 
unjust  heathen  practices,  hut  so  far  with  little  result. 
The  people  are  not  yet  sufKcieutly  imhued  with  a 
>en.se  of  the  rights  of  man  to  make  any  complaints 
to  the  French  officials.  Of  course,  no  real  progre.ss 
can  he  e.xpected  to  l)e  made  under  these  circum- 
stances. 

The  people  have  time  and  ahility  to  develop  the 
resources  of  the  island  to  an  almost  unlinuteil  extent. 
Scores  of  th(jusands  of  acres  of  land  are  Iving  u.seless 
ami  fallow,  since  there  is  little  inducement  to  labour 
where  the  temire  of  property  is  .so  uncertain.  The 
lug  chiefs  aie  not  wise  enough  to  forgo  their  preroga- 
tives in  order  to  encourage  the  development  of  their 
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ilomiiiious.  Soon  after  tli«'  |HTst'ut  missioiiiirv  i.riivcd 
here,  he  expressed  surprise  tliat  so  inucli  evidently 
tjodd  lanil  should  lie  left  utitilled,  and  he  lieirjred  the 
natives  to  clear  a  certain  poition  and  plant  ni.iize 
for  the  Noiiinean  ''■  market.  Beini:  anxious  to  ol)liire, 
the  people  complied,  and  thev  soon  had  a  \eiv  tine 
crop.  The  l)iiz  chief  heard  of  this  (Miterprise.  and 
readilv  ofYered  his  private  vacht  to  coiivev  the  coin 
to  Noumea.  This  olfer  could  on  no  account  lie 
refused,  and.  as  the  natives  prol);iMy  expected,  the 
rewai'd  of  their  labour  was  coolly  confiscated  hy  the 
chief. 

Friendlv  chiefs  not  onlv  visitiul  each  othei-.  and 
showed  <'ach  other  the  utmost  kindness  and  h.osjii- 
talitv,  liut  even  their  subjects  were  tra'ned  to  reveience 
the  verv  name  of  a  l)iji:  chief,  of  whatever  Irihe. 
A  hint  fioiu  a  iu>iifhl)ouri(i<i;  chief  of  his  desiic  ti> 
possess  himself  of  anv  article  of  j)roperty  in  his 
friend's  dominion  was  respected  liv  the  owner  as 
much  as  if  his  own  chief  had  asked  for  it.  This 
practice  seems  to  find  coutirmatioii  in  the  followini:; 
storv  relate(l  amoni;  the  leirenils  of  the  island. 

A  j^iant  named  •(timcia  '  was  ouc(>  said  to  reside 
in  this  distiict  of  Wet.  whose  proportions  were 
so  enormous  that  whenever  he  coutfhed  or 
sneezed  he  was  heard  at  a  distance  of  ei<fht 
or  ten  miles.  The  hii;  chief  of  the  neigh- 
lioiiring  district  of  Liisi  heard  of  this  giant  anil  his 
attriiiiites,  and  concluded  that  the  man  must  surely 
lie  po»es.-;eil  ,)',  uiuisuallv  large  and  ])Owerfiil  lungs  ; 
and  he  jiondered  so  long  on  this  subject  that  at  length 
an  tu'erwhelming  desire  seized  him  to  gratifv  his 
'•auiiilial     pio|)eii.siti('s.      He     therefori'     e\pre.s.sed     a 
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wisli  to  Ikivc  tilt'  luiiu--  iiiid  liver  of  tliis  ^i;iiit  cdokfd 
ami  served  ii|»  to  liiin. 

•'  Kiixoys  were  at  oiice  dispatched,  and  the  de>iit'  of 
the  liijr  chief  was  made  kuowu  to  the  giant.  Alas  ! 
pool'  mail,  he  was  only  a  cominoner  an  '  aminate  '  ; 
his  eiioiiuons  strenjrtli  conid  not  he  emj)loved  ajiainst 
lovalty.  To  I'eiuse  to  vield  himself  to  the  will  of  the 
chief  would  he  infamous  :  still,  he  determined  to  try 
w  hat  he  could  do  to  propitiate  his  wnuld-he  murdeiers. 
lie  prej)aied  a  laifje  present  of  yams  (koko),  taro 
(inontroth).  etc..  and  took  them  himself  to  the 
foreign  court.  But  how  could  such  ordinaiv  food 
satisfy  the  cravintis  for  lungs  and  liver,  and  such 
lungs  and  livei'  as  his  {  The  j)reseiit  was  accepted, 
how.'ver.  and  part  of  it  was  cooked  for  the  evening 
meal,  hut  at  the  same  meal  the  piece  de  resistutice  was 
the  lungs  and  liver  of  the  f)oor  giant." 

A  chief,  like  all  other  l.ifuaii  men,  wore  no 
clothing  until  he  leached  the  age  of  ahout  twentv-five 
or  thirty  years,  after  which  he  was  expected  to  clothe 
in  suitable  attire.  This  he  did  hv  twi.sting  three  or 
lour  coils  of  cane,  or  dried  \ine.  round  his  waist, 
atte"  which  he  was  lankvMl  as  an  ailidt,  and  never 
again  ictnrned  to  the  puerile  freedom  of  nuditv.  His 
wife  also  complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  times, 
and  Iroin  the  husk  of  coconuts  she  made  her.self  a 
skirt  or  fringe,  from  five  to  fifteen  inches  in  depth, 
wliich  she  wore  round  the  waist,  or,  rather,  hanging 
from  the  hips.  Fashions  never  changed  ;  all  dressed 
alike,  l)ut  the  chiefs  fastened  their  girdles  difiVientK' 
Irom  others,  and  also  woic  more  elahorate  ornaments. 

On  ceremonial  occasions,  when  the  chief  dressed 
in  lull  war-pamt,  he  fastened  an  immense  doiium 
shell  on  his  forehead,  and  in  his  tliick,  bushy  hail  lie 
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iirniii^'tMl  tuu  Ion;,'  winir-lfoiics  tintii  ,i  sea  l)ii(l 
[)r()l)al>lv  tlif  niollv-liawk  wliicli  studil  aliiiost  erect, 
and  fnmi  tlic  points  of  wliicli  dan^rlcd  two  Ix'autitiillv 
worked  tasseh.  l-{oiiiid  liis  arms,  lej^s,  and  waist 
weit'  twisted  thick  coils  ot  limwii  wool,  oi'teu  oina- 
inented  witli  small  cowiv  sIh'IIs.  This  wool  "  dela  '" 
was  made  from  the  lui-  of  ttie  thing  fo.\  (th  la).  It  was 
ver\'  highlv  Naliied,  prolialily  liecause  of  the  immense 
amount  of  woi'k  entailed  in  its  production.  It,  as 
well  as  the  shells,  were  used  as  cuirent  coin  of  the 
icalm.  the  small  cvpicas  ""  wasisis."  if  rcni  small. 
lieitiL'  worth  ([uite  recentiv  aliout  two  pounds  the 
|»air.  Cotnmoners  woic  smaller  coils  of  this  wool, 
and  geiiendlv  cheap"!'  shells. 

( 'liiefs  and  "  aminates  ""  alike  had  theii-  ears  pierced, 
and  f;enerally  woic  small  |)ieces  of  coral  in  j)lace  of 
ear-rin(;s.  Tlu'se  holes  wore  the  onlv  pockets  the  men 
pos.sessed,  so  they  became  the  receptacles  for  various 
treasures,  and  gradually  increased  in  size. 

in  times  of  mental  trouMe  or  liereavement  thev 
were  torn  down.  and.  evt'i-  after,  the  lolies  of  tlie  ears 
hung  in  two  small  tassels. 

The  septum  of  tlie  nose  was  also  pierced,  hut  in 
place  of  a  piece  of  coral,  a  small  part  of  the  hack  of 
the  cuttlefish  was  shaped  into  a  long,  oblong  form, 
with  tapering  ends,  and  the  thickest  part  of  thi^ 
was  fitted  tightly  through  the  septum,  if  hv  anv 
chance  this  iiole  got  torn  down,  no  attempt  was  made 
to  repair  it.  it  also  hung  in  tassels.  But  whilst  I  have 
otten  seen  ears  torn  down.  1  have  never  vet  seen 
the  septum  of  a  nose  hanging  in  tassels  :  .still,  as  J 
have  already  said,  the  ears  were  deliberately  torn 
down,  liut  the  nose  never. 

Domestics    foi'    the    ro-  d    household    were    chosen 
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\i';irly  lium  aiiKUiirst  the  ;.rirls  and  widows  <if  the 
villa<:cs.  All  pcisors  uf  irdod  |i|i\>i(|iu'  were  cliifilijc, 
and    ('\ci Aiiiic    was    coiiipctcnr    t(i    do    the    woik    rc- 


A    Ui:m.    rvi:\N.   i,n  Ahuhicin  \l,   oh  Jai\n. 


\  I'laii  .It'  in.ituiv  y.'iirs  «iili  liis  curs  jilirrid.       In  tlic  linli  s  he 


■  jiiiivd  (.f  li.T.  tiiat  J-.  to  cook  tlic  national  disli,  the 
itia,  and  to  work  in  the  plantations.  TJiorc  seems  to 
have    l)('(Mi    no    payment    or    peKpiisitcs,    and    little 
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honour  pcrtaiiiiiii.'  td  t\v^  (itliic,  liwlcfd  some  ot  the 
women  prot'crrod  ivnniiiiin^f  witli  tlicir  own  fainilics. 
They  wore  not  afraid  of  tlic  work.  l)ut  thcv  feared 
lest  thcv  should  tiatisijress  court  eti([uette  liv  spi  akinjj 
in  the  patois  of  the  "  aiiiii.:!tes.'"  For  there  was  a 
court  lan<iuaii;e,  which  ditTeK'il  so  much  from  that  of 
the  commoners  as  to  form  (|uite  a  distinct  lan<:ua<.'e. 
For  instance,  a  j^irl  speakinji  to  her  equal  would  sav 

Ase  lie  huni  xen  "  (we  have  finished  eatinjf).  hut 
to  the  memhers  of  the  aristocracv  she  shoulil  sav, 

Azeti  he  anganyihunieti  x(itr(Hietie  "  (we  liave 
timshed  eating).  Again,  '"  Tki  jc-  mekol  "  (go  to  sleej)) 
is  quite  enough  for  an  ordinarv  person  to  hear,  hut 
to  a  chief  one  nnist  say,  "  .loteti  aiigaciheti  a  huedeti  "' 
(go  to  sleep). 

When  any  person  was  greatlv  startled,  he  invoked 
aloud  the  name  of  his  hig  chief,  or  tlie  chief  of  his 
own  village  ;  and  if  a  child  was  in  daJiger  the  crv  would 
be,  "  Alas  !  the  child  of  -  -,'"  naming  the  chief  of  the 
place  to  which  the  child  helonged. 
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In  tlu'  oldcii  tiini's  pcdpic  lived  in  -mall  coin- 
iiiunitit's,  scattt'K'd  i>vt'r  various  paits  of  ttie  island 
sdiiictiiiii's  ill  siujzlt'  taiiiilit's.  Imt  more  frt'i|iuMitly  in 
siiiall  ^noiips.  Since  the  advent  of  Cliiistianity  they 
have  diauii  nearei'  tntiether  and  foiined  themselves 
into  villajics. 

A  lai<ie  s|)i-eadiiit.'  tree  tfeiietaily  a  banyan  (s  ) 
heljied  the  people  to  decide  on  a  site  for  a  villaue 
Thev  knew  that  whenevei'  theii'  small  houses  hecame 
oppiessivelv  hot  thev  would  he  able  to  lind  a  cool 
shelter  under  this  tree,  where  they  I'ould  enjoy  the 
irentie  lireeze.  talk  with  their  friemls.  or  lie  down  and 
sjec]).  as  thev  felt  disposed.  So  a  larije  space  was 
cleared  about  it  for  the  village  green,  on  the  outskirts 
of  which  the  little  grass  huts  were  set  uj). 

i'Acrv  man  was  his  own  house-builder,  with  the  help 
<if  all  his  neighbours  and  friends.  Twenty  or  thirty 
men  would  woik  at  one  hou.se,  which  would  probably 
be  from  ten  to  sixteen  feet  long,  eight  feet  l)road,  and 
from  the  eaves  to  the  ritlge  pole  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet. 
Cieneraliy  the  hou.ses  were  built  of  an  ()l)long  shape, 
but  occasionallv  thev  were  round,  on  the  Mew 
Caledonian  model.  They  were  thatched  throughout 
frcjin  Hoor  to  |)cak,  sometimes  with  the  leaves  of  coco- 
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nut  tiv,...  ((l(.liiiii).  ,it  oi||..|.    null    th,.    ai,,.>    ,,|    til,. 

-IlLMI    .MIM'      (luallL;(.(").      iMit     all     tlir     h,sl     liMllMv.     u,.,,. 

'''•'''■'"■'I    ^^I'l'    •■'    l<'"L'   L'las.   (J,./,)   >|...n,,llv  |.ir>..iA..,| 
'"'■     ''"•      pNipux'.      TIm-  wuin.'ii     jii.l     LrirU    >ii|)|.lir(| 

•'H   tll.lf.llll._r  llial.'llal.      Thcv    [Mlll.'il    up   thr    luliiT    u,,,.s 

''^'  ''"'  i""f'^-  ii'i'l    nr,|    It    iiitu  small    lniiicli..s.   i.m,|v 
up   Milu   liu.^r,.   |,,a,|s.   ulii.li  tli(.\-  caiiird  <,ii  then   liacks 


lin..lk-.l   nil 

'""!■'•''  "^'■'-  ''"'  >hinil(|..is  uftcii  lor  inaiiv  mil.- 
intn  the  villanv.  aiMl  placrd  cmv  rnimtlv  t.i  tli.-  >|M,t 
uIm  IV  '|„.  |„,u>,-  was  t.,  hr  hinlt.  Tli.'  Iianifu  ,,ik 
'.I  the  li.Mis."  consist. ■(!  ,,r  ruuuh  sticks  atul  p.,,-,ts. 
Iiiiuly  la^h.'.l  to^.^tli.T  with  ir,-,.,.,!  viiif's  (.,tt't)  or 
stiips   of    liaik. 

Altlioiiirl,  fla.  woin.'d  w.Mv  li..|,l  in  such  low  est.'..|n 
l-v  th."  1,1..,,.  aii.l  th.',,-  wish.'s  mvanal.lv  s.^t  at  iiaimht. 
tiu'ir  ..pillions  were   s.,iii.-tii,:..s  .IctciTcl   to  ..„   these 


II   IV  SoclAI,   I, IKK     llolSKS.  Kl  IINnritK    11 


Ikmisc  liuililinji  iiicasidjis  ;  tliii>  if  'vt'T  :i  wiiiiiiin 
(•iit('ic(|  In  r  lidiis"  iliiiiiii:  tlic  ((iiii-"  n\  fii'dKiii  ami 
(ilijccti'il  In  ct'itiiiii  [Ht'Cfs  III  wiHid  that  liail  ln-fii  u.'ci 
:ii  its  cniistriictioii,  tlioc  pieces  wiiiilfl  iiniiiediatelv 
he  ieiiici\e(|.  and  utheis  -iih.-^t  it  iiteil,  rm  mat'  i'  at 
what  iiicniivcuieiK  ('  HI  laliiMii  ;  (itliei\\i--e  the  |ie(i|ile 
helieveil  that  at  xmie  siilise(|ueiit  date  the  whole 
( (instiuctinii  udiild  tall  down  and  cause  di.su.ster  to 
t  he  iiihaliitants. 

The  thatchiii','  (ii\iiiia)  was  dune  hx'  tin  men,  wlio 
u'eneialU'  worked  in  jiaits  ;  the  one  outside  passetl 
the  twine  o\('r  a  hiiiich  ot  <^'rass,  and  inished  the 
needle  (ill)  to  hi>  mate  inside,  who.  in  his  tiiiii. 
wdiind  the  twine  round  one  of  the  -mall  latli>  and 
|ia-sed  the  needle  hack  to  his  fiiend.  The  men  made 
then  own  needles  fidin  jneces  oi  hard  wood,  which 
the\-  sliai|  I'lied  at    one  end.  and    Imint    a    small    eye 

tliroui.diat  tl tlier.      Sexcial    ireii  were   told    oil'   to 

toss  u|>  the  hunches  uf  ^rass  to  t  ho>e  woikinii  on  the 

Io|)  of  t  he   house. 

Duiin;.;  house-t hatchiiiL;  there  was  always  uicat 
noise  and  excitement,  everv  man  on  the  to]i  ufi.'in;,' 
the  men  helow  to  toss  u|i  the  i,Mass  with  tlie  utmost 
-peed.  The  women  meanwhile  weic  preparinji  the 
food,  which  oil  such  occasions  must  he  of  the  best 
(jualitv  and  in  j^Mcater  ahundance  than  usual. 

.As  the  hows  of  the  village  ifiew  to  veais  of 
adolescence,  thev  h'ft  the  pan>ntal  roof  each  nij^ht,  and 
slept  in  a  laiii;e  hou.se  called  the  "Iliaelhonr"  a  house 
strictly  reserved  tor  the  male  sex.  This  building  also 
served  for  the  town  hall,  and  all  important  municipal 
councils  were  hekl  there.  ]f  any  youth  absented 
himself  from  this  house  and  slept  in  the  village  he 
was  recalled  to  a  sense  of  the  impiopriety  of  such  an 
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.M  tiiiii  l(v  lieu iiiL'.  Ill  till-  <Mil\  iiiumiiiji:.  a  cIkpius  »>t 
\iiiccs  <li.iiitiiii;  Ins  II. line,  incdMiparui'd  with  ifi;iiiv 
iii-||ltitij;  irisimiatinii>  ii>  fn  tlit-  caii-f  nl  lii^ 
alisciicc. 

Till'  "  lliiifllioiii  "  and  the  Ihmi-cs  i.I  the  chict's 
were  'niicli  larircr  and  strniiyci'  than  anv  u|  tlir  (it  her 
hiiiist'S.  'I'liry  were  hmlt  (in  iinint'tisc  |)illais.  and  had 
diiuliji!  dddis,  the  posts  ot  which  wimc  tiiinks  of  trt-rs 
thiiM'  (II  tonf  feet  in  diaint'tci-,  and  oinaiiiciitcd  with 
j,not«'s,jiit'  carviiit^s.  .Mort'ovci'.  the  chicls  df  I'vca 
hail  ft'iicfs  made  of  rude  trunks  dl  trees  eii^lit  or  ten 
feet  hi^'h.  and  placed  (piite  close  together.  These 
fences  were  evideutiv  not  intended  for  foi titicatiotis, 
lieeause  tliev  extended  ajoiiji  the  front  of  the  p'-eiuisos 
only,  and  opening.-:  were  left  here  and  there.  Hanked 
li\-  thick  po.^ts.  A  part  of  one  of  tlie.se  fences  still 
remains  at  the  north  end  of  I'vea  and  nieasuies 
aliout  thirty  inches  in  diameter. 

Whenever  one  of  tlie-^e  Iioiises,  or  fences,  had  to  be 
liuilt.  there  was  an  umisiud  amount  of  vellin;.r  and 
shonting.  Ap|»arently  the  natives  believed,  contrarv 
to  our  a.xiom,  the  more  noise  the  more  work.  It  was 
surely  no  mean  task  to  cut  down  the  lar<:e  trees,  and 
prepare  the  massive  posts,  with  no  tools  excej)t 
their  small  stone  axes  and  the  aid  of  fire  (ee)  :  indeed 
without  the  latter  the  feat  would  never  have  been 
accomplished.  Whenever  a  certain  tree  had  been 
decided  upon,  a  fire  was  kindled  about  its  roots. 
Whilst  this  was  buitiin<r,  the  men  examined  their 
stone  axes,  and  maile  sure  that  they  were  securely 
lashed  to  their  rou<^li  wooden  handles  and  fitted 
well  into  the  sockets  that  had  been  prej)ared  for  the?n. 
As  the  tire  burnt  tl'e  tree,  the  charcoal  was  chip|)ed 
away  until  the  trunk  was  almost  burnt  through,  wlien 
u  good  strong  pusii  iiuried  it  crashing  to  the  gnjund. 
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III  ;i  Miiiiliii  riiiiimci,  liiiiiiiny  .md  cliipiiiii^'.  tlir  >ii|iri- 
lluniiv  lniiticlM's  were  nTiidVid.  'I'limiii;!!  tlic  end  of 
ihr  tmiik  <i  lidh'  was  Idiirit  to  liicilitatc  the  liauliii^f  of 
the  lo^r.  aiul  aioiiiul  this  a  (icep  iiidt'iitat ion  was  iiiadt'. 
Till'  mt'ii  tlic?i  |)ass('(|  a  stroix'  lopc,  or  sitic,  tliioiii:!) 
tlif  hole,  and  M'.cial  tiiin's  around  the  dc('|(  cuttiiiii, 
alli-r  wliicli  the  loj^  was  rcadv  to  he  lianh'd  :nto  t  ln' 
\dlai,'t'.  Some  tAciity  or  foit"-  iia'ii  seized  Ik  '  i  of  tlic 
io[)»'.  and  awav  thev  went  slioutiii}^  at  the  top  of  tli<  ir 
Noiccs,  and  cxidentlv  dciivinji  so  iiiucli  plcasnrt'  fioiii 
llicii  united  lahoiir  as  to  lose  sigli  of  the  fact  that  it 
ua-  liotli  ditlicult  and  arduous  work.  As  tliev  went 
ajoiii.',  thev  chanted  a  very  monotonous  song,  the 
wolds  of  which  had  no  ineaiHn<;  wliatever.  The  leader 
sanu  ■' ('hn|i<'  hia."  and  tli<'  re>t.  with  a  f^oi  d  stron<i 
pull.  sanL^  "■  hia.  lii.i.  hia." 

The  earth  floors  of  the  houses  were  covered  with 
coconut  le:  ves,  and  ovei'  these  were  spread  iine, 
clean-looking  mats  (ixiie)  iiiaele  by  the  women  from  the 
lea\cs  of  the  pandanus.  These  mats  served  as  carj)ets 
liv  (lav  and  blankets  hv  iJght.  .•..i  uncovered  spare, 
aliiiut  tliree  or  four  feet  square,  was  left  in  the  middle 
of  tiie  Hoor.  just  o])posite  the  door,  and  this  was 
framed  or  enclosed  by  four  thick  ])ieces  ot  wood, 
and  formed  the  Loyaltv  Islander's  "  ingle  nook  "'  (oli). 
Fires  were  kept  huiiiing  here  day  and  night,  generally 
made  up  "f  three  or  four  logs  of  wood  with  their 
ends  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  square.  Here,  around 
this  s])()t,  the  people  sat  and  ate,  talked  and  slept,  in 
happy  Ignorance  of  all  hygienic  teachings. 

The  huts  were  ventilated  hv  oi>.e  very  small  door, 
iiy  which  tlie  fresh  air  entered  and  the  smoke  from  the 
tire  e.scaped.  They  were  comfortable  and  warm  in 
winter  and  cool  in  summer.  To  have  a  good  supply  of 
toctd,   and  to   be  able  to   pass  the  day   in  absolute 


-a 

I 


44 


AAInXC    Till-:   X.\TI\Ks 


n.  I 


i(iltMU",ss.  s.'cins  to  have  had  <.'|-.Mt  attractions  |ur  the 
iiiiijuritv  of  the  islaiult'is  l,„t  alas!  c.crv  |)h'a>m,' 
hiis  its  pri.c,  and  their  ia/.v.  diitv  liahits  (MicouraLr.'d 
suarius  of  flies.  Hcas.  I.uus,  j.odv  lice  and  ..thr,- 
ol)j('cticnal)lc  jx'sts. 

Fortinu'tclv,  Ldu  was  comparativclv  lice  fi,,!,, 
liiosd'ntocs  :  not  so.  Iiowcvcr.  the  island  of  Cvca. 
II.Mv  w.'iv  to  !.(«  found  Miyiiails  of  tlics,.  IJttl.'  musical 

insects.  duiin>r  the  <r,catcr  part  of  the  vear  :    ii,d I 

thev  a-e  .still  so  trouhl. ■sonic  that  often  the  peoph' 
iire  ohhged  to  leave  then-  houses,  and.  with  lli.' 
exception  of  their  faces,  hurv  themselves  in  the  co,,|, 
liiu'  sand  on  tin*  lieach. 

Another  plan  the  natives  „ft,.n  resoited  1.,.  uhdi 
the  nios,|,iiro,.s  were  unc,imm,,n|v  troiihlesMinc,  ua-  to 
assemhle  to.ucther  m  one  o|  the  liouses.  pref'iaMv 
niie  with  I'.nusuallv  small  do, r.  wlwre  th<-\  nade 
■I  dense  smoke,  ami  a  lai^re  lire.  1.,  drive  out  the 
mos.piitoes  or  to -tup  those  thiit  reiiiamcd.  Then. 
kii<nvin),r  nothini:  o|  tlie  ical  n.-cd  of  ventilation,  and 
never  havinir  hraid  of  >uch  things  as  imcnilK's  until 
thev  wciv  introduced  l.v  tin'  missionarv.  the  pe.,pl,. 
>hut  themselves  up  m  this  little  hut.  c|,',s(>(l  uj)  <'verv 
small  cn^vice.  and  wait,.d  patiently  until  th.'  lueak  of 
day.  Xo  w.nder  that  we  hear  of  manv  of  the  weaker 
''lics  l.ein^r  ..vercomr  with  faintnes^  m  such  a  foul 
at  tiiosphere. 

Ill  such  houses  as  I  iiave  descnhed.  furniture,  as  we 
understand  the  teiiu.  was  an  unknown  liixuiv.  and 
.vet  nianv  native  treasures  were  to  ho  found'  ^e,... 
Beautiful  tine  mats  eover-'d  the  floors;  ttie  \>alls 
were  adorned  with  lishing  nets  and  rods,  ropes,  spears. 
needles  f„r  thatehinj.r.  needles  and  mesh  tor  netting  ; 
whilst  m  one  cor;..er  were  generallv  found  two  or  three 
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watt'i-liottlt's  (uc).  'I'licse  last  iuuihmI  articles  were  verv 
artistic.  They  were  dried  gourds  oi-  calahaslies, 
beautifully  uette(|  over  with  fine  siunet.  a  piece  of 
wlii(  h  was  also  plaited  to  form  a  handle. 

Over  the  fireplace,  suspended  fiotn  the  roof, 
wa>  a  shelf  (irtiay  (ipeLo)  at)out  thiee  feet  in  dianie  r. 
(Ill  which  lish  was  smoked  and  preserved. 

('(lokinti  utensils  were  few  and  simple.  The  left 
valve  of  a  small  mussel  shell  was  greatlv  appreciated 
lor  scraping  the  diit  and  skins  from  tli<'  vegetables  : 
It  must,  however,  he  the  left  valve,  because  this 
jiarticulai-  part  fitted  over  the  front  end  of  the  fir.st 
linger  (»f  the  right  hand,  being  kept  in  position  bv  the 
thumb.  Its  Lifuan  name  was  '"  Fizi  "  or  "  chi[)per," 
and  the  nativ(>  name  foi'  Kurojjean  scissois  is  "  Itizi  " 
(a  x't  of  ■■  fizies  "). 

.\  knife  (liele)  made  from  hard  wood  was  also 
ne(  essary  for  cutting  u{)  the  food  into  small  pieces,  or 
lather  levering  them  off :  to  sever  portions  of  the  vam 
in  anv  other  way  tends  to  make  it  tough.  A  Lifuan 
legen<l  describes  how  this  shell  and  knife  came  into 
use.  It  runs  as  follows  :  "  A  certain  old  woman  who 
hved  alone  and  far  from  any  other  human  being 
was  gi'catly  distres.sed  because  she  had  no  fire  with 
which  to  cook  her  food  and  keep  herself  warm.  She 
was.  however,  po.s.sessed  of  certain  powers,  which 
enal)led  her  to  I'onver.se  with  all  inanimate  objects 
.il)out  her.  Seeing  a  mussel  shell  lying  on  the  ground, 
she  bade  it  go  and  get  .some  fire  for  her,  but  it  refused. 
She  then  observed  a  j)iece  of  haiil  wood  Iving  on  t^'e 
ground,  and  to  that  she  made  known  her  wants. 
Without  delay  the  wood  started  off  to  do  her 
behest.  It  met  a  scnnv-])ii\e,  but  the  pine  refused  to 
help.      Five   times  did   the   wood   beg   for  assistance 
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and  five  times  was  it  refused  :  but  tlie  sixtli  time  it 
was  successful,  and  joyfully  hastened  back  with  its 
treasure.  The  old  dame  was  delighted,  and  in 
he.stowing  her  blessing  on  the  piece  of  hard  wood 
.she  .said,  '  From  this  day  forth  you  and  vour  successors 
shall  never  come  in  contact  with  anvthing  that  is 
unclean.  You  shall  always  be  well  cared  for.  and 
you  shall  always  cut  the  food  after  it  has  been  cleaned 
from  all  dirt.  Hut  as  for  you."  turning  to  the  shell, 
■  Irom  this  day  forth  you  and  ipur  succe.s.sors  shall  be 
condemned  to  pass  youi'  live.s  in  low  and  dirtv  work. 
It  shall  ever  be  your  lot  to  scrape  ofT  the  flirt  and  skms 
fiom  all  vegetables  after  they  are  taken  from  the 
uround.'  "" 

When  food  was  plet>tiful  the  nativ(>s  were  \cr\- 
im])rovident.  Thev  cooked  fir  more  than  was 
necessary:  thev  sent  it  as  presents  to  their  friends, 
who  probably  had  more  than  they  could  eat  :  and  as 
food  cooked  with  coconut  sauce  would  not  keep 
uood  more  than  one  dav.  tlie  people  ate  to  excess  and 
threw  away  the  lest.  .V  i.ifuan  proverb  savs, 
■'  Throw  stars  uj)  to  the  sky,"  or  "■  (Jive  to  him  who 
has  abundance."  as  we  should  say.  "  Send  coals  to 
-N'ewca.stle." 

Kven  in  these  enlightened  days,  the  peopl(>  often 
make  themselves  ill  by  eating  too  much  :  especiallv 
is  this  th(>  case  when  there  is  a  good  harvest.  The 
natives  themselves  admit  that  whenever  fo(.d  is 
plentiful  there  is  more  sickness  than  usual  among.st 
them  ;  but  they  may  account  foi'  this  bv  telling  you 
the  following  .story:  "In  the  ilays  of  old,  "the 
chief.s  and  their  .sons  had  the  power  of  transfornung 
themselves  into  all  kinds  of  aminals.  On  one 
occasion,  a  young  chief  took  upon  himself  the  form 
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(if  a  fill,  and  went  rcconiioitiitijr  under  ground.  Ho 
catnc  u|i'iii  a  largt'  cave.  inlial)ited  \>y  a  demon  (I  Icult'). 
in  tlic  shape  ot  a  man,  wlio  rerpived  liiiu  kindlv  and 
otT(M(Ml  liim  food.  'I'hc  rat  ol).s(Mved,  however,  that  the 
food  .set  l)efore  him  was  not  so  white  and  appetisinti 
as  that  whicli  his  liost  was  eating  ;  so  he  hogged  that 
a  small  portion  of  the  superior  food  might  be  given  to 
him.  To  this  the  demon  objected,  giving  as  his 
reason  tliat  such  food  was  intended  only  for  those  who 
dwelt  under  ground,  and  must  never  he  eaten  bv 
human  beings. 

■'  The  rat  made  no  replv.  l)ut  ho  was  not  pleased. 
DireetK-  he  leaehed  home,  ho  related  all  his  adventures 
to  one  of  his  brotheis,  dwelling  largelv  on  the  tempting 
appearance  of  the  forbidden  food.  Finally  the  two 
decided  thev  would  return  together  to  the  cave  and, 
if  nocessarv,  force  the  demon  to  give  up  a  portion  of 
the  coveted  treasure.  Again  they  were  cordially 
received,  and  refreshments  were  olTored  to  them,  but. 
alas  !  none  of  the  kind  they  so  ardently  longed  for. 
ill  l(>oking  round,  however,  they  noticed  a  small  piece 
laid  carofullv  on  one  side,  and  the  moment  their  host's 
back  was  turned  they  snatched  it  up  and  rushed  ofV 
to  the  u|)per  regions.  I'leule  hastily  rushed 
after  them,  lut  he  was  not  (juick  enough  to  recover 
his  treasure.  He  was  extremely  angry,  and  sent  his 
malediction  after  the  two  culprits  in  the  following 
words:  '  Whenever  you  have  a  large  harvest  of  my 
food  the  yam  -1  will  levy  a  heavy  toll  upon  you, 
and  will  claim  for  myself,  or  for  death,  a  large  number 
of  your  people."  "  Hence  the  l.ifuans  attribute 
their  sicknesses  and  deaths  to  the  effects  of  the  demon's 
curse  and  not  to  unrestrainetl  indulgence  in  eating. 

The    Lifuans    also  say   that   this   demon   and   his 
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satcllitos  still  (lucll  iu  th',>ii'  suhtt'i  rancaii  luiiiic,  iuid 
that    wlieiu'viT    tlit'v    call    to    iiiiiul    tlic    saciile<;ioiis 

pliuidor  of  tlii'ir  f I.  tliov  are  filled  with  wrath  and 

indignation,  and  endeavour  to  create  a  famine  in  the 
upper  regions  hv  pulling  the  growing  vatns,  planted 
1)V  the  natives  down  to  their  own  realms  ;  and  so 
powerful  are  their  etTort.s  that  thev  shake  the  whole 
island,  nuich  to  the  amusement  of  the  natixcs.  hut  to 
the  dismay  of  the  Kuropeans.  wlio  fail  to  see  the 
humorous  side  of  earthquakes. 

When  food  hecame  scarce,  and  this  happened 
almost  every  year  dining  the  earlv  months,  the 
natives  never  seemed  to  have  attrihu'  >'  the  fanune 
to  their  own  wasteful  j)ro(ligalitv.  On  such  occasions 
they  tried  to  satisfy  their  hunger  hv  eating  the  hark 
of  certain  tiees,  wild  fruits,  the  i-oots  of  the  gigantic 
taro,  as  well  as  anothiu'  root  called  "  Zi."  which  root 
takes  ahout  twenty-four  hours  to  cook  to  remove  its 
acrid  taste,  and  even  then  it  is  scarcelv  suitattle  to  he 
u.sed  f()r  toofl,  manv  people  sufTering  ver\'  nmch 
from  inflamed  and  ulcerated  lips  after  eating  it  for 
.several  davs. 

llowe\er  much  the  people  suffered  from  fanune  (jine). 
they  never  learned  to  provide  for  emergencies.  Thcv 
seemed  to  have  made  up  their  minds  that  famines 
were  unavoidable  ino.st  disagreeable  things  whilst 
they  lasted  ;  l)ut  eveivone  suffered  alike,  and  <'verv- 
one  bore  the  trial  with  .stoical  patience,  (hvw  tightci- 
his  girdle,  and  looked  forward  to  better  times,  wlicri 
the  new  yams  would  be  readv  for  gatheiing. 

.lust  before  the  real  harvest,  small  v.ims  were 
t.d-;en  up  for  the  speci;d  use  of  the  clhci>.  the  aged  and 
tiie  young  children,  "^'oung  nieii  and  maidens,  and 
all   [)eople  of  robust   health,   weic  expected  to  denv 
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Fnr  the  most  pjiit  tlic  Loyalty  Islaiulci-  wove 
■<:»'tiiriaii>.  not  from  clioice.  but  from  npccssitv, 
(casioiially  an  ahiiormal  ciavitirj  possessed  tliciu  foi' 


atiliiial     l(io(l 


ind    sotiK'times    duiin^f    sic 
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developed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  he  re(.Mi(|ed  as  part 
of  ihe  malady,  which  the  patient  was  too  feeljle  to 
tijilit  a;,'ainst.  and  the  friends,  reco<.rnisin<i;  the  svmj)- 
toms.  scoured  the  hush  in  search  of  wild  birds,  ciahs. 
;fiul»s.   rats,  tlviny  foxes  -indeed  notliinji 


and  sliells. 


caiiic  amiss  except  the  wlute  owl  (men),  the  kin<rPsher 
(cicii^te)  and  the  lizaid.  Of  the  three  last  named  no 
iiati\c  coul(^  evei'  he  induced  to  paitake  :  helievinjf  as 
lie  did  that  thev  were  embodied  spirits.  Neither  would 
he  kill  tliem,  lest  he  should  injure  the  person  whose 
spirit  was  enshrined  in  the  bodies  of  these  uncann\- 
creatui'es. 

The  Lifuans  have  a  special  term  to  sipnifv  a  desire 
tor  animal  tood  "  pi,"  wish.  "  iini,"  animal  food  ;  .so 
that  when  anyone  receives  an  invitation  to  "  (l!ii," 
he  knows  that  some  kind  of  meat  will  foiiii  the 
piinci)  al  part  of  t!ic  food  set  before  him 

111  tlicvse  days  the  people  often  ""  (iiii.""  foi-  there 
ale  not  only  cats  and  doj^s.  piirs  and  fowls,  but 
oc-asionallv  a  dead  horse  or  cow  is  handed  over  to 
them  W'h.'her  the  animal  is  accidentally  killed 
CI  dies  ol  some  disease  is  immaterial  to  a  Lovaltv 
l-lander.  Indeed  few  thing's  in  the  form  of  meat 
food  come  amiss  to  him  ;  even  if  he  knows  the  food  is 
unsuitable,  he  will  often  eat  it.  and  take  a  strony 
eiiii'tic  after\\ards. 

\u  old  !i  in.  a  servant  of  oiiis.  mice  jjravelv  wained 
u.>  a^'aitist  catiuL'  a  ceitain  tisli  that  had  been  t'iven  to 
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us.  II,'  ,i>sui<'(l  us  wr  shnuld  l)t'  ill  it  we  ate  it  :  liut 
that  the  tisli  should  not  lie  wasted,  he  Ix'inTod  us  to 
>;ivt'  it  him.  sayin-i  tl'iit  althou<:h  he  would  have  the 
pleasuic  of  eat'tif,'  it.  he  would  also  have  the  pain 
of  retuiiiing  it.  \>y  means  of  a  stidrij,'  emetic  a  lair;e 
dose  of  s;dt  watei'. 

One  meal  |iei'  day  was  consideicd  sidiicient  for  anv 
man,  hut  ther(>  were  so  mauv  stop(raps.  such  as 
siii;ar-caue.  coconuts  and  wild  fiuits.  that  outsideis 
have  declared  the  one  meal  heiran  in  the  morning' 
and  ended  when  the  peoj)le  lav  down  to  sleep. 

The  national  dish  was  a  species  of  steamed  j)uddinif, 
baked  on  hot  stones,  and  covered  with  earth.  The 
Tiifuans  called  it  ""  Itra.'"  the  Uveans  "  Bunya."' 

Kvery  eveninir  all  ranks  and  ages  partook  of  thi.s 
dish,  which  wa.s  both  Tuitritious  and  delicious.  The 
people  never  wearied  of  it  :  they  never  felt  the  need  of 
salt  or  appetisers  :  they  had  always  the  sau<'e  Nature 
gives  to  those  whose  lives  are  spent  in  the  pure  fresh 
air.  Hut  as  time  goes  on  these  simpde  tastes  are 
becoming  more  and  more  depraved.  I  heard  nH'ently 
of  a  fea.st  that  was  lield  a  ratu/hiisc  at  one  of  oui' 
villages,  where  an  honoured  guest  helped  himself  to 
a  piece  of  bread  on  wliich  he  sj)read  a  thick  layer  of 
liutter.  then  of  jam.  then  of  condensed  milk,  and  lastly 
<tf  mustard,  which  was  served  in  a  soup  plate.  lie 
took  one  huge  bite  ;   and  left  the  table  in  haste. 

The  making  of  the  family  pudding  the  "  itra  "  - 
formed  a  very  important  pait  of  a  woman's  dailv 
routine.  It  was  undertaken  with  great  deliberation, 
and  some  solemnity.  Every  woman  was  an  accom- 
plished cook  :  that  is,  she  could  make  one  dish,  and 
she  made  it  exactly  as  hei'  grandniotlnM-  and  great- 
grandmother  mad(-  it. 
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l)iiriti<;  till'  (liiv  slic  hidiiirht  iidiii  Ikm  (jiinltMi  a 
Mi|)[»ly  of  \f(rctal)l('s  ((.((pniits  and  liiiiiana  loaves 
Uiiiiotreiin)  ;  ami  as  the  sun  sank  towaids  the  horizon 
>in'  tuiiM'd  hci'  attiMition  t<>  pn-paiini:  tlio  cvoninrr 
I  K'al. 

She   took    licr   stMt    on    tlic    •rrouiul    and   arranged 
all   the  ncccssaiv  aiti-lf^  about   licr.     She   i)egan  by 
stn|)i)ing  oil  most  of  the  ticshv  lihs  from  the  Imnana 
leaves.     ,ft<'r    which    she    passed    the    leaves    over   a 
hlazing    fire    to    make    tlcm    soft    and    pliable.     She 
pi-eled    the    vam   and    taro.   and    as   these   would    be 
injured  with  washing,  ^'reat  skill  was  needed  to  keej) 
them  (juite  clean.     The  vam  \va<  stood  on  end.  and 
ulnlst  the  cook   held   it   in  place   with   her  left  hand, 
with  her  ri^rht  she  chipped  aivay  every  .scrap  of  skin 
;ind  dirt  with    her   little   thimble   of  a    mussel  shell. 
She  knew  that  later  on  she  would  need  to  pour  .sauce 
over   her   puddinir.   and    she   prepared    for  this   now, 
bv  niakinir  a  slij/ht  hollow  in  the  iri„und.  or  forming 
a  rinjr  of  small  st(»nes.     Over  this  she  arranged,  in  all 
<lirections.  lengths  of  thin  vine,  or  nud-ribs  of  bana  .a 
leaves.     T     se    vines    were    about    three    vards    in 
length,  anw   were  so  arranged  that  all  the  ends  were 
on  the  outside.     Over  them   were  laid    in  the  same 
maimer    ai)out     half    a     dozen    banana     leaves     the 
old   toin  ones  first,  and   last  of  all  the  young,   .soft, 
velvety  ones  which  nature  had  not  vet  unfurled,  and 
which  must  i)e  neither  cracked  nor  bi'oken.  otherwise 
they  were  useless.     A  proverb  savs.  ••  Ase  he  kiiie  la 
<lohno  "     the  banana  leaf  is  bn.ken.  or  the  thing  is 
done    and    can't    be    undone.     The    leaves    were^all 
gentiv    presse.l    down    into    the    .slight    hoHow,    into 
which    the    vam   was   clnpp,.,!    with    great    rare    and 
l)recision.      Herbs,    crabs,    fish,    flying    fo.\    or    other 
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<l;iiiiti('s  uciv  laid  on  tlio  top     and  o\cr  all  a  rich  u  lute 
sauco  (ziiiic  Olio)  was  ponrpd. 

This  same  was  niado  from  tlio  milk  of  ,„i«"  or  tw(. 
cocouuts  :  In-  the  niilk  I  mean  tli<"  n>al  juice  of  the 
kernel  ;  and  the  process  of  extractinc;  it  is  one  of  the 
most  important  items  of  •■  itra  "  making;.  KtiqiK'tte 
and  lonfT-estahlishrd  iisajre  demanded  that  certain 
individuals  only  were  elirrU.le  for  this  work,  ^'ounj/ 
men  and  '  ^ys  and  very  young  girls  onlv  were  allowed 
to  render  this  service.  Should  any  of  them  marry, 
however,  or  tran.sgross  the  moral  laws  of  sex,  they 
were  strictly  del)arred.  So  rigidiv  was  this  ride 
observed  that  if  ever  a  youth  was  found  making  this 
sauce  and  secretly  living  an  impure  life,  nialedirtions 
were  heaped  upon  him  hy  the  elders  of  the  con:- 
munity,  and  if  he  happened  to  he  the  heir  to  tlu' 
chieftainship,  he  and  his  family  were  sometimes 
disinherited. 

There  were  special  occasions,  however,  when  married 
women,  and  girls  (,f  mature  age.  were  not  debarred 
from  making  this  sauce  :  hut  it  mu.st  he  for  their  own 
family  only  -no  visitor,  or  relative,  must  he  invit"d 
to  eat  with  them  :  and  this,  with  a  Lifuan's  huge 
idea  of  hospitality,  somewhat  emharra,s.sed  the  familv. 
But  such  h)od  was  regarded  as  impure,  and  anv  man 
\.ould  willingly  go  hungry  in  preference  to  partaking 
of  It.  the  very  thought  of  which  Hlled  him  with 
nausea  and  disgust  :  and  any  woman  offering  hospi- 
tality under  such  circumstances  and  deceiving  her 
visitors  would  expect  to  he  punished  hv  having  all 
her  teeth  drop  out. 

As  to  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  this 
sauce  ;  the  hoy  first  .scraped  the  nut  with  a  serrated 
shell,  letting  the  snowy  flakes  drop  into  a  part  of  a 
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.-iirll  a  |(ic(('  (if  JMiiip  iinii  is  iiuw  used,  with  toctli  rut 
mt(i  one  cud  like  ,i  saw.  ami  lor  tmtlifr  (■(unt'iiifiicf 


It    IS  tastctHMJ  to 


II   siah  (i|    wdoil 


Wat 


•  T  was  a( 


[•l(><l 


til  the  scia|t('(l    (•iicimiit.  ami    the  wIkiIc  was  km-acUMl 
tiij:i't  Imm-   imtil   a    thick   civaiiiv    li(|iii(|    was   piiidui  I'il. 


The  nut  wn.-<    scra|»il  wit  I,  ii  ^sl■^ratl  d  .shell 

Tho  hoy  tlipii  took  up  ill  hoth  hands  n  f;;!antitv  of 
the  nut.  witli  as  much  liquid  as  possible,  and  tightiv 
pressing  it  between  the  palm  of  the  left  hand  and  the 
fingers  of  the  right  he  pointed  the  thumb  downwards 
so  as  to  form  a  kind  of  spout  down  which  the  liquid 
flowed,  and  was  regulated  over  all  p-.rts  of  the  itra. 
The  nut  was  tlien  replaced  in  the  gourd  and  mixed 
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a;.'airi  uitli  th,.  |i,,m,|.  ,,tt..r  ut  i.h  tlir  ..,11,., ■/.mi,'  ,111, 1 
mixmjr  w("i,.  N.,M.,.r...|  i.nni  ill  tlir  li,,m(l  u,is  tai-.rri  up 
and   p..iiml  urvi  the  vegetal. Ics.      Tf..-   pii. Miliar  ,„.u 


■^' ■'•■^     ^IlTII S,    IMI'IN,.    Tin:    (■(,(,, NTT 

roqiliivd    t(,    Im.    ,nN-,.r,.,|    „,,.    .,,„!    th,.    ,unk    (ll.l    ri    IS    I.V 

^■''''''"^'    '' '"'-    "'■    'li«'    leaves    ti,„n    Im'I.uv,    t..idiii<r 

thciH    uitl,     .',vat    car."   ..v.m    the    r,ip.   and   fastcninJJ 


.11  I.  ^i)(  i\i,  LiFK    liKisKs.  I'liiMTii;!-:  .-,.-, 

tllfln  III  tlicil  |iliUf>  li  .  till-  liillllfhiiis  \iii('^  wlmli 
wt'it  .1' LiliL't''!  |ii('\Hiiisl\  iiiidci  tln'itiM,  Tlit'M-  wcip 
\'.iiiiiiil  iiiiiikI  and  iMiiiid.  and  ii\)-i  and  iiiidn.  iiuti 
iinl  a  dii'p  o|  tilt'  li([iii(l  (  oiild  t'.s(a|ii'  or  a  jjiai'i  of  dirt 
'iiid  it<  uav  msidc.  The  itiii  was  now  rcadv  for  tlif 
uM'ii.  wImi  li  liad  still  to  Ix'  prt'p.ii'cd  iU\r  natiiialK' 
wdiidrt-  \\li\'  tins  was  not  donf  lit-tou'      it  is  in  these 
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"■  y                     **                                                                 ^^fe^H^fl^^^ 

ask  '-'' 

\  -trict  cti'iii'itr  |in\  hIi'iI  M^^  "1  will'  shniilil    -(|uri'ze  tin- 
siiiici'  ■■viT  1  li'-  "  llru 

day^.  Iiiit  forineilv  the  lespoiisiliilitv  of  iniikinj;  an 
itia  was  (|iiite  heaxv  enoiiijh.  without  the  (list lactinii 
ot  wafcliiii^  a  liic  iiiiiti  up  and  die  down. 

The  tire  was  laid  in  the  >anie  wav  as  the  leaves  aii<l 
vines  foi  the  it i.t  iianielv,l)V  niakinjia  slij^ht  hollow  in 
the  ground.  a!id  over  this  was  arianifed  alternate  layers 
<if  wood  and  stones  about  the  size  of  an  ordinarv 
potato,  until  the  |)ile  was  eonsidered  sufiieiently  high  ; 
after   wtiieli    the  cook   set    tire   to  the   whole  and   sat 
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stones  >aiik  intu  flu-  In. I 
^••tiic  ot  t  lirsr 


i>\\ .  Ill  .1  i|iii\ cnii;.'  u  lute  In'. it 


well'  li'iiK  i\  I'll  with  .1  liiiM' 


fii'li'  (I  il;it  ).;iri(l 

otluTs  were  ;iir,inL'''il  in  .i  sniniitli  hivcr  in  tl |n\v. 

I  lit'  It  IJ  \\;i>  [ihiceil  (p|i  t  lil>  ;;|ip\\  iiju  liijiss  (i|  stiilic--,  ;i  nil 

tlit'ii.  w  itli  ,1  [Hill  III  till  1^1-  (,il<ii|().  iiLiilc  Imni  ;i  pK'ic  oj 


I'll.'  ■•  lliii  "  IS  now  n  itcly  I'.. I  llir  i)\.ii. 

IxMit  ciinc,  the  rest  of  the  hot  stones  were  iuiaiii,'t>ii 
ahoiit  tho  si(l,.s  and  over  the  top.  heinj;  held  in  their 
plaees  hy  layers  of  fresli  leaves  tliose  from  the 
castor  oil  plant  (uuni)  being  preferred.  The  cook  then 
hiiried  the  wfiole  under  a  heap  of  dirt  wliicli  she 
shovelled  up  with  h.  r  hands,  and  her  arduous  duties 
were  then  over,  it  simply  remained  for  her  to  iind 
an  old  woman,  place  her  on  the  top  of  the  heap,  and 
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-lie      l)V    >(illir    nccillt     |i'i\Vfr    WilS    SI||)|)()SC(1     to    ktloW 

wlii'ii  tlic  itr.i  Uiis  well  ((inkt'il.  Kiiiliiij:  the  <i''l 
udiiijiii.  ii  stdiif  was  (iccasidnally  flun^'  at  tlio  ticaj)  (f 
.lilt;  if  it  struck  and  wt-nt  otT  at  a  tangent,  tlic  food 
was  not  v<'t  cooked  :  if  tlie  stone  went  li^rlit  ov(  r  *lie 
top,  the  cook  knew  that  her  j)ii.!din<'  was  leaily  to  he 
t  ikcii  out  ol  the  oven. 

When  the  time  for  the  evenin<;  meal  arrived  the 
I  innlv  assemlded  wiMi  <ireat  (h  liheiation,  ami  \vaitod 
[iitientiv  for  an\-  missing  niemlier.  for  it  was  con- 
^idt Med  liad  form  to  show  tli.  |ea>t  ea),'einess  to  hefjin 
to  cat. 

The  itia  was  ])lace(i  upon  tlic  j^ronnd,  in  the 
le.ixcs  ;n  which  it  was  cooked  :  and  wlien  everyone 
had  .•-ettled  down  comhutahly  in  his  place,  tlie  wife 
op(>ned  the  top  leaves,  folding'  them  round  the 
sides,  so  as  to  make  a  rim  to  keep  in  the  sauce. 

At  these  times,  dread  of  a  sudden  attack  hy  some 
eneniv  usiiel'v  possessed  tneii'  minds  .  and  it  was 
ciistomarv  for  the  head  of  the  family  to  provide 
himself  with  a  stout  stick,  or  clul),  to  protect  himself 
anil  family  in  case  of  any  surprise. 

.Much  etiquette  was  oh.served  in  eating,  and  (juite 
an  unexpected  grace  was  shown  in  conveying  food 
to  the  mouth.  \  small  ;)iece  of  yam  was  taken  up 
on  the  point  of  the  mid-rib  of  a  coconut  leaf, 
(watidohim),  but  more  frequently  with  the  thumf)  and 
two  fingers  of  the  right  hand,  then  with  a  graceful 
little  curve  it  was  leisurely  and  daintily  carried  t(t 
the  mouth. 

Kver.one  lielped  hims;df  to  the  food  immediately 
in  front  of  him  ;  tliere  was  no  hurry  ,  no  reaching 
f)eyond  for  dainty  bits  ;  but  each  one  looked  after 
his  neigld)our  and   saw  that   he  liad   his  full   share. 
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l'iiss("i>-l)y  wt'iv  coiiliiilly  invited  to  stiiv  iiiid  cat,  no 
matter  liou  small  or  iar<re  the  itia  mifrjit  he.  Tlie 
head  and  shoulders  of  tisli  weie  the  choice  cuts 
tiiey  contained  the  eves,  and  other  daintv  mors(>ls 
an<l  tlie.se  weic  ;riven  to  the  women  ;  this  is  the  onlv 
case  I  have  ever  heard  of.  except  in  that  of  iion.se- 
Ituiidinu.  where  defeicnce  was  shown  to  the  women: 


Thv  ■It,-,,  ■■  u.is  i,hi<r,l  ,„,  il„.>.rn„iri.|  iiri.l  tli,.  faiiulv  M'litiMl 

tllcllisrlvrs    iirnliliil  H,  tl,,.  fntlllT  luivin;:  ;l   .-llll,  llrar  ill    ort.^,. 
Ml!  ih.liiy  NWiiiipnl  .|.,\M|    l||H,i,    lliiMll. 

•I  ..  tliere  was  a  thii<i  instance  of  this,  for  no  woman 
was  expected  to  eat  fish  that  was  possililv  unwhoh'- 
sonie  the  men  ate  that,  and  followed  it  u|)  i)v  an 
em  tic  of  salt  water. 

Wiienever  a  numlier  of  p-rsons  sat  down  tojrether 
to  an  itra  that  contained  fish,  hirds.  snails  or  flvinjz 
fox,  the  man  wlio  ranked  lowest  in  the  partv  saw  "that 
these  daintie  were  .>rpialiv  divided  ;  hut  should  he, 
for  the  time,  happen  to  he  the  liost,  his  j.osition  was 
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r.xalrcd.  and  soiih'  otlici  person  of  low  niiii'  took  upon 
liinist'lf  this  (liitv. 

A  stranger  visiting  ainonijst  tlierii  took  precedenee 
of  the  thief,  and  the  choicest  food  was  placed  hefore 
iiini.  If  possii)le  he  had  an  itra  all  to  hitnselt,  and 
no  tiienilier  ot  the  family  would  accept  his  invitation 
to  join  hiiu  ;  if  no  separate  itra  was  possible,  then 
the  one  provided  for  the  fainilv  was  place(l  before  hini, 
an  i  at  his  invitation  his  host  and  huuilv  became  his 

<iUc>ts. 

In  th<>  matter  of  food,  more  tl  .m  in  most  things,  the 
Loyalty  Islander  loves  making  a  displav  ;  and  some- 
times all  the  women  of  a  \illage  would  make  itras 
and  present  them  to  the  \isitoi-  tliev  delighted  to 
honour.  They  knew  he  could  not  possiblv  eat  more 
than  one  <>{  these,  and  that  as  a  niiitter  of  course 
he  would  invite  all  the  \illagers  to  eat  with  him. 
Sometimes  twenty  or  thirtv  of  these  itras  Iia\t'  been 
uivcn  to  us  at  one  time  for  ourselves  and  our  boat's 
crew.  ( >ne  of  the  leading  men  of  the  village  made  an 
eloquent  address  in  piesenting  them  ;  and  one  of  our 
|)arty  responded,  tha[d<ing  them  for  their  great 
generosity  and  saying  that  as  they  had  provided  for 
us  far  m(Me  food  than  we  coidd  ])ossil)lv  consume, 
we  should  be  very  plea.sed  if  they  would  all  sit  down, 
and  help  us  to  do  justice  to  the  good  thing.s  provided. 
It  was  a  very  happy  gathering  the  villagers  had 
shown  their  generosity  and  good  will  to  us  ;  we  had 
done  the  same  to  them  ;  the  eti((uette  of  the  countrv 
had  been  strictly  observed  ;  all  was  in  good  form, 
and  all  the  people  were  contented. 

Some  time  ago  we  had  occasion  to  attend  a  large 
meeting  held  at  the  opposite  (Uid  of  the  island,  and  the 
home  of  one  of  our  big  chiefs.      People   were  there 
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ti' (111  all  parts  nl  the  island,  in  tlic  cvoaiiig  of  tlic 
(l;iy  (if  our  arrival,  the  day  Ixdnrc  the  nieotiri" 
wo  were  roqiiosted  to  seat  oiMseJ  .-cs  in  a  lari^c  circlp 
arourd  a  litige  })ilo  of  foo(i.  wliicJi  was  net  regarded  as 
real  food.  l)ut  as  ii^jit  refroslmu-ni,  siicli  as  oranjrt's. 
hanaiuis,  water  melons,  supir-canc  and  voung  coco- 
nuts. 

About  two  thousand  of  us  sat  down,  mostly  on  the 
iTound.  leaving  plenty  of  r  .in  in  the  centre  hu  the 
speakers,  who,  we  knew  ,ould  rush  ahout  and  get 
very  excited  as  they  waimed  to  their  sulfject. 
I.ifuans  love  meetings,  they  are  hoiii  oratois  and  good 
listeners.  The  food  wa-^  piesented  with  manv 
speeches  from  th<'  men  of  the  di.stiict  assuring  us  of  a 
heartv  welcome.  Tliey  ueie  too  [xilit"  to  remind 
us  that  we  might  have  been  just  as  welcome  in  the 
olden  days;  when,  instead  of  feeding  us.  tlu  v  would 
have  fed  on  us. 

In  the  midst  of  a  great  silence,  a  fine  voiing  bull 

was  le(     into  the  arena,  and  for  a  s(»cond  we  almost 

imagined    ourselves    in    Spain.     The    animal    was    a 

present,  specially  provided  for  those  who  had  travelled 

the    longest    di,  vaiices,    and    w  re    consequentiv    the 

greatest    strangers.     .More    speeches    followed,    after 

which  the  animal  was  led  away.     Next  morning  lie 

was  again  brought  forth  and  given  to  the  mi.ssionary 

as  a  present  from  the  people  of  this  district.     One 

may    imagine    the    wonder   and    a.stonishnient    and, 

I  think,  disappointment  i*'  the  mis.sionary  had  said, 

■■  Thank  you.   I   will  take  it  home  with  me."     Their 

faces  would  hav.;  shown  nothing,  the  matter  might 

sciircely  have  l)een  spoken  about  among  themselves  ; 

but  I  am  afraiii  the  missionary  v.  r)uld  have  lost  caste, 

as  being  ig'.orant  of  the  eti(p.'  t :     :,f  the  land,  and  who 
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would  liiive  .siilticiput  coinage  for  that  '.  Hut  the 
people  kru'W  their  friend,  and  it  was  (|uite  in  aecord- 
jiiice  with  their  expectations  wjien  he  thanked  them 
for  their  irenerosity  and  requested  that  the  hull  be 
killed  and  divided  amongst  the  j)eople  as  his,  -[jresent. 

However  manv  faults  and  defiei' luies  may  be 
detected  in  the  Lifiian's  character,  surely  in  the 
matter  of  food  and  eating  tliey  might  put  many  of 
our  countrymen  to  shame. 

They  Iiave  many  unwritten  law.s  on  these  subjects 
which  are  still  strictly  adhered  to.  For  instance, 
never  eat  ([uickly  ;  it  denotes  gluttony  ;  always  eat 
tJic  food  just  in  front  of  you,  and  never  notice  any 
dainties  a  little  beyond  ;  never  eat  before  people 
unless  thev  are  eating  too  ;  sliaie  whatever  you  have 
with  others,  no  matter  how  small  it  is,  ami  look 
pleasant  about  it  ;  take  whatever  is  offered  to  you. 
wliettier  vou  wane  it  or  not  to  refuse  would  show  a 
spirit  of  ingratitude  but  take  it  slowly  ;  indeed,  if  you 
can.  ignore  the  gift  for  one  or  two  seconds,  then  put 
out  your  hand  and  take  it  rather  reluctantly,  as 
tliough  ]ioH  were  the  one  conferring  the  favour.  By 
acting  in  this  wav  you  will  prove  that  you  are  l)y  no 
means  of  an  avaricious  disposition  ;  if  you  are  eating 
when  an  older  p'  son  joins  you,  offer  the  food  to  him 
at  ciMct'.  and  if  he  takes  the  whole  of  it  look  quite 
j)|cascd  i4ii(|  satisfied. 

During  one  of  our  visits  to  Uvea,  we  were  starting 
off  on  a  shell-collecting  e.\|)editioti  with  some  of 
the  iiovs  and  girls  of  the  village.  .\  few  of  us  were 
in  a  canoe  with  the  itras  (called  in  I'vea  bunya), 
etc..  whilst  the  rest  of  the  party  walked  along 
tilt'  saiidv  beach,  towing  our  canoe  behind  with 
a  >tidiig  rope.       .\t  the  last  moment  the  little  daughter 
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"t    "III-   can't.ikcr   can       nislnnir   up.    .ni.i    w.mt.Mi    tu 
i"'""i|)iiiu     us.      \\V    plarcd    l,.r   i,,    tl„.    h(,u   ,,f   tin- 
'•aiKM-  au.l  started  (.11       I  .,  ,|<."(|  I, t  il  she  had  eaten 
anvthmjr   |„.t,    ,.   staitiii.,'.      She   ^hv.'    .-.■   a    shv    look 
and  a  wiiuiinusiuih-,  thei     hook  hei     ■■ad.      Sh.'W.iild 
n..t  own  to    ^    rijr  hunjrrv.  I.iit  sh,   ^r|ad|v  accepted  a  tew 
liananas.      For    >Mnie      mie       ,e    sat    (piierlv     razin-r 
about  her.  then  she  lu'gan  to  <:et  n    Mess,  and  h<ljreted 
ahout    until    her  hack   was   turned    partiv   to   u^'and 
{>a   tly   to   ner  fr,   nds  on   the   Kcach.    with    licr   kn-es 
pulled   up  t<     her  chin.      I    watc  ned   her  quiclv.   and 
soon    <aw    that    she    was    ha\    n^:   a    struggle    l.etween 
uatur;       poiiten:'   >    and    th<'    cravings    of    an    eniptv 
stotnacn.      T'      iiand   iiiat  held  a  banana   was  n-sting 
on  h(u-  knee,  and  at  ccutain  intervals  her  nmuth  went 
flown  to  it,  and  after  taking  a  bite  she  turned  her  face 
towanK    the   .sea    whilst    she   ate   it.      Slie    was    but    a 
chdd      her    hunger    was   appeased,    and    no    one.    she 
hoped,  had  noticed  her  breach  nf  go,„|   manner-. 

Again  eti([uette  demands  that  you  -hould  depreciate 
\.-hatever  you  giv"  to  another.  >peak  of  a  string  of 
fish  as  two  small  fish,  and  of  a  pde  of  food  as  just" an 
itra. 

Many  years  ago.  before  I  liad  iearnt  this  form 
of  politeness,  we  arri.ed  at  a  village,  tired  and 
hungry,  e.xpecting  dinner  would  be  provided  f,,r  us. 
I  noticed  That  there  was  an  entire  al)sence  of  the 
usual  bu.stle  and  hurry  aIucIi  generally  indicate  the 
pre])aiation  of  food,  and  J  began  to  fear  we  were  to  go 
(ui  our  jouriH-y  dinnerle.ss.  The  pastor  leceiv.'d  us 
most  kindlv.  and  after  talking  with  us  for  sonic  time 
he  (|uietly  said.  "  Would  you  like  to  e.it  a  few  sweet 
potatoes  '  ■■  X(,\v  sweet  potatoes  are  about  the 
commonest  food  thev  ha  >  e,  ranking  with  the  Kn<r!ish- 
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iiiiin's  tmiiip  ;  Iml  tiniii;)s  :ii"  sweet  t.»  a  liuiijirv 
iiiiiii  so  we  siiiiliii;,'lv  ac(f|it('(l  liis  otlVr  of  a  tew  sw^'ct 
|»otatoe.s.  He  hado  us  follow  liiin.  and  ue  soon  found 
///v  swoet  j)otatoe.s  meant  a  suinj)tuous  feast  of  good 
tliiiifis. 

As  I  lia\('  already  said,  you  arc  .'Xpccted  to  arccpt 
whatever  is  offered  to  you  :  hut  vou  niav  at  once  pass 
it  on  to  some  other  person,  even  thoi.fjh  vour  bene- 
factor he  standing;  iieai'.  The  present  is  no  longei- 
his  it  is  yours  ;  and  shall  a  man  not  do  what  h?  likes 
With  his  own  '. 

If  you  are  veiy  popular  with  the  natives,  or  if  thev 
fe<'l  they  are  indehted  to  y:)U.  they  will  sometimes 
come  in  a  crowd,  hiiu^iiig  voii  a  present  of  vams. 
taro,  nuts.  ti.sh  (»r  fowls.  These  things  thev  will 
arrange  before  you.  and  whilst  this  is  going  on  vou 
are  expected  to  observe  nothing,  no  matter  how  the 
fish  leap  or  tlie  fowls  Hutter.  But  when  the  spokes- 
man i'ddres.ses  you  bv  name,  w.ives  his  hand  towards 
the  j)ile  of  food,  and  .says  that  the  chief,  and  pastor, 
deacons,  and  church  members,  non-church  metid)ers, 
and  the  rest  of  the  ])eople  of  the  village  have  brought 
you  this  j)re.sent  to  show  their  love  to  vou,  then  oulv 
will  you  notice  *\w  things  which  lie  before  vou.  and 
give  full  expression  to  your  great  admiration  and 
surpri.se  at  the  generosity  of  the  chief,  pastor,  deacons, 
and  all  the  people  of  the  village. 

Jt  I.  a  pretty  sight  to  see  the  families  sitting  around 
their  evening  nieai.  When  it  is  fine,  ihev  prefer 
sitting  outside  their  little  huts,  where  the  cool  breezes 
blow  about  them,  whilst  their  briglit  fire.s  light  up 
the  graceful  j)alms  over  tlieir  heads,  and  seem  to 
intensify  the  dense  darkness  around.  Xow  that  thev 
■ire  no  longer  afraid  of  the  enemv  swoo[)ing  down  upon 
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tlnMii,  tlicv  I'ok  \('iv  li.i|)[)V  and  (■ontciitcil  ;  tlicn' 
is  no  wonv.  no  Imrrv.  Wlicii  tlic  meal  is  over  tlicn' 
ail'  n<»  jfioasv  pots  or  pans  t:)  Ix'  waslicd  ;  l»ut  these 
are  now  hei'oiiiinjf  necessities  in  every  household. 
The  ^ood  lionsewife  ^fathers  up  tlie  hvives  of  the  itra 
and  throws  thoin  on  a  rubbish  heap  near  at  hand. 
The  soiled  finders  are  wiped  on  the  trunk  of  the 
nearest  tree,  or  rubbed  throu<ih  their  toush'd  h)cks  : 
there  may  be  a  h>ud  sinackinji  of  Hps  and  suckino;  of 
teeth,  and  then,  the  most  ai;reeable  pastime  of  the 
(hiv  IS  over. 

But  pubhc  or  tribal  feasts  were  much  more  hi<ihly 
apy)reeiated  than  family  jxatherings. 

Kverv  man  provided  his  own  food  ami  trieil  to 
outdo  his  neighbour,  lie  ported  himscdf  to  his 
heart's  content,  enjoved  the  society  of  his  friends,  and 
no  doubt  imatjined  himself,  for  the  time  being,  as  a 
person  of  some  im])ortance. 

The  slightest  excu.se  was  sufficient  to  call  a  feast. 
Whenever  a  child  was  born  the  relations  and  friends 
rejoiced  with  the  parents  :  but  as  this  was  not  easy 
to  do  on  an  emptv  .stomach,  a  feast  was  made,  which 
was  named  "  t!  '  feast  of  eating  the  baby."  .Marriages 
were  celebrated  by  feasts  ;  not  always  at  the  time 
of  the  wedding,  but  a  few  weeks  afterwards.  .At 
the  present  time,  Kuropean  food  is  veiv  nuicli  used, 
and  even  knives  and  forks,  plates  and  spoons.  The 
more  am'oitious  are  beginning  to  make  lough  seats 
and  tables.  .\  feast  of  tliis  (le>;cription  was  being 
held  at  a  village  a  few  miles  fiom  here,  when  an  old 
man  appeared  on  the  seen-'.  Foi  some  time  he 
spake  not  a  word,  but  gazcnl  on  the  companv  with 
great  scorn  :  then  bursting  out  into  abuse,  he  ex- 
claimed,   "  What    do    you    mean    by    eating    in     .ml 
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|in,siti(.ii  '  Do  you  iiiia^niit'  that  it  is  possililc  to  (ill 
your  stoiiiachs  sittinj.'  ii|i  like  f/iuf  .^  (ict  douii  f)ri 
the  Moor  and  enjoy  ycMiisclvcs  :  rjct  df.wii.  I  sav,  so 
that  \ou  can  ('.it  satislactorils  and  lill  vour  stornaciis  " ; 
and  then,  Ms  wiatli  and  indnjiiation  <,'('ttinjf  the 
\>i'\\vv  ol    hini.   he   ponivd  out   such   vials  of  scathiru' 


().cii-i..riiilly  the  tii^'  ,  liirf    j.i.i,-,.,!  „  i„li(i:i  <.ii  all  !lw 
I  cji  ,.iiuf>  n>  ins  di-'  rii-i 

rciraiks  that    tiic  youny  men,   Ix-inir  uJiahIo  to   ht'ar 
the  <haine  and  displace,  rose  uj)  in  a  body  ami  fled. 

Occasionally  the  hiir(!ii,.f  placed  a  talx.o  (masua'  on 
all  c()ro?iut  trees  in  his  district,  hy  havM-.jra  lew  leaves, 
<ir  hushes,  tied  to  one  of  the  trees,  '['here  seems  to 
ha\e  hcen  no  reason  whatever  foi'  this,  unless  it  seived 
as  a  demonstration  of  the  chiefs  power.  Whenever 
th.  taboo  was  removed,  the  nuts  were  gathered  into 
a     hunre     p.le,    and     divided    amongst     the    people, 
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who  wfif  -()  (lt'li<;litfil  lit  till'  i^ciirrositv  ol  tln-n  cliicf 
that  thfv  riiiuh'  a  hir^'c  feast  and  callfil  their  iiimi:1i- 
hours  and  tiieiids  to  rejoice  with  them.  A  l»ij;  cliief 
stdl  tiil)()os  tlie  nuts,  hut  no  least  celehrates  its  removal: 
rather  is  tliere  secret  ^rimd)hii<,'  and  dissension  ;  tor 
the  mits  are  no  hm^er  (Hvich'd,  liut  maih-  into  co|)ra. 
and  tlie  money  chiinieil  hy  the  chief  for  some  special 
luxurv  for  himself. 

In  all  tlu>ir  feastinj^s.  and  at  theii-  evenini;  meals, 
tlie  Lovaltv  Islanders  weie  not  in  the  hahit  of  drinkinj:. 
until  the  repast  was  over  :  then  water  and  vounjr 
coconuts  (niaiikanu)  were  tlieii'  only  heveiaiie. 

( >ccasionallv  the  voun<i  men  induljzed  in  a  coco- 
nut drinkin<.'  Iiout.  hut  this  was  nevei-  followed  li\-  aiiv 
<.Ma\-e  lesults.  'Phev  went  otV  in  a  (•om|)any.  and  when 
thev  found  a  jfrove  of  palm  trees  loaded  with  yoiin^f 
nuts,  thev  would  settle  dftwn  in  a  shady  spot  to  enjoy 
themselves.  Here  they  stayed  for  hours  chattin<r, 
drinkinif  the  youn^  nuts,  and  eatinjz  the  soft.  iiul|)y 
kernels.  .\  voiin<;  luit  contains  hetween  one  and  two 
^'ills  of  water,  and  the  men  reckoned  about  twenty 
luits  for  each  person  a  fair  allowance.  (I  am  told 
that  one  of  our  Lifuan  chiefs  drinks,  and  eats, 
refjulailv  about  twenty  nuts  a  day.  .\fter  makini;  a 
heartv  meal,  he  was  scon  once  to  eat  and  drink  nineteen 
voung  luits  as  a  kind  of  dessert  :  an<l  occasionally  he 
is  a})|p  to  consume  ahout  thirty.)  It  was  of  small 
importance  if  the  voung  men  felt  somewhat  uncom- 
f().tal)le  after  their  dissipation  tliey  had  enjoyed 
themselves,  and  were  willing  to  take  the  consequences. 


(  IIAI'TKi;    V 

\\(ii;k      \(.i;i(  I  i/n  hi:,  i-i.miinc,  hoi  sK-i{rii.i)i\r. 

^^  ^-  ■'"  ■Hliiiit    tli;it   climate   is  a    jx.t.'ut    factor  in 
-lct.'iiiiiiiin<r  tlic  industrial  ((iialitics  n\  a   people,  and 
It   IS  thcicloiv   not    to  he   \v<.n(leivd   at  that   iu  these 
l-eautiliil  l.ovaltv  Islands,  with  such  channinjT,  thoii<rh 
at   times  eiMTvatinir.   weather,   and  alsc.  such  prolific 
s(.il.  the  natives  should  he  somewhat  lackin.,'  in  eiienrv 
aii'l  indnstiv.      I'rovided  tor  so  hoiintilully'hv  nature, 
Mild  with  M,  small  an  oiitlav  of  lahoiir,  we  sjiould  expect 
to  lind  them,  as  ind.'ed  thev  are,  almost  incapal)lo  of 
steady  and  continuous  work.     Should  occasion  arise, 
however,   for  the  execution  of  any   hia  undertaking," 
such    as    housi'  hiiildincr.    scriih-clearin^r,    etc.,    tlu^v 
would  work  (|uite  as  well  as  the  average   Briton,  for 
several  consecutive  days  ;    and  if  the  noi.sv  laughter 
■iiKlchattering  and  shouting  with  which    hev  accom- 
panied their  toil    were  any   criterion,  thev  certainly 
enjoyed  their  work. 

In  the  absence  of  any  such  call  for  exertion,  much 
of  their  time  would  be  spent  in  wandering  aiinlessly 
about  m  the  bush  ;  or  the  time  would  be  passed 
pleasantly  enougli  lounging  about  the  home,  sleeping 
in  their  cool  huts,  or  under  the  shadv  palms,  and  as 
the  co<»l  <.t  the  evening  .Irew  near  thev  would  meet 
un.ler  tlie  spreading  banyan  tree  foi'  a  friendly  chat. 

F  2 


* 


68 


\\i(»N(;  'iiii;  WTiNFs 


l-l'.  I 


It  \\.i>.  lit  ((lUi^c.  ni'(c»ai\'  til, it  siiiiic  wiiik,  mhIi 
;i>  fiaidt'lUIl^'.  shdulil  1)1'  ilnlic  with  llioir  or  lc>-> 
rt'^rulatitv  :  Imt  as  tlu'ic  \va>  no  ^'irat  liHiiuiil  attadH'd 
t(i  |)lantiii;4  ni-  wccdinjr.  tiifsc  diitio  nmti-  iiatiiiaii\- 
it'k'tjiitod  to  the  woiih'h  and  jzni>.  \vlio  soon  Ix-canu' 
t'X|M'rt  au'iirulturists.  Morcovci',  it  was  i.^ 'nc  tally 
liolicvcd  that  tood  planted  liy  male  hands  would  never 
iTiow.  Neveittieless.  the  men  ueneiallv  helped  at  one 
or  two  o|)eiations  which  entailed  heavy  lalioiii  siicji 
as  iMittiiijx  down  and  Iniiiiinjr  the  sciiili  and  yoiini.' 
trees,  oi-  di;.';^in<i  the  j^'idund.  To  "  (jeii  '  means  to  cut 
down  and  linrn  si  nil)  :  and  the  month  ot  "'  (,>eii 
Ma\-  or  .lime  was  the  pid|)er  time  ot  the  veai  to,  this 
wdik  to  lie  done.  Moreover,  it  is  sai<l  that  the  whales 
came  into  the  lia\-  ainiind  the  coast  to  nurse  their 
voun<r  ahoiit  till-  time,  and  their  spoiitin>i  suyi^ested 
a  cloud  ot  smoke,  such  a-  is  commonly  seen  at  ([cu 
time. 

.\tter  i[eiiin<:,  or  liuriiini,'  up  scriil).  came  the  laliori- 
ous  work  <it'  di^'^nn<i  up  (tiolmeii)  the  .>un  liaked  laiel. 
This  was  indeed  no  li^dit  task.  l)Ut  here  again  the 
men  otl'ered  their  services. 

The  onlv  to<ils  tliev  had  were  thick  staves  of  haid 
wood,  pointed  at  one  end  ;  and  these  were  prepared 
during  the  month  of  "'  I'geweji-.'" 

Now  ■'  I'geweje"  (prepare  your  stakes)  was  a  cold 
month,  if  one  mav  so  descrihe  a  temperatuie  ot  .')•) 
or  <)0  Falir.  :  hence  it  was  custotnaiy  lor  the  men  to 
sit  l)V  the  tiresiih'  all  day  long,  alternately  huriung 
and  wliittliiig  the  ends  of  their  stakes,  until  they  were 
sutlicientlv  strong  and  |)ointed  to  penetrate  freely  into 
the  hard  groutid.  Nevt-r  for  a  moment  would  aiivone 
think  of  tliggi.ig  ii|>  the  whole  of  the  plantation  :  that 
woulii    indeed    lie   a    great    waste   of   lalioiir.     Special 
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■  It"  I  it  1 1  III  cut  li.  ,1111 1  I  lit  1 1  t  lii>  t  Ih"  stiikr  u;is  (liivfii  t  wo 
III-  tlii'iT  tunes,  liciiii.'  uniki'd  mhihiI  ;iii<1  iouikI.  t<> 
iiiul  till,  until  the  ulidlf  putcli  was  well  iiuKcriscd. 
'I'lic  Wdini'ii  scddprd  the  soil  out  <il  tin'  Imlc,  and  Iti'Idic 
rrtiiinin^'  it  tlics    IicimI  it  tH'in  all  IkikI  liinips,  stoiios, 

w Is   and    rodts.        jntd   this    lied    df   sul'^  cartli    tlic 

>;i()wiiiji  end  ot  the  \arn  was  |(lantt'd  (di-  a  small  wIkiIc 
diif),  and  when  the  littli-  sliodts  appcaird  ahdVf 
jiniund  a  iniinlitT  df  lijilit  hranclics  were  aiia!ij;t'd  over 
tlicni.  tdninnix  a  kind  ot  liodtli.  wliicli  answered  the 
double  purpose  of  suppoitiiij^  tlh'  \  iiies  and  shelterin^r 
the  roots  t'roin  the  tieice  ravs  of  the  sun  at  a  latei- 
period. 

At  this  season  ot  the  \ear  the  weatiui  was  hecoiniri^ 
fairly  Iiot,  ami  the  hiishaiidinaii,  iinaecustoined  to 
such  work,  liuds  it  nece.s.sarv  to  lean  often  on  his 
wooden  .stake  as  it  rests  in  an  inclined  position  in  thf 
<;round,  an<l  so  the  month  for  difigin*^  is  called 
"  crooked  stick  "     "  <^alew('je." 

Kvery  man  was  a  landed  pioprietor.  and  pos.sessed 
mor(>  t;round  than  he  care<l  to  use  ;  besides  wliich 
he  could  always  hire  any  piece  of  vacant  land  that 
fie  miirht  fancy,  on  the  understandini;  that  he  ga\e 
the  owner  a  small  portion  of  the  produce. 

.V  plot  of  land  cho.sen  for  a  plantation  was  ifenePidly 
one  that  was  covered  with  younjf  trees  and  Imshes, 
iiecause  these  indicateii  by  their  lieiglit  the  lej\gth  of 
time  that  the  ground  'lad  remained  fallow. 

The  yams  found  or  Mfii  in  the  earlv  days  were 
mostly  of  very  poo  (piality  and  few  varieties  ; 
luit  now  the  natives  a  'e  very  keen  after  new  species. 
Those  mostly  in  favour  at  the  ])resent  dav  are — 
"  kokoetha,"  an  earlv  vaiietv  :    "  lianefin."    a    white 
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nn.l  fl..uiv  yam:  "  Wiiineloj  "  and  •'  \vanjr,.|a\va/' 
b(.tli  cliicfs"  yams  ;  "  sciiscMi."  a  white  vain  with  a  ml 
and  purph' skin:  "  wannint-trawa."' a  red  vam  shaped 
soniewliat  like  a  man's  hand  :  •  cilo/'  dark  pnrpic  ; 
"\val)e,"  a  h)ng  rod  yarn,  verv  dithrnlt  to  cK.k! 
Loyalty  Islan<l  yams  vary  in  length  from  a  tew 
inches  to  three  or  lour  f.-et.  Creat  care  has  to  he 
exercised  in  handlin<r  the  lonj-  ones  s..  as  m)t  to  hruise 
them,  otherwise  they  would  soon  decav  and  he  unfit 
for  storajre.  Many  of  these  larjr,.  vams  were  enclosed 
m  plaited  coconut  leaves  and  passed  round  as 
presents.  In  this  district  of  Wet.  custom  demanded 
that  no  ••  aminate,"  or  commoner,  should  break  open 
the.se  leaves;  and  this  virtually  meant  that  all  large 
yams  done  up  in  leaves  were  the  perquisites  of  the 
chiefs  or  members  of  the  roval  family. 

Perha|)s  the  most  famous  yam  ever  grown 
at  Lifu  was  that  referred  to  in  the  following 
story.  Among.st  a  family  of  grown  u))  sons  there 
was  one  Walilime  the  youngest  (cipa)  who 
incurred  the  anger  and  jealousy  of  all  his 
bretJuen.  He  was  of  a  bright,  happy  dispc.sition, 
whilst  they  were,  for  the  most"  part,  surlv 
and  discontented.  They  suspected  their  brother  (if 
possessing  .some  secret  to  which  thev  were  unal)le 
to  discover  any  clue.  They  imaginet'l  that  bv  .so'ne 
occult  power  he  could  allure  birds  to  his  snares, 
fish  to  his  n-t.s,  and  suf.piv  himself  with  an  abundance 
of  food  and  wild  fruits.  .Meeting  him  alone  in  the 
bush  one  day,  thev  agreed  to  kill  him  and  burv  him 
on  the  spot.  This  they  did,  hoping,  no  doubt",  that 
some  of  his  wi,s(h)m  and  skill  might  enter  into  their 
own  bodies.  Years  afterwards,  -;,.rne  of  the  I)rothers, 
not    recognising    the    overgrown     place    as    ihe    spot 
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wlifif  tlicii-  inotluT  was  biiiicd.  decided  to  turn  it 
iritii  a  yam  plantation  :  and  a  yam  was  planted 
oNt'i'  the  hoy's  LMiive.  At  tlie  time  of  liar\est  this 
.'i'ei  lal  yam  was  tonnd.  not  only  more  deeplv  rooteil 
than  the  rest,  but  also  extendinjf  a  coiisideiai)!!' 
distance  alonjz  the  firound.  Not  wishinjf  to  injuie  it, 
the  liai'dener  worked  loni;  and  patiently  to  tree  it 
liom  eaith  and  roots  :  and  just  when  he  thou<rht 
he  had  succeeded,  he  heard  a  voice  tVom  the  depths 
sayin<r.  ""  This  yam  belongs  to  me."  The  man  was 
rather  disconcerted  for  some  time,  hut  overcomiiu' 
his  tears,  he  set  to  woik  again.  When  lie  thought 
the  vam  was  (piite  free  from  all  oi)structions.  he  put 
forth  his  full  strength  and  lifted  it  from  the  hole. 
i)Ut  to  his  intense  surf)rise  out  came  a  youth  vvith  his 
arms  aiound  it.  who  exclaimed.  '"  This  vam  he!;>ti(Ts 
to  me.'"  Alter  the  gardener  had  somewhat  lecovered 
from  his  amazement,  he  ventured  to  look  at  the  face 
of  the  youtti.  and  to  his  horror  he  .saw  that  he  was 
no  other  than  the  muideied  brother;  and  even  worse 
still,  that  he  himself  was  recognised  as  one  of  the 
muideiers. 

Sweet  potatoes  were  propagated  by  planting  (tran) 
the  tendrils  of  the  old  roots  tlii'ee  oi'  foui'  tendrils  in 
one  liunch.  and  three  orfoui'  bunches  in  one  soft  patch 
of  eaith.     Xo  supports  were  needed. 

The  young  shoots  of  taio  were  re{)lanted  in  soft, 
maishv  soil  and  mulched  with  dead  leaves  and  grass. 
The  large  swamp  at  Uvea  offers  a  splendid  field  for 
this  tuiier.  It  is  several  miles  long,  and  iesend)les  an 
immense  tield  of  lilies  not  yet  in  flower.  The  wo?n(Mi 
sometimes  woik  there  in  water,  knee  deep  ;  but  their 
disagreeable  toil  is  amply  lewarded.  for  thev  have 
food  the  whole  year  round,  and  one  can  rarelv  find 
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such  (Iclicioiis  tiitd  as  that 
l'v<'a.     The     '    ' 


^'idWfi  111  the  swamps  ,,f 
''"■"IS  fzrou-  this  f,M„|  als<,.  |,„t  nut 
m  swamp;  1,,.,.,.,.  it  is  of  veiv  inf-nor  r,ual,tv. 
I  lH>n-  aro  tow  varu-tios  ,.f  this  vojr(>tal,|.-.  There  is  th.- 
tan.  pumpkin.- s„  nam..,!  IVon.its  msoml.la.ur  f,  a 
I'K'ish,"  which  is  mi  and  white  in 
Aman.",'-  which  is  (rlel.ratcd  for  its 


piunpkin  (fuo) ; 
c<il<iiir  :   and  the 
uiimeious  shoots 
\\'lieue\-er    tlit 
<lig    up    tlie    snia 


l^ifuans    are    short    of    food,    thev 
vanis   they    formerlv    planted    as 

seed,  leavin«i  the  new  shoots  in  the 

dead  yams   are   called  •'  alit 

thev 


ground.     These 
The  Li f nans  {)retend 
lik<"  eating  th.-se  dead   vams.   which   are    hard 
tough.     wrinkle<l     an.l     almost     tasteless;      l.nt     the 
Uveans  .jeclare   that   eating   <lead    vams    is   ..lo.pjv 
akin   to  eatmg  dead    men.   and   thev   will     have     no 
ahts      ill  their  itras. 

Thanks  to  a  good  climate  and  the  nature  of  their 
toodph.nts.  there  was  never  anv  ditKcuItv  in  preserv- 
ing cuttings,  hulhs.  or  seedlings    for    ph.ntim.  •    nor 
Nvas  the  work  of  cultivation  nearlv    so    arduors    as 
"1  less  fav..ured   countries.     The    tendrils     of     sweet 
potatoes,  the  gn.wing  en.l  of  vams.  or  a  whole  vam 
a    whole  small   sweet  yam   call.-d    -Wale,"  and    the 
tops  of  the  sugar-cane,  simply  needed  to  be  placed  in 
the  ground,  and.   except  in  unusuallv  hot   weather 
thev  grew  and  flourished  without  uatering  or  weeding" 
At    the    present    day    maniota.    from    which    tapiora' 
IS  ma.e.  IS  f^rown.  and  propagated  l,v  pieces  of  the 
stem    hemg   hroken    off    and    replanted;     shoots   of 
cabbages  are  now  also  treated  in  the  same  wav 

(  oeonuts  were  alwavs  prixed.  ami  the  onlv  atten- 
tion  thev   needed    was   to   be   Idt    untouched'   on   tl 
ground  where  they  had  fallen  from  the  tr-^e 
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After  tlie  hanana  tm'  hoic  fruit  once  it  died  down, 
^'ud  several  yoiinjr  ones  spiaiicr  u,,  Ja  jts  pl;,(o  and 
aeeded  no  care  wiiatever  heyo)id  beinf;  tliiuned  oi  t 
and  transplanted. 

The  (lumps  of  sugar-eane.  towering  to  a  great 
height,  were  in  danger  of  Ix^ing  damaged  hv  the 
strong  winds;  and  so  for  .safety  thev  were  lashed 
together  the  canes  too  were  imijroved  in  quantity 
of  juice  and  flavour  hv  this  proce.s.s. 

By  woiking  well  for  two  or  tliiee  davs  per  week, 
the  Loyalty  Islanders  imght  have  had  abundance 
of  food  all  the  year  round. 

After  the  planting  was  all  done  the  garden  was 
rarely  visited  certainly  never  watered,  and  only 
weeded  about  twice  in  the  season,  when  the  weeds 
threatened  to  choke  the  plants. 

There     were    certain    superstitious     rules    strictiv 
observed    in   connection    with    gardening.     No    welj- 
wisher  expressed  ap])reciati()ii  of  a   friend's  gaiden  ; 
l)eheving  as  he  did  that  such  prai.se  would  cau.se  all  the 
roots  to  wither  up  ;  neither  would  he  point  at  vouhj 
gourds,  or  pumpkins,  lest  they  dried  up  and  dropped  off 
After  the  toil  and  fatigue  of  clearing  and  planting 
the  people  felt  the  need  of  rest  and  relaxation.     They 
usually  availed  them.selves  of  this  periorl  for  visiting 
their  friends  on  the  neighbouring  i.slands.  or  made 
them.selves  as  comfortable  as  possible  in  their  own 
homes,  and   waited  patiently  for  the  food  to  grow. 
Many    of   the    natives    who    have    worked     amongst 
white  people,  away  from  the  island,  and  seen  what 
advantages    result    from    the    u.se    of    manures,    are 
hegmning  to  question  whether  it  would  not  be  well  to 
use  them  in  their  own  plantations  :    but  so  far  no  one 
has  had  sullicient  courage  to  begin. 


amont;  tup:  xativks 


p  r.  f 


'"■■■Il-'|..s    tl„.    <.|M,.f    ..l.j.vtion     to    tins    n„luv;,t|n„     ,\ 

tH.  t..,.,„,r  ,.,  .I.s.usr  ..x,„.n..n,...|  l,v  ti.,.  natives 
'-r  tlH.  tluMijrht  „f,uvtlnnu,„  r|„.  u„v„t  r.HHl  |.,.,n.r 
t.ik-rn  Inun  tl,..  nu.lst  of  that  ulnch  thov  r(M.,,nl  uith 
su.-i  ivpn.na.ic...  .n.l  (,.  tluMr  rnsUnn  is^.ookir.r 
and  ciitiiirr  It  without  wasliinjr. 

'''';•';'■'''<' ''ll'amvstuasiu,|,;atr.ll,v  a. rrt.nusnu.ll 
,'■"•'  ^•';^^)-  ^^■'"•■''  """1"  a  P''''i.liar  lunnnnnu  uois.  a. 
'"•  (iitt.vl  toan.llrointl„M.v..uiujr;   also  I.v  certain 
l<'aves  tiinnn^r  ,,..1  an.l  tailing  to  the  ^rrouiul 

Alter  the  laa.l  had  I.eeu  used  tor  a  rotation  of  two 
or  thre..  crops,  it  was  alh.we.l  to  |,e  fallow  :  or  as  the 
natives  sai.l.  ,t  was  allow*.!  time  to  l.reathe.  until  it 
was  a.rain  covered  with  a  tinck  growth  of  useless 
weeds  and   saplings. 

Although,  as  I   have  sai,!.  there  was  abundance  of 
'and.  a.id  that  near  to  their  homes,  everv  fa.nilv  ma.le 
<">e  <.r  two  plantations  at  a  di.stance  of  .several  nules 
away.      This    foolish    custom    is    still    oh.served,    and 
whenever  we  have  ventured  to  point  out  its  absurdity 
to  any  of  the  natives,  slunving  how  much  time  was 
waste,   going  to  and  fro.  and  the  h.ng  distance  thev 
were  obliged    to    cam-  their  burdens,  the  people    in- 
variably looked  \erv  grave  and  said.  -  \-es    all  that 
.vou  say  ,s  qmte  true  -  :  but  no  atte.nj.t  was  nutde  io 
^'rtect  a  reform.     WV  often  wondered  at  this,  until  an 
o  d  pastor  once  said  to  mc  -  If  our  gardens  were  close 
at  hand  we  could  easily  get  to  our  food,  and  we  should 
use  It  extravagantly  either  by  eating  too  much  our- 
.s.'lves.  or  giving  it  away  ;    but  when  Our  gardens  are 
'"lies  away,  we  are  obliged  to  be  careful,  because  we 
<au    only   carrv    home    a    limited    supplv.    and    it    i.s 

nnposs.bletorushoffandget  moreata  moments 
"otice,  ami  this  is  a  great  advantage  to  us  " 
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litt 


»•  laliuiir  Kv  skill,  it  Wiis  iiof 


Altlioiiuli   rlic  cultivation   of  the  soil   involved   luit 

a  Work  to  be  reiranlcd 

'ii'    lood    plants    were 

suffered    con- 


li^rlitl\-    or    I'oniplacentK-.     Tl 


rei;iaikai)lv     free     fi 


sideiah 


oni     disease 


l)iit 


toxe 


ly  from  the   depredations  of    rats  (aji).   tl 


(thilil 


\'mu 


-;,  and  pilferinir  |,inls,   to  prevent  wliicli 


the  natives  resorted   to  the   use  of  sc 

the  (I 

was  > 

on  the  wincr.     The  body  was  formed  fi 


itres  (waza).  in 


e.-i>,nun<r  and  makinjzof  which  no  little  in<retuiitv 
hown.     One  of  these  represented  a  hawk  (hu/.ii) 

oni  an  unhusked 
were    made  of  a  few  sticks 


<ocomit.   and  the   wiiicrs 

<oveie.l    with    a   fibrous  sub.stance  (Ipami)  from  the 

coconut  tree. 


Another  scare  was  made   l)v  striii 


numlier  of   bulinuis  si 


giiig  togethei'  a 


lells  of  one  or  two  inches  ii 
loujith.     One  end  of  the  c(.rd  was  tied  to  the  tree 


Itearing  the  fruit  :  the  oth 
wh( 


M-  was  given  in  charge  of 


an  old  woman,  who  sat  in  the  shade,  and  wl 


lose  ( 


It  was  to  rattle  the  si 


lells  whenever  she  sa 


luty 


u   a   bird 


connng  near.  If  no  old  penson  was  available,  the 
end  of  the  cord  was  allowed  to  hang  loo.se,  to  be 
gently  moved  to  and  fro  l)y  the  wind. 

Still  another  scare,  and  one  that  was  mo-st  effective, 
was  made  by  placing  a  number  of  short  sticks  in  the 
ground,  about  the  roots  of  the  tree  that  the  natives 


Wl 


shed     to     protect.     These     .stick 


harmless,    but   to  the    b 


irds  thev   were  s 


hidden  da 


Tl 


nge 


were     peifectly 
uggestive  of 


rs. 


le  opprobrious  epithet  ••  man  o'  bush,"  denot 


a  ])erson  lacking  in  intelligenct 


be 
F 


c,  could  never  tru 


ing 


'PI 

or  wai 


)ll  Ml 


(o 


th 


thfully 


of 


majority    of    Lovalty    Islanders. 


opportunity  thev  might  know  little  of 


the  outside   w(/rld,   but   in  tl 


siiowei 


rreat 


leir  (jwn    province    thev 


skill  and  ob.servation. 
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'^^'  ■^^"'N'-'    Till-:    XATIVKS     ,.,.  ,.  ,„.  V 

,,''.''"'""■"  'V""'  ""•  "^'^"'"  ■""' ''"'^''"'"v -f  n.ost  „f 
f''Mrtn.,.s.  tin.  v.lu..nrutlM.nv,s,.o|tlH.,r|M,V,.s.  an<l 
^'1-  li-w  t„  „.,.  ,1,,.,,,  lur..v,.n.Mnnu.st,r  pumos... 
,  ""■^— ;-'''l--  to  u.lk  up  tl„.  |„.h,.st  ,.o,.o,nit 
n...  u„|,  ,..|n,.,sT  asliftl.  .liHin.ltvasu.lkn,.  .|..n. 
""',-•■'"""'•  ^""'  ^l'-'^-  >"".  w.lhonf  ,|„.  anl  „f  ,...„..' 
'■"""-•  "'-M,v  otlHM-  rlnnhiu.  ...ar  „s,..|  „,  various 
cniintiics  t(.r  this  purpose. 

.•\'''";"^^''  ^''"  '•"'•'"-^  ">•  l-v.ans  |,a,l  no  s,,,.), 
•:n^na!  weapons  as  the  Anstr.l.an  l.oon.eran.  then- 
Mm,.,  stones  .ere  throun  u,th  nnerr.n,  ann  an.l 
fTHatloree,    '-n-l  so  expert  were  thev  .nth  nnss.les  of 

vanons  kinds  that  thev  eonM  l.r.n.Woun  M  l.inl  on  the 
Willi:. 

Both  men  an.l  women  knew,  or  thought  thev  know 
tli."   nieWumal   properties  of  most  of  the   wihl   herl.s' 
;,""'   -'"'"  <'"t  in  their  plantations,  or  at  a  .hstanee" 

''•<;'-'  iHune.  t  lev  were  rarelv  at  a  h.ss  to  provide  thein- 
s<'lv«'s  with  whatever  thev  nee,h.,| 

Women  were  neither  Supposed  to  elinil.  trees  nor 
throw  niissies:  l.nt  thev  eonid  ,|o  both  most  efii- 
'•■^■ntlv.     Uhenevera  unnian  felt  hwn.nv  or  thirstv, 

:;;:,  ;•""'''  ^;''''''^-  ''--'^  -fth  voun,  eo,.onut; 

■      |<-    aseasilvasainan:    neither  did  .she  find  anv 
•'■'iH'ul  y   in    op.mn,,r   tl,en,.      After   driving   a    .stont 

pointed  stuk  into  the  .round,  with  the  point  upwards 
^^f- took  the  nut  into  |,oth  her  hands,  and  with  all  her 
<..(•.'  she  hrouMht  it  ,h.wn  .m  the  point  of  the  stake  • 
hen  with  a  dexterous  twist  sl,ehn-ered.,fr  a  part  of 
the  husk       \\  ith  a. ood  stake  three  suehhhnvs  were 
--MU.ut  with  a   n.u.h  stiek.  sueh  as  she  would  he 
,■'  '"  '""'    '^"^"'   '""'•  ^'''-den.   or   l,v  the   roa.lside 
hveorsixstrok,.s,v„„M,,„„,,_^„.^.      -,■,„.,,„.„  ^^.^,; 

easily  hroken  a,,.,, list  a  tree  trunk  ..r  stone,  or  even  one 


Tli.y  vv,.,-,.  al.;,.    t,,   rlinil,  th..  I,i«l„.st  mru.uit  Ir,.  ahnust  as  ra>ilv 
Willkini;  I'r:  tin'  ^t.iuikI. 
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'"■''"''"■■■V""f>-l".-.s)H.,„n l,.tHvl',..,k.,.„,r 

'     ''"'■•■    '-^'^"'^    ''■'""''    -"'.nut   ,„...;  ;„hI   ,.     , 

^'"•"'-"•l^"'^'"'oMn.lslH.s..on.l,s...,v,M..,hnHM,,, , 


Sun.etnnes   a    stark    <,f    H.vuo.hI     |.sIh..|    t.,.,.thor 

'-  '-K  ot    oo,|    and  awav  w.Ht  tlu.  to.l.r  u-,tl,  th 
-.   nuu.   that    l,.r   hnnlens    uero    u .11   .....,,, j   Zi 
^'-^  -tlung  uonW   he  lo.t  „n  tl..  uav.     H..  v,      . 
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IkmVV    llir    |.M,|    luiL'Ilt    1....    til..    h.Mlc,     lir\,.|-  Sll|)|„.rt('.l 
It      With     ll.M      il;||,.|,.     hut     til..     h..;,V!.T    til.-     1,UI.I..II     f!|.. 

iiioiv   ^lu-   >t.M,|M..|  :     swiiiirinjr    ||,.|    a,., lis    t,,    h,.!,,    I,,.,- 

^tl'HlL'.    Ml     s,,„|<.tilll..s    .  lossilltr    til. .Ill    ..V.T    l|..r    l.r..;ists, 

l''"'M""''if'v    li'.r   li..;ivv    I.M.I    wiis   ;iii<'iii..ntf.l    ),v    th,. 


\V,m„.„  „u,yh..  s..,  „  vvith  a  bu,„ll.  „f  ward.-n  pnul,,,-,.  l,o,,k...l  ,„,  ,hr„. 
shoulchrs  .UMl  a  (li.l.l  sw,„:.M„g  ni  a  iittl,-  ha„„„n.k  ,„  fn.,,. 

youngest  meiiilKT  of  the  family,  wjio  might  be  seen 
swinging  from  the  mother's  shoulders,  in  its  little 
liammoek  (ing.inepeng).  in  easy  reaeli  of  its  natural 
supply  of  nourishment. 

The  men  considered  it  i),fra  duj.  to  carrv  burdens  • 
but    whenever   they   accompanied    their    wives   thev 
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".ilk.'^l  Ml  ti..nt.  .uin-nmr  ;,  .,„,;,..  ,,,  ,.|„|,      x.)twif|, 

^^i^.lll.J,r    ;,||     tills     1 ,1 ., ,  Irl.-lM-a  M  l,;r,      [..-..ImLIv,     iri.j I 

l-'vausr  ,,|  ,t.  t|„.  uu,n..|.  of  t..-,|;,v  .-.■mv  t|ir,„s<.|v..s 
<T.'(t  .•v.Mi  f.,nM  a^r,.  :  u|„|sf  niai.v  .,t(|„.  ni..,i.  ,■,„„- 
iMiativcIv  v.Miii;:.  sIh.nv  in.licatioMs  ,,f  ciiivafiiiv  ,,t 
tli<'  s|.m.>,  (.r  similar  (■..iistitiiti(.tial  ilcf.'cts. 

•lust   ill  |.n.|,nith.ii  as  th,.  u,,„i."ii  ex.,.!!,..!   in  a-ri- 

<MltllI(',   S..   th,.    III.',!    W..,v  ,.x,„.,t    tisli.T,,,,.,,  Tr.   t  ll.Mn 

Ik.vvcv.t.  tisli,,,^  uas  unrk.  tl,.-,v  w.mv  im  anient 
l"llo\v..i>  ut  Isaac  Waltm,  „„.,i  wl,,,  urrr  satisticvl 
t-  sit  liniir  after  lini,,-,  u,.||  p|,,,s..,|  ,f  tliev  .rut  an 
occasi.mal  nil.l.l,..  Tlir  anmunt  nf  |.l.-as„n- a  Lf,un 
•l-nvnl  |r.„„  tl,  sp..,t  was  m  prupoition  t..  tlu- 
""iiihcrand  (|iiality  of  tlic  tjsli  li,.  .aiifrht. 

All    tis|iin;,r   ta.ki.-    was   most    ncativ   an-l   (aivfiiHv 
"'iMiiita.tiirc.l    l,v  t|„.   natives  themselves.      TIm-   nets 
(."^.t)  aiul    lines   (eu)   u,.,.'  of    twine,   ma.le    fr.m.  the 
I'illi-    nt    tl.-es    or    husks    of    eo.-omits  m  the    followuur 
"'^"""''•-      The   husks  or   hark  were  w<.||  ,lne,|   ,n  the 
sun  iin.l  l.roken  int..  shre.ls.       Two  ,,r  th.ve  .,f  these 
shre,|s  were  twisted  inro  stra.uis.  I,v  rolling  them  with 
th.'  han.l  .h.wn  the  hare  tlii-li.    The  ends  of  the  stran.l.s 
w.'re  h.jt  m  irrojriilar  hm-ths.  s.,  that  tlieve.„ih|  n-ore 
easily  connect  with  ..th.-r  stran.ls  ;  this  was  also  done 
hy  rollinp;  them  d..wn  the  hare  thi<rh. 

The  n,.ts  an.l  lines  wen^  ^'.■neralFv  made  hv  men  ..f 
certain  villages  n..tal.lv  l.y  tli..se  whose  homes  were 
situate.l  a  c..nsi.leial.l..  .listance  from  ^,hu\  vi.ni- 
f'-'.dii.'my  pn.un.l  :  an.l  th.-y  were  <.iven  as  presents 
thoiifrh  with  the  tacit  un.lerstan.linfr  that  after  the 
yam  harvest  an  e(,ually  vahiahle  present  of  vams 
should  I...  ,vturne.l.  Men  .,f  these  net  manuhnturinu 
villa<T..s  whose  lejrs  w.-re  nr.t  d.-nii<|.^d  of  haiis  hv  thf 
pn-cess  of  twine-makiiijr  were  looke.l  upon  with  dis 
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favoui'  as  lazy  mciiilicrs  (if  socictv.  Maiiv  ot  tlii> 
Hsliiiifi  lilies  wciv  as  Hue  as  silk  tliieads.  whilst  otliers 
weie  stroiifT  eiKiiifih  to  pull  in  a  lar^e  shark.  Xottiug 
needles  (sili  etroin)  and  meshes  (awe)  weic  made  fidin 
certain  hard  woods  found  in  the  forest,  a  ureat 
favourite  l)eing  a  dark-coloured  wocid.  which  after 
usinij  a  little  time  became  a.-  Iilack  and  sliinv  asehonv. 

Xettinir  (sili  eTit)  was  done  l»y  the  old  men.  Manv 
times  1  have  asked  who  first  intioduced  it  :  liut  the 
answer  was  invarial)ly  the  same.  "■  Our  fathers  taui^ht 
us.  and  their  fathers  tauifht  them."  We  found  a  feu- 
years  a^<i  that  with  the  advance  of  civilisation  this  art 
was  threatened  with  extinction,  and  that  in  some 
villaifes  not  (aie  man  knew  how  to  net.  llappilv  we 
have  succeeded  in  reviviiif^  it.  and  i  thiidc  that  now 
eveiv  (Protestant)  i)oy  on  the  island  knows  how  to 
net.  for  nettini;  and  twine-makinjr  are  two  sulijects 
we  retjuiic  trom  the  hoys  at  oui'  ve;irlv  school  e.xamina- 
tiotis.  The  natives  find  it  much  (visier  to  e.\eliani;e 
their  sun-dried  nuts  (copra)  for  Kuropean  nets  than 
to  make  the  nets  themselves  :  althouii;h  thev  complain 
that  foreign-made  nets  are  not  nearlv  so  durable  as 
their  own.  i)ecause.  i»ein<f  too  tiifhtlv  twisted,  thrv 
take  loiiLjer  to  div.  and  so  are  apt  to  rot  and  i)reak. 

Two  kinds  of  nets  were  us(>d.  One  (cono)  was  about 
orit>  hundied  yaids  lonjrand  four  oi'  five  feet  deep.  This 
was  used  in  shallow  watei'.  for  enclosin^i  the  fish  and 
di'aij;iriii;i  them  to  the  slioic.  it  was  weiirlited  with 
small  stones  alonjj:  the  bottom,  and  \\<^ht  floats  of 
wood  alon^jf  the  top  :  iiotli  of  these  were  selected  witli 
the  i^ncatest  care,  that  the\'  miuht  i»e  uniform  in  size 
and  weiwlit. 

The  other  net  (otrcim)  was  mounted  on  a  litdit 
wooden  frame  ami  was  for  haiul  u.se. 
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One  iiictliiKl  oi  catchiiiii  •i'^li  with  this  lu't  shows 
sdinc  iii;iciiiiit\'  ;is  well  as  ( onsich'ialilt'  power  of 
olistTvatioii.      It  was  as  follows. 

At  certain  times  of  the  year  a  species  of  whitebait 
visited,  ill  siioals.  the  shallow  waters  iieai'  the  lorks. 
Wlieiievei'  these  fish  ^niuiiiiin)  were  frightened,  thev 
lushed  t<>gether  and  swatn  in  a  liodv  or  line  about  a 
fathom  and  a  halt  in  lentith.  Hearin<f  this  in  mind,  a 
few  natives  sometimes  surrounded  these  tisli.  and 
simultaneously  gave  vent  to  one  of  their  hideous  veils, 
which  so  terrified  the  fish  that  thev  crowded  together 
and  tried  to  escaj)e  in  a  Kodv.  But  an  expert  fisher- 
man, with  a  net  in  his  hand,  was  waiting  for  them. 
As  the  fish  turned  he  dived  and  placed  his  net  just 
at  t  he  head  of  the  procession,  and  thus  secured  the  iot. 

Fish-hooks    were    cut    from   pearl   or  tortoiseshell. 
J  They     were     l)eautif'iilly    pointed    and     curved.     l)iit 

J  iie.cr  liarhed.  and  they  varied  in  size  and  shap(\      In 

e.xamining  these  e.xijuisite  hooks  some  of  them  a 
(piarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter  one  marvels  that 
the  men.  with  their  liig  cluinsv  fingers  and  without 
the  aid  of  any  carving  tools  sav(=  th(>  hits  of  shar])  stone 
(>v  rock  they  used,  could  do  such  delicate  work.  The 
making  ol  these  hooks  certainlv  invohed  a  ureat 
amount  ol  patiei.ce  and  labour;  and  (uie  cannot 
wonder  that  the  native-made  fish-hooks  ha\-e  loiif.- 
liecn  siip(>isede(l  liv  the  Kuropean  varietv.  I  doul)t 
wlicther  one  specimen  (»f  th(>  shell  fish-hook  has  lieeu 
sccu  on  the  island  for  a  great  number  of  \-eais.  with 
the  exception  of  those  in  mv  own  coll(>ctioii.  The 
tollowing  story  may  serve  to  show  the  great  \alue 
the  natives  attached  to  these  hooks. 

.\   bituan  of  the  name  of    Zazang  \vas  fishing  with 
a  hook  that   he  valued  xciy  much,  and  tliat  he  had 
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made  Iiii'    'If.      lie  liddkoil  a  fisli,  luit  Iwioio  he  coiild 
land  it  tlif  lint'  hidkc.  and  the  tisli  <_'(>t  a\\a\-  with  the 
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SiiriM    I.I'  their  li~li-lin,,U^  uiT.'  iiiailc  ..t    t  .m  .  li^.  -hell ,  .  .1  Iuts   t'n'in 
iiuu-in-    ahi  lis 

lionk    in   its   niouth.      Zazaiij:   was   in   <xi'(>at   disticss. 
and  inaiiv  davs  he  brooded  over  his  loss.     At  last  a 
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lirilliaiit   idoji    (iccuiicd    to    Mm.      lie  iiiiidt'  an  itia 
iiati\(>  piiddiiiir.  and  Uii.'^  lie  piestMitctl  to  one  of  tJie 

wise  im'ii  ■■  of  tlio  island,  at  the  .same  time  Iteg^ina 
his  assistance  in  recoverin<r  tli(>  lost  hook.  The 
■■  ^vise  man  "  ate  the  itra  :  then  dechircd  liis  inability 
to  titui  the  hook,  saying  tliat  his  oeciilt  powers  did  not 
extend  over  the  fishe.s  of  the  sea. 

Zazaiiff  made  one  itra  after  another,  and  pre.sented 
them  in  siiocessio?i  to  every  "  wi.se  man  "  on  the  island. 
V.vi'vy  one  ate  the  itra.  hnt  nf)ne  had  power  to  re.store 
tlie  lost  hook.  One  day  Zazang  was  gijing  moodilv^ 
ah)ng  the  road,  when  he  was  aecosted  by  a  stranirer, 
named  Xetiwon.  who  slu)we(l  l)v  liis  coiiversation 
that  he  was  well  awaiv  of  the  ean.se  of  his  (Zazaug"s) 
tn.ul.h'.  ••  \h."  said  he.  "■  if  only  yon  had  asked  ?//y 
help,  and  made  Die  an  itra  '  IIo\ve\er  it  is  not  too 
late  excii  now.  .Mak.  me  an  itra  as  quickly  as 
possible,  and    I  guarantee  to  restore  your  lost  hook." 

Zazang  lost  no  time  in  making  the  itra  id  in 
placing  it  steaming  iiot  before  the  stranger.  It 
soon  became  evident  that  this  "  wise  man  "  was  no 
fraud  ;  toi-  lie  said.  "  Leave  the  food  just  where  it  is. 
I  will  Hnd  the  hook  fiist.  and  eat  aft(>rwards.""  He 
then  dejiarted  and  travelled  many  miles  until  he 
reached  the  ,sea.  Here  he  halted.  an<l  transformed 
himself  into  a  {)iec(>  of  rock  :  then  into  a  small  bush, 
that  grows  out  of  the  rock  :  and  finally  he  threw  him- 
self into  the  sea.  Here  he  was  gently  washed  to  aiiu 
fro  untd  he  became  a  small  fish  :  then  a  largei'  species, 
until  eventually  he  felt  equal  to  going  out  into  the 
open  sea.  Meeting  a  number  of  other  fi.shes.  he  in- 
(|uii-ed  (.f  them  as  to  the  health  of  their  chief,  and 
learned,  with  well  sinudated  soiiow  and  regret, 
that  he  was  .seriously  ill.      Later  in  the  day  he  heard 
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tliiit  tilt'  cliicl.  wliosc  name  was  "  Sincwcut'cc.'" 
was  much  woisc.  and  it  was  tcaicd  lie  would  die. 
Ill  tlic  Cduisc  of  coiivcisation  with  tlic  other  fishes 
lie  said.  "'  1  slntuhl  vcrv  much  like  to  \  isit  Siucwcuccc, 
will  vou  take  me  to  him  '  "  Mveiv  hsh  was  uilliuii 
to  act  as  ji;uide.  and  the  soicerer  soon  found  himself  in 
the  presence  of  the  (jieat  chief  of  fish(  ile  made 

manv  incjuiries  as  to  the  cause  ol  the  malad\'.  and 
found  there  was  a  larije  tish-hook  liiiuly  H.xed  in 
Sineweneco's  throat.  .After  havinir  obtained  per- 
mission to  trv  his  skill,  he  at  oiice  extracted  th<'  hook, 
and  maile  off  with  it  as  (juicklv  as  possible,  'i'he 
chief,  now  that  the  olistruction  in  his  tliidat  was 
removed,  felt  greatly  relieved,  and  in  his  irratitude  to 
his  clevei'  sur^'con  determined  to  conter  some  ^n(>at 
liononi'  upon  him  :  l)Ut  to  his  di.sa|)pointment  he 
found  that  he  had  vaiiishe(l. 

In  the  meantime  the  ""  wise  man  '"  Xetiwon  lost 
no  time  in  reachinii  shallow  water,  and  puttinji 
himself  throu<i;li  the  various  necessary  chan<;es  until 
he  a<rain  assumed  the  form  ol  man  ;  attei'  which  he 
huriied  thioimh  the  hush,  and  laid  the  hook  in  the 
hands  of  the  delijfhted  Zazan^  :  then  with  a  sense  of 
oiatitieil  pride  he  ijuietly  sat  down  and  ate  his  well- 
earned  itra. 

S|)(>ars  foi-  tishiuif  wei'e  made  1)V  simply  tyin^  .scvcial 
))ieces  of  pointed  hard  wood  m-  skewtus.  synunetiicallv 
arranu'ed,  to  the  end  of  a  loiiif  pole.  Sometimes 
these  speai-  w(>re  thrown  at  the  tish  ;  tint  oftener 
the  iisherman  h'apt  with  them  fiom  the  rocks  and 
thus  fjave  more  weijj;ht  in  pinning'  down  a  large  tish, 
or  catchiuji  a  numi)ei-  of  smallei'  ones  between  the 
pronffs.  The  natives  weic  so  cvxpcu't  in  the  use  of 
these  spears  that  they  larely  missed  their  aim. 
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Some  of  thf  mctlKHls  of  fislnu^r  were  \riv  ori<riiiil. 
especially  the  one  of  ciitcliin.;  fh,.  sliiirk".  It  had  hern 
cihserved  that  these  fish  rested  with  their  iieads  inside 
the  holes  of  the  rocks,  occasionally  leavinir  then  tails 
exposed.  Through  the  calm  clear  water  these  tails 
were  easily  disceined  liy  men  ahove,  row  inir  aliont  i 
their  canoes.  Sometimes  one  of  the  men  would  div 
into  the  wat<'r.  makin<r  as  little  distnrhance  as  possihh 
and  would  slip  the  end  of  a  n(.osed  rope  round  th 
shai'k  s  tail,  at  the  same  time  siirii:illin,r  t,,  1,;<  I.;,.,>,1 
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and  would  slip  the  end  of  a  n(.osed  rope  round  the 
shai'k  s  tail,  at  the  sami'  time  sitrnallinu  to  his  friends 
in  the  canoe  to  haul  away  at  their  enil  of  the  n.pe. 

()?ie  of  our  pastors  was  sailinir  down  the  beautiful 
la<,'oon  at  I'vea  with  mv  hiisl.and  when  he  related  tins 
little  in.'ident.  lie  said  that  he  and  his  fiiend  rec.-ntiv 
went  out  in  a  i»oat  to  visit  their  fish  baskets  (thinu'it), 
in  the  hope  of  },rettin>r  some  fish  for  their  evenin<r  meal. 
One  of  the  baskets  was  in  ratliei'  iU^^^]■>  wat  'r.  and  they 
found  it  was  impossible  to  haul  it  up.  because  a  shark 
had  ;.'ot  its  head  wedjred  in  the  entrance  of  the  fish- 
trap  and  was  unable  to  release  itself.  The  ])astor 
offered  to  ^o  <lown.  takinj,'  with  him  a  noo.sed  rope. 
This  he  fi.xed  over  the  shark's  tail,  and  then  j;ave  the 
n»pe  a  pull,  as  a  sijrnal  to  his  friend  that  he  had 
finisheil.  and  he  himself  beiran  to  ascend.  ,Iud<.'.>  of 
his  dismay  when  he  found  the  shark  also  was  ascend- 
inji.  and  was  spinninji;  round  and  round  him  in  the 
water.  He  expect(>d  everv  moment  to  feel  its  teeth 
,  in  his  flesh,  but  evidently  tJie  shark  had  other  thoiiijlits 
to  oc<aipy  its  mind,  and  the  pastor  escaped  with 
uothinir  worse  than  a  teiiible  tri<dit 

White  is  supposed  to  be  the  shaik's  favourite 
coloui-.  and  all  nati\es.  swimming  out  in  deej)  water, 
took  the  preeaution  of  binding  something  dark  over 
the   .soles  of  their   feet  ;    which,  as  evervone   knows 


(II.  V 


AV(»I!K 


S!> 


witli  tlic  |i;iliiis  (if  tlicii  iuiiids,  ill!'  iiiiicli  li^rlitcr  tli.ili 
tlif  lost  (.1  their  liodv.  It  scciiis  alw;ivs  tn  luixc  liccii 
iin  iiiticlr  of  tlicii  t.iilli.  tdo.  that  no  shark-  umild 
attack  a  (lootl  man  ;  liiit  as  cvci-v  man  knew  his  own 
licart.  none  canMl  to  rim  anv  lisks. 

Occasionally  a  shark  and  a  native  met  lace  to  lace, 
and  a  tierce  stiii<;iile  was  the  result.  ( tne  of  our 
Lifuan  men  has  had  inoie  than  one  conflict  of  this 
kin<l.  Not  tiiat  he  is  wdtse  than  his  lu-ethren.  hut 
rather  that  he  helieves  in  lioldin;.r  fast  to  the  piev  he 
lias  laboured  .so  hard  to  outain.  It  is  said  that  on 
one  occ.ision  an  I'vean  was  swimminir  in  (lee[)  water 
for  line  fishini,',  when  seeing  a  shark  appro.icli.  just  as 
Ik-  was  unliookinir  a  Hsh  he  had  just  caui;lit.  lie  Jiiir- 
riedly  j)lace<l  the  fish  hetweeii  his  teeth,  so  as  to  lea\e 
his  hands  free,  then  had  a  hattle  roval  with  his  enoniv. 
as  to  who  should  have  the  disputed  :[iiaTTV.  Needless 
to  say  the  shark  won.  anil  also  taii(,dif  his  opponent 
a  lesson  that  he  will  not  easily  foriji.'t.  neithei-  will  his 
fri(Mids  whenever  thev  look  upon  the  scar  on  his  face 
made  l»y  the  shark  in  snatching  the  fish  from  his 
inoiitii.  Sharks  were  sometimes  caught  hv  spearing. 
f)ut  no  man  cared  to  tackle  a  monster  single-handed. 

AnotJier  method  of  fishing  was  hv  stupefving  the 
fish  by  means  of  a  poisonous  bark  called  "  jiji."'  The 
men  beat  the  bark  until  it  was  almost  like  pulp  :  then 
each  member  of  the  fishing  party  dived  with  a  handful 
of  this  and  placed  it  in  the  small  holes  and  cicnices 
of  the  coral  rocks  ;  after  which  they  ascended  to  the 
canoe.  After  waiting  there  for  a  little  time,  thev 
dived  again,  and  easily  caught  the  fish  (which  were 
more  or  less  stu];efied)  with  their  hands. 

The  I'veans  sometimes  dived  along  the  edge  of  the 
reef,    putting   their   hands   into   all    likelv   holes   and 
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(■i('\  ,(cs  ill  stMicli  (it  till'  iiii\\;iiv  inlialiifiirits.  Occji- 
sioiiallv  they  jiaid  .Icmlv  lor  tlicir  raslnu-ss  the  eels, 
and  otlici'  aii;,riv  li>li,  icsriitnl  tlii.>  intmsidii  li\-  fcaritiir 
the  ticsli  of  the  fisliciiiiati '■^  li.ind.  Maiiv  sciioiis  cases 
(il  fish  liitcs  and  stiiijfs  liaxc  I.'M'm  lnoiiirlit  to  us,  hut 
Koiic.  I  tliiuk,  so  had  as  those  iiiad:-  hv  the  puuctuivs 
ot  tlic  poisonous  stinji-tav  (o). 

Thf  liotic  tVoin  the  tail  ot  tiiis  ti.-h  was  supposed  to 
cause  (h'ath  to  any  person  whose  hodv  it  pierced  ; 
and  heeause  of  this  it  was  often  attached  to  the  points 
of  their  tij,ditin(r  spears. 

An  old  custom  on  I '\ea.  and  one  whicli  still  exists, 
was  to  take  the  youni;  of  certain  species  of  fish  and 
place  them  in  larj^e  ficsh-water  holes,  wIkmc  thev  irrew 
to  a  <ri(>at  si/e.  They  are  vei'v  delic.ous  tl.sli.  and 
approach,  in  tiav(.iir,  neaivr  to  fresh  salnam  tlian  anv 
other  I  have  ever  tasted  in  the  Siaith  Seas.  The 
natives  declare  they  all  know  their  own  fish  in  tlie.se 
inland  preserves  that  is.  the  fish  thev  themselves 
have  placed  in  the  fresh  water  :  and  they  respect  each 
other's  rij^hts. 

.My  husband  once  went  to  shoot  some  of  these  fish. 
As  he  stood,  with  his  iruide,  liy  the  side  of  one  of  these 
pools,  he  .saw  a  lar^e  lisli  cominj.f  nearei'.      He  at  once 
laised  his  <riin  to  shoot.   wIk'ii   his  natixc  companion 
".ycitedly  cried  out.  •"  Don't  shoot  that  tish.  that  is  a 
Roman  Catholic  tish."      Instantly  the  (;un  was  lowere<l 
and  my  husliand  turned  in  astonishment  to  his  iruide 
anil  said.  '"  What  do  vou  mean  '.  "     "  Oh,"  .said  the 
guide.  "  that  fish  helongs  to  a   man  who  is  a   Roman 
Catholic,   he   tnii,dit   not   like  you   to   have  it;     hut," 
cried  lie,  as  anothei'  large   tish  came  in  sight,  "  vou 
may  shoot  that,  het'au.se  it  helongs  to  one  of  vour  own 
people." 
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r\(';m>  wen-  rudic  fiitliusiastic  lislici  iiifii  tlian 
the  I  jfuans  :  Imt  wlio  would  not  Ik' cuiimoiircd  of  tlit' 
j^ciitle  art  with  tree  access  to  a  hroad  and  calm  lajjoon 
tfciniiiif  with  so  inaiiv  varieties  of  fish  I 

(  In  tine  eveniiifjs  the  men  often  spent  the  whole 
ni>j;ht  on  the  water,  about  five  or  six  miles  from  land, 
returninn:  next  morning  with  a  t^ood  siippiv  of  snappers, 
rock  (-(id,  and  vouni;  sharks. 

Kverv  man  marked  his  own  ti>li  \>y  l)itinii  uW  <i 
piece  of  the  fish  in  some  |)aiticular  part,  or  e\en  liv 
|eavin<i  the  marks  of  his  teeth. 

The  liait  (maja)  for  these  expeditions  was  iisuallv 
pi(>\  ideil  li\"  the  women.  It  consisted  ol  octopus  (iute). 
shell-tisji.  or  woiiiis.  i''or  catchin<f  small  i\<\\  a  pic- 
paiatioii  was  made  from  the  iid<  bat;  "'  the  cuttle- 
fish (sitesi).  This  haj.'  was  huni^  up  in  the  native 
liou'^e  until  (|uite  dry,  aftei'  which  it  was  mixed  with 
tlie  juice  of  the  sugar-cane.  wiap|)e(l  in  leaves,  and 
again  left.  Not  onlv  was  this  an  excelletit  bait,  iiiit 
it  could  be  pieserved  indetinitejv.  and  so  was  ready 
for  use  on  any  emergeucv. 

( *ne  good  metho<l  of  obtaining  the  octopus  (iute)  joi- 
liait  lalls  for  special  remark.  A  rough  imitation  of 
a  rat  was  made  from  a  piece  of  cowry  shell,  a  stone. 
;ind  a  few  drie(!  leaves.  This  was  dangled  in  fr<>nt 
of  the  hole  in  the  rocks  where  the  octopus  was  tliought 
to  be  hiding.  The  octopus  has  long  been  the  sworn 
enemv  of  the  rat,  and  whenever  lie  saw  this  decoy 
rat,  he  rushed  out  of  his  hol(>  aiul  seize(l  his  foe.  when 
he  was  'inniediatelv  hauled  in  i>y  eager  hands  above. 
This  bitter  feeling  b(>tweei)  the  rat  and  the  o  topus 
is  said  to  have  existed  foi'  many  generations.  an<l 
tlie  following  story  explains  the  real  cause  of  the 
antipathy.      A  Lifuan    rat    and  bird   were  on  very 
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•rood  t.Mms  uitll  racll  ntlin.  In  rluttllli:  iMUn-t  ImT 
'""■  '''l^-  '!"■  I'I'd  lir^;||,  tn  ,|l|;itc  nil  t||,.  ,|  I  ,||  |  „  |,n„  r 
illlil  r\.  .■Ilciic,.  ut  till'  liK.d  (,|i  \,.\\  (•;!|..<|(,,nil.  Ilr 
(lt'S(  riliril  fVCIAtllinU  III  Midi  ul.iuilm  ruldlirs  (li;it  llic 
lilt     l.ccailK.    (l|^„iri>ti(M|     Uitli     |||>     |,,t  II,.    |,,imr,|     \n 

cross     til,.     ,„-,Mi,    nlld    test    Ini-    l||ins,.||    the    ,|ll,llltV    ,if 
the  vaiiis.  siiir^i  r  en  iic.  Ii;i(„nias,  ,.fc  .  ,,|"  wliich   h,.  had 
litMid    so    iiiiicli.       Hut    ;das  '     til.'    distaiii'i'    was    r,.,. 
"'■'■•'f  :      Ik'    I  "idd     not     |),,s>ili|\-    swim    si\t\-     mil,.-. 
The  liiiil.  scciiii:   Ins  i,'sflrssii,.ss.  otlrivd   f,,  take   liiiii 
oil    Ins    hack   an. I    tlv   with    Inin   t,.  tin-   iiiaitdaiid.   an 
"t^'''i     the     rat     i,.a,|ilv     aci.pt,',!.      ||.'     |,,i,nd     .\,.u 
<'iil<'<l"nia    a    taw   and    u,,,,,!    Ian<l.    all    that    end, I    Im' 
''•'^"■"■'l-        '''Ik'     '\\"     lived     \,.|v     happilv     tdu'cthcr 
imtd  the  liir,j  nnh.rtiinatclv  ^n,\  snaicl,  and  then  the 
rat.    in    Ins    hniflmfss,    Ix'^ran    t,)    rcalis,.    that     ino.l 
id, inc.  j:,.,.(|  and    plctitiliil   iIioiiLrh   it   ini^rht   I,,..  ,-,,iild 
not  ensure  it  lite  ,,|  happiiM'ss.      WInUt  h,.  urieveil  lor 
the  loss  of  his  Irii-nd.  his  thouuhts  tiirncl  lioiiiewai,|s 
to    his    :elati,,ns    and    friends      n    latu.       11, ■     ,.ft,Mi 
\vei„    down   to   th,.    heaeh    ;in<l    ^riize.l     disc.nsolately 
over  the  Wiiter.      .\ii  octopus  seeiiiji  liim  thus  sii,|  and 
depressed   iii(juir,.,|   the  caii.se  ,)f  his  s,.iro\v,  and   the 
rat  poiircl  ,.ut  his  nioliinclioly  storv.      When  he  hiul 
comliidcd  his  hiineiitations  the  octopus  sai,l,  "  I  think 
I   ciiu  lie  of  some  .service  to  you  :    if  vou  will  ^r,.t  ,,,1 
my  liiick   I   will  swim  with  you  to  Ldii."      (X,.\\    at 
this  period  the  octopus  hiid  a  round  iuid   rather  liiild 
hciid.    iiiid    the    lilt    had    not    yet    developed    a    tail.) 
The  otVer  Wiis  <r,atefully  iiccepted,  and  the  nit  sejite.! 
liiniself  ,.n  the  octopus's  hack  and  iiwiiv  they  went. 
Attei'    tnivelliii<r   along    for   sdiup    time,    the    octoj)us 
put  his  smooth,  shiny  liead  iihove  Wiiter,  and  this  so 
iniiused   tli<.   rat  timt  he  s|io,,k   with   lau'diter.      T]ie 
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<'it,,|,||-,  tnlhnt,'  .lliiliL'  IIImIcI  Ills  ll.MW  iniLlrri, 
inc|llllr,|  ,i>  tu  tllf  Cilllsr  mI  his  iiiirtll.  Tin-  i;it,  liill\- 
HMlisiny    Ilis    infcarious    imsitKin.    ;iii>\\.'ic(|.    '■  |    .im 

I.IN;.'lliliir      l.cciiis.'    I    cm    sec    tlir    topN     of     till'    (■(.(, unit 

'"''■"    ■!'     I.itii."      Tills    was    latlici-    cncMinaLniiLT     tn|- 
''"•     "itH|,iis.    and      lie     prvsscd    mi     with      ivtiru,.,! 
'■liriiry.      ,\  scc,,ii,|  fim..  Ins  head   a|.|)caird  aliu\r  fhr 
~^"'''i'''    "I    til"    water,   and    a<;ain    tlic    lat    laiiLdif(|. 
lliH   tunc  declaims  that   he  was  ovci  J(.\(m|  \,,  >,.,.  tlic 
""■'"'^  •''    I'll".       In   <lnr   till!.-    the   tWM   laiidrd    Ml,   a 
saiidx-    l.fach     mi     the    Lillian    coast;     and    a-    tlic\- 
stood   disciissinj,'  the  situation  tli.'   ?at   said.   '    Wh.^n 
wc  ucicoiit  at  sea.  I  was  not  Iau>,diin^'  iiccaiisc  |  coiild 
seethe  trees  and  rocks  at  Lilii.  hut  I.ecaiisc.  whenever 
vour  round  head  appcare.!  ai.ove  water,  it   looked  so 
ridiculously    hald    and    shmv."     The    octopus,    hutt 
and  an^'rv  at   -ucli  in«;iatit  ide.  turned  (Ui   his  Inend 
with    ^rrcat    liirv.    and    a    .;uarrcl    ensue(|.       '{"he    rat 
struck  the  octopus  on  the  heail  with  a  stone,  and  the 
poor   tisli    has    had    a    swelled    head    ever  since.      The 
octopus,   tailing'  to  find  another  .stone,   fliirij:  a   piece 
of  stick  after  the  rat.  which  stuck  in  his  hmd<|uaiter-  ; 
and  to  this  dav  the  rat   has  had  to  hear  al.oiit   with 
hini  an   inconvenient   tail.     The   feud   still   continues, 
and   that    is  the  reason  that  the  octopus   rushes  out 
on  his  eneniv  whenever  he  sees  him  i,,  the   vicmitv 

of  his  hidintr-place.      (|   hav<>   I n  told  that  a   stoiv 

similar  to  this  is  current  in  other  islands  of  the  South 
Seas.) 

Fish  iiaskets  or  traps  called  ■"  thin^it  ""  \-er\-  much 
like  our  own  loh.sTer  pots  were  used,  haited  with 
leaves  from  the  papaw  or  other  trees.  The  success 
of  these  l.askets  was  supposed  to  depend  on  the 
e.xact  spot  in  which  they  were  placed. 
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In  l...'atin.r  tins  trap.  th..  tis|i,'nii,in  f.-llcucl  a 
liii."  of  satui  stivtclniijr  tnmi  th.'  .-...•ks  s,,,,,."  .listaiKv 
nit..  tl,<'  sea.  Ho  ,)a,l,||,..l  |,is  ran...-  until  tin-  stivak 
-'I  saiul  l.c^rau  t<,  disappear,  aii.i  a  l.-w  n,cks  ,.,,,1.'  into 
si^lit.  and  ///r/v  was  the  spot  on  which  to  phice  the 
l)ask.'t.  To  h.catc  it  iieaivr  tlie  c.ast  or  farther  ..nt 
to  sea  woidd  ha\-e  heeii  hdxnir  in  \ain, 

A  c^dal.asli  was  sometimes  attached  to  a  line 
with  haited  ho(,ks  and  thrown  out  to  sea,  the  cahil.asli 
>er\iiiir  tlie  piiipose  of  ;i  float. 

.  '"    ^'"'    "■■'^''   "I'   <"!''    particular    kind    of    fish    the 
I  vcans  n:<i-i\  oratorv   instead  of  hait.      I     have    ..eeii 
a  shoal  of  al.oiit  sixtv  larj^e  fish  caiiirht.  as  evervuie 
assured   me.    l.v  the   persiMsive  arjrnments  of  mn'  of 
their    fishermen.        The    circumstance    and     method 
w.M-e    as    lolluws.       .\n      Tvean    walking     alon-    the 
sandv    hea.'h    u,,ticed    a     numi.er    of    small    ohjects 
I'-'I'I'inn-   ahout    .,n   th."   sur!a.'.>   ..f   th..    water,   .some 
'''■"^■""■''    '■'■'""    l.ni.l.      II..    p,,inte,l    thnn    our    t.,    a 
tii.Mid.    who    at    .,n.-e    hecam."     fr,oatly    excited    and 
''•'^'■''"""'''  ■     "  '    l^ii"\\    somethinjr  al).)ut   these   fish  ; 
l''t    us    iret    a    can.!.,    as    <|uicklv    as    possil.le.'-      Th.'V 
\v..re  s,H,n  afl.,at,   an.i    pa.l.lhd   int..   the   midst   .,f  a 
shoal    of    l...ttle-n(.s...i    po)p,,iM.s.      ■•  Xnw,"-    said    h.> 
■''1<»  jnst    what    I    t..||    V..U.   an.]    w,.   will   captur..  the 
l..t.       Paddle   ./..ntlv  an.l    sh.wlv   t..wanls  th..    sh..r.. 
whii.'^t    I   haran<rue  th."   fish."     Then.  stan.lin<r  up   i,i 
the  canoe,  with  inanv  v..h..ment  <r<.stiir..s  an.rp..rsua- 
-sive  native  ..rat.uv  h..  ad.lres.se.l  th.-  fish  as  f.,||.,ws  : 
"Oh   fish.    [   am  truly   delijrlit..d  to  s....   v<.ii,  and    J 
sincerely  h..pe  v.ui  are  .■..niiiifx  t-  pav  a   visit  to  our 
island.      If   you    intend    t..    .■oni..    ash..r...    you    can't 
fifi'l    a     Letter    pkice    than    thi>.     Th.-re    are    manv 
I'l^r  chiefs  livinjr  here.     This  is  the  h.,m..  .,f  Dauiiia. 
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Xikclo.     Ht'ka     tiuiy    uioat     nicn.     win.    mlt 
subjects    atid     possess    iuiiii(>i(iiis     ('(icumit    trees.        [ 
beseech  voii  coine  ashore  here."     Then,  asi(h'  to  the 
oarsman,    ••  I'a.hlle    very    verv    <.'ently    towards    the 
shore. ■■     The  lish.  l.eitm  [   ■rsiNuh'd  hv  such  ehxjiieiice. 
heuau    to   switii    with    the    canoe    until    thev    reached 
rathei'  shalhnv   watei'.      Xot    tor  a    nionient    had   the 
orator  .stopped   his   haranjrue,   1   it  now  he  turned  to 
his  friend,  saymjr.  "  )),,  you  see  that  small  fish  in  the 
mid'^t  of  the  otheis  '     That  is  their  kin,.;,     .jump  into 
the    water,    an<l    throw    him    into   the   canoe."  '  Thi.s 
was  no  s(joner  done  than  a  great  tumult  aro.se  amongst 
the  (.ther  fishes.     They  darted  to  and  fro  in  searclM.f 
th.'ir  little  one  :    manv.  in  their  <'.\-citement.  stranded 
themselves  on  the  .sa ndv  heach  :    whilst  others  wre 
washed  back  into  the  shallow  water.     These  at  once 
made  off  .seaward,  and  the  men  thought  thev  had  lost 
them  :      but    l)aek   they   soon   rushed,    md'  stranded 
themselves  as  the   others   had   done.     The   men   lost 
no  time  in  dragiring  them  to  higher  and  diier  gn.iind. 
.\  shoal  ha-  >ince  been  caught  in  exactlv  the  same 
way  at  the  north  of   Uvea  :     and  I  believe  this  also 
hiippens  at  times  on  the  neighbouring  islan.ls  (.f  the 
New  Hebrides.     There  is,  no  doubt,  .some  explanation 
of  this  extraordinary  fact,  but  we  cannot  fathom  it. 

Turtles  caught  at  Lifu  were  the  perquisites  of 
the  big  chiefs.  At  Uvea  all  large  fishes  had  to  be 
h.inde<l  over  to  his  royal  highne.ss.  Woe  be  to  anv 
man  who  iidringed  this  law  !  because,  however 
secretly  if  was  done,  everyone  believed  that  his 
body  would  become  distended  to  such  an  enormous 
'■xtent  that  finallv  it  would  burst.  But  this  restriction 
pres.sed  heavilv  oi,  the  people,  and  anv  excuse  would 
have  been  good  enoi   :h  to  eva<le  it.  had  not  the  penaltv 
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])('en  so  scv.Mc.     One  little  t.uui  nt  my  acjiuiuitaiicc 
lias  the  reputation  of  liaviiijr.  to  som..  extent,  evaded 
tins  irksome  hnv.     Once,  when  lie  was  lishin«f.  after 
niucli  toil  and  stniugle.  he  latided  a  hu;re  rock  cod 
a    fish    noted    for    its   enornu.us    nnMith    and    throat. 
Alas  :    It  was  f(,(,  larire  to  please  him  ;    if  it  had  heen 
smaller   he   mifrht    have   kept    it.    liiit    it    was   of  the 
rcLHilation  size   for  the  chiefs  itra.     The    little   man 
lon<;ed    f,,r  a   taste   of   fish,   and   this   one   had   uiv.'n 
li"ii   much   lal.oiir  in   landin-r  it:     Imt  the  law   must 
'«'    kept,    or   he    must    pay   the    penalty.      L,,nu   and 
sadly   he   meditated    hv  the  side  of  his  spoil  ;   ^  then 
■1  i»rilliant  idea  occurred  to  liim.     Calling  to  a   fii..nd 
to  come  near,   he  showed   him  the  fish,  at   the  same 
time  remindiiifr   him   of  the   law.     ■'  But."  said   the 
httle   man.   '•  nothintr  has  ever   l.een  said   al)(,ut   the 
small  fishes  inside  the  l.i<r  one's  stomach.     This  is  mv 
plan:     I   will  jro  down  the  fishs  throat,  and  uet  all 
I  can  :    when  I  wrijjale  my  lefrs  ahout.  vou  seize  hold 
>'t   them,   and    haul    me  out.   and   we   will  share   the 
snoil."     The  trick  was  most  successful  :   each  man  ^'ot 
■'    '■'"•  imml.er  of  Hsh.   the   iarjre  one   was  presenred 
intact  to  the  chief,  and  the  letter  of  the  law  was  dulv 
ohseiA'ed. 

Xaturallv  there  was  a  ^neat  d<'al  of  superstition 
conn.'cted  with  (ishinjr.  It  was  a  l.a<l  omen  to  offer 
to  carrv  a  hsherman's  l,a<,^  to  pretend  to  go  with 
him.  or  to  in(|uireas  to  the  time  of  Ins  return?  for  all 
thes,.  things  brought  ilMuck,  and  probablv  an  enin'tv 
basket.  '  '    ■ 

At  .ertain  times  of  the  rear,  sh.,als  of  voun<r 
m.Hkerel  (wanacim)  c(,me  ,|uite  close  to  the  rocks  at 
l>ilu.  I^iw  crab  and  coconut  were  chewed  and  spat 
into  th.'  water  to  keep  the  silver  vi.sitois  ab.»ut,  and 
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U'..,.,t  sport  w.stl„.un|..rottlHMlav.  SunH.tirnes  Hh.,,. 
"'.s  nn.cl,  .lisappoinnn.nt  also,  for  none  nii^.ht  put 
in  Ins  linr  iK-tun.  tlHM-ln..f.  an.i  Ih".  ntlHM- t.,  show  his 

MNK'tlv  in  Ins  l„M,s,.  f,,,.  so  lo„.  that  tho  shoal  of  fis], 
iHt   fnr  another  part   of  the  rslan.l.     Aftor   han.llin.r 

tile's,  (ish.  It  was  n..,vssarv  to  uash  vour  hamis  l..fore 
""';•  'injr  vour  hair.  othrruise.  sav  th.  Lif„ans.  vou 
Will  l)iToiii('  picinatiirch'  crivv. 

Another  spocies  of  sniaH  fi^h  also  visits  these  roasts 
"'i.i  usuallv  remains  fo,  ,,  eonsi.lerai.le  time-  their 
■yluetane,.  t,.  leave  hein^^  attril,nte,|  to  the  hwt  that 
thev  [.elieve  some  hein-  has  stolen  their  f.^tish  and 
nniden  it  on  shore. 

It  is  said  that  nvIhmi  voun.;  turtles  come  from  then- 
<;^jis  the  mother  is  aluays  somewhere  near,  waitii,. 
•nthem:  an.i  no  .sooner  are  thev  hatehed  than  thev 
l"^«ve  their  uarm.  sandv  l,ed  and  make  for  the  water 
";  '''^"■'•''  "'  ''<^'-  ''"'"'-(>  \vho  arrive  on  her  hdt  side 
slie  at  onee  devours:  hut  she  i.estows  a  heartv  wel- 
n-nie.  and  mueh  maternal  rare,  .m  tho.se  who  arrive 
nil  her  riiiht. 

•;';'^'^'"^'''nntv  was  displavedi,v  these  islanders  in 
'''"'""-  *'"""'^-  ^^'^  'i"<l  l-e  a  further  illu.stration 
-t  uliat  man  can  d<.  without  the  aid  of  Hal.orate  tools 

A  wj'll-eon.struct,.d  canoe  could  make  as  much  pro- 
.unvss  throujrh  the  water  as  most  Kuropean  l.oats  ■   ami 

^^■'''■■'inuler  .sail,  and  in  a  strong  breeze,  cnuM  leave  an 
"Id  time  steamer  in  the  lear. 

,  in  .•..n.striicting  these  picturesque  little  •■raft  much 
tin.e  an<l  patience  were  needed.  The  oulv  available 
t'-  was  a  small  stone  axe  (ze)  ;  and  even  this  had 
^"  '"'  """'•'  ''.^'  fl"'  'an.H'-maker  him.self  It  u-.s 
,i-"'n..rallv  manufa.ture.l    from   a    rough  piece   of  jade 
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"I-  otli.T  li;ii(|  stoii...  |,v  i)ciii<:  iiihl.cd  to  the  (Icsiivd 
-''■'I"'  'I'l'l  -'>^<'-  It  w.is  tlicii  lash.'d  with  twine  also 
iii.nl. ■  l.v  the  workiiiaii  to  a  loiiul,  handl.'.  in  which 
a   socket  had  liccn  made  for  its  icccpticn. 

The  adzes  were  of  niiich  the  same  shape,  except  that 


h 


■•TCNK    .\xi:s   rsiai    in   t'AMlC-MAKlNC. 


th<'  uioimtin-rs  varied,  li^rht  ,„•  heavv.  accordin^r  to  the 
needs  of  the  woikiuan. 

After  seen rin^r  a  u,„,d  axe.  the  next  thinjr  to  be  done 

Wiis  to  find  a  suitai)le  tree  of  hard  u ].  and  tliis  was 

•lit  down  and  dra^ircl  into  the  villa^^,.  i„  the  tnanner 
1  ha\"  desciil„'(|  in  lionse-liuildiiiir. 


'"-  ^^l"N'<;   TIIK      ATIVKS  ,.,,  , 

Hv  rnnfinn.l  l„nu,u.  ;nu\  ,l,i,,,„„o,  ,|,„  tnv  u,-,, 
rnuMuntU.uut.uU,  iiol|„u,.,|  ,n>„k  ami  ,H.n,t,.,| 
f    '"'^''    •■'^''^-      -^    --"'M'l"    .M.tnuu,.r    was    „khI..     arni 

:i^t.M,,,|  t,.t|,,  ,.ann,.  |,vlasl„n.rs,|,,„„jr|,  holr.  ,na,l,. 

,",'"''"'"-•  '•'■'■■-'""  =  'llv  'I  part  „f  tin.  rralt  ua^ 
'I'-I<''<1  "vrr.  a,Hl  ,,n,v,s„.M  was  n.nl..  tor  a  trmrnnilar 
•sail. 

Th.'sail   (sinvcu)  ,Mns,>r..,|  uf  tun  ,„■  tlnvo  pi,M..s 

"t    I'^'f'v.    ,n,-,ttm,i,.  stiflM.i    tu,r,.tl,..r   uith    a    ■ ||.. 

'"^"'''  ''"iii  tl..'uin.r-lH„HM,ftli..  tlvinn-tox  Th.-lMm." 
was  p„.n,.„l  at  ,.,„>  ,.,,,1.  aiul  an  .v.  ua>  p,,.,,...! 
''"■"''-''  ^'^  ^'"'  "^l'"''--  Tl„.  l-v.-aus  still  rail  all 
T  I'''*"'"     "■!''■■    '"•-"uu-r    |,„H,..    „,,|    ..  |,„  .. 

ruilHr    ti'X. 


M; 


I'lV  nf   th..   caiUH's.  (.sp.M'iallv  those   of    | 'v,. 


I.  hail 


;i   >nast  Ion-  ami  alt:    an-l   m  onlor  to  -  'hoLt  si,,,.  " 


t,, 


;t    uas   „..,.„ssa,.v   to   „„.v.   ,|„.   sails    l.v    |,|t„,.  th.,, 

'-'l>l,v.iv."rt,o,„.„„.  s„|..  ,oth..  otl,.M;u|„,.h  was,,. 
Ii^'tit  task  1(1  a  stfo,i(r  |,,cc/f. 

Lashi„^r.sa„.l  woo,|,.,i  pp.rs  fopon)  hrl.l  th.'s,.  |,ail 
l'a,ksto^..tl„,a,.l  tl„.  sails  i„  th.M,'  places  \  |a,„v 
:<to„..  was  „s..,|  lo,a„rhor.a,.lth,.|,a,l..,'was..,tl,<.,^ 
'inuiatu,-.  rnwn>  o,-  a  la,o..  sh,.l|.  Thr  pa.hlh-s  a,nl 
••"•'•'"'■  -''■'■  ■^''■■'|H.,I  lik.  ,1,0  pa.hll.  .,,  a  (a„a,|ia., 
oa„oe.  withh.„uo,sl,o,t    l,a,Hll,.,s,  a„,|   „,a,h.  „t    ha„| 

W  lio(|. 

'^Miall    ,„„,„..    w.Mv    pa,l.ll...l    l,v    „„.„    .s,tti„„       (,„ 
'">■^^••'■    o,i,.s    the     „„.„    ..too,|.     „s„H,    ,h„    s„h.s    o'     thr 

f'auoeastla.  fnl.n,,,,.      Xon,.  .v.,.  saih.l  u  it  h  t  he  o„t- 
n<rjf(','  to  the  wi,„|. 

'•atan,a,.a„s.   o,.    ,atts   fiu-,,,,),    ,,,,,    ,„,„||,,,|    ^^,,^,, 

^>vat  sk,,l  :  ,,v..,v  ,„a„  was  an  a,...pt  at  sn.ll,,,.,  ,.,thi>,- 
\\itli  a  ionir  poi,.  ,„a  si,in|,.  ,,a,-, 

Canoes    wt'ic    .sometinu's    onian„.ntc(|    with    < 
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ilt'siirns  Imnit  iiitc  tlu-  u.m„|  ;„i,|  ,(,\vs  nf  wlnto  (•..wrv 
>lit'||>. 

Kv.MV  .•;,,„.('  w.is  th,.  propcrtv  of  the  chief,  as  ucll 
as  ot  the  man  who  maih'  it. 

Th.'iv  wen-  ^icat  ivjnicinus  ulicn  ..iic  of  thcs,.  vess<-ls 
was  hnitK'h.'d  .M,.,i  and  hoys  appcaml  in  all  tlH'ir 
uai  paint.  .\t  a  trivcn  sijr,ial,  tho  whole  ni..h  assumed 
a  l.elli^r.Mvnt  attitude,  and  with  wiM  veils  and  shouts 
thev  luaudished  their  ehihs  and  spears,  nishin^r  ,,t 
Th."  caiioe  as  thou^di  tliey  woid.i  smasli  it  to  atoms. 
All  this  vas  to  show  the  owner  of  the  -anoo  that  thev 
were  tiill  of  enthusiasm  and  jrhidness  on  his  aecouut. 

tliat  siieh  a  diiHcult  and  arduous  task  was  arcomplished 
.tnd  to  eoni^Matiilate  him  (ui  his  success. 

Some  months  a^o.  when  (.n  a  short  visit  to  L'vea. 
I  looked  in  vain  for  the  picturesque  little  canoes  sailinj- 
iq-  and  down  the  a^oon.  Alas'  not  one  was  t(.  be 
s.'cn:  thev  have  all  lieen  superseded  l.v  the  white 
man's  i),,at.  which  is  l.uilt,  so  the  natives  sav.  on  a 
lu.Khd  sn,i.'^r,.sted  l.v  the  ribs  an.l  breast  of  a  common 
baruv.ird  fowl. 
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N.W  ICAI  |()\       AM  |:().\()\n- 

With  Hi,h  Hiiip!e  >,,iliii,u  .-mlt  ;is  |  h^v,.  d,..,.,-,!,,..! 

I"    'li''    piv\l,,||,vc||;,Iitr|-.    ,„„.    ||i;iv    Ica.IlK-    Im'Ih.v    tlut 

tiic  Ln\,iltv  Ishuidcis  were  l,v  ,„,  m,Mi,<  ansit  trav.'l- 
l<'r>.  au.l  that  their  kuuu|,.,lir,.  ,,f  navmatH.ii  was  vri\- 
liiiiit('(i. 

I  li.'V..  h.Mid  tliat  I  lie  pro,, I,,  nt  ,,iir  uf  (Mir  villau,.s 
"nrr  |),)ss..ss(.,l  a  uni(iii..  iil.'thn.l  ,,|  (Tussilio  th.'  s.'a 
t(i  Xt'u  ( 'alcdoiiia. 

Thfv  ass.'inM.'d  t,,n:,.,h,.r  .,ii  th.'  l.cai'h.  and  at  a 
H-naU'ivcu  l.y  .,,1,.  named  -At.'  Onat  -  vvvwunr 
'•h's.Ml  Ins  ..v,'>and  iVMiaiu.'d  ncrlr.-tlv  ^mrr  |..r  tvv.. 
">■  thi..,.  hours.  At  a  >..r,,n.l  smnal. '..vrrv  rvr  ua. 
"'"■"•■''•  '""i  '"■'"'I'l-  the  ,H.u,,|,.  funud  th(Mns,.lv..s 
'■■""l"'l  <"•  the  tnaiularid  n|  X,.u-  CahMh.nia.  thus 
.■scaping  the  dauu.Ts  and  inis.Mi.'s  ,,f  a  sea  v,,va.re. 
'■'"^  ^'  ■  'I''"'"  was  l.n.ken  lunken  thnai-di^a 
^v-maus  runositv:  sh-  was  a  st^ui^or.  amf  she 
'<V<'n.-<\  hei'  eves  l.etore  tile  siirnal  was  jriv(>u.  just  to 
see  what  was  ir,.iujr  ,,u  ;  an.l  ."ver  sine."  tlie  people 
liMve  luvn  ol.|,^r,.d  to  cross  the  s,,,  ,n  the  ,,rdinarv 
\\a'-. 

'•"'"^  l.ovaltv  Islanders  fre.ju.'uth  xisit.'d  the  ne|,rh- 
I'-Hinn-  islands  of  the  an.np,  and  oceasionallv  New 
^'^iledonia      a  radius  of  tliiitv  to  sixtv  iiides. 


IT.  I.,  n.  VI     NA\|(;.\TI<».\     AST|;n.\().M>i        k.,-. 

WIlCIU'MT     tllCV      IIKldt'      wli.lt      til     tlli'lll      UCIi'     l<in^' 

jniiriii'v>.  tlii'v  ufif  always  iiiitidl'iil  to  take  with  tliciii 
a  ccrtaiii  stniic  t'('ti>li  (iiickt'tK'  hr).  wliicli.  tlit'\-  said. 
\\a-  alilc  to  sliou  a  lij^lit  oil  dark  iii'_dits.  tn  pilot  tin' 
laiKit'.  and  even  tu  canst'  it  to  cuiitiiiiif  iiiidci'  wa\' 
u  li('rii'\ri'  tlif   wind  taikd  tiinn. 

I'nti'rtnnatcU-.     Iiowi'xci'.     t!,i-     Irtish     sonictirncs 


('cm:.ii.    FdUM  \ThiN.        Lll  1      (c\sT. 

tuiiu'd  ii'lirinous.  and  ictuscd  tn  exert  its  power 
accordin^r  to  the  desiics  ,,f  the  crew.  The  sailors, 
knowing  this.  |)iovideil  themselves  with  a  stout  stick 
haviiitr  certain  medicinal  pinperties.  and  with  this 
tliev  chastised  the  pooi'  fetish  nntil  it  was  hroindit  to 
a  |)r()per  lianie  ol  mind. 

if  all  went  wAl  on  the  douMe  jomnev.  tlie  owi;er 
of  the  fetish  •:eiierally  receixed  a  ver\  handsome 
present. 
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.      '"   '''''"'    -'"'"'    ^'    •'■"I'll    \V;,s   s,.imr|„.    ,,,„j    ,.,,„,.,,, Ilv 

'"'""':     I'"    'li''    nafiv,..    ,..,„|,|v   ,u„t,..M.,l    ti,,.,,    Mu. 

whrncv..,  thrv  tl,ui,u|„  ,i,,,,  1,,,..  u,.,..  ,n,l,n..M.r 

,     'I''";    •-"nan.  knru   ut    ,.u  uu,|,|   |,„v,„„l   tlMMrnur, 

i^l.n.l  u„t;l..stl,..v>,.v,  ,„,.., ,t,lM.,r  nun  mm  li^in.,] 
lip  'I    li'w    iii'u    ciiiiiitiif 


It  li,i|i[).MM'i|  III  tills  \va\' 
A   I .iliMii  w.is  li 


l""ll    the    i|r|,t|i>    ,,|     ill,.    >,.;,. 


'"'  '^''^  li^iiiiiu   Ml    th,.  (,idin;n\-  u.iv  fiMin  flic 
'<"•!<-.  .iinl  til,,. u  out  lii<liii,.tnu,mUtl.,.u,.st     |',.,.|n„r 

'"""■''""^'     "1^     ll'^     I k.     II.'     Im.k,,,,     t,,     I, ,11, 1     HI  II." 

tll'.UuIlt      ll,.     Im.I     .■,,|,n|„      .,,,     Uhllsll.illv      1. 1.,      li.l,       iMit 

'."""'    '"■    ''"I    l'"ll<"l    lip    ^i-i    i^^mmI      th,.    i>|..n„|    „f 

'  '■'■'■    "'"'■''   1^  •■i'"'i"    tliirtv   i,ii|,.>  .,u,iv.       CW,    th,. 

'"""■'"  ''■'^'  ^vli<''i"v.'r    i.itiMn.  jr,,    tM  [\r,    in    tli..,r 

'"'"'■^   'll"V    Ilk-'    t,,   .t,nf    ||,,M,    th..    .,,.,t    ,„,    uliM^h    th.. 

;,"""   ^"""''-   •""1   "■■"■-^"■l.v    t..lluu    th..   ,lir..,.t„,n>  ,,(    Ins 
line.) 

Viliiin  th..  Iish..|nian  thivw  ,.,it   In.  I,,,.,     this  tin,,. 

Hi  :ui  ..astrtlv  ,|in.,fi,,„.  a,,,]   ,,„||,,|   „|,  ,,„.  ,^|,^,^,|  ,^,. 

•^lan.  ;    a  thin!  tiiiM.  h,.  I,r,,i,jrht  „,,  th..  lar-..  islan.l  .,! 

•N-'U-    <'ah.dnnia.    win.l,    ,s   ah..i,t    -Jdo    n„|,.,    |,,„„.    4,-, 

rinl(vs  ;ici-,,ss,  an, I  al.,,nt  (Ki  miles  tmin  ijfii. 

Th..  tuiMrhattrn.pt  lail(..i,aiMlfinallvtli..|,n..  I,n,k,. 

whi.li  nuhcatpsthat  th..  Litnans  ktu.w  not hnnr  „t  th,. 

New  ll..l„„h.s  ,n  |,la,...s  l...von.l  ;  a.i.l  wl„.„  th.-v  saw 
hun^rn  v,vss,.|s  c.inins.r  f,,,„,  Hi.,  n.nth.  thcv  uviv' tillo,! 
with  u.,n,|,.,.  an.l  ania/...ni(.nt  and  said.  •'  Smvly  tliese 
I'»'"Pl'''iiii.-^t'-HfiM.  Inm,  tlH.,-|.Mi.|s,-an,|at  ..urr  .rave 
tli.Miith,.  name  -at..  !'a,,al|-  men  In.m  the  ,.|,,;;,|s  • 
"  'I'liM''  I'v  uiiieli  all  uliit..  men  are  still  knnvvn 

''•H...  nnn.lnta  l.iiuan.  t  h,.  h(,n/,,.n  (.fen.r,,,,)  was  a 
tau-ihl..  .,l,|,.,.t  at  1,..  un.ar  di^tane,..  Alanv  ,,|  th,. 
nativ.s  th.nioht  that  if  tli..v  e.nil.l  ,,nlv  i,.a.h  it  th.-v 
wuuki  lH.al,let..clinil.ui)toTli(.skv.     'itissai.l  that  a 
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l''ll'\-  ""'•'•  -t,lltr,i  ,,11  ||,,||,  ,,„..,, I  tlir  11, h, ,1,1  \|||,,„,,s 
,^^"''  'lil-"l'|''''  III  \l''U  Tlirvin.'twith  Mi;il'\-,,l,-.t;i(|".s. 
'•''"■'  U. ■,,.,, I, ||o,.,|  t,,,ut  p.ltll^  l<.rflirl,,s,.|\,.,  thin, lull 
''!'■  f'IIIL;l'''l  MMr-,  tl,„k  l.ll>l,r>,  ,i|„l  II  l,.|."(;.M'.  .-\  f  I,  ",f 
''l''     '""■^'-        When. •.,,.,■    .„„.     ,,|     III,.     ,,,,,|v     ,"||,,|i„,|     ,, 

'"^'l    '"■'■    '"    '■' llll'Mti...    |„.    ||,\,||,al,|v     ,,...,,|(r,|    tl,,|t 

tiM'  linM/,.i,  W.I-,  still  -•,|||r  i||>t,,|„-,.  ,,\V-|V,  '  T!,rv  U.T,- 
""'"•'"""-    "I    |"'l^«'Vri,lI„,..    l,,,u,.vr..    >,,    |. ,.•>■.,.,!    ,„, 

until    'li''\     i'Mr|„.,|    tli,'    >,M  ,•,,;, St.      Alas  :     I,, I     t!„M|- 

■'"I"-     ■■lll'l     I'l'l"^        til"     llnll/,,,1     u,|s     ,t||l     f.   ,     ,.|u.iv  ; 

Im's|,|,.s,  l„.tu,.,.„  ||„.,,,  . 1,1,1  tl,r  iT,,,,!  ,,|  tli.'ir  ai,i!,ili'.,ii 

I"Nr,l  tl„.  u'lv.it  l.hir  s,.;,.  T|„.  r,itc,|)li.s(..  ,nH.Ttil  k,',, 
Ulths,,,!,  /,.,,|.   l,,„|t,,  |„.  ,,l,;,„,|,„„.,|  ;   the   p,.,,,,!,.   u,.,,- 


<'lilii;ci|    to    ivtii,-,,     tn    thcji' 


IhiIIICS      ,11,, I      a|\,.    |,|,      ,,|| 


tll'.Unhts  ,,|    |Va,|,,„o    thf    luMx-,  ,,   ,,„    u|,|,.|,    ,1,,.,,,   |„,|„.^ 
W  IMC    lixcl. 

•^^  ■'  'il'''-  ''i''  |"'n|il.'  tia\,.||,.,|  litti,.  iiJHMit  tli,i,- 
"'^'1  i>l;i'i'l-  I  ;iiM  toM  that  .„,..  ,,|  the  i.itiiaii  (hi,. Is 
('-"'"■''  ll;iiu«Mig)  a,„l  hi.  Ii„.,„|  w..|,'  uai„h.,,„u 
•''"""     I"    ''!•■    ''ii-li    \vh(.|i    tl,..\-    ,„,,„.    ;,,.,, ,..    .,     .,,,,," 

^^'"'     "'U'li'l'-I     'h,.„,    u,th     >|. hh.ss    siupiiM.    a„.| 

■■'''''■      ''''i'^    'I'lii     Ih.|.„,o,.,|     tu    a     s,,,all    <-,„, I,, ,,!,., tv 

"I      \n''<]>U'      Uhu      liv,.,|       t,,u,.t|,.M'       1,1      the     ll.tCKM       ,,! 

the  isla,„l.  ai„|  sii|,|h  ,s,.,  I  t  hri,iM.|  vrs  t,,  !„■  thr  s,,|,. 
iiili^il'itants  ,,|  the  uh,,|,.  woihj.  Aire-  a  whil,' 
the  staitlcl  .-ivatiiiv  i,i\  itcj  tlic  two  ,i,i,.|>  to  l'o  with 
hii,,  t,,  his  villai:.'.  will,!,  h.'said  was  call,.,!  •■  At  iiiLrn,." 
'I'hc  two  visit,, IS  h,ii,„|  tlH"  propl,.  living-  in  i,,is(.ial,le 
hnvcls.  h,i  thcv  kiu-w  neither  Ihav  to  l.iiiM  l„,i|s,.s  ,„„■ 
to  enltivate  vegetal, les.  Th.'V  ha, I.  howwe,'.  the 
mstinet  ,,t  li(,s|,ital!tv.  Thev  set  ahoiit  placing  th.- 
l>cst  |,M,.|  thev  coiil.l  sii|,|,:v  l,ct,,ie  their  guests  T  hilt 
when  the  tw,,  men  sat  .'  .  n  t.,  eat.  their  .st,„iiaclis 
rehelled.  I,,r  they  .saw  in  liont  ,,|  them  u<,rnis,  lizards, 
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^^'""1  Ik'-  ■'ii'i   "'Iht  in>.'ct>.   ,i||   ,,|    uIimIi    u,.,,,   ,,,,„, 

nli|rit|(,l|,|l,|,.    t..   th.-lii.       Til,.    ||,,>t-    unc   ;i||i.'r\-  ,i*    tliis 

^lii-'l''  "!'■'"  ''i"'i'  I I-  ■'    'I  'l«'<l;iiv.l  tlif  tun  mm  cuiiM 

II"'    p"-ilil\-    i"'   clii.'h.    („■    tli-v    "...iiM    sinvlv    k„(,u- 

ll''U       \i'l\-      tiiutll.-dllic      \\..||.      >||,||      (li'llcaclc^.        TI.:'V 

'''■Ill-Ill  l'''l  t'    Unnw  In, Ml  w;  riic'  th.-\-  cum.,  .ind  smu." 

"t  thf  ■■  Atllll,M'llltcs  ••  ilrcl.ll.wl  tlifir  infrlitli.il  (.1 
iH<'u||||l,lliyill;r  tllclll  l.;i(k.  to  \>U,M'  t  lir  tllltll  of  t'-i  IT 
>t;itrtlir||t   ;     lillt   wIl.Mi  tlicx-  ,iMi\,.,|  ;|t   t  hr  hia.-i    \  ||lam' 

"t  .i(i-i|i.  ami  saw  cinuils  .,t  strange  laces  iratlicrim^' 
•I'li'ii'  tliciii.  and  the  lilii.'  s.-a  stictcliiiij^r  mUrs  ami 
iiiil.v-  hftuiv  tliiMii.  they  Wfiv  so  tcirificd  that  t!ii'\- 
Irll  oil  their  laces,  ai.d  tiie.j  to  shut  out  all  the  awe 
iii^inmiK  sjuhts.  The  name  ■■  Atin^r.Mi  "  lia>  since 
liecome  a  woni  ni  repinach  or  ridicule  tor  persons  who 
are  iiuu-  iiall\-  dull  oi'  stujiic'. 

i'he  l,o\;dtv  Islanders  <rreatlv  eiijftved  sittiii<(  oiit- 
Mde  their  huts  ill  th..  cool  evening  air  talkiimar.d  dis- 
<ai--.in^  current  events. 

Xatiirall\-  thev  uoticeil  and  lorined  fhi'ii  own 
opinions  al.out  the  stars  and  |)lanets.  Thev  <.'rouped 
them  into  iinagiuaiy  figures  and  gave  them  siiital.le 
names. 

The  /'I,  ill, Irs  suggested  to  their  minds  a  string  ol 
small  vaiiis.  and  so  th;-v  received  the  name  "  Kini- 
koko  ■'  ■•  Fini."  a  threaded  string;  "■  koko."  a  vam. 
Another  similar  group  was  a  string  of  odds  and  ends, 
called  "  [•"ini-wanvilan\-il.'" 

r'7"/.v\vascalle<l"  Koetrew  "  "  wife  of  the  moon," 
on  her  evening  apjieaiance.  In  the  morning  she  was 
called  ■■  Watesith  atialia  "     "  sign  of  dawn."' 

The  S,,'ithern  Cross  suggested  to  tliem  imlliu-;  up 
an  anchor,  and  was  calle  I  '•  Fiki-naliun  "  '•  liki."  to 
I'lill   >ip  ;    ■'  iiahuti."  an  anchor.     This  idea   is  rather 
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a  stiini^re  on...  r,„nin<r  IV.mii  ;,  ur-rnv.  M.cin.r  ti,,,t  the 
'^nvhuis  „snl  i„  f|„.  ishn.ls  ^u',v  l:,i<rv  st.mcs.  uhomis 

t    !.■     tluve     puMlts    nf    tl...     SuUtlMMl.     ( 'msS    .Slimrost     tllC 

■•^''•'1 i  an  Kii.izlisli  ;n,cli.,r. 

1"  the  .)/;//■,/  ir,,y  ,1,,  |^i,„,,,„  ,,.,,„„„^,,,,  ^,,^, 
'"'"'  -t  tun  ishuHls  ••  I,,,  hnanet.-  and  thev  also 
ol.serv.l  tiiat  th..>,.  h,v  [H.intinjr  t„u-anls  th.'  Nh'  cf 
lilies,  near  .Wu"  (  a!o,|unia  :  >„  whenevr  thes,.  sI^un 
u-.Te    unusually     luijit.    the     L,t„ans    said    that    the 

!"'<'PI*' "H  the  Isle  ot  I'mes  had  tin, >hed  prenaiu:  .  their 
'■\»'iunf;  meal. 

OrnuiS    lirll    was    siniplv    "a    ,urd."    „r    strin.r 
*  anewahne."  '^ 

The  pe(i|de  were  fiUed  with  aw.«  a:.l  w.m.l.'r  at 
"'*'  f"'"'*^''  '""'  ",,:unifi.enee  of  the  sun  (jo).  ,n.,<Mi 
(t.'u),  and  stars  (u,,tesv).  Thev  telt  thev  ou^d.t  to 
I'H.pitiate  theni  :n  some  wav.  hut  as  thev  were  t"ou  tar 
"ft  t.,  receive  presents,  the  ,,nlv  thing  the  natives 
'■oulcl  think  of  was  to  kne..|an.|  how  h.dor,.  them  in 
[lerlect  silence. 

Tiiev  could  never  hitlion,  tin'  mvsterv  ot  the  appear- 
ance and  disappearance  of  the  stars;  thev  came  to 
the  .-omlusion  that  the  sun  and  na.on  travelled  aion- 
a  path  underground  a  path  reserved  for  them  alon.^ 
ii|i"ii  which  human  eye  must  never  gaze. 

Thev  .said  the  s„„',,,„.lie<l   old   age   in   .,ne   month 
lait  owing  to  .some  sect  and  .sin-eial  attrihute  was 
enaiiied  to  rene^    his  voiith. 

The  m,„,n.  n.,t  heing  possessed  of  this  p,,wer.  ran 
Its  lull  .■(Mir.se  in  one  month,  after  which  a  literallv 
new  iiio.,ii  arose  and  took  its  phue. 

Jt  .seems  to  have  heen  the  geii,.ral  opinion  that  the 
"i""!!  possessed  an  unlimite.j  suppiv  of  teeth  (inyr,)  to 
'li>lH.s..   of;   s.,  that  whenever    a    man    pulle.l   'uuX    a 
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<U'niv,'<\  t.H,tli  1„.  was  niiii.ltui  to  thr.Av  it  ..vcr  liis 
liouse,  (.11  a  moonlight  night,  chUuva  "ut  at  the  same 
time  to  the  moon.  "  Here  is  my  oM  tooth,  take  it  away, 
and  send  me  a  new  ,,ne  in  its  phice.-  A  fri..nd  of  mine 
^navelv  told  me  that  the  moon  did  not  always  .rraut 
their  desires.  Si,,,  had  herself  toll,. wed  'alT  the 
I'H'serd.ed  rules  nu.st  mimitelv.  hut  no  new  tooth 
liad  taken  the  phice  of  the  (.Id  one. 

Among  the  (■<,mmon  ailments  of  the  natives  there 
1^  one  whirh  atfci,  the  eyes  in  the  form  of  spots  or 
l-leniishes.  To  remedy  this  defect,  the  patient  mixed 
t(.gether  eertam  medicinal  ingredients,  and  laving 
tiics<-  .,11  his  i.ig  t..e.  just  as  the  mo..n  was  sinking, 
'"'  •■"••d  out.  ■•  ( ;o  d.Avn.  nu.(.n,  and  mav  the  blemishes 
on  my  eyes  go  with  you." 

Cliildren  were  taught  to  spit  on  the  gn.und  when- 
ever they  .saw  a  hdhiiir  stai,  in  order  to  ensure  the 
continuance  of  their  mother's  life. 

The  sun.  the  wind,  and  th,.  ,ain  were  all  nioiv  or 
less  under  the  <(.ntrol  of  (••utain  .sorcerers  who  were 
t'iisily  prevailed  up..n,  l.y  a  gift  (.f  h.od.  to  use  their 
p"wer  and  skill.  There  were  tu<.  ..r  three  rain- 
makers in  ditlerent  parts  of  the  island.  It  was  their 
cust..m  to  pres,.rve  a  certain  spnt  <.f  ground  as  sacred. 
<  I  which  neither  hush  nor  gra.ss  was  e\er  allowed 
'     i.c  pulled  up  or  i.urnt. 

V;ii.. never  the  rain-maker  felt  inclined  t(.  sIk.w  his 
pow.M-.  he  threw  int..  this  .sa.re.l  virgin  patch  a  piece 
of  a  wil.l  vin..  call.-d  -  Ctrim  '•  :  after  whi.'h  the 
H..uds  f<,rmed.  an.l  the  rain  h>ll.  Thes.-  .sacred  plots 
-'f  land  still  remain  un.listurhed  :  an.l  although  the 
ram-maker  and  his  .le.sc.Mi. hints  liavc  no  |.,nger  the 
|H.wer  ..f  f..rmcr  .lavs,  v.'t  a  hah.  ..f  pa>t  gh.r"  seems 
t..     iH.ver     al.oiit    them,     an.l    thev    aiv    ranke.l    as 
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-^lll;lll    cliicl-;    mill    iMMtcil     with     unMt     respect    ami 
Iniiiiiui. 

Ill  (ililell  times  ,i  keen  s|i!lit  111  elllulatKill  ,111(1 
jealiiiisv  ]ire\aileil  hetweeti  tlie  "wise  men"'  wlio 
ruled  the  r.iiii  and  the  oiie  wlin  iiiIimI  the  siiii,  althdii^h 
theif  [xiwer.  till'  <jiM]d  (ir  e\"il.  was  sii|)[)used  t(i  l)e 
iibout  eijual. 

The  iiati\es  tlieniseh'es  limlced  with  i^'reat  ta\>'iir 
ii])(iii  tiie  lani-iiiiikers.  Imt  tn  liini  who  (•(iiitn)lled  the 
sun  wlinse  (ippressix'e  heat  caused  theni  so  niueli  dis- 
eondort  and  fatijxue.  and  (>ven  hurnt  up  theii  planta- 
tions, they  wore  evei'  I'eadv  to  impute  all  kinds  of  evil 
motives.  Tliev  e\en  insinuated  sometimes  that  he  wa.s 
trvinu  to  cause  ;;  iamine  in  the  land,  so  that  inanv 
jieople  would  die  o|  liimeer.  and  thus  there  would  lie 
more  human  Hesh  fi  tood  it  was  one  ol  the  [)rei'oua- 
tives  of  this  tunctionai\-  to  proclaim  a  cannihal  least 
\\liene\'er  lie  wished  to  (l<i  so.  There  '■•ero,  li<iwe\'ei', 
certain  rules  and  coiulitious  to  he  ohs^x'ved  iiv  him, 
which,  one  would  think,  would  militate  a^'ainst  a  too 
fre(p!ent  repetition  of  these  dis^ustinix  or<.jies.  l-'ui- 
example,  li"  would  he  ohIiLred  to  sacriii""  his  own 
eldest  son.  This,  the  tii>t  victim,  he  would  he 
ohli^ed  to  ha\'e  cut  into  a  tiumliei  of  parts,  corre- 
spondint;  with  the  nuniher  of  districts  in  his  chiet's 
dominion;  each  portion  would  then  he  dispatched 
l)v  a  special  en.\-oy  (maca)  accompanied  hv  the 
following'  message  :  "  This  is  part  of  the  Imdv  of  mv 
own  son."'  It  w,i>  then  understood  that  the  people 
were  free  to  slav  and  e,it  each  other. 

The  Lillians  ha\e  a  \er\'  poetic, d  manner  of 
expi'essino-  siriiie  ol  the  common  chan^^es  of  the 
weather  and  other  natural  phenomena,  'idius.  when 
the  wind   hlows  oxer  the  smiace  of  the  water,  tliev 
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sav   that    it   is    liavitiL'  a    hath.     The  lalhnj;  of  soft. 
y.Mitlt'  lain  IS  (IcsciiJM'd  as  "•  the  civinfr  of  an  infant." 
.An  rrliiis,'  (jid  ••  )n'ii/if  ")  of  the  sun  or  moon  rausod 
Lnt'at  consteiiiation  ainonj;;  the  people,  for  it  was  re- 
Landed  as  an  iidallihle  .sign  that  one  of  tlieir  hig  chiefs 
was  l)ein<r  called  away  to  the  spirit  world.     (|  do  not 
think  that  this  licliof  is  fjeneral  at   the   prescMit  time. 
<  )n  one  occasion  we  were  disturbed  at  a  late  lioiir  liv  a 
man    who.  .seeming  rather  afraid  and  excited,  told  us 
that   the    moon    was  dead.     We    went    outsi(h>     and 
found   there   was  a   total  eclipse.      .Manv  of  th<'  poor 
natives  tliought  the  end  of  the  world  had  come,  and 
all.  I  think.  w(>re  ivlieved  when  the  moon  reappeared.) 
.\   r<inil,(,H-  (leweii)  wa>  consiiL-red  ([uite    liarndess, 
unless  it  a(>peared    too   frequetitly ;    then,    indeed,  it 
miirjit  he  a  haihingcr  either  of  a  fanniK' or  a  hurricane. 
A   fact  that  lends  a  little  cohnir  to  this  idea  is  that 
the  rainy  season  is  also  tli(>  time  when  there  is  generally 
a  shortness  of  food  ;  it  is  also  the  time  of  .lestnictive 
hurricanes.     Children  were  stiictly  forbidden  to  point 
at   a    raini)ow.    lest   by   so   doing     they   should   cause 
the  death  of  their  mothei'.  as  in  the  case  of  a  fallin^r 
>tar. 

The  Lifiians  alwavs  maintaineil  that  there  was  a 
large  cavein  underground,  which  was  th,-  liom(>  of 
innumerable  devils.  These  devils  .sometim(\s  became 
veiv  angry  and  jealous,  and  did  their  iitino.st  to  cause 
a  lamiiie  amongs*-  the  people  who  lived  on  the  land 
abov(>  them.  They  tore  at  the  growing  yams  in  the 
native  plantations  with  so  much  force  and  energv 
that  they  shook  the  whole  island,  causiniT  an    earth- 

These  same  demons  had   also  power  ov<m    thunder 
(hedring)  and  lightmng  (samek).     The  latter  was  not  to 
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I'r  '"•"■'■'I-    '"'t  -li:    tl„.  f,.nur,,lrl,„u,l,.r.  ulnci,  t1,.. 

I  vrans  call    -  tl„.   v„c,.  uf  tlir   ..vat  cliicf  -      i;,,-,! 

•""'   f'^vrfiil  as  he  uas.  1„.  w,s  vrv  .asilv  un,.,.,l..,i 

I  .;  srn,n,dv  nl,j,.,.t,.,l  t.,  th,.  „ativrs  i.inain-  i.riana 
skins  a.ul  the  skins  of  vvyf.un  other  fn.its.  Sonie- 
tiin.'s  tor  this  small  ofleiiee  he  would 
man's  hmise. 

Whenever    Thunder    was    threateuinjr.   the    ,,e..,.|e 

;'^""l-l  all  hu-e  trees,  and  even  the  posts  inside  then 
fi-'Hses.  Kverv..ne  talk.'d  alnuit  him.  and  told  earl 
"ther  how  he  eouhl  tear  up  the  around  wit 
^n'n,en<lous  tliiimh-nails.  Wheneve:  his  n,ar  w- 
'"■"••I-  the  nuMi  furnished  themselves  with  thiek 
stidcs.  readv  t.,  smash  his  thuml.-nails.  shculd  I  e 
venture  insido  their  little  huts.  ( )n  nu,ui>  nt-  whether 
anyone  had  really  been  fortunate  en..u^rh  I,  s.eash 
t  .em  1  was  told  that  up  to  the  present  time  the 
tiiumlnnails  had  never  appeared  ,;.^v/  at  the  exaet 
'•liers  were  waiting  for  them.  ,,ther- 
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iiioinent  the  wat 


wise 


The  natives  have  also  a  wav  of  aec.nmtin.r  for  the 

7''  /'^    V"    """"'"'■     ''''"">"    ^"^-    ^'>"^   "^    <"»'    tin... 

til"  thun.ler  lived  here  upon  tl artli.     Thre..  fnen.N 

tlH'  eral,    (ixo).   the  snail    (eatei).   and    the    |.:eust 
"ien^ete,,)     talking,  together,  ajrreed  to  Uv  to  obtain 
"  I'^'lit  tiom  him  tor  making:  a  tire,     The'snail  made 
t|-tn.t  attempt.      When  he    arrived    at   the  door  of 
"""Hier  s  house,  he  m-t  with  rather  a  rou.h  welcome 
;''"'    "    '.y'l""'^^    ^"    1^'^"^^-   "-I""'"    lie    had    come   from' 
111''  snail  replied  in  jrentle  t.uies  that   he    ha. I    .-one 
tn   iH.^r  Thun.ler  to  ^nve   hi,,,     a    little    fi,e.      To    ,l,is 
Thunder  at   ti.st   de„,u,Te.i.   i.ut   later  he  consented 
•Ni\iu;,r.      Look  out  vo,i  d(,n't  l.u,„  „,v  place  '• 

But    the    snail     was    evi.lentlv    unaccust.mied    to 
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Ii;iiiillin<;  tire,  tor  lie  not  only  set  TiiuiidcrV  place  on 
tilt',  liiit  Iit>  hiiiisclf  pciislicd  in  tlic  Haines. 

'I'licn  the  locust  sent  tlie  craii  to  piocure  a  tii'e-stick. 
Init  a  sinnlai'  tiling  liappened  to  the  cral)  that  liarl 
happened  to  the  snail. 

Alter  this  the  locust  was  very  ant^iy  and  deter- 
mined to  ^r,,  himself,  lie  smashed  open  tlie  door  of 
ThundiM's  li(»use.  and  a  serious  (piarrel  ensued,  in 
whicli  Thunder  was  coiupiered  and  taken  prisoner, 
and  e.xiled  fioni  the  earth  iiy  the  hx  ust,  who  luiiletl 
him  upwards  into  th(>  clouds.  He  evidentiv  letunis 
to  the  earth,  for  wl,ene\-ei'  thunder  is  lieanl  the 
old    women    sav.       That    is    tli(>    locust    l)an<fin<T  the 

11."  r^       r^ 

tliMuder  up  into  the  chaids  ajfain." 

W  (i/irs/ioii/s  were  i.nderstood  t(i  lie  sli(>ets  of  water 
lieintr  poured  from  the  sky.  Thev  were  said  to  lie 
easilv  destroye(|  hy  sti'ikiiii.'  tht^  suspen<led  i^nd  with 
a  stout  stick  or  club. 
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''''"■■  ''"^■■'lf.\-  Islan.l.Ts  n.,.k,.n..,l  tlirir  v.mts  I,v  tli,. 
""";'"■'■  "'  .^•""  ''■■Hv..st>  ,)m.v  ha,|  s..,.,,.  ,„■  l,v  ,,nv 
>tnk,nu,M,l.|,cev,Mit.  <>!,|,i,,,  ,vas,nvatlvl,uunnn.,l 
••"''I  ''vcrv  ni;nisan,l„rhui  uastn  h.  .Mnsi.l.Mv,!  ..Mn 
tlmu  he  icallv  uaM  au.l  s„  the  r..nn  oA/ I.ecar,,..  ,h.m1  as 
"<''""l.Inn,.nr..,rtnken..f,vsp,M-t,  l.i.t  furuHM-lv  u.-vrr 
asuTus,.  ,t  asa  trn,,  uf  atl.H-ti.mat.'  tatniliantv  hut 
th'-  natives  ha. 1  v.mt  htth'  idea  of  the,,- ajies  |  lieanl 
'i  ^^-Inte  man  ask  a  native  uh..  uas  ,,f  af,Mit  sixtv-five 
v.^.rs    uhat    lui^ht    I.e    his   a^e.      The    nh|    inan'tnok 


so    Inii^r    t.)   (•(insider   tlial    the    white 


man   su(r()r(>ste(l 


*^-iyv.  II..  supposed  tile  white  man  knew,  and  vet 
■'Msnm-  t,.  app..ar  a  htth.  ,,|d..r.  t,e  ^Mavelv  inlonned' 
n^  1h'  th..ujrht  he  must  have  seen  twentv-,.ne  van, 
''■"■v.'sts.  lie  also  t.,hl  „s  that  his  (lau(rhter  ' was 
i'l-iit  seven  vear>  (,f  ajre.  wherea.  she  must  have 
been  at  least  eighteen.  P.ut  time  was  (,f  |,tth.  aee(,unt 
t"  them.  The  (lavs  were  I.,,,.;  and  there  was  not 
"'";■''/;"'"•  ''''"^■^""  ^vas  the  „nlvel.,ek  th.'v  had 
'"1.1  althoupli  thev  n.ad  it  v.uv  (-(.rreetlv.  thev  w.uv 
.pnte  h.st  astotime.uL.loudvdavs.  Askin./an  ..M 
pa.stor  wliether  it  was  not  time  to  rin^  the  ehmcji  hell 
tor  service,  he  .said.  '•  We  alwavs  rin-  ihe  hell  whe 
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tli.'   Mill    iTiiclics  ii    ccitaiii    III, Ilk   oil    the   t  liicslidld   ,,t 

|M\'    llHllSC." 

Thi'iv    w.Tc    miiiMTdiH    -special    M.inirs    for   (litl'cmit 

|''ll'>     "I        ill''       ll.l\-.      :lll       "I        which      ;||V       stlh        ill      ii-c. 

"  "'ii'il<'iii\'  ■' If  jiiit  ■■  \\,i>  .■,irl\-  in  rhf  iiiuriuui:. 
whilst  >till  (hiiL  ••  .\,H|;ii|..  1,11  ■■  (hivhicak.  ■'  I'ici 
>i-i       (li'iKiti'd    thr    lic'Hiiiniii!^   of  till'   (hiriHMi:   "f  the 


l.li   I      \  N. 


Miimkaiiy  iiiorii- 

'''iiiii'ii  ;   '■  lliiiiiiiiijo" 


1)im1s   in   the  carK-    uioriuiiu. 
iiiL'  :   "  iliiaipa jo  hiiiakaii\-  " 

"ii«l«l;iy  :       •'  Co   hi    (jci    la    jo        railv   altn  ii.h,i,  ; 
'■  lliiaipajo    hcj  ■'     hiti'    afternoon:     ••  i|,.|..-li,.je '• 
gh.aiiiiiiL';      ••  ilcjr  ••      cwuinji  ;      ••  .lint  "'■        uiirht  ; 
"  Nyipc  jiut   ■     iiiiduiirht. 

The  \car  was  also  (Ii\i,|c(l  into  sections,  the  nainrs 
<-f  whi.-ii  -cnciallv  had  to  do  with  some  puhli,-  am.iiai 


"^  .WIoNc    Tiij.;   .\.\TI\|.;s  ,.,    , 

""■'"■  ''''"'^  ''"■  "-'I'll  "f  -S.tcH  ••  M|,l|,;,tr,|  tl,- 
"""■    "'"■"    ''"•    '"'"-    "I    III"    -llMlMt    nf   (;,,,„    ,M;Hlr    ;, 

-"""'  .^■'■■"■l^-  '"•'-'  ^""1  invit.Ml  utlirr  tii..n,||v  im1„.s 
'"  I'""  '''"'ii-  I'l  til"  iMuntl,  ,,f  ■•  .M;,h,,„  •■  ,|„. 
tnl-->lflH.,|,MM,t  ..t  W,.,  n,;,.|...  l....,.;,,Hl,nv,f,.,| 
tlifii-  li  iniiU. 

"  '"''■'^'•"  "  ^""1  ■■  Xi'in.nhi,,,.  •■  u,.,v  iMnnflis  wl,..„ 
^'""  ^"'"''^  "'  '-"^'  '""!<  'Ih'I'  -tlnnit:.  of  ,H.\\  v;ini-^ 
^"  ''"■  '"^"-liK't'.      TIm-m.  ,nn„tl,.  imuImMv  .<,rn.M„„i,| 

""''  '""■  """"I'-  "I   -^l.n.'h  ,111,1  April.      At  tl „<!  .,1 

tl.P  w.ir  til,.  ;„.,,, .1,.  ,,.,H„  tnnk  ,-,    Iniu..  prcMMit  ..f  „/,/ 
v.mi>    ru    thnr    ,|,.rn,  t    rl,i,.f.    ,„    the    ,u,mtl,    .-all,.,! 
\\  "'iiii'iiictfa, 

"  '"^■"'■•"'  "  '^  ''"■   "'III I'  .-nDtli.T  uumth   touanis 

^' '"'  "'   f'l"  viMr.      At  til,.,  tnn..  nf  rl,,.  vcar  tlie.v 

wa.'    httl.    wurk    tu    Im.   ,|.„h.    .„,    tl„.    pLuitati  ,„  ■     .,, 

.■'^''''""       "'■'"   ^'    l"''"l'i.\-    "i-ntli,    uhrn    til,.    ,„M,p|,. 

visitci  thnr  tn,M„l...      It  ua..  al.s,,  il,,.  tnnr  u|i,m.  tho 

P-'pl.' of  the  \V..t  ,|,..tn..t  u.-nt  nu...a,vlM.t  a  particular 
kiu,|,,t  (,..h.      Ti„.vn...,|  n,MtlHMtrap.,sp..ar.u„ri.ait 


iia,l  \-,.t  tli,>\-  .sii,-,-,.,.,|,.,l 


111  s.M'iiriim  a   lar^r,'  iiiniil)('r. 


Ili'-^''  parti.-ular  li<l,  t,H.k  ..|„.|r,.r  Ju  tl„.  small   h,,|,w 
"1  the  r„rk..   an,l   the  nia,.   uiiu  ,a„,ulit  th,.  li.st  ,„,.■ 


wit!)  his  haufls  ||,.1,|  it  ahilt.  ai 


111  wlini  thr  pc.plt"  saw 


)t   th..vsh,Mit..,l   u,th  a   iiivat  s!i,„.t   -  K eeho....,.,,  ' 

I  his  u.H.s,.  so  staith-,1  th..  fish  that   ,„.  ,n„n.  lit,,  u-.s 

'""    '"  ^'"'"''  "'^'1   fl'"   P<-pl''  'ini.klv  i,r,-,tli,Mv,|  th..m 
up  aii.i  threw  tli,.iii  inr,,  tla-ir  iiativ..  I)ask,.ts 

,''''"'  "'""^''  ■■^'■■"luhi  ••  le.eiv..,!  its  „ani,.  fn.ni 
tlif  r.M.t  nl  a  particular  tre,-.  The  nn.t  was  use.l  |,„- 
f<H„|.  a.i.l  was  at  its  l.-.st  at  this  time  ,.f  th,.  v..ar 

'I'!"'  "1""^''  -i-p.ma"  warue.l  th.-  meu"  t„  ,,.usp 
thenis,.lv,.s  an,|  hasteu  „1T  i„„,  th,.  I,ush  m  .search  „f 
Viin.,uskiu,ls„f  l.ark  with  which  t,,  make  their  lines 
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Mini     lli't->.     Ml    Jl>     In     Ijc     Ic;hI\-     \iiy    ;l     ((MtlHU     kllnl     (il 
li^ll    wllich    \V,IS    Midll   cxiifctt'd    tn    \iMt    tllcil'   <l|n|c<. 
■'    I    ;i('\\('jt'  "      U;is     ;i      cold      innHtll       the      tlli.lltil      tnr 

|iic|i,iiinir   the   stiikcs   tor  dij^ginir   up   the   j^nmud    iii 
t  lii'ii'  iH'w  pliintatiniis. 

"  Tu    ([cu        \v;is     tn    clc;!!'    il\V;lV    Weeds    ,ilid     t  iee~;, 
Inl    the   >t;iltilllf  of  ;i    IieW    [)l,l  Fit  ;l  t  ioll,   and    the    inniitli 

(,leii  "  was  the  time  tn  do  this  pai'ticidar  wmk. 
(jtaleweji',"'  oi'  ( mnked  stick,  was  one  ot  the  hot 
iiioiiths.  Alter  the  hiishandliiaii  lunl  lieeii  dimriui' 
ii|)  his  iraiden  lor  some  tiiiio,  he  was  u|a(|  tn  lest  a 
little  nil  his  stake,  after  he  hail  dii\eu  it  into  the 
gioiiud  in  ail  inclined  [xisition  ;  and  so  often  did  he 
ie>t  that  this  month  has  heen  called  "  crnnked  stick." 
(These  hist-named  thre<'  months  lia\'e  also  lieen  -[mken 
aixiut  under  .\',ni('ultiu-e.) 

"■  (.hiiela  "  nuist  l)e  one  of  the  eailv  months  nf  the 
veai-.  liecause  it  denntes  heavy  lains  and  hurricanes. 
Theie  was  another  montii  calle(|  "  Kejan,"  luit  the 
oiiiiin  ni'  meanii.i:  of  the  wo?(j  is  not  now  known 
1)V  e\tMi  the  oldest  iidial)itants  :  I  (hiuiit  veiv  much 
whether  many  nf  th(^  yfamj;  men  and  maidens  kimw 
even  the  names  of  the  months  that  were  commonlv 
employed  Ky  their  forefathers.  Kn<,lish  oi-  French 
names  ai'e  now  univer.sally  u.sed.  It  i.s  much  the 
same  in  the  case  of  numerals. 

Nundieis  heyond  ten,  or  rather  numlxMs  other 
than  the  multiple  of  twenty,  W(>re  unknown.  The 
numl)er  twenty  lepiesented  one  man  his  Hiifrers 
(iwanakoim)  and  his  toes  (iwara):  fortv  or  si.\tv  were 
s|)oken  of  as  two  oi-  three  men. 

Toes  weie  called  tlie  linjfers  of  tlie  foot,  and  very 
useful  fingers  tliey  were  too.  Thev  held  the  twine 
for  ])kiiting  and  netting  ;    they  giipped  tlie  rocks  and 
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"""^  '"  'li"!!.!!,-  ;,u,|  uifl,  u,,n,|,.rli.l  .Irxt^Mtv 
thus  saved  iimicci'ssjnv  >tu(,|,iiii,r. 

Af't<'r;il,    M.f..,N;,|,,|    S,.,MI,,tl.,„    tl.,.    l.,|„,Ui>    >Im,u,.,| 

l-'>r;,tcn,.|,al.tv.  a.i.l  ludiilu,..!  ,„  ,M,n,  v  .Ir,,,.  ,„.(  n,t  luns 
"I  iifhMti.,1,  on  iiic'tin^tlirir  tiini.ls';  s,,al^u  u  I,,.,,  , 
niessciiurr  a.nvr,!  uul,  u,„.,|  nrus.  TIm-v  ,  I,,.|m.,'| 
''^';'''  "'l'"i   I'.v  ti,..  ;,,„,>,„■  >i,u„Mr,..  snini:  luvlullv 

I.M'illlr.    '  ■         '  •  • 

''■'"■    "itlM,.|nx   u;,v.    Im.u-,.v..|.   ua<   |ur  ,,,!.'   in.ni   tu 

'''■'""■•  ■^^''"■"  I"-  lii''n.l  l.,u,„,hr  Ins  ii.MMl  down 
'■'"'"  '^  ^^"''  ^'  '"'^"tv  -"u,-k.  Tin.  was  ..>,,...,;,||v 
""■'■.•iM.u„i,rl„,.,.wl,.,r.||,.,|,.;n-lM,rlM.rl,vtlM.,Mh,.. 
"'  '■'"'•'""•  '•"■■'  ••^'"'ii'N  ■•'iH'aut  M,nM.tlmi.';,l,M,,M 
"";."•  "'■'"  ''"'"•'•  It  vuu  tuuk-  a  ,Ma„  t,„  vnur 
'•-'"■'nil  v.Mi  nav..  hnn  accv.s  t.>  vm,,-  |„,„m..  v.-ur 
'•""i.  vuin-  jtu.mIs.  aii.l  iiii.l.Tt.M,!-  t.,  stand  i.v  In,,,  ,„ 
tiunl.l,..  A  hi.  ,|,iH'  snnM.t„„..s  adupmi  a'^tran-.T 
">  Ills  Liunnn.  and  ,„,  ,„„.,  alfi'  that,  dan-  liann  t1,.. 
'ii'i'i.  (1,-  olTciid   hi,,,  in  aiiv  \\a\-. 

■'■'"■  l-it"'"'  l.inu„a^r,.  ,s  vr,v  s,,ft  a„d  I,,,,,,,! 
'""■  \\<Md  iiinnini:  into  an..tli..,.  niakm-  it  v.tv 
'''*""'""  '"  f'"'  '■^"•-  <>''Msin„;,llv  ,.n."  „,av  ain.ust 
giioss  tia.  niraiiiajr  ,,t  a  u.,nl  l,v  tli.-  uav  it  is  sp,,k.-n 
It  tlir  nativrs  s|M.ak  ..f  a  nam  as  havinu  ualkcd  a 
';"'-'  •''■^^■""•''  ^'"'y  ■^"v.  with  a  sl,u|,t  nj.liii,,,.  of 
tH'  head.  ••  linn  nv,dp  hn„.  tn..  tr,>,  tm.  tn,.-  nntil 
tiM'  -'rnvs-  unidnallv  <Ih'  auav  as  the  distance 
increases. 

The  laii^rna^ro  is  very  verlM,se,  as  cunpaicd  uitl,  the 
Kn.irJish.  and  ult<>n.  after  hsf-ninL'  t..  a  km-  native 
.st(nT.  tokl  ,n  their  dreainv.  sh,u-  wav,  I  ha^  f,„m,j 
It  ennid  l„.  t,,ld  in  Knjrjis),  in  cinpara^'-.-.iv  few  w.ud.s 
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I     h.l\f   ;lllr,i(|\-  v[i(,krii    (i|    t  lir   ((plllt,   (i|    rhirl's.    hn- 

KHii)-"'.  uIikIi  r,,ii.|(ri.i(i|\  iiicreases  flir  (lilliniltv  ut 
till'  huiu'iiiii:.'  t(i  ,1  sti,iii,L;.T  ;  Inr  if  In-  h  a  nian  d  auv 
-iHi.il  standing,'  lir  will  l,c  aildros.'d  .unf nmallx-  in 
thr  iliifl's  laiijriia;.'..,  Iiiit  when  h,.  kimus  snrnctliiiin 
"i  l.ltuail.  hr  Ulll  !„.  ...xi„.,tr,|  t..  ivplv  ill  t  he  c,  ,||,riM  Hi 
latii:iia;.fc. 

I<v  ;i  >traiii.'('  .(miickIchcc  then-  jiTO  a  tow  |)<iints  (,f 
Miiiilantv  JM-twccti  the  l.itiiaii  aiui  the  ImcikIi  hin- 
^uaL"'s.  For  lliMaiicc,  the  l.iliialis  alwavs  \im'  tlif 
iiifK'l"  "  1.1  Im'Imiv  a  iiuiin,  witliniit,  li(iu('\ci.  aii\- 
i<M:ai.|  t(.  j.M'iulci.  Til.-  ((.iivfmctK.ii  mI  til.'  .s.Mitciic' 
"  Mv   l.i-.itlii'r's  p.Mi-krutc  "   \\..iil.|    l.c,   a^   in   Fiviidi. 

"   Til.'   |MM1    kllll.'  ..f  1M\-    liIi.tll.T."        AlMIII.    th.'N-  .■||II)|..V 

th.'    sain.'    nu'rlin.l    as    tlir     JMcni-li     m    .'xpi.-Mii^r    a 


ti.'_'atlV('.     the     ■'  lie 


!•■'-        lifinLT    .'xni't'ssf.l      l)v 


^■'•'  •  ■  '■'■"•  Tli.'ii'  .l.'ni.instratix.'  inon.mns.  t.i.), 
ii!-.'  aliiK.st  idfiitiial  witli  those  .,|  tlic  French.  Iieinix 
■'  '■'■  "  'iii.l  ••(•.'la  "  :  tilt'  •■  c."  h.Av.'v.T,  li.'inj^r  s.Miml.'d 
;is  '■  eh." 

<  Ml.'  tcatiiic  ((iinni.in  to  th.'  joiir  lan<:iiaji.'s  of  the 
jzionj)  is  the  t'litiiv  alis.'iicc  of  the  vt'ih  '•  to  lie." 
I  ntil  on.'  knows  th.'  Iani,'iiau.'  <int'  \.ond.'rs  I  ow  it  can 
lie  [).»ssili|c  t.)  dis|)("ns.'  with  its  use. 

Th.'  natives  niakc  fivcjiu'iit  use  ..f  the  '•  th  "'  soun.!, 
which  the  Ficnch  find  .lillictdtv  in  pr..n.mncin^  ; 
on  th.'  oth.'f  han.l.  the  natives  are  unahl.'  t..  pro- 
ii.iiin.'.',  with  vt'iv  few  exceptions,  two  consonants  in 
ronjuncti.)n  :  they  t.inneiJv  pn)U.)unce.l  and  wrote 
my  name     Ha.lti.'l.l     as  '•  Hadeietil." 

Alth.Mi^'h  all  l,.)yalty  Islanders  speak  gianimaticallv, 
ami  are  most  careful  to  sound  everv  asj)irate— 
iucludinij  tlu.se  placed  in  the  middle  of  a  word— 
many  of  tliem  are  very  careless  speakers.     It  is  their 


1-'-'  A.M(».\(;    TIIK    XATIMvS 


i-i .  I 
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l-Ustuiil     t(.    (■Miiiiiiriicf     ;i     Sf.,lti'H(i',     ;,,l(l     jff.T    ;|     f, 

\vnv,U  ti)  ititiMilitc,.  a  |,,a,,r  ■  hint.!  '  ,.r  •■  j,,!,.'  .,n,j 
frv.iuriitlv  cii,!  ui.li.  ••  oil  uhal  <\n  v.Mi  (all  it  '.  '• 

S..tii..fi,Hrs     tlu'v    >!„.,fn    a     u-,,r,|     ,,i     s..,if,Mi,.,. 
Htid  mst..a,|  ,.|   ••  TI,,,,,.   I,,,  ,^„.  ••     ..  ,   ,,,,j^.^    ,,|^^_^^   ,; 

—one  i;..,icnillv  hears  •  tliato,"  and  nut  aluM\,s  /W,  |..r 
ii  sliai|.  ii.hI.  a  |.f(iiliar  <,Miiiia.v,  ,„■  a  shnijr  of  the 
sh.Hihh'rs  .-.iiiallv  ..x,Mvss<'s  thrir  i,i,.a,iiutr.  "■'  \-,.s  - 
is  ..tt.'fi  rxpivssr.l  l,v  ,n,.n.|v  niismu  t|„.  ,.v,.|.,mws. 
tiiniiiiL'  ii|.  th.-  cnriin  ..j  tin-  tu|,  Ii,,.  ,,r  uivinirth,.  h,.a,i 
a  shaiji  iiu.l  iiackwaids. 

l^-th  Lillians  aiul  Iv.-aiis  i,s,.  tif  iriclusivr  aiu! 
I'x.luMvc  i.ruuoims.  ,.|,|.  in  a.l.iitK.n.  th.'  Lifiians 
hi.v."  niaiiv  wavs  .,f  ...vpn-ssm.;  .Mir  siinph-  piunuuns  : 
"  y.)ii.  '  l..r  cxaiiii)!.',  j:ivcs  jricat  scop,.  |nr  (lattery  or 
'■-'ritcinpt,  of  uhu'li  th..  natives  an-  not  >lu^v  m  takincr 
advaiita^'c.  ° 

Til."  lollowin;;  list  of  sccon.l  p.Ms..naI  pronoims 
sinjriijar  will  jr,v..  an  idea  <,f  th,.  ainpl,.  .■Iioi,,.  ,,f  forms 
<.fa(|,lr..>s  ,.njoy,.,l  l,v  th.-  Lillians.  TIm'v  aiv  writfri 
m  the  or.ler  of  th,.  r,.sp,.,.t  or  contempt  uliich  tln-v 
n'sp,.c1ivelv  express,  th,"  first  \vuu\  of  the  list  sh,.\vinjr 
the  hijrhest  ami  most  ,||un,fio,|  f,„.,„  „f  address,  almost 
deilviii^r  th,'  person  t,,  uhom  it  is  used  :  the  words  at 
the  end  .,f  the  list  niav  he  iis,.,|  either  f,,r  the  p,irp,.se 
of  expressin^r  ,-ont,.mpt.  cpial  to  •'  V,.ii  dn^r'  ,„■  as 
terms  of  ,'nd,.arm,.ut.  ami  are  oft.'n  iise,l  hy  a  husl.an.l 
in  addivssin^r  his  wif,.  ;  in  which  case  there  is  prohahly 
a  siil.tle  coiiihiiiatioii  ,.f  the  two  features: 

Anjienetilai      Knetilai     Anifacilieti     Cilietie. 

An^ranvipeti     Xvip,.ti     Xyip,.     K,-.    .M„ne     Xvam. 

^^   A   (luers  son.    when   ,jiiite  yonmj,   is  addie.s.sed   as 

■'llvlp,^■•    and    cpnt,.    voimu    .hil.lren    ,.l.serve    this 

eti,iii,.tte.      Mv  ouii  little  son  had  often  for  his  plav- 
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lll,lti'>  till'  Mill  III  ,1  •  hii'l  ,|-,(|  till'  Sdli  lit  ,1  cullllllnlirr, 
ilUil  IniW  i'\,.|  cxrltr.l  thivsr  rlnlillvll  i.Mt  III  f  licir  n,llllfS 
the   Mill   (it    till-   (■iilllllliilKT    lU'\fr    llV    .IIIV  clllllici'   fnli^'nt 

tu  .iililiv-s  the  iithiMs  as  ■■  iiyipc,"'  thus  reriigrusiii" 
f  lit'ir  s( Ki.il  III isif |i 111. 

Kvciv    \<iiiii^'   mail   is  ciititlcil    t<i    In-   aililicsscil   ,■ 
"  nvi[)('.      liut   a   yiiiii;.,'  wntiiaii.   unlt'ss  .-.lie   is  liiifhl , 
(■ulUli'ctnl,  is  lii'M'I-  ■■  livipr,"  liilt  ■■  ro,"  ('\cf|it  slic  ln> 
inairicd.  and  i'\cii  tlii-n  "  iivi|ii'  "  caiiifs  with  it  unlv 
ii   hiiiitcil   ini'asiiiv  (it'  (■iiiii[iniiicuf  ;    it  siiiiplv   means 

that  shf  has  thniwii  dli'  the  t'iccihim  df  ijirll d    and 

is  wiirthy  ot  a   httlc  mdiv  (•(insi(h'rati()n.      ilcr  ;,ni'at 
amliitid!!  is  tn  ticar  herself  aihlresst'd  as  '"luipn" 
••  \(iii  and  vdiir  otisp.  in^'." 

.\  ((iinnion  ditHciilty  is  dt't<'n  e.\|)(  rienced  in  aihlress- 
iiiL'  a  wiiiiian  of  inania^'ealile  age  whu  is  a  stranger. 
'I'here  is  iidthing  in  the  form  of  weihling  ring  to 
iii(li(at(>  whether  she  is  sirigh'  or  marrieil,  and  if 
married,  wliethcr  or  not  she  has  chihlren  ;  and  vet 
the  correct  word  must  lie  ii.sed  iii  addressing  her. 
It  she  is  iKil  Hurried  we  mav  speak  to  lier  as  "  Ivi  "" — 
you.  it  inarned  ,ind  no  children  as  "'  n\-ij)e."  hut  if 
she  is  the  luotlcr  of  a  child,  as  "■  nyij)o."'  which  is  tlii> 
dual  toriii  for  ""  voii  two.'" 

No  married  woman  likes  to  hear  herself  addressed 
as  •■  nyipe  "  "  yoii,"  alone.  It  is  too  suggestive 
ot  what  she.  and  others,  would  regard  as  disparage- 
ment. It  was  some  time  heforo  I  discovered  that  I 
had  transgrcs.setl  the  laws  of  the  language  l)v  address- 
ing, from  courtesy,  all  married  women  as  ""  nvip.-." 
seeing  that  they  were  so  very  sensitive  about  heing 
called  ■•  nvipe."'  i  found,  however,  that  although 
a  woman  dislikeil  heing  addres.sed  as  "  n\ipe,"'  she 
was  also  greatly  embarrasseil  bv  being  called  "  luino." 
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In  ?iiv  .lil(Mimiii.  I  consult. 'd  a  very  intelligent  native, 
aiui  found,  to  my  surpris...  that  the  Lifuans  w.Te  in 
exactly  the  same  piodicanient  as  myself.  A  l.ifuan 
aix^iit  thirty-five  years  of  age  assured  me  that  he  was 
always  ashame(l  to  speak  to  a  married  woman  wir,  was 
childless,  because  he  never  knew  which  pronoun  to 
use  -"  nvipe  "  or  "  nyipo."  that  neither  he,  nor  she 
should  show,  or  feel,  disrespect,  and  want  (,f  polite- 
ness. 

But  although  the    Lifuan    language  is  so  rich   in 
pronouns  in  tlie  second   and  third   person,   and   has 
abundance    of    words    pertaining    to    house-budding 
hsh.ng.  and  gardening,  it  is  woefully  lacking  in  words 
(as  indeed  one  nught  expect)  which  are  expressive  of 
mental,   moral,   and   social   ideas.     "  fhnim  •'   is  the 
uonl  generally  used  for  -  love."'  and  is  nearly  akin  to 
the  Knghsh  word  '•  charity."     A  gift  of  anv  kmd    or 
u  kind  action,  is  called  "  ihmm."     Hut  to  love  a  person 
or  to  feel  an  affection  for  him.  is  to  '•  h>i  -  Km  • 
the    word    ••  hni  "   meaning  the    bdiy,   or  abth-men" 
employed  as  a  verb. 

The   natives   had   no   idea    of  attributing  thou-ht 
to  the  brain:    b.^vond  the  fact  that  it  formed  a  part 
;.   the  stutHng  r>f  the  skull,  it  had  no  special  function 
''<■  heart  was  to  them  the  only  seat  of  knowh.l-r,.  ,u,| 
thought. 

A  I.ifuan  always  savs  "  oh,,  -  -  thank  vou  -  for 
anv  gn,,d  news,  as  well  as  for  a  gift  :  -  oh,,  "  means 
"  I  am  glad."  or  "  I  rejoice  with  vou." 

Occasi.mally  a  man  brought  me  ;•  little  present 
t'oni  bis  wite.  who  lived  some  miles  awav.  an.j  as  he 
"tiered  it  to  mc  he  said,  ".My  uifes  salutations  to 
vou  and  she  has  s,mt  you  iier  lingers."     Then.  b..b.re 
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ho  rctiiMU'il,  I  sent  my  .salutati(jns  tn  lii.s  wife,  I  "olca  " 
to  luT  f(ir  her  pivsoiit  to  me,  and  (otTering  a  little 
|)a(ket)  '■  here  are  mv  firitfers  to  her." 

Wlieii  the  natives  are  wearv  of  anvtfiing  thev 
express  themselves  as  being  d('a<{  of  it. 

Althoiigli  L'vea  is  the  smallest  of  the  three  islands 
of  the  group,  being  about  thirtv  miles  long  by  three 
or  four  miles  broad,  there  are  two  different  languages 
spoken  there. 

The  original  tongue  was  evidently  that  known  as  the 
laian.  Tradition  says,  and  it  is  probably  correct 
in  asserting,  that  the  tribes  living  at  the  extreme 
north  and  south  of  the  island  are  aliens,  presumablv 
from  Wallis  Island  according  to  legend  alreadv 
mentioned  -and  these  still  speak  their  own 
language  ;  whilst  those  in  t'le  centre  of  the  island 
are  the  real  aborigines,  or  laians,  intermixed  with 
New  Caledonians.  The  laian.  or  pure  Cvean,  is 
supposed  to  be  a  very  difficult  language  for  foreigners 
to  acquire  ;  and,  indeed,  apart  from  the  missionaries, 
I  know  of  only  one  wliite  man  who  has  ever  been 
able  to  speak  it.  It  is  decidedly  harsh  and  um'outh, 
and  requires  a  large,  flexible  mouth  to  give  it  its 
coriect  pronunciation  and  expression. 

The  Uveans  do  not  seem  to  have  had  the  .same 
exalted  ideas  of  rank  and  chieftainship  as  the  I.ifuans. 
They  have  one  pronoun  only  tor  the  .second  person, 
so  that  in  this  respect  the  dithculty  of  acquiring  the 
language  is  not  great.  Still  it  is  in  the  ])ronouns 
that  one  of  the  difficulties  of  the  language  is  to 
be  found,  namely,  in  the  possessive  pronouns. 
These  are  continually  changing,  according  to  the 
noun  which  they  qualify,  as  well    as    according    to 
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til"   natiii,.  of  tl,..   n.HM,   t.,   ul,„.|,  tl,..v  hdnnu       F„, 
nistaiicc  : 


First  I'(r>iii). 

■■^"yil^    ll'M  ...  My     l„„,|i. 

I'liiuk  lima  .\[v  h, ,„.,.. 

-■^I'l<   I'i" .M\    (l,,\r. 

'■'■'"l^ '•'■t          ...     .M\  ti.-t. 
•'■^  li'i.vc'i   .Mv  LMnlcii. 


An.vam  tiisj  ..  Thy  Look. 

I'mrini  iiMia  ...  ThV  Iioil-^o. 

Alrni  pin  ...  Thy  dove. 

I'rtAni  .Tt  ...  Thy  net. 

I'll  linyri  ...  Thy  irardni. 


In  tin.  r.-is..  of  sul.stantive.s  hav.njr  so,n.rdati,.n  to  ti.e 
|H''.<-n.  the  po.s..,v.s,ve  pn.uoun  tak.vs  th."  torn,  of  a 
siitli.x-  to  the  iioun.  tliiis  : 


H.tP. 

ik     ... 

■     -M.\  arm. 

Cak' 

...     My  font. 

Bok 

Mv  hcail 

^^™.^'>"' Thy  an,,. 

^;?'" Thvf.,„t. 

'^""1 ThVhi-ad. 


'HH    so  o,y|,n.u^l,  th.- tlir..  persons  singular,  plural, 
^»""'    •'""'•      "-'^^    is    also    an    interesting    feature 
;■;•'""-"     to     Loth    Lifuans     an,l      Tvean.s.    nan.elv' 

tlM-en,ployn,ent  of  exclusive  an.l  inclusive  pn.uouns 
|"t-e,|,„,,,„,  ,.,„,^,,      Thus  the  dual  form  of  o„, 

...ok      woul.l  he  "anviniu  tusi  -  if  intended  to  indicate 
hat  th..  per..on  was  ,of  <,ne  of  the  tu<,  ul.o  poss.>ss,^,l 

th."    h.,ok:     hut.    -anvitu   tusi"   uouM    inelu.le   the 

p.u>ona.l.lr..s.-.,.,l.as- v.airsan.lnune  •' 
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Althoicui  tlu'  Loyalty  Islanders  had  so  much  time 
at  then  disposal,  they  had  very  few  games  with  whieh 
to  amuse  themsehes.  The  sea,  which  was  generally 
so  delightfully  warm  and  smooth,  was  the  ])uhlic 
playground.  .Mothers  took  their  little  (»nes  for  a  sea 
bath  long  before  they  could  walk.  They  gave  them 
several  duckings,  then  put  theni  in  a  place  of  safety, 
often  within  reach  of  the  gentle  waves  ;  and  off  they 
went  themselves,  plunging,  diving  Hiui  swimming 
like  so  many  por])oises.  They  imitated  the  antics 
of  this  large  fish  remarkably  well  by  keej)ing  the  body 
under  water  for  some  time,  showing  alternatelv  the 
h<Md  and  shoulders,  then  the  rest  of  the  bodv.  The 
thought  never  seemed  to  occur  to  anyone  to  teach  the 
children  to  swim  :  the  little  ones  learnt  it  at  a  very 
early  age,  as  naturally  as  thev  learnt  walking. 

The  pojiular  style  oi"  swimming  was  that  known 
as  "  hand  o'.er  hand  "' ;  everybody  was  able  to  cut 
through  the  water  at  a  great  speed.  The  natives 
dived  feet  first  :  never  head  first,  probablv  owing  to 
danger  of  sunken  rocks,  or  possibiv  because  the  idea 
never  occurred  to  them  to  do  otherwise. 

Surf  swimming  was  a  j>opular  fiastime,  es])ecially 
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if  thr  Mviuihi.T  cMiM  ..htain  a  Hat  [.icce  ..f  w.mhI  ,,t, 
uIihIi  tnivst  tlirainisaiHlcl„.>t.  First  hr  swam  out 
t(.s,M  lnracniisi,|,.ral.l.'(listaiicc.  and  was  then  carried 
'•;"■''■■  ""  'I"'  ^"1'  "t  ill!  iiniisiially  larirc  wave,  .'xpcrtiv 
divinjr  ,ind  rrtiirniiiK  |,,r  aiM-tlicr  rid.'  as  s,m,h  as  the 

danjr.T  point   iiad  I „  r.'arhcd.     Tlic  smooth,  sandv 

•x'a.h  was  .,|  cours..  romparativi'ly  sate,  hut  on  tli." 
rocky  coasts  i^rcat  <lanjrcr  was  encount.'rcd  and  .rreatcr 
skill  nM|inrcr|.  I,ut  the  swiii,Mi..r  rarely  siifferod  anv 
sciious  injurv. 

•NanctiiiK's  men  swam  out  consi.lerahle  distances 
from  the  land  tor  line  lishinu.  takin^r  „(.  otiiei  precau- 
tion than  the  one  already  nienti.,ned.  of  coverinjr  the 
white  parts  ot  the  hands  and  feet  to  keep  of?  the 
sharks. 

Many  are  the  wonderful  stones  told  of  their  jrreat 
powers  of  eiidniaiice  in  the  water.  \\V  hear  oF  one 
man  .roinjr  In.m  !,ifu  to  I'vea  (tliirty  or  fortv  miles), 
•  ■arryin<r  his  fo(,d  undei'  his  amis.'  in  the  "form  of 
unhiisked  coconuts. 

We  hear  of  a  woman  swimniinir  fr,,„i  one  of  the 
smaller  islands  to  Lifu  al.out  twelve  miles  in 
search  of  hre.  and  returning  with  a  live  tire-,sti<k  in  her 
mouth. 

There  was  a  jianie  of  hall  comnionlv  plaved  in  the 
water  hy  the  childien.  The  halls  were  made  from 
loaves,  and  hatted  from  (,ne  to  the  other  with  their 
hands,  whilst  treadinjr  water  tlir  whole  time. 

'I''i<'  '-Inldren  also  ph.ycd  ■■  hide  and  seek  "  in  the 
water.  .\  numher  of  them  foinied  a  rinj;.  and  all 
splashed  the  water  into  foam  with  their  hai'ds  :  then 
siiddenlv  one  dived,  and  „wam  awav  under  cover  of 
the  foam,  the  lest  going  in  search  of  j) 
catch  him. 


iiim  anil  trvinir  tu 
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The  men  and  li(i\-s  ainiiscd  t lictiisclvcs  on  laud  l)V 
tliiouiiii^r  lidops  and  spears  at  a  taijf<'t. 

Another  iraiiie.  t\io  dairn'r  of  wliich  added  (rreat 
zost  to  It.  was  soiiietliin<:  like  our  nld-fasliioued  suow- 
lialliuiT.  Saud.  la.wever.  took  the  phu'e  of  siiow,  and 
a  saiid-liall  soiiietiines  hail  a  stoue  in  the  middle. 
The  practice  of  doduiu<r  these  luade  the  natives  expeit 


I'!. wise  Cat's  CKAru.i:. 

Ill  avoidiu^r  speais  and  other  luissiies  in  the  luoro 
serious  e.\peii(Mices  of  warfare. 

Tlie  children  had  little  windmills  made  from  plaited 
leaves,  also  little  s|)inninji;  tops  iiiaile  from  small  cone- 
shelN.  which  continued  to  sj)in  for  som»>  time,  when 
s])!!!!  I)\-  expert  fini,'ers. 

I  hey  also  made  several  foiins  of  "cat's  cradle" 
with  twine  oi'  small  vines.  One  was  called  "  Fiki- 
liaio  '■     ••  pulling  up  the  halo  root."     The  jrame  ori.ri- 
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natofl  as  follows.  A  cliici'  :.:..!  I^is  men  went  into  the 
bush  in  search  of  a  ceitain  n.of  Ciilied  "  halo."  Tliev 
found  one  root  so  fiiinly  enihedded  in  tlie  ground  that 
their  united  forces  could  not  uproot  it.  A  small  t)ov 
of  the  paity,  hy  souie  trick  of  his  own  invention,  suc- 
ceeded   wheic   the   others   had    failed.     The   children 
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consider  that  they  explain  his  ineth  I  quite  clearly 
wheji  they  show  you  how  to  crochet  a  piece  of  twine 
over  tlie  four  fingeis  and  the  thunil).  No  amount  of 
pulling  will  loo.sen  the  .string,  hut  .slip  it  from  the  thumh, 
and  herein  lay  the  trick,  then  {)ull  one  end,  and  tlie 
wliole  string  is  liberated. 

Other  tricks  with  twine  lepresent  a  water-liole,  a 
star,  and  a  fish  or  crab  trying  to  hide  in  the  sand; 
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tlifst'  ut'if  nil  pliiycd  hy  otic  person  on  tlic  tijigcis  and 
tops  ;  hut  there  were  others  which  required  two  j)eo])]e, 
such  as  tiiKhiig  m  hichh'ii  shell,  or  destroying  a  bird's 
nest. 

On  one  occasion  I  saw  some  little  girls  playing 
around  a  smooth  white  ])atch  of  sand.  One  of  them 
smoothed  tlie  sand,  then  with  two  lingers  she  scooped 


Tic  Ki.iNG  Till:   \i\B\     Onk  Rat's  Fcot,    I'un   Kats'  Fkkt. 


out  a  numlier  of  small  holes,  hissing  gently  the  whole 
time.  A  second  girl  tilled  up  the  holes,  and  she  too 
kept  up  the  hissing  noise  as  long  as  possible.  I 
watched  the  game  for  some  time  without  discovering 
the  meaning  of  it  ;  but  they  explained  that  tlie 
winner  was  the  one  who  filled  u{),  or  emptied,  the  most 
holes  without  drawing  breatJi  -  tlie  duration  of  the 
breath  being  indicated  bv  the  hissing  noise. 

Nurses  amused  the  babies  bv  laving  them  flat  on 

K  2 
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their  hjicks.  mid  tlicii.  with  the  liiiifcrs  (.|  hoth  hatids 
<T('i"|.iiij,'  sidwiv  ii|i  the  httlc  naked  l.ndv,  chaiititijr, 
ill  M  iiioiiotdiKiiis  \(ii(c,  "One  rat's  tout,  two  lat's 
h'l't.  tliicc  rat's  h-ct,"  etc.,  incrcasin^r  in  spcrd  as  the 
tinkers  <,'(.t  hi<;h('r.  until,  tli.'  little  (nic  laii^'liinj.r  at 
l)eiMg  tickled  under  the  chin,  the  rat  was  sii|i|)oseil  to 
jiiiiip  into  the  ojieii  II lout li  and  run  ihtwii  the  tliioat. 

KvervoiM'  loved  niiisic.  dancinrf.  and  siii<rinjf.  Their 
tunes  were  mostly  in  the  minor  key,  and  to  iMiropean 
cius  .sounded  very  sad  and  melancholv. 

A  peculiarity  alxmt  thes(>  tunes  was  that  no  white 
man  on  the  island,  to  my  knowledge,  was  ever  ai)le 
to  leprodiice  them. 

-Most  of  our  students  knew  th(>  tonic  sol-fa  method  of 
singing,  and  one  oi'  two  of  them  have  tried  to  write 
out  tor  me  some  of  the  most  popular  choriises_.  which 
are  as  follows  : 

fi;h().\. 

\vim;l  a  'I'liu   (Wlijiju). 


Ki:v  C. 

^'    f-~'^-^    ^•^•^•~     d:-:-  d.r:-:-  d :  d  :  d 

s,    d:-:d.d     d.d:-:                 :  d:-:-  d  :  d  :  t, 

"•'    ;,       Nyi"<^  ii  >  iiu   I       ..  M,„.  h,    ,,     i,i 

s.    a:-:n-r   de.d:de:            :  de  :— :—  r  :  de  :  r 

s,    d:— :d.d    d.d:  d  :/'.^  r.^,:  r  :  d:— :—  d  •  d  •  t, 


WASLMATALl. 
-Nvi.\u  m;   .MiOKOr-  i;  Jiu    (Sohij  of  sleep  at  nujid). 
Kky  D  ok  K. 


.1, 

Sa 


d.r:re.n|  r.de:  r:  m  |r:de  t  :n|r  :  d 

I   \V,i  Sll  lil.i    tall       l-,ii      lir   l„-ll-.-  n.l   I       j,.)!;^,,  guj.'Il    K)tll  'fll 

:       I       -.t-.m  f.s:f.r|d:t,.t,     r.n  :  r|d  :  d 
—  :l.r|     :n     r.,d:d|  — :— 

H:l.-  ko       I,,    la       ,■ 

-:-|     :r      d   :d|-:- 
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WKIAK 
Nvi\i\  \i:  ni  iKiiiio  (S,i}H,  ,,f  i/,,-  jif,). 


Kkv  (i 


d:d    d.d:d.d 

I'll    fu       111     111        til      fll 


r.r  :  r.r  /• :  r.r 

I'll  111  .11  111  tr-  tiiiii 

*f.t,:'  'f  d  •  ..•'.' 

\V,I         ,  .■  h;  (I,. 


;  r.r 

tiiiii 

tl.r 

•  ■  III 


r.r  :  r 

I'liiii    t.' 
't.r  :  d 

.•        til 

'f.ryf.r 

til      III 

d.d:d.d 


r 

fll 


tl.r 

In  fll 

d.d 


tjl  :  r 

III  111    111 


fl.r  :  r 

tiiiii    III 


d.d  :  '/./•    d.d 


t. 


luu 


r.r:  r.r 

flltll    fufii 
kr  -lUiii-ll 


d; 

fll 


r 

fll 


;  r.r    r.r  :  r.r 

tutu        tlltll        tlllll 

d  :</ 

111     .• 


d 

fu 


r  : 

la 


d 

fu 


Tli(>  tiiitr-^  in  Rinnan  typr  are-  iihivcil  nii  tlir  tiiitc 

;iri'  viical. 


Tlir  itali 


Tilt'  pnnailiii^'  male  voice  was  Itas.s,  and  the  t'eiiiale 
voi('i>  alto  ;  ii  'ithor  was  verv  Hexiltie.  nor  was  the  com- 
pass larue  in  comparison  with  that  of  Kiiro})eans. 
Biit  the  majoiity  hav(>  very  sweet  and  mnsical  voices 
There  were  a  lew  baids  on  Lil'ii  who  composed  iitid 
tanuht  the  .songs  •■liich  the  people  sang  to  the  accom- 
paniment of  (huicing. 

They  usually  l)e(i:an  their  dancing  and  singing 
slowly,  and  accelerated  the  speed  as  tlie  excitement 
increased,  their  .steps  keeping  pace  with  the  music, 
until,  becoming  quite  exhau.sted,  they  threw  up  their 
arms,  gave  a  loud  yell,  and  collapsed. 

There  were  .songs  for  men,  and  songs  for  women  ; 
action  songs  ;  duets  and  solos  :  there  were  fighting 
songs,  love  songs,  and  songs  to  soothe  to  sleep,  but  no 
comic  songs  tluit  1  ever  lietird  of. 
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I'"'    "  Im'Ikih         the    hmI     war    soii^     <'iic()uriijit'(l 

till'     llictl    to     tiiillt.     >tlllillif     tlicll'     lp|<i(i(|      l)V     Ml^rirrst- 

liijr  the  \:iliaMt  (Icfils  they  would  .ircoiiijili^li  ;  and 
ifiniri(liri<;  tlicin  how  tlicv  would  drink  tlic  lilood 
ol  tlifir  cni'iny.  the  opposing.'  clncf,  and  cnjov  catint,' 
Ins  liver. 

'I  ho  \//iii(  III  II  tin  ^  "  Wliv  should  \ou  <ln  >.  "  ■ 
was  a  sotii^'of  |)tTsuasion,  intended  to  calm  the  wairiois 
and.  if  possible,  persuade  tlietii  to  aliaiidon  the  idea  of 
war. 

.\iiotliei-  son^'  of  peace  was  S m-lnilih,  "  Don't 
luiiid  aliout  lijrhtiiiir"— a  son^  rarely  accoiupanied  hy 


tlaiHirifi. 


The  woiiKMi  .'^aiiff  sonrrs  of  weleortie,  pxpn>ssive  of 
prid  '  iiiid  joy  at  the  return  of  the  warriors  safe  and 
well. 

There  were  duets  for  daiiceis.  accompanied  hv  suit- 
able actions.  The  sincjers  would  heat  time  ujjon  a 
gourd,  the  top  of  which  had  been  taken  off  ;  or  on  the 
ground  with  a  pa<l  of  leaves;  or,  again,  by  simply 
clapping  the  hands  together. 

At  certain  times  a  couple  of  voung  men  were 
commanded  to  sing  to  a  house  full  of  people,  and  not 
to  stoj)  until  everyojie  was  lulled  to  sleep. 

There  were  but  h'w  musical  instiuments,  and  they 
were  veiy  pooi.  One  was  a  long  piece  of  curved 
haml)oo,  made  up  at  both  ends,  with  two  small  lidt^s 
burnt  into  it,  about  a  foot  from  each  end.  This  (thij) 
was  blown  as  a  flute,  and  i)roduce(l  rather  an  agreeat)ie 
monotone.  Smaller  pieces  of  cane,  made  up  at  one 
end,  and  filled,  or  partly  filled,  with  water,  according 
to  the  pitch  of  the  tone  desired,  were  blown  :  the.se 
(hoho)  produced  a  sound  somewhat  resembling  that  of 
Pan's  pipes. 
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TlnTC  was  also  the  "  cdikIi  slicll  "  usually  tlif 
'I'litnii  (uStraiiioiiita  wliidi,  as  a  musical  instiuint'tit, 
nccdi'd  iiiucli  |)ia.ti(('  and  ((Uisidcial)!*'  skill.  'I'his 
shfll  was  also  used  to  call  the  mcii  to  tlicir  coiiucil 
iiicctiii;,'s,  or  to  prcjiaii'  for  war. 

Watcliiii).'  some  native  children  at  drill  some  time 
:\<n,,  1  noticiMl  their  voun<.'  otiicer  soundeii  a  capital 
•■  I'cveille  "'  t!irou;.di  a  trum|)et  made  iVoiii  the  hollow 
-tern  of  a  |).ii»aw  h\)\)U-  leaf,  with  a  small  trumpet 
formation  .A  the  end.  made  out  of  the  lireen  leaf 
of  a  coconut   palm. 

Maiiv  of  the  !i<.dit  occupations  of  the  natives  mii;ht 
lie  re^'ardcd  iiv  u>  a>  amusements,  hut  not  so  liy  a 
l.ovaltv  Islandei-. 

The  men  sat  toi;etlier  chatting' and  talking'  under  the 
vhadv  ti-ees.  oi'  l.v  their  liresides.  makinjz  clidi>,  a.\e- 
haiidles,  and  rude  archimedean  diills.  the  "  hit  "' 
of  which  was  an  uncut  fraj^mcnt  of  roujih.  hard  stone. 
These  drills  were  for  |)iercing  holes  in  jade  .stone, 
hroui'ht  fron\  New  Caledonia.  The  i,'reen  stone  was 
made  into  heads,  hv  rollinij  fraj^nnents  of  it  between 
two  stones  and  afterwards  piercing  them  with 
the  drill.  The.se  head  necklaces  were  worn  and 
frreativ  prized  hv  the  women.  They  certainly  re- 
|. resented  a  great  deal  of  patience  anil  lahour,  and 
are  no  longer  made,  con.sequeiitly  they  are  becoming 

verv  rare. 

The  men  also  made  spears  for  fighting  and  for  fishing, 
also  nets,  mamifacturing.  as  I  have  said,  their  own 
twine  from  the  hark  of  trees  and  the  husks  of  coco- 
nuts. 

The  fancy  work  of  the  women  was  th*-  making  of 
beautiful  tine  mats  and  bags  from  tlie  leaves  of  the 
■screw  pine.    But  this  industry,  like  netting  and  twine- 
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IImI^IIIL'.     U.i-    l,l>t     .Imiii:    ,,l|t.     iMitll     \\r    K   u\.m|     it     l,v 
llli.kinj:  It   ..lir  ,,|   tlir  M,I.|...I>  In,    th,.  a,, J.  ,it    tlir   v,.;n  Iv 

t>xjiiiini,iti..n.    jii-t    ;,.    ^u'    h.ivr    iwivrd    urUnii:   ninl 

t\\  ilM'    ll.lkllll,'    tnl     t  lie     Im,\s. 

''■'"■  ""■"  ■lll'l  i.uV>  >lMM,t  .,  ^rnn.l  ,|r,,l  nf  tl,..il  tiui." 
in  t,,ttn,„Mu'(tlllth:l);iri.|  pnll.lMllirtlirir  l„nu„  >k,ns. 
•''^"   '"   'Iv.'IIil:    iimI  ihrsMli,!.'  tlir|||(,||t:.   Wavv   ll.lll. 


hr.,,.,..,,,...!..  an  l,n,„..l,  ,„,  ,lnlL  ,1„.  .„,  ,„■  „-,„,/,  «-„s  an  uLm  ■n^J,;.,,, 


4  har.l  sti.rii 


Thcic    were   no 


pidlcssionals  Ml  tluvsc  arts.  Imt  as 
s..ni(.  ,h..|i  u.Mv  uMMv  skilful  thai.  ..tlicrs.  tlu-jr  services 
wctc  ill  aivat  (Iciiiaiul. 

I>.v.'s  tor  tatt(...inp  uoiv  .,l,tain..<l  from  huvnt 
I'^nunas.  l.unit  rr.rnnuts,  and  tiio  .sap  ..f  ceitaii,  trees  ■ 
iHit  notliinrr  could  e.xcel  ordinarv  soot,  from  Imnit 
wnod.  tor  dinal)ilitv  and  Markncss. 
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'lilt'  (Ivc   \\a-~   |iii(k.ii    iiitu   tlir   tlf>|i    uitli   ;i    frt'sli, 

.•«li;:i|)    tliDin.      I     'iiii     tuld    tli.it     mi     niif    \,\\r    occji- 

is    tin'  ((iiiiplctc    tdiiii   (i|    ;i    iiiiin    \v;is   iittciii|)tt'(|, 

l>Pt     iis    II     iiilc    the    ili'-i^'iis    ucrv    \t'i\    >iin[ilt'    aiiil 

Clllllf. 

Many  weeks  ..ctun'  a  festival  was  to  he  Iicid, 
iimiiiiffs  (i|  \niiiii,'  iiicii  hii^'lit  lie  I'dimd  in  cool, 
shad'-  spots  (lr<'s.>iiiir  tlicii  liaii-  and  aiioiiitiiH' their 
hodies. 

To  make  their  locks  still  lilacki'i'  than  their  oriifiiial 
•  oloiir.  the  men  smeared  them  over  with  a  paste 
made  liom  liiiiiit  coconut. 

<  lolden  locks,  how('\  ei .  were  liv  faf  the  n.ost  jxipiilar, 
and  ceitainly  they  produced  a  moic  strikinjr  efTect. 
To  ohtain  these  the  hair  was  plasteied  over  witli  tVesh 
lime  which  was  easily  ohtained  liv  iiiirniii';  a  little 
coial  anil  this  was  allowi'd  to  remain  on  for  thice  or 
four  days  ;  aftei'  which  the  head  was  well  washed  in 
the  sea.  It  was  then  ruhheil  hrisklv  with  liiirnt 
coconut,  and  washed  air.iin,  when  the  hair  was 
found  to  lie  of  a  pale  straw  oi'  priiurose  colour,  which 
colour  it  retained  for  many  ;(inths:  indeed  I  think 
this  dyed  hair  neve:'  icverted  to  its  orijfinal  colour, 
hut  till-  new  hair  ^liuiually  darkened  the  dead. 

.\fter  the  dyeitiir  came  the  dressinp.  The  liair. 
which  was  naturally  very  coar.se  and  cuilv,  was 
allowed  to  <;row  ioii<r.  and  was  worn  iti  diiyerent  styles. 
The  favourite  method  of  dressiunr  the  hair  was  to  twist 
it  into  ffimletdike  curls,  tyinir  each  curl  firmly  at  tlie 
end.  These  curls  were  hound  round  the  head,  and  kept 
in  place  hy  a  pi'H-e  of  native  cloth  (wathe),  or  tapa, 
made  fiou;  welhhoaten  hark. 

In  ahoiit  two  months'  time  a  dav  was  aj)pointe(i  for 
the  all-impoitant   work  of  lottinp  loose  these  long. 
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tliiii  locks  of  liair,  which  usually  reaclu'd  down  to  the 
shoulders  and  over  the  face. 

Corkscrew  and  gimlet  ringlets  have  now  gone  out  of 
fashion  in  this  group.  Perhaps  the  last  specimen  of 
this  male  coitt'ure  was  one  my  husband  noticed  in  a 
remote  village  to  which  he  had  gone  to  conduct  a 
religious  service.  When  he  rose  to  commence  the 
service,  he  obseived  a  tall,  muscular  native  who  sat 
quite  close  to  the  door,  as  though  he  weic  acting  as 
(htoikeeper-  whose  face  was  completely  liitlden  l)v  a 
long  fringe  of  these  gindet-shaped  ringlets,  his  head 
having  the  same  appearance  before  and  behind.  He 
wore  no  clothing  e"'ept  the  regular  loin-cloth,  and  vet 
he  must  have  had  ,.  receptacle  of  some  kind,  for  on  the 
missionarv  announcing  the  first  hymn,  the  man 
deliberately  divided  his  front  ringlets  into  two  parts, 
neatly  tucking  them  away  behind  his  two  ears  ;  then 
he  produced  a  pair  of  pince-nez.  which  he  adjusted  on 
his  nose,  and  joined  the  congregation  in  singing  the 
hvmn. 

All  the  hair  dressing  and  dyeing  was  confined 
entirely  to  the  men.  They  used  coarse  combs  (isej) 
made  from  wood  or  bamboo,  and  they  combed  the  hair 
upwards  rather  than  downwards. 

No  thought  was  given  to  the  women's  hair  -e.xcept 
as  to  the  best  method  of  keeping  it  short  ;  and  to  this 
end  it  was  burnt  i  as  close  as  possible  to  the  head 
with  a  piece  of  ;if_.,Ted  wood. 

A  similar  fire-stick  was  the  sole  shaving  apparatus 
of  the  men  ;  until  in  later  years  this  was  replaced  by 
a  piece  of  glass  bottle. 

Although  the  natives'  bodies  were  naturallv  very 
oily,  ointments  were  in  great  demand  for  beautifying 
purposes.     These    were    mo.«tlv    obtained    from    the 
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(•(tcoiiiits  wliicli  woio  so  |il(Mitifiil  on  the  island.  To 
produce  these  oils,  the  nuts  were  scraped  with  a 
seiratiMl  shell  and  iiiMied  o\-er  the  head  and  hodv 
ii  laiL'er  (piantity  of  oil  was  olitained  if  the  nuts  wei'e 
partly  liuiiit  heloic  beintr  scraped  :  Imt  the  puivst  oil 
was  made  liy  cliewiny  the  luit  and  spittinj/  it  into 
a  lihrous  suhstance  (Ipaiui)  which  en\-elojis  the  lowei' 
part  of  the  coconut  leaf.  The  oil  was  left  to  drain 
toi'  a  tew  days,  after  which  it  had  to  lie  used  at  once, 
otherwise  it  hecaine  rancid. 

.\notliei'  oil.  and  one  which  was  a  lavouiite  unuupiit 
tor  their  lirowti  skins,  was  ohtained  from  a  prettv 
yellow  fitiit  aliout  the  size  of  a  peach.  This  fruit 
had  a  sti-on<f.  sweet  almond  peifunie.  and  the  keiiiel 
was  altout  two-thiids  the  size  of  tho  whole  fruit.  The 
oil  was  e.\tiacted  fi'oin  the  keiiiel  jiaitlv  hv  tho  apj)li- 
ration  of  heat. 

In  addition  to  tlie  niamifacture  of  oil,  the  IJfuans 
possessed  the  secivt  of  e.\tiactin<f  perfume  fioui  the 
l)iirk  of  .1  sweet-smelliim  tree  call(>(l  Xntic jirf.  and 
this  thev  did  without  the  aid  of  stills  or  ,inv  othei- 
elahorate  chemical  ap|)liances.  The  secret  is  ,-. 
secict  no  lon^ei-  it  has  heen  divul,i;e(|  to  nie.  and  i 
pass  it   on. 

It  is  as  follows  :  The  irien  chew(vl  some  of  the  liaik 
ot  the  Xutrepot  tice,  together  with  some  cocomit  ; 
and  w  hen  all  was  well  masticatfMJ  it  was  spat  into  tho 
hands,  ami  rulihed  o\er  their  hodics  :  tor  some  con- 
sidoiahle  time  alt(M\vards  they  dispensed  sweet  odouis 
whei-excr  the\-  went.  But  all  this  again  was  lor  the 
men  (udy  ;  the  women  wore  altogethei'  of  a  too  infeiior 
social  standard  to  have  oils  or  poifiimos  wasted  on 
them. 

Thf^y  were  not.  however,  (luito  without  oitiamenta- 


'  1 


Jadk  NmklacK'^. 
I  li''  vv(iiinii  wore  luiia  strings  of  iK'uutifiU  jiuli'  hrads. 
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tions.  Tliev  wcnv  Kcautiful  loiiiistiiiii.'s  of  jade  heads 
(nf  w  liich  I  liavc  alicadv  spoken),  and  the.sc  were  oftoii 
threaded  on  the  wool  (ch'hi)  made  from  the  fur  of  the 


iii.Hli    II,. Ill  |,ii_r.  ,-,,iic  -111  lis. 

flyintr  fox.  which  they  vahu'  so  much  :  als(»  fliev  had 
liraceh>ts  (ija^  ii,a(h'  from  hir^n-  cone-shells,  and 
these    tl.'V    woic.  not    on   ihe   wrists,  !)ut   aoove   tlie 

elhow. 
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CHAPTER  IX 


SLPEKSTITIOX      CHARMS,    OMKNS,   TOTKMS 


H^  f 


The  iiiiiul  of  a  Loyalty  Islander  was  saturated  with 
a  firm  belief  in  supernatural  agencies.  He  believed 
that  had  spirits  were  embodied  in  trees,  shrubs, 
sticks,  and  stones,  and  that  their  power  was  under 
control  of  certain  mortals  who  used  charms  or  medi- 
ciiKs  as  their  mediums  ;  also  that  the  spirits  were 
evei'  on  the  alert  to  work  evil  on  the  sons  of  men. 

If  ever  a  native  could  ol)tain  possession  of  one  of 
those  obsessed  stones  however  low  in  rank  he  might 
be  he  at  once  became  a  man  of  positicni  and  import- 
ance. With  this  fetish  in  his  hand,  and  under  his 
control,  he  was  able  to  keep  his  neighbours  in  a  state 
of  abject  terroi-.  The  Lifuan  name  for  these  stones 
is  htne,  and  the  man  who  owns  one  is  called  '"  tene 
haze,"  or  spirit  owner. 

The  early  missionaries  took  the  name  for  (Jod  from 
this  word,  namely,  "  Cahaze  "  ;  "  Ca  "-  "  one," 
"  ha/.e  "-"  spirit  "  the  one  Spirit;  but  this  word 
is  rarely  used  now,  a  more  modern  name  for  the  Deity 
being  "  Akotcsie "  (which  is  the  court  language 
equivalent). 

The  suj)ri natural  powers  of  a  "tene  haze"  were 
not  conlined  to  any  locality.  He  was  supposed  to 
possess  authority  even  over  people  dwelling  on  tlie 
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iK'iglil.diilin;;  ishinds.     A  case  of  this  kind  occurred 

not  vciv  long  ago.       One  oj    diir  Lifiian  young  mumi 

returned  from  working  in  New  Caledonia.      Ffe  e.  in- 

|)kiineil  that  uhil>t   he  had  lircn  .iwv  h,.  had  sntlVred 

very  uiucli   fmin    hea(hirhes.      lie  \,  as  >till   no   I.,  tter 

after  his  leturn  :   and  one  day.  meeting  an  oh!  man  in 

tlie  road,  he  said,  "•  I  Ix'hrve  that  ijitii  aie  tlie  tause  of 

my  fre(|iient   hi'a(hiches  ;     |    warn  yon   that   v<mi   liad 

better  give  up  practising  your  witchcraft  u|m)1i   me." 

Tlie  old  man  made  no  reply,  hut  pas>cd  on  ;  the  attacks 

of  headache  were  as  ficcpieiit  and  as  severe  as  fornierlv. 

Again   the   two   men    met.   and   again   the   vouiiLjcr 

one   warned  the  old    man,   using  terrihie   threats  of 

vengeance  in  case  his  normal  health  was  not  restored. 

Never  a  word  spake  the  suppo.sed  sorcerer,  hut  passed 

on  as  hefore. 

The  youth  looked  after  him  for  some  time  ;  then, 
heing  tilled  with  wrath,  partly  at  the  callousness  of 
the  old  man.  and  i)aitly  owing  to  his  own  c(uiviction 
that  he  was  unal)le  to  co[)e  with  a  '"  tene  haze,  he, 
without  thinking  of  the  consequences,  huriied  after 
his  enemy,  struck  him  on  the  head,  and  killed  him. 
Foi' this  crime  he  is  now  serving  a  term  of  imprisonment 
in   New  (  aledonia. 

Superstition  is  .said  to  die  hard,  and  we  find  this  to 
he  the  case  here  as  elsewhere.  The  natives  laugh  with 
us  at  its  absurdity,  and  evidently  wish  to  disbelieve 
in  these  "hazes";  but  in  their  zeal  to  abolish  the 
superstitious  belief  in  them  they  often  onlv  prove 
the  magnitude  of  their  faith  in  them. 

In  travelling  fiom  village  to  village  we  sometimes 
l)ecome  enamoured  of  a  grand  old  tree  a  landmark 
for  generations.  On  our  ne.\t  journey,  it  may  have 
disappeared  :    aixl   we  learn   that   it   has   been   burnt 


i 


(II.  I.\ 


sri'KIJSTITlOX 


145 


(liiwn,  licc'iiisc  it  lias  liuiu  liarhoiircd  evil  spirits,  wliicli 
the  [)c())ilt'  arc  unwilling  to  tolerate  aiiv  loiijrer. 

I''(.i-  the  same  reason,  the  fetishes  are  lieiief  soii<rht 
out  and  i)urnt  t hiouLdiout  the  island,  with  such  zeal 
as  atloids  ample  pi'oot  of  the  iinpoitance  attache(l  to 
them  in  the  nati\  >'  misd. 

A>  a  mle,  the  in  putatmn  of  the  |)os>ession  of  a  --tone 
fetish  is  often  i-euai(le(l  In  the  accused  as  a  flattering 
compliment  :  and  when  sul)se(pient  I  v'  trouble  ari>es  it 
is  often  too  late  to    ■sciipc  i)v  a  denial  of  the  chari'e 

Aliout  two  yeais  ag(»,  se\eral  nati\es  in  a  distant 
di-tiict  weie  accused  of  possessinif  '"  hazes, ""  also  of 
eausiiiir  ■sickness  and  death  in  the  neiirhhourhood.  The 
atTaii'  ci-eated  a  kind  of  |)anic  thiouifliout  the  island  of 
r.ifii. 

<  )ne  younii  man  w.is  l)rou<;lit  u|)  i)eloi'e  the  native 
tiihunal  and  cliaiircd  with  lieinjj  a  "  tene  haze."  lie 
was  i('(pieste(|  either  to  uix-e  up  his  fetish,  or  show  the 
place  where  it  was  hidden,  after  which  he  would  he 
alisohcd  fidMi  all  punishment.  For  some  time  he 
stoutlv  denied  havin;!,'  any  such  stone  in  his  pos.session, 
OI-.  indeed,  any  supernatuial  [xiwer  whatever  over  the 
|)eop|e. 

The  more  (>arnestly  he  protested  his  innocence, 
however,  the  more  e.xcited  became  the  people  ;  he 
could  <;et  no  re.st  day  or  niifht,  and  ultimatelv  became 
.so  harassed  and  territied  that  he  promised  to  show  the 
people  where  the  fetish  was  hidden. 

He  led  them  to  tlie  top  of  a  very  high  and  rugged 
ridge  of  rocks,  and  then,  before  any  one  quite  realised 
what  was  hapf)ening,  he  sprang  from  the  rocks,  and 
put  an  end  to  the  life  that  had  become  uid)earable. 

.\bout  the  .same  time,  two  women,  living  at  different 
villages  in  the   same  district,   were   al.so  accused  of 
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w  itcliiiiitt.  Hdtli  (li'claicd  tlic\  wt'ic  iiiiKtfoiit  jiiid 
tliiit  tlicv  liiiil  iiotliiiiL'  u  liiitfvci'  to  (lu  with  ti'tishcs. 
Hut  till'  |i('iiplc  liiiil  ifiisMiis  lur  tliihkiiii:  ot  Immw  isc  ; 
:ui(l  ,i>  tlicic  wfiv  nil  stncks  ur  |iil|i.ii('s  mi  tin'  islaml, 
tlic  wiiiiicii  were  siis)i('iHlfil  hv  tlicir  liiiihs  tidiii  the 
hranclir^  nf  lai-^'c  troi's.  ( (ccasionally  tlicv  \v(mo  taken 
(liiwii  ami  (jiifstioiicd.  hut  ticithiM'  nf  thi'iii  winiM 
admit   that   she  was  ;,niiltv. 

(•lie  lit  tlie  two,  who  was  suspond(>d  ])y  lior  liaiids 
or  wiists  iioiii  an  acacia  tree,  was  doscTtcd  liv  hci' 
custoihaiis  tor'  so  loiijr  a  time  tliat  on  their  leturn 
they  found  she  was  (h\id. 

The  oiher  mi^dit  have  shared  a  similar  fate  liut  foi- 
the  interference  of  a  man  of  higli  rank  from  anothei' 
village,  lie.  havin;.'  heard  of  the  death  of  the  foinier 
supposed  witch,  and  learnini;  that  another  was  lirinu: 
tortured,  hastened  to  the  spot  and  insisted  on  her 
release. 

\  tew  weeks  afteiwards  this  woman  showed  me 
her  hands  and  wrists,  which  were  maimed  foi-  life  ; 
and  as  she  assured  me  that  she  was  perfectlv  innocent 
of  all  witchcraft  oi'  uncharitalile  feelinps,  I  felt  nioie 
convinced  than  evei'  that  the  people  had  lieen  jiuiltv 
of  a  ciiiel  and  liarliai'oiis  act. 

.Aftetwards  I  heaid  the  other  side  of  the  story. 
The  people  unanimously  asserted  that  this  woman 
had  of  late  frecpiently  given  bananas  and  other  food 
to  tlie  eliildren  of  the  villatre.  after  eating  which  many 
of  them  had  lieen  seriously  dl.  and  others  had  died  : 
moreover,  the  woman  had  lioa^ted  tliat  she  was  the 
cau.se  of  these  deaths. 

>sow  the  ino.st  precious  thirig  in  tlie  world  to  a 
l.ifuan.  in  these  days,  is  his  (diild.  .ludge  then  of  the 
angeiand  grief  of  the  stricken  parents  when  thev  heard 
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fli.it  this  \v(i?n;m  Wiis  ^rlorx  iiij;  in  Iht  v\\\  deeds.  The 
iiLijiiiitv  lit  her  iiei^ddioiiis  were  lullv  coiiviiiced  of  hiT 
L'liilt,  ;ind  thiit  liy  th''  'xeicise  dt  her  witrhciat't  .she 
h.id  ciiiised   tlie  ih'ath  ot   the  chiMfeii. 

Thev  knew  nothing  ui  dii(kini:-st(i(i|.s  hir  \vit(he>, 
and  <o  they  piiiiisheil  hei  in  the  nKL-^t  practical  wav 
they  conid  think  nf.  They  tied  hei-  to  a  tree  in  the 
li'ipe  liat  nitiinatelv  she  would  ie\-eal  t>  thetn  the 
-ecret  idiiiii-phice  of  her  fetish,  tliat  thev  n,i<,dit 
desIldV    it. 

I  have  ne\cr  lieei;  al)h'  to  liiid  out  on  what 
iZi'Unds  certain  pcisoii^  were  accii.sed  of  pos.sessing 
these  fetiches. 

A  tew  years  aj;o.  one  of  the  <h'acons  of  the  cliiircli 
u.is  found  to  lie  sutfeiinir  from  a  polvpus  in  his  nose. 
With   what  appeanMl  to  lie  a  spontaneous  consensus 
ct  opinion,  a  vvvy  (|uict.  inoifensive.  elderlv  man  was 
chai;:ed  with   having,'  caused  the  di.sea.se  hv  the  help 
of    a    ■■  haze.""      lie    strcnuouslv    denied   the   char<fe. 
lint    w  hen    his    hoii.se    was   searched    a    "  haze  "    was 
found  hidden  away  in  one  of  his  lio.xes,  where  it  had 
prolialily  lain   foi'  years,      .\ftei'  the  fetish   had   heeii 
discovere<l.  the  man.  lieini;  greativ  disties.sed  in  his 
mind,  olTered  it  to  his  liidther,  who,  however,  refused 
it.      Foi-  days  the  man  went  aho-it  distracted     wliv, 
I    fail    to    understand  ;     haidly    because    of    fear    of 
punishment,  .seein<f  that  if  he  (jave  up  the  "  liaze  '" 
no  punishment  would  lie  inffi(t(Nl  on  him  :   and  surely 
he  mu.st  have  known  all  the  time  that  the  "  haze  " 
was  in  liis  po.ssession,  when  it  really  ought  to   have 
lieen  destroyed.      However,   he   was   unable  to  sleep, 
retused   all    food,   and    tinallv   he   committed   suicide 
liy  hanging  him.self  from  a  lirancli  of  a  high  tree. 
1  have  the  fetish  now.     It  is  a  cone-shaped  piece 
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1,     Stiisi:     ■  H  xzk"  i.n   Kiti^ii    Siiim'kp  am>    K\ri:\  m 
GIVK  Sriii.si.i  II   Ml'   HiHiN-    \Mi   I-' ■HTrrriii:  ay  Mr.i. 

2.     Fkti-11   in    Hkii  111-  Ml si:   I,i:a\i.~.       It    iia<     rni. 

Kki'i   r\Tiiis  "I    II  w  IS'    K I  mi:  11  nsi    ■.|-  Tin   Wiini  ii'-^ 
I''iiii:sii^, 


WHS  fonnoily  ,,lsc  a   pait  dl'  a   lii<r  toe-Mail.  inolialiK' 
belnngiiiif  to  a  toi  mci-  "  tciic  haze." 

To  propitiate  tlicsc  "  tciif  lia/.cs."  incii  (javc  tliciii 
laTpr  prosoiits  ot  the  host  kinds  of  lood.  and  evervone 
was  lavisli  in  hestowinjr  upon  them  iritts.  or  in  r')tn|)lv- 
ing  with  their  smallest  wishes  :   otherwise  he  nii;^lit  be 
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killcil   ill   war, 
<lu\\  n. 

The  intliu'iii  <■  (.1  tlit'sc  soiccicis  was  iMcat  in  lite. 
Jind  even  altci  drath  th.-y  rctaiiird  tiiiicli  (if  tlirir 
fdiincr  <,'i("atii<'ss,  loi  oflicr  wmild  he  sorcficrs  con- 
tended loi  tlie  [Kisscssidii  of  their  eves,  tlieir  tiin'cns, 
tlieir  toe-nails,  or  tlieir  hones  :  tlioy  also  heir^cd  that 
tlie  liodv  niii,dit  lie  liiiiied  in  their  own  private  irroiinds. 
>o  tliat  they  iiii^dit  lieconie  endowed  with  some  of 
the  mystic'  powers  of  the  dead  man  in  addition  to  those 
they  already  supposed  themselves  to  he  possessed  of. 

The  natives  wen-  als<i  in  the  haliit  of  carrying  about 
mascots  in  the  form  of  a  dead  father's  toe  jiail  or 
fin<;er-nail  oi  lock  of  hair  to  se<aire  success  in  fjirhtiiH', 
tisliinir,  and   workiuff. 

A  ■■  haze  ■'  was  consideicd  generally  to  he  a  harmless 
tlmifr  intrinsically,  with  no  power  to  efTect  mischief 
apart  from  the  will  of  its  owner;  in  spite  of  this  fact, 
however,  a  native  rarely  looked  upon  one  without 
shovMn^r  an  unmistakahle  sigii  of  fear:  hut  it  was  a 
"  tt-nc  haze  "■  only  who  knew  how  to  operate  it  by 
(■ertain  gifts,  accompanied  hy  the  use  of  medicines, 
woiks,  and  signs. 

A  sorcerer  used  his  fetish  in  various  wavs  for  the 
destruction  of  his  enemv. 

(»ne  method  adopted  hy  him  was  as  follows.  He 
provided  himself  with  a  stout  .stick  and  .some  native 
nieilicine,  and  with  these  and  h\>  '■  haze  "  he  climbed 
to  the  top  of  the  highest  tree  he  could  find,  as  clo.se 
as  possible  to  the  house  of  his  enemv.  Here  he  .sat 
chewing  his  medicine  and  watching  patiently  until  he 
saw  the  spirit  of  his  a<iversary  gradually  rising  through 
the  roof  of  his  hut.  Quickly  he  rubbed  the 'medicine 
over  his  stick,  and  ulii.spering  the  name  of  the  man 
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wIhi  livi'd  ill  the  I  'It  t.i  \\\<  •■  h^/f."  hr  sfm(|<  scxci.il 
xi^'nioiis  l)|(iu>  ;i,  '  ',(■  spirit  ,i>  it  m-c  liiu||,.i-  {ind  liit'lici . 
iiriti!  it  ;i[.|)tMn'(l  tn  Iom-  stiviiu'tli  and  sjnik  cxliair^tcil 
on  till' >.'r(>inid.  Tlic  sorcerer  t lien  Irlt  iissiin'(|  that  In- 
would  lia\c  no  tint  her  troiiiije  with  th.  liod\-  \\|i(i>e 
s[)irit   he  had  just  destroyed. 

riie  spirit  of  a  man  was  sometimes  spoken  .ita>  ''is 
shadow  (.ilinuen)  ;  an<l  it  was  suppo>ed  to  retain  the 
same  ([ualities  which  characterised  him  in  the  liodil\- 
state.  This  does  not  speak  \ery  hijfhlv  in  la\oiir  of 
the  tinei'  (jiialities  of  thi'  people,  seeinu  that  it  is  an 
iirticle  of  their  lielief  that  neaily  all  spirits  are  had 

I  hail  lieen  livinj;  on  the  island  some  vears  hefore 
I  discoxcrcd  that  stones  were  not  the  onlv  ohjects  used 
l>\  the  sorcerers  in  the  practice  of  their  art.  I  have 
now  in  my  po.ssession  a  fetish  composed  of  tiny  shell- 
like  discs  or  wampums,  called  hv  the  natives  '"  pao  " 
"  valuable."  I  am  informed  that  the  possessors  ot 
this  paiticular  fetish  the  "  pao  " — in  former  times 
derived  very  sui)stantial  henetits  by  the  exercise 
of  their  occult  |)oweis. 

Whenever  a  man  wished  to  remove  his  enemv  bv 
death,  he  would  .seek  the  aid  of  a  man  who  po.s.sessed 
a  '■  pao,"  takini,'  with  him  a  valuable  |)icseiit  a 
liu<ie  double  canoe  not  l»ein<,'  considered  at  all  too 
much,  (i  did  not  i^ive  such  a  valuable  picsent  for 
the  "  pao  "  in  my  po.s.session.  It  was  sold  to  me 
because,  said  the  natives,  since  the  advent  of  Chiis- 
tianity  its  power  has  !)eeii  lost.)  If  the  sorcerer  a :>it'e( I 
to  his  client's  terms,  he  took  two  or  three  of  the.se 
small  discs,  wrapped  them  in  certain  medicines,  and 
buiicd  them  secretly  ;  after  which  he  conCidently 
waited  to  hear  of  the  death  of  his  victim. 

A  yery  intelligent  old  man  of  tills  village,  a  descen- 
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flant  of  a   laiii-iiiiik.T,   insisted  that  these  small  .liscs 

were  not  fmni  shells  at  all.  hut  from  leaves  of  certain 

trees  whidi  grow  on  New  ('aledonia.     He  then  told  us 

how  they  were  produced,  thus  :    A  number  of  leaves 

were  collected  and   place.!   in  a    heap  on   the  sandy 

IxMch.     These    were     hurnt.    and     when     the    ashes 

were   l.lown   away  hy  the  wind,  a   (piantitv  of  th.ese 

discs  were  found  lyin<r  on  the  spot.     Even  so,  they 

may  he  hits  of  coral  mixed  anionpst  the  .sand  ;    for  I 

liave  .seen  similar  di.scs.  hu^  lar<rer.  on  the  .sandy  I.each 

fit    I  vea  :    I  have  also  eai'-rinjj.s  and  necklaces  from 

New  (luinea  made  from  similar  frafjjments  of  shell  or 

coral. 

T'  ere  were  some  stones  of  the  stala.^tite  order 
which  were  greatly  prized  hecau.se  they  were  suppo.sed 
to  have  the  power  of  infusing  new  .strength  and  life 
into  the  hodies  of  their  votaries,  who  \\^)uld  scrape 
and  eat  a  Jittle  of  the  stone  before  undertaking  any 
great  enterprise. 

I  am  told  that  a  .sorcerer  had  no  power  over  the  life 
of  a  youngest  .son.  even  if  the  latter  had  had  the  auda- 
city to  .steal  from  one  of  his  cla.ss.  Why  iie  should  be 
thus  exempt  n-)  one  .seemed  to  understand. 

Some  years  ago  I  had  a  mnnber  of  .stone  fetishes 
sent  t..  me  from  New  (.'aledonia.  A  part  of  them  was 
i'iicked  in  a  case,  whil.st  others  were  ti(>(l  up  in  a  small 
sack.  The  crew  of  the  vessel  which  brought  them  were 
all  l>itiiaiis.  They  knew  the  contents  Of  the  bag, 
I'ut  not  of  the  case.  On  their  arrival  at  Mfu  they 
I'lought  the  ca.se  to  me,  and  with  genuine  .sorrow, 
and  some  shame,  they  said  it  was  imj)ossible  to  bring 
me  the  sack  of  .stone  "  hazes  '•  ;  explaining  the  reason 
l)v  .saying  that  the  first  night  they  got  ,,ut  to  sea,  ..nd 
when  most  of  the  crew  were  asleep  below,  the  '•  hazes  "• 
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licga.'i  to  (TV  ;  tlicv  luiidc  so  much  noise  tliat  no  one 
was  alilc  ro  sl(H']).  Tliis  went  on  for  some  time  until 
tlio  stones,  seeing  tliat  no  notice  was  taken  of  tliem, 
heeame  exceedingly  angry.  They  came  out  of  the  hag 
and  hegan  to  hang  themselves  about  the  deck,  dancing, 
yelling,  and  shouting,  until  the  men.  fearing  for  their 
t/\vn  lives,  as  well  as  for  the  safety  of  tlie  ves.sel,  were 
reluctantly  obliged  to  throw  the  hag  and  its  contents 
overboard.  Had  they  known  the  contents  of  the  ca.se, 
that  would  doul)tiess  have  shared  a  similar  fate,  and 
I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  inform  them,  lest 
future  calamities  should  be  attributed  to  me. 

One  of  our  pastors  once  brought  to  me  an  orange 
cowry,  Ci/prcea  aurora  a  shell  which  is  very  rare 
in  this  group,  and  told   me  the  following  story  : 

A  Lifuan  woman  was  out  on  the  reef  at  low  tide 
looking  for  shell-fish,  or  other  dainties  for  the  evening 
meal.  Seeing  this  particidar  shell,  and  thinking  it 
was  .something  new  and  j  .etty,  she  })ut  it  into  her 
hag.  Directly  slie  reached  dry  land,  she  was  met  by 
a  (lemon,  who  .struck  her  on  the  head,  angrily  demand- 
ing how  she  dared  touch  his  shell.  The  poor  woman 
was  terrified,  and  as  she  wended  her  way  home  her 
heart  was  full  of  evil  forebodings.  As  soon  as  she 
reached  her  own  place  she  related  her  sad  .storv,  and 
a  few  hours  afterwaids  she  died.  One  might  suggest 
sunstroke,  only  that  would  prove  one's  utter  ignor- 
ance of  the  powers  and  ways  of  evil  spirits. 

There  was  one  class  of  natives  (atesi)  that  we  can 
scarcely  rank  as  sorcerers,  and  yet  who  were  supjiosed 
to  he  endowed  with  special  powers.  One  of  these 
functionaries  was  attached  to  each  chief.  It  was  his 
special  prerogative  to  sav  whatever  he  pleased — ■ 
however  insulting     to  the  chief  with  perfect  impunity. 


1.34 


AM()X(i   THE   XAT'VKS 


PT.  I 


i    > 


1^ 


■■■    I 


Tlie  spociiil  duty  iillottod  t(i  him  was  to  visit  otiu'f 
tribes  and  t'oiHiiuinitios  with  a  view  to  the  promotion 
of  ))oacp  and  harmonv. 

On  ont'  occasion  I  wa  .  talking  to  a  commoner — - 
a  veiv  intelligent  man  ahoiit  some  iniiist  conduct  on 
the  part  of  one  of  the  l)iif  chiefs  of  the  island.  After 
quietly  thinking  over  what  1  had  said,  and  kimwinir 
already  a  gootl  deal  al)oi!t  the  afTair.  he  gravelv  re- 
niaiked  :  ""  1  think  that  '  So-and-so  '  and  1  iiuist  "o 
and  talk  to  the  hig  chief."  ]  was  (piietlv  amused, 
until  later  1  learnt  that  this  man  and  his  fiiend  were 
members  of  the  class  aliove  mentioned. 

On    the    island     of     I'vea    these    tnen    were    called 

llol)at  Kong.'"  or  one  uho  smooths  awav  ditliculties. 
The  name  may  possii^ly  have  been  derived  from  the 
name  of  a  stone  used  in  deep  sea-fishing.  This  stone, 
which  was  usually  anmdar  in  shape  and  about  si.\- 
i)T  eight  inches  in  diameter,  had  a  long  line  attached 
to  it,  and  was  employed  in  freeing  anv  fish-hooks 
which  might  have  been  caught  in  the  branches  of  the 
coral  rocks  which  formed  part  of  the  i)ed  of  the  lagoon. 

The  stone  was  threaded,  like  a  gigantic  bead,  on 
the  fish-line  of  the  imprisoned  hook  :  and  it  was 
lowered  l)y  its  cord  until  it  reached  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  hook,  when  a  few  skilful  blows  and  jerks  from 
the  "  hobat  kong  "  would  break  up  the  brittle  coral 
and  release  the  piecious  hook.  l?robal)lv  the  name 
'■  hobat  kong  "  was  applied  to  the  class  of  natives 
mentioned  above  because  thev  too  were  su])posed  to 
be  chiefly  engag<'(l  in  the  lemoval  of  ol)stacles  or 
tribal  dispu*^es. 

There  seems  to  have  been  no  religious  I)eli'^f  in  a 
SupreuH!  Being  ami  T-g  the  jjfuans.  but  a  sort  of 
ancestor  wors]n[>  was  evidently  piactiseil  bv  them. 
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Tlifv  tell  (it  tniii-  |i()\vfit'iil  hcinjfs  (Wt'lcwcn, 
Woiioiioi,  Ziinjfiza,  iiiid  llwi-)  rcpiesiMitiiiii  tin-  three 
districts  ot  the  islinid  :  hut  the  natives  ifenerallv 
S(>em  to  tfivf^  the  palm  to  the  one  called  "  Walewen." 
To  him  was  iiu|)iited  the  power  of  tiiniiiifj  sticks  aiul 
vines  into  snakes,  and  to  a  Lit'uan  there  were  few 
thinjfs  more  horrible  or  uncannv  than  a  snake. 

At  the  command  of  Walewen  more  infants  climbed 
trees  and  supplied  him  with  coconuts.  None  need 
trouble  about  carrying  Walewen 's  vams  ;  thev  picked 
themselves  up  and  followed  him.  Even  the  rocks 
were  his  slaves,  and  whenever  he  returned  from 
fishing,  and  wished  to  hide  his  spoil,  they  opened  at 
his  <'ommand  and  received  his  Hsh  until  he  had  furtlier 
need  of  it.  The  ])eople  still  talk  of  this  wonderful 
man.  who  lived  at  the  village  of  Kjengcn.  The 
Protestants  endow  him  with  the  gift  of  prophecy, 
and  attribute  their  success  to  his  .saiie  advice.  He 
once  told  the  natives  in  his  district  that  at  some 
future  day  two  strangrrs  would  arrive  one  from  the 
east  and  the  other  from  the  w(>st  and  these  men  would 
present  to  them  two  ditt'erent  religious  doctrines.  Ife 
said.  ■'  .\ccept  the  message  iiom  the  east  and  great 
l)les>iiigs  will  descend  upon  you  and  \our  children  : 
have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  man  from  '■he 
west." 

SubsecpuMitly  a  n;itive  of  Samoa,  named  ""  Fao." 
came  and  int.oduced  the  Protestant  religion,  and  the 
people,  remembering  the  words  of  Walewen,  received 
him  gladly  and  accepted  his  teachings,  Ttie  l^)man 
Catholic  religion  was  introduced  from  the  west,  and 
tor  that  rea.son  was  rejected  li\  the  majority  of  the 
people. 

These  four  powerful  men  were  also  appealed  to  in 
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tnu.'s  uf  <r,,.;,t  fra,  ,,11(1  anxiety,  in  the  hclici  that  it 
Wii-  111  tlifir  pow.T  to  avert  disaster. 

I...ch  tiii.e  liad  its  own  particular  totem.  In  one 
trilie  it  took  tlie  tonu  i>i  a  lizard  ;  in  another  that  (.1  a 
rat  ;  whiKst  t  .-ervono  a^'reed  that  the  kin<,'fisliei 
"  ^.uiete  ■'  -was  a  l.ird  of  ill  omen  and  the  incarnation 
of  wickedness.  To  the  present  day  lie  is  regarded 
with  ill-favour,  and  indeed  his  Imldness  and  wicked 
knowing  look>  suggest  all  kinds  of  devilrv.  However 
iiiingrx  a  Lifuun  may  be,  he  can  never  persuade  him- 
self to  eat  either  a  kingfisher  (cicieti).  a  white  owl 
(men),  or  a  lizard  (thu). 

Some  time  ago  one  of  our  cats  caurht  a  kingtisher 
l)ut  refused  to  eat  it  [  pointed  out  the  fac^  to  a 
native  who  was  ahout  the  house  ;  but  hi  showed  not 
the  least  surprise,  his  remark  bein<i  equivalent  to 
saying,  "  Do  y,,,,  supjiose  your  cat,  or  aiiv  otiier  well 
regulated  cat.  would  dare  to  devour  a  '  ciciete  '  :"  ■' 

Supposing  the  totem  of  a  particular  sorcerer  to  be 
an  owl,  the  sorcerer  was  supposed  to  know  and  quickly 
recognise  the  individual  luember  of  the  .species  which 
acted  as  his  special  medium  ;  but  as  other  members 
had  not  the  .same  power  of  discernment,  all  tlie  inch- 
viduals  of  the  three  species  enjoyed  a  happv  immunity 
from  wilful  slaughter  :  for  everyone  feared  to  destroy 
any  of  these  birds  o;  aninuds  lest  it  should  prove  to  be 
the  incarnation  of  some  powerful  spirit.  Thev  be- 
lievcil  too  tliat  the  death  )f  one  of  tlie.se  luediums  al.so 
meant  the  death  of  the  sorcerer  who  controlled  the 
spirit  embodied  in  it. 

The  apfiearance  of  a  kingfisher  did  not  alwavs  augur 
the  .same  event.  To  a  man.  of  whose  tribe  he  was  the 
totem,  his  appearance  was  a  certain  premonition  of 
de..tli  :  whilst  to  a  woman  l)elonging  to  another  tribe, 
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and  witli  ii  (linVroiit  totem,  he  hroiiglit  (rood  news  : 
f(.r  Ills  ]ieciilia-  whiiiiutr  note  told  hvv  that  there  was 
some  tisli  at  hor  home  nee(hi)^  her  attention  :  and  so 
thcnaii^hly  did  she  i)elieve  this  tliat  siie  at  on  ■  left 
her  plantation  and 
huMied  liome  to  pre- 
pare the  fish  for  the 
eveniiig  meal. 

A  dead  lizard  Iviii" 
in  the  road  indicated 
to  iiien  of  certain 
tribes  that  they  would 
do  well  to  return  at 
once  to  theii'  homes, 
because  some  membei- 
of  their  family  was 
about  to  pass  awav. 
The  people  ai.>o  lie 
lieved  that  the  death 
of  their  relation  would 
be  sudden  or  lingering 
accoiding  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  lizaid 
!)ad  died  :  another 
tribe  had  exactly  the 
same  ideas  about  a 
rat. 

('ne     (>;       ^,nv     old 
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chiefs    told    me    that 

when  his  father  lay  dying,  almost  his  last  words  were 
that  his  spirit  would  be  transmigrated  into  the  bo('\- 
of  a  dark  bird  about  the  size  of  a  pigeon,  called 
"  halo."  Ife  solemnly  warned  his  son  to  tell  hi^. 
pecjple  that  whenever  they  were  going  out  to  warand 
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met  a  "  Ijalo  "  tlirv  must  at  oric'  al.an.lon  tlicii 
.'iit('r})iis(>  and  ivtiini  to  their  liotiics,  (.tlicrwisc  tciiilil- 
(iisast.T  would  (Acitakc  tliciii. 

JiuiuiiiiK  '"Its  and  flyiiiu  l.inls,  ^r,,ii,jr  \,vUnv  vvitiuu 
men,  uanicd  tlicin  that  their  enemies  were  lyin^  i„ 
ainl.ush.  and  that  thev  would  he  wise  to  pnH'ee.F  no 
hirtlier. 

The  white  owl  was  an  ol.jm  ,,f  superstitious  dread, 
hut  hrs  evil  influence  might  he  frustrated  if  ..nlv  some- 
one f,rot  in  front  of  him  dancing  and  singing 

•■  Ha  iiieni  iin-  i  t-(i  Htiaiiunye," 
the  meaning  (.f  wliich  is  •'  ( )|,  white  owl  vou  will  have 
voiir  sister  for  your  wife."  This  performance,  and  the 
grave  insult  sugge.sted  i)y  the  words  of  the  .song,  were 
too  much  for  the  owl's  cn.duranre— he  immediatelv 
fell  to  the  ground  and  expired. 

It  ever  a  man's  liou.se  was  hurnt  down  he  generallv 
expected  further  di.saster,  and  the  people  a.ssure  me  it 
generall\  followed  in  the  death  of  (  ne  of  his  children. 
Children  were  taught  to  pretend  to  crv  whenever 
they  saw  a  dove's  nest,  for  in  .so  doing  thev  wouM  avert 
some  calamity  which  might  otherwise  overtake  one  of 
their  paicnt.-.  This  has  prohahlv  .some  connection 
with  the  old  legend  of  the  dove  a.s  related  r.n  page  2.51. 

Near  the  \  illage  of  .Jokin  there  is  a  large'^hole  in 
the  in,ks,  which  was  formerly  the  home  of  two 
evil  .^pirits.=f=  Whenever  the  people  had  occasion  to 
visit  this  cave,  they  invariably  went  in  pairs,  or  m 
even  miinbers  ;  hecaii.se  (.dd  numbers  so  greatly 
irritated  the  spirits  that  they  took  their  revenge  1)V 
causing  the  death  of  .  uc  of  the  party  within  a  very 
short  time. 


*    Thr    liainr  i  .f    the    Mini 

uil'i'  \\a^  Waiiiiiriadalini. 
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Not  very  far  I'loiii  niy  Ihiiiu'  at  l.ilii  there  wa.s  a 
stoiif,  jihout  two  tVct  ill  (liamotcr,  whirh  was  covered 
with  lianl  kiiohs  and  small  holes  as  thougJi  riddled 
with  shot.  Anyt)ne  wishing  to  cause  his  enemy  to 
sufl'er  from  a  crop  of  boils  had  merely  to  put  a  small 
stick  into  one  of  these  holes,  then  run  several  times 
round  the  stone,  repeating  the  in  me  of  the  person 
he  wished  to  injure. 

The  people  of  the  village  of  llmelek  tell  about  a 
large  banyan  tree  that  formerly  stood  in  the  middle 
of  their  village.  This  tree  was  supposed  to  be  the 
abode  of  evil  spirits;  and  the  men  a..d  boys  of  the 
\  illage  regank'd  it  with  so  much  animosity  that  they 
frequently  })elted  it  with  stojies,  and  chopped  it  with 
tlii'ir  small   ixcs. 

The  tree,  b'.^ing  otherwise  unable  to  protect  itself 
from  these  insults  and  impertinences,  removed  it:;elf 
bodily  to  thf^  next  village,  about  seven  miles  away. 
T)ie''e  it  stands  at  the  present  day,  showing  its 
•  •ontemjjt  for  the  people  of  Jlmelek  by  turning  all  its 
branches  away  from  their  village  and  pointing  them 
in  an  opposite  direction. 

Tlie  natives  use.l  the  term  "  liaze  "  to  denote  the 
fetish  itsi>U'.  as  well  as  the  demoji  or  spirit  wliich  it 
represented. 

The  great  majority  of  "  hazes  "  were  bad  -as 
bad  as  they  could  possibly  be  -and  they  all  possessed 
a  malicious  desire  to  injure  mankind  ;  thev  were 
credited  with  destroying  tlie  souls  of  men  and  so 
causing  their  death. 

TJie  spirits  of  the  departed,  however,  were  not 
sui)posed  to  exhibit  any  malicious  propensities  to- 
wards mortals.  They  hovered  about  their  own 
friends  and  the  former  abode  of  their  human  bodies  ; 
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liiit  tlicv  well'  not  jiii'iitlv  ti'arcd.  N'cvci  tin-less, 
I  noticed  tliiit  the  friends  of  the  depiirted,  in  these 
days,  were  always  car'ful  to  avoid  <,'iavevards  after 
dark,  to  cairy  torches  ,it  night,  and  to  make  various 
sounds  when  sittinjx  alone  in  theii-  hous(>s  after  dark. 
The  old  wonien,  wlien  alone,  sometimes  scattered 
ashes  ahout  the  door  and  sides  of  the  house,  all  of 
which  mild  expedients  were  calculated  to  keep  these 
gentler  spirits  at  r,  respectful  distance.  "  Because," 
said  my  informant.  ""  it  is  rather  uncannv  to  feel 
the  spirit  of  a  friend  loo  near  von,  or  walking 
slioulder  to  shoulder  with  you  on  a  pitch  dark 
night." 

Whenever  a  man  was  greatly  staith'd.  he  imagined 
his  spirit  had   left   him.  and   l,e  at  once  calleil  out, 

Where  are  you  i  Have  you  gone  north,  soutli.east, 
or  west  ]  Come  hack,  come  hack  "  :  an<l  sometimes 
a  friend  would  .say  to  another,  "  Don't  he  trouhled 
that  my  spirit  has  gone  north,  south,  east,  or  west  ; 
I  myself  am  still  heie." 

.\  hununing  sound  in  the  ears  denoted  to  a  l.ifuan 
that  his  spirit  was  meeting  with  another  spirit. 

Whenever  a  man  fainted,  or  hecame  unconscious, 
it  was  l)ecause  his  spirit  had  left  him  ;  and  so,  for  the 
time,  he  was  "  dead  "  :  hut  his  friends  immediat?ly 
came  to  the  re.scue.  They  rushed  here  and  there  to 
find  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  the  sick  man  1<  ,, 
and  when  they  found  him  they  implored  him  to  u.se  his 
influence  to  call  hack  tlie  departed  spirit.  If  he 
consented,  he  at  once  started  off  into  the  thick  hush, 
angrily  haranguing  the  .spirits  in  the  surrounding 
trees,  .stones,  and  hushes.  He  demanded  of  theni  by 
what  right  they  had  entered  his  territory  and  carried 
ofT  the  spirit  of   his   friend.     Tlieu,   in   a   humhler, 
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j;entl.T  t..n..,  lu-  iiu|.l,.ml  them  t.,  retun.  it  as  soon  as 
I'-ssil.!,-.  It  tlu>  spirits  acquiesced,  the  man  recovered  • 
il  not  well  then  his  spirit  had  departed  in  the  usual 
way,  Itecause  his  time  had  come. 

AVhenever  the  ends  of  the  fingers  of  the  right  hand 
or  the  soh.  of  the  right  foot  itched,  it  was  an  in.hcation 
that  someone  was  speaking  well  of  you  ;  hut  the  left 
t<'"t.  or  han<l,  indicated  just  the  opposite.  Some- 
tnues  ill-natured  gossips  stopped  their  hackl.iting 
hecause  they  were  afrai.l  lest  the  hand  or  the  foot  of 
the  libelled  person  should  begin  to  itch  and  so  betray 
them.  ■' 

.Many  spirits  of  both  se.xes,  when  thev  left  the  human 
M.dy,  took  up  their  abode  on  a  small  island,  or  reef 
1-tween  I  ifu  and  Uvea  called  by  the  Tveans 
'  Homene  Ivap/'  or  Holy  J.sland.  This  island  was 
genera  ly  under  water  at  high  tide.  It  was  supposed 
to  be  thickly  populated  by  these  spirits  of  the  de pa  rted 
Ihe  natives  alleged,  in  proof  of  the  truth  of  this 
sui.pos.t.on,  that  whenever  a  had  man  went  .  shina 
in  the  neighbourhood,  he  invariablv  either  pulled 
u[)  a  won.an's  gras.  skirt,  or  the  leaves  that  had  been 
used  in  n.aking  the  national  pudding  the  itra  ; 
whilst  when  a  good  man  went  fishing  he  i,ulled  up 
nothing  but  fish.  ^         ^  P 

I  am  told  that  these  .spirits  often  visited  Lifu  and 
were  visible  to  persons  of  all  ranks,  but  no  one  had 
ever  been  able  to  come  into  close  contact  with  them 
because  they  were  always  enveloped  in  a  soft,  cloud; 
m.st^  The  Lifuans  firmly  believe  that  animals 
are  highly  endowed  with  second  sight,  much  more  so 
indeed  than  human  beings;  and  this,  they  sav,  is 
why  a  dog,  at  the  present  day,  rushes  out  of  the  liouse 
at  night  and  barks  at  no  one  ;  also  whv  a  horse  some- 
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tiinos  rofiiscs  tn   mkivc  until   its  riilci   ilisinninit-.  .uhI 
l«'ii(ls  liiiii  [);ist  tlic  iiliicct  111  his  t<'r?or. 

Spirits  iitft'ii  iii;i(l('  tlicir  iin'scdcr  knnwn  liv  nuikiiii; 
|)fciili,ir  iHiiscs.  At  thf  \  ill,i;_'f  111  |\.|;iii\i',  ;iu,i\- I'liiiii 
all  the  lioiiscs  iiinl  near  to  the  sci.  tliiTc  tnniicrK  livnl 
two  spirits,  naiiiol  l''!clune(U'  ami  his  uite  W.iu.i 
niadaliiii,  whose  chh  i  ainiisfiui'rit  sccins  to  havf 
''•'•'M  to  Miliciilc  any  prrson  who  was  ilchnnicd 
or  pcculiar-lookinj:.  Kvcn  atnmals  wcif  not  rxcnipt 
from  their  scathinir  i»'tnaik>.  riieir  wonU  were 
distinctly  heard,  and  their  laiijrh  was  like  the  loud 
laujrhinj:  of  tnen. 

Food  was  fornieilv  |)la(e(l  near  the  de.id  loi  the  ii>e 
of  the  spirit  :  also  at  the  door  of  the  hut  where  a 
soreenM-  dwelt.  This  food  was  never  eaten  hv  the 
soiceier  himself,  neither  was  it  ^'iven  to  an\-  of  Ins 
triends  who  lived  close  at  hamt  :  hut  it  was  icservcd 
for  those  f'iends  who  lived  at  a  distance. 

Many  of  the  superstitious  lieliefs  of  the  natives  d., 
not  appear  so  ahsurd  to  people  livini;  on  the  spot 
as  their  simple  recital  would  make  them  appi'ar  to 
outsiders:  indeed,  they  often  jiain  support  and 
eontirniation  hv  local  circuinstances  and  coloiirinir 
ditlicult  to  desciilie,  Kor  example,  a  man  living'  on 
our  |)remises  at  I'sea  had  a  familv  of  si.\  dauj^hters 
who  all  died  of  consumption  in  about  three  veais  ; 
their  deaths  irenerally  taking  place  ahoiit  .Mav  oi' 
June  diirinif  our  stav  there. 

The  day  aftei-  the  last  child  was  Liiried  the  hither 
said  to  us,  "  Last  year  whiMi  mv  two  daiigtiters  died 
two  small  hii'ds  caiiie  into  inv  house  and  remained 
there  all  night  in  spite  of  the  tire  and  the  smoke. 
Tliev  perched  on  my  shoulder  and  allowed  me  to  place 
mv   hands  (,n  them,   thev  sat   on  mv   idugh   hed  and 
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wnr  (|iiitf  taiiif.      Ill  ttii'  ui'iiiiii^'  I  t<M.|<  iiiir  ..f  tlicin 
!!!    niv    hand-  ami   went   nut.si.lr  the   liiit.   tliinkiiiw    it 
WDiild  tly  awav.  Init  i-i-fcad  cf  that  it  tlcw  \,nrk  into 
the  hdiisc  :     I  tried  thi-  xthiT  l.ird,  Imt  with  the  saiin- 
"'^ult-      l-iItT   I   tried   at-'i'iii.   tins  time  ^r.iiiLr  farther 
liiiiii    the    hi'iise,    when    lioth    Imds   t|e\\    (jinte    awav. 
And   now    that    my   last    little  one  is  dead  anntlier  of 
these    hii(|>    has   come    to   stay    with    lis.      Whenever 
stianL'<'rs  enter  the  house,  it  Hies  ii|i  to  one  of  the  lii^di 
lieams;     Imt    when    we   aic   alone,    the   liiril    is  (juite 
tame    with    me."      In    answei-   to   oiii'   (juestion    as   to 
the    whereahoiits    of    the    l>ird    at    that    moment,    he 
.said   It    was  still   in   Ins   house,  and  asked   if  we   would 
like  to  see  it.      We  went  with  him  to  his  hut  and  saw 
a    liird.    somewhat    in    ap|ieaiance    like    an     Kn^lish 
vellow  hainmei-.  and  called  liy  the  natives  "  Pachein." 
[•eirhed    on    one    of    the    lilack    heams   of    hi.s    house. 
These    liirds   are  called    l)V    the    white    people  "  Silver 
e\es.  '    liecau.se   o!    the    white    linis    lound    theii'   eve.s, 
and    thev    ate    amon<r    the    shyest    of    native    hirds. 
The  native  who  told  us  aixmt  the  birds  .said.  "  I  do 
not   like  to  handle  them  loujrlilv  or  force  them  to  co 
away."      Indeed,   no  I   for  had   he  not  a   feelinu  that, 
111  some  way  or  other,  thev  were  the  emliodiments  of 
the  spirits  of  his  heloved  ones,  come  to  comfoit  him 
in  his  ffreat  sorrow. 

Hven  fx'achcomliors.  after  a  long  residence  anioii'^'- 
the  natives,  become  almost  as  superstitious  as  the 
natives  them.selves.  Here  arc  a  few  cases  of  sorcpiv 
that  have  come  to  my  kiiowledi;e  of  kite  vears. 

A  famous  sorcerer  of  l.ifu  was  sent  to  Noumea, 
.N'ew  Caledonia,  by  tlie  French  liesideiit,  on  account 
of  the  distinl)ances  and  excitement  he  created  by 
his  wonderful  occult  powers,  and  because  of  his  pei- 
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•istcnt  |>rii<ti(("  ol  witclicintt.  Whilst  tlicrr,  he  was 
visited  l)v  an  L'vcaii.  a  ncrfi'it  st?aii<rt"r.  who  Ix'inred 
i)t  hiin  to  cxphiiii  why  sd  many  of  his  childicn  died. 
Now  the  wizard  had  never  been  neai'  this  man's  phice. 
and  yet  he  said,  "  Don't  voii  Hve  at  Weneke  >.  " 
The    Uvean   said    that    was    the   name   of   his   phiee. 

Does  So-and-so  Hve  on  one  si(|(>  of  vou.  and  is  the 
neirrhbour  on  the  other  si(h'  a  tall  man,  and  much 
lighter  complexioned  than  any  of  the  other  people 
about  <  '■  This  was  so.  •'  Then."  said  the  wizard, 
"  that  is  the  man  who  is  causing  the  death  of  your 
children.  When  you  return  home,  that  man  will  be 
the  first  to  greet  you.  and  to  offer  you  his  lumd." 

The  Uvean  shortly  afterwards  returned  to  liis 
home,  and  almost  before  the  v  ssel  had  dropped 
anchoi-.  a  nuiidjerof  men  scrambled  on  l)oard.  the  tall 
fair  man  amongst  them,  who  greeted  the  traveller 
with  outstretched  hand.  Strangely  enough,  it  was 
quite  exceptional  foi'  this  man,  who  was  the  Roman 
Catholic  catechist.  to  visit  foreign  vessels. 

This  .same  sorcerer  was  once  on  l)oard  a  steamer, 
as  ])assenger.  where  there  were  many  foreignet-s  as 
crew.  One  of  the  native  passengers  missed  some 
money  from  his  box.  and,  suspecting  one  of  the  crew, 
solicited  the  aid  of  the  wizard  in  detecting  the  culprit. 
'I'he  "  wise  man  "  looked  coolly  around  on  the  gioup 
of  natives  standing  near,  and  then  said  with  great 
scorn.  '■  None  of  these  foreigners  has  taken  your 
money  :  the  thief  is  one  of  your  own  coiuitrvmen." 
Then,  pointing  to  an  Uvean.  he  said.  "  That  is  the 
man.  he  has  taken  so  manv  dollars  and  fraiu's." 
'{'he  thief  afterwards  acknowledged  his  guilt  to  a 
white  trader,  as  well  as  his  l)e!ief  in  the  power  of  the 
wizard,    somewhat    as    follows:   "No   gammon,    that 
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fellow    lie  jTdt    t(i')   iiiiK'li   (1(  vil  :     lit'  savC'  tdd   much  : 
he  siivt-  tiiie  all  a  ddllai-  iiic  hiti  a  take." 

( )ii  Dnc  (if  tlic  islets  called  Mutiitapu  which  form  tIio 
itcaiitiful  lajroon   of    i'vca  there  stands  a  large  stone 
w  liich  is  said  to   l»e  tiiilik.'  aiiv  othei'  stone  which  has 
ever  l)een  seen  in  these  islands,  and  which  is  sii))i)o.s(>d 
to  come  from  Xew  Caledoma.     The  storv  goes  that  a 
ceitain  old  woman  placed  it  there,  anrl  she  commanded 
that  whoever  visited  the  island  was  on  no  account  to 
cany    anvthing    away.     Now    whoever    lias    dared 
to  disoi)ey  the  mandate  of  this  old  dame  has  died, 
so  that  now   liei'  law  is  strictly  observed.     A  shoit 
time  ag<»  it  was  lejxirted  that  a  quantity  of  phosphate 
was  to  he  hafl  on  this  island,  which  was  greatly  coveted 
liv  a   French  tradei'.      He  knew  it  was  useless  to  ask 
the  people  to  get  it  for  him     all   were  afraid.      He 
had,  howevei'.  at  the  time,  a  man  working  for  hiiu 
who  was  nf)te(l  for  his  .self-will  and  pride.      J  knew 
him   well     he  was  once  one  of  our  "  hovs,"  and  at 
the  t-me  1  am  telling  about  he  was  a  strong,  healtliv, 
well-huilt   man   of  about  twenty-eiglit  years  of  ao-e. 
Now  this  man.  in  his  great  pride  and  conceit,  offered 
to  go  alone,  which  he  tlid.  and  biought  back  a  quantity 
of  phosphate.     A  dav  or  two  afterwards,  having  a 
little  headache,  he  asked  his  mother     a  great  friend 
of  mine     t(j  prepare  him  .some  native  medicines.     In 
the  meantime  he  wen*^  out  in  a  boat  with  one  oi  his 
friends  ;    as  they  were  returning  he  said,  "  A  wreat 
fear  has  taken  ))osse.ssion  of  me  ;    I  feel  as  though  I 
were  about  to  be  Ijrought  before  a  tribunal. ""     Reach- 
ing home,  he  drank  the  medicine  his  mother  had  pre- 
pared, and   lemained  veiy  ([uiet  for  a  time.     Being 
((uestioned,    he   assuied   his   friends   there    was    verv 
little  wiong  with  him  ;   tlie  day  following  he  was  still 
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quiet,  hut   iigain   ;itiiii I    lie    was    Hot    ill,   luit   a.-.    Ins 

triomls  lookod  at  iiiiii  tlioy  noticed  that  one  side 
i>\  his  fa(i>  and  hody  was  chuiginij;  colour  and  he- 
coining  a  dark  purple  ;  and  they,  feari;ig  tliev  know 
not  whiit,  hegan  to  crv.  lie  put  out  his  hand  to 
reassure  tlicun.  saying.  '•  Dont  crv,  if  1  were  ill  I 
would  tell  y(»u  so;  give  me  a  cigarette."  He  spoke 
a  little  while  with  his  wife,  then,  without  the  least 
pain,  or  apparent  loss  of  power  in  any  of  his  lindts, 
he  sudflenly  passed  away. 

A  similar  story  was  told  to  me  hy  a  whit(>  woman 
who  lived  many  years  in  (.Queensland,  and  knew  some 
•South  Sea  Island  "  hovs."  One  day  a  man  named 
Tom  Tanna  a  native  of  Tanna  asked  her  to  take 
eharge  of  a  small  hag  for  him.  She  threw  the  l)ag 
into  one  of  her  ho.xes.  and  forgot  all  ahout  it.  M.mtlis 
afterwards  she  was  hurriedly  searcliing  for  something 
in  this  bo.\.  and  tossed  out  the  whole  contents.  A 
little  girl,  standing  near,  noticed  the  little  hair,  and 
asked  pernussion  to  open  it.  ft  was  tied  up  with  a 
piece  of  red  cord,  to  which  was  attached  a  small  green 
stone.  Inside  the  hag  were  thice  small  stones,  one 
of  which  resemiiled  a  man's  eve.  th(>  second 
foot,  and  the  thiid  a  man's  hand.  Aft 
them  all  she  replaced  them  in  the  hag,  tied  it  up,  and 
threw  it  again  into  her  ho.v. 

Now  at  this  time  the  woman  had  a  iirood  of  fifteen 
young  ducks  which  she  kept  well  guaided  from  rats. 
snakes,  etc.,  in  a  well-constructed  poultrv  cage.  She 
went  to  feeil  them  as  usual  the  moining  after  she  had 
turned  out  her  ho.x.  and  tound  eveiv  duck  dead,  each 
one  having  a  round  hole  in  its  head  through  which  its 
brains  had  e\  idently  heen  extracte(l.  S(>(>ing  a  native 
that  she  knew  pa,s.sing  hy,  she  called  to  him  to  come 
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and  so('  what  liad  iiappt-ricd.  He  also  was  a  '['anna 
man.  and  diivctly  ln'  saw  the  ducks  lio  said,  "  What 
ha\t'  vnu  in  voiii'  ixissossion  that  hoioni.'>  to  ni\' 
island  '.  "  For  the  nioniont  thf  woman  had  tnr- 
iidttcn  the  littlo  l)a<r.  and  an.swcrcd  that  slic  had 
notiiin^f.  The  Tanna  man.  JHiwovcr,  insisted  tliat  she 
//M/.s7  iiave  something,  and  tlien  slie  ietnenil)ered  the 
Httte  hag  lind  tohl  liim  al)()iit  it.  "  Has  anyone  seen 
the  contents  '.  "  Yes.  slie  and  the  litthj  gill.  The 
nat'x'e  loohed  grave  ior  some  time  and  then  said. 
'■  Voii  have  escaped  verv  well  indeed  to  lose  your 
ducks  oidv.  The  contents  of  that  hag  are  tal)ooed  to 
strangers,  atui  anvon(>  looking  at  them  is  liahle  to 
lose.  1)V  death,  a  memher  of  his  family.  <  dve  the  l)ag 
i)ack  to  its  owner  as  soon  as  ])ossihle."  The  woman 
widte  to  Tom  Tanna,  who  immediatelv  .started  on  a 
jouiiKn'  of  altoiit  ;{(l(»  miles  to  receive  liis  treasure  fioni 
her  own  liands. 

One  can  understand  cases  like  these  making  lasting 
impressions  on  the  simple  islaij(U'rs. 

Superstition  is  dving  out.  l)ut  its  death  is  diHicult 
and  slow  ;  and  often  when  we  have  tliought  it  had 
entirelv  gone,  at  least  in  its  more  |)reposterous  phases, 
it  lias  given  a  few  ronvidsive  gasps,  proving  to  us  that 
it  still  lias  a  strong  hold  over  the  minds  of  most  of  our 
poor  deluded  islanders. 
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<  ANMitAI  IsM    AM)    WAR 
l-<'VAI,TV      ISI.AM.KHS     .l.vlaiv     ti,;,t     .Itlluu.rl,     fhev 

;'"'■'■*■■" "'"^'"f'"- "''!'■"  «la,vs.thevl.a,hH.t.hv.v. 

"'.^'"  ^-'nn.l.als.  Tl„.  Lif„ans  assort  that  thev  w,.,e 
.Inv,.,,  ,nt<,  ,t  l.v  ,.xt,v,uo  lu>n<ror  an.l  faniim.;  11,. 
L  voaas  sav  that  tlH.y  learnt  ,t  fro,,,  th-  nativ-s  „f 
.Nt'w  (  aleihxiia. 

Wh.M,  a   „,an  possessed  tue„tv  o,.  thirtv  wives  he 
n^it.irally  to,„„i  hi„,self  at  the  head  of  a  hi.'-re  tamiiv  ■ 

s..  that  whenever  the  .reath.,,.^,no-  for  a,,iiualfoo,l  ^ 
expressed   ,,.   the   words  -  pi  one  -     took   possex.on 

'-  n-n.  |„  ,|„i  not  se,uple  to  saer.tiee  one  of  h,s  owM 
;;  "I'l'*'",  over  who,,,  he  exereised  ahso|„te  n.d,t  of 
'":;';,'«"  'i';ath.      Xatu,allv.  however,    he  preferred   a 

<l"l'l  *'■<-„  his  neighbour's  stork.  a,id  this  led  to  n.anv 
serious  ipiarrels. 

A  man  was  also  at  lihertv  to  take  the  life  of  one 
"Mils  wives  without  interferenee  fro,,,  the  .renerai 
!•"'"<■:  Imt  often  he  had  to  reckon  w.th  tln^  wife's 
'H'thers.  who  invanal.lv  took  up  her  cause,  and  rarelv 
l<|t  It  .hop  until  thev  had  n.eted  out  to  the  hushand 
the  sa.ne  treatment  he  had  inflicted  on  ^heir  sister 

Bodies  were  .ooked  whole;  thev  were  wrapped 
"P"'  I'^-'^na  or  coconut  leaves,  and  cooked  on  hot 
st<.nes,    in   exactly   the   same    way   as   an    itra.       No 
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iinportiuicc  oi-  valiu'  was  attached  to  the  Ixxics  of  a 
coniiiioiier  ;  hut  the  l)oiit's  of  a  soi-ccmnt  \v(M(>  supposed 
to  retain  occult  powers,  and  were  therefore  preserved. 

Wailike  hostilities  were  never  undertaken  without 
the  due  obseivance  of  certain  unwritten  hiws.  Xo 
matter  how  i^rave  or  serious  the  (piarrel  may  liave 
l)e(>n  hetween  two  chiefs  or  two  districts,  the  etiquette 
of  war  was  strictly  ol)served,  and  several  days"  notice 
was  given  l)efore  tit/hting  actually  l)eiran. 

Arrangements  were  made  hetween  th(>  chiefs  In- 
two  or  three  special  men,  generally  hrothers.  called 
"  macas  '"  or  "  messengers."  Thes'^  piM-sDUs  were 
regarded  for  the  time  as  sacred  and  holv  :  thev  were 
on  no  account  to  he  injured,  or  hindered  in  the  fulfil- 
ment of  their  duty  to  either  paitv. 

After  the  allotted  days  had  expired,  if  no  peaceal)le 
settlements  had  heen  made,  each  party  staited  out 
fully  armed,  and  fell  upon  the  first  man  thev  met  who 
helonged  to  the  opposite  side. 

Women  and  childicn  were  never  allowed  to  take 
part  in  any  figiiting.  neithei'  were  tlun-  molested  liy 
either  party.  It  was  thei-  custom.  how(>ver.  to  send 
forth  their  men  to  the  light  with  rousing  war  songs 
still  ringing  in  their  ears  the  song  "  Fehoa  "  heing 
the  favourite,  hecause  it  extolled  their  great  hraverv 
and  strength,  and  told  with  what  pride  and  joy  the 
men  would  return  hringing  with  them  the  hodies  of 
their  enemies. 

The  wairiors  got  terrihly  excited,  and  gave  vent 
to  their  feelings  hy  wild,  hideous  gestures,  veils,  and 
shoutings.  It  is  said,  howexer.  that  "■  their  hark  was 
louder  than  their  hite.'"  v  >  order  or  discipline  was 
ohserved.  hut  each  man  was  allowed  to  follow  his  own 
inclinations.     The     men    renowjied    for    tlieir    ureat 
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stifiiL'tli  and  ((.iirajie  wore  tiilt  (liazeiiien)  of  sea  hinis' 
leathers  in  their  hair  to  distiniriiish  them  and  to 
inspire  the  weaker  ones  :  lint  uhencvei'  these  iii,.|i 
felt  the\-  weip  losiiij^r  uronnd.  thev  passed  tliese 
enililems  to  a  stroni^er  or  l)ravor  eoniraih'. 

Hatth's  larely  histed  more  than  a  (hiy.  and  were 
never  carried  on  thioujih  the  ni(,dit.  As  soon  as  one 
side  had  h)st  foui-  or  hve  men  and  the  othei'  snh^  about 
ten  or  tweKc,  the  command  to  "■(•ease  h<fhtin<T  " 
came  fiom  the  chief  of  the  losin<xsi(h'.  lie  thi-n  with- 
drew witli  his  men,  amid  the  jeers  and  hiu<rhtei-  of  tlie 
enemy,  who  also  returned  to  their  homes,  taking 
their  dead  adversaries  as  spoil. 

In  the  camp  of  the  victois  a  canmhal  feast  was  lield. 
I'ollowed  by  darning  and  singing,  whii'h  was  kept 
going  until  the  dav  dawned  :  then,  wf^irv  with  the 
exertions  of  the  day  and  the  revi^lrv  of  the  night,  thev 
were  fain  to  retire  to  their  little  huts  for  sleep  and 
rest. 

A  few  dav>  after  the  declaration  of  peace,  the  van- 
«pnshed  chief  received  a  piesent  from  his  adversarv  - 
partly  to  coniloit  him  in  his  sorrow,  .md  partlv  to 
show  that  all  animosity  was  at  an  end.  The  pi-es(>nt 
was  graciously  accepted,  but  the  fiiendliness  was  only 
e.xternal  ;  beneath  it  all  was  an  undercurrent  of 
wrath,  which  was  oiilv  restrained  bv  th(>  influence  of 
the  soiceifis.  When,  luuvevei',  the  psvchological 
moment  next  arrived,  the  vanquished  chief  would 
gi\e  the  signal,  when  evervone  would  immediatelv 
set  about  making  prejiarations  for  anothcM-  battle, 
in  which  they  hoped  to  capture  as  manv  of  the 
enemy  as  the  nunibei'  of  men  thev  had  lost. 

In  addition  to  t,d<ing  the  spoil  of  dead  bodies,  the 
conquering  chief  seized  the  standard  of  the  enemv. 
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\'\\\<    \Ui<    Clllfd    ;i    "sio."        It     was    a     splrlHlld    iIlM-    ot 

jailc  stdiic    tiKiiiiitcil    on   ,1    loiiLT   vvnnilcii    li.iiidlf,   ami 
oMiiiinciiti'd  with  ii,iti\c\  aliialilcs  siicli  as  clot  li(\Viitli(') 


Shi,"   X  Mi\  ;:   Sr  \sii  \ni.. 

I>i-li  I't'  |;i'|i'  -tiiiii-  cirnaiiM-nt'  'I  wilh  iialivr 
'li'lli  and  llyiiii;  I'.iv.  \Mi.,|. 

and  woo]  troni  the  th'in^-  fox  (dda).  This  stotif  was 
rare  and  was  accounted  one  ot  their  most  treasured 
possession^.  It  was  nevei'  joiind  in  the  Loxaltv 
<doii|i.    I)ut    was  imported   from   New  Cajeclonia. 

In  times  ol  peace  these  rova!  standaids  or  maces    - 
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♦'■"■''  "f  uliicli  Ii.kI  its  own  tiaiiic  were  |)j>-c(|  iilmiit 
as  a  (■..iiiplinriitaiy  iiiaik  n|'  Ik.iioiii-  aiiuui",'  tiifiidiv 
cliif'ts. 

Thr   Ufapuiis   used    lur   |itrhtiii<:   wciv  <liili-,   ■^|..mi>. 

slini,f     stiitifs,     ami 
'"•us  ami  ainiws. 

Tlif  clults  (jia) 
wci'f  made  iVmii 
liaiil  \V(Hi(|  >(i,i|jc(l 
and  pdlislicd  tu  ;i 
I'l'ilcct  ion  of 

slllootlltU'SS.  1)\- 

iiicans    of    ;i    stone 
and    nnicli    friction, 
'riicvwcii'of  vaiioiis 
slia|ics.     l.iit     as     a 
rule    confoinit'd    to 
a     (■•Mtiiin    |iatt<'in, 
sonic    licinjr  in  tlic 
t'orni     of     a      liird's 
head     and     licak 
tliis    d(>si(,rii   oiiixin- 
ally       came      from 
New       Caledonia 
the  otiieis  liavin;:  a 
round    head    which 
was  enciicled    l)\-   a 
sharp  edjxe.      These 
edges    \ver<>     soint'- 
tinies  indented  witli  iK.tche.;,  ,.acli  notch  si<rnifvini:  the 
death  of  an  enemy.     The  cltd)s  were  often  ornamented 
on  the  liandles  with   wool  ma<le  from  the  fur  of  the 
Hyin^r    ios:     and    although    they    were    v<mv    heavv, 
and  appealed  somewhat  unwield'v,  thev  were  handled 
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Thr  our  III  tlir  ci-itr.  1^  l)Mtli  Cv.aii  an. I 
,\'' w  (  al.-,l,,iiuui.  Tlir  .,(l„r'  luo  an- 
I.iliiaii;   that  with  the  luitchrd  rdg.-   luis 

''"'"    'i   I'xiciitioii,     Thi'    miiiib.'!-    i>i 

IK. tell.  -  >lii.\v<  thr   miinhrr  n(    .haths  it 
ha,s  uau.scd. 
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with  <.'|(Mt  skill  ;ili(|  Idici'.  The  father  (.1  ulH'  (il  oill' 
olil  scliodlhoys  Wio  stiiick  ill  the  liack  uitli  a  cliih  (it 
the  liird  s  beak  shape  ;  the  weapcm  ((iiiipletclv  pene- 
trated his  I)(mIv  In. Ill  i.,i(k  tn  fniiit.  (There  was  no 
ilisirrace  ahatexcr  attached  to  a  wound  in  the 
Itiick.) 

SliiiL^  stones,  which  were  some  two  inches  in  len"tli, 
wcie  hrouj.dit  Ironi  New  Caledonia.  Thev  were 
cliiselled  oiii  III  a  partinilarlv  hard  stone.  restMiiiilini; 
pianiie.  and  cut  into  olilon<.'  shapes  pointed  at  liotli 
ends. 

Most  native  warriors  were  adepts  in  the  use  of  the 
slini.',  and  could  cast  th:'  stone  with  terrific  force. 
I  once  saw  a  man  throw  one  of  the.se  stones  with  such 
ftiice  that  it  tore  up  the  fiiound  even  at  a  distance  of 
ahout  one  hundred  yaids.  ( »ne  can  (juite  imagine 
how  easilv  one  of  tlie!ii  would  penetrate  the  enemy's 
.skull. 

The  stones  were  greatly  prized,  and  after  every 
encountei-  the  combatants  sought  for  them  on  the  field 
of  battle. 

The  slings  (sepit)  were  made  of  native  <  oid  ;  thev 
weie  al)out  a  yaril  in  length  and  were  fitted  with  a 
broader  part  in  the  middle,  in  which  the  .stones  were 
fi.xefl.  The  stones  were  stored  in  a  pouch,  which  was 
Worn  in  front  of  the  borly  and  .secured  in  its  place  by 
a  jiiece  of  netting  tied  round  the  waist. 

The  Jxiyalty  Island  spear.s  (jo)  were  long,  straiglit 
pieces  of  hard  wood,  neithei'  barbed  nor  poisoned, 
e.xcept  that  sometimes  the  bone  from  the  .sting-rav  fish 
was  neatly  attached  a  little  distance  from  the  point. 
It  Was  supposed  that  a  mere  prick  from  one  of  these 
bones  wa.s  sufficient  to  cau.se  tlie  death  of  an  enemy. 
Speais  were  poi.sed  and  tluown  with  great  force  Ijy 
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firim'r  of  tin-  rij^lit  luiiid. 

A  certain  iniMlicnif  ua>  a|ua\>  n\  ^ivat  dciiiand  l.v 
thcs."  warrior.-,  on  tlir  .-vr  (,f  l.attl.'.  It  was  coik  oct.-d 
of  several  iii<,'redieiits  known  only  to  the  tnediciiie  men. 
Tliev  mixed  it  in  a  small  liolein  the  ^'roiiiid.  after  whicli 
thev  retired  a  short  distance,  watching  the  medicine 
carefully  the  whole  time.  If  a  lizard  went  to  it,  and 
seemed  to  moisten  it  with  its  .saliva,  the  men  were 
delighted  It  was  the  hest  possihl.  augury,  and  they 
l)eli(.\(.d  that  l.v  drinking  the  whol..  coticoctit.n  the 
warriors  would  certainlv  come  off  victorious  in 
their  anticipated  encounter  with  their  enemies.  This 
procedure  was  the  more  remarkahle  when  we  re- 
memher  their  great  ahhorrence  of  all  kind,  of  lizards. 
Heiore  lighting,  or  gnng  on  a  long  journey,  the 
I.ifuans  made  vows  (\epii),  and  symbolised  them  in 
various  ways  :  the  most  common  was  by  leavini:  a 
tuft  of  hair  ••  emou '"  to  grow  until  tlie  vow  was 
iiccomplislied. 

Whenever  a  number  of  natives  decided  to  take 
it  vow  for  the  achievement  of  some  great  object, 
but  felt  that  they  had  not  suliiciejit  cojifidence  in 
each  other's  fidelity,  tliey  put  each  other  to  the  test 
in  the  following  manner.  They  fa.sfened  tliem.s(>lve.s 
together  by  a  very  light  vine,  which  they  passed 
around  their  waists;  then,  marching  abreast,  they 
walked  up  th(>  face  of  a  steep  rock.  If  any  one  ,,f  them 
stumbled,  he  broke  the  slender  cord"  that  bound 
them  together,  and  this  indicated  that  the  one  who 
had  slipped  wi.iild  have  broken  his  vow.  and  therefore 
he  was  considered  unworthy  to  form  one  of  their 
number. 
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In-  ((Miiiiion  with  the  rest  of  mimkind,  oiio  of  the 
most  impoitiiut  iuul  iiitcrcstini;  events  in  the  hvcs  of 
the  Loyalty  Ishirulers  was  the  Itirth  of  a  child. 
Now  was  the  time  for  the  women  to  come  forward 
and  show  their  skill.  .Months  before  the  event 
took  place  the  yoiinj,'  wife  was  suhjected  to  much 
painful,  cruel,  and  humiliatinfi;  treatment.  She  was 
also  put  on  a  special  diet,  of  which  charcoal  and  a 
species  of  uncooke.l  clay  formed  an  important  part. 
ff,  however,  she  e.xpres.sed  a  very  strong/  desire  for 
certain  foods  or  fish,  no  trouble  was  snared  in  nrociirintf 
them  for  her  :  not  out  of  consideration  for  her,  but  to 
avoid  evil  con.sequences  to  the  unborn  child. 

When  the  critical  time  arrived,  the  nurses  and 
female  friends  went  off  with  the  e.xpectant  mother 
to  a  quiet  place  in  the  l)ush  ;  the  husband  and  his 
male  friends  took  up  their  position  at  a  discreet 
distance  so  as  to  be  within  call. 

A  stout  rope  had  previously  been  prepared,  and 
suspended  from  a  strong  branch  of  a  tree.  It  was  to 
this  the  young  wife  woukl  cling  for  support,  whilst 
kneeling  on  the  ground,  whenever  her  sufferings 
should  become  more  than  she  could  otherwi.se  bear. 
Failing  a  rope,  a  friend  offereil  her  .services  and  took 
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ii|)  her  position  lu'liitid  the  kii(>('liii<i  patient,  -toopitifi 
over  luT  and  liol(lin<i  her  umltT  the  aims,  so  that  the 
siiflt'icr  was  able  to  throw  Ikm'  arms  ovei'  her  uwu 
head  and  round  the  neck  of  her  friend,  where  slie 
clung  until  hei'  pain  was  ovei-.  This  was,  however, 
;i  terrible  strain  for  the  luirse  or  friend,  whose  neck 
:uui  shoulders  were  often  stiff  for  manv  davs  a  ter- 
ward.s. 

.Much  unnecessary  ciiielty  was  inflicted  f(»r  the 
supposed  good  of  the  patient  and  the  u?il)orn  child 
l)v  the  nurses  and  mothers,  who.  l)eing  older  in  vears, 
were  supposed  to  have  more  wisdom  and  experi- 
ence. 

If  all  went  well,  everyone  congratulated  herself  ; 
but  if  not.  then  liad  the  young  wife  to  bear  all  the 
blame.  She  was  scolded,  insulted,  and  struck  in  the 
face,  because,  said  thev.  she  was  lackitiir  in  courage 
or  failed  to  put  forth  sufficient  effort. 

If,  however,  in  spite  of  all  the  women  could  do. 
labour  was  prolonged,  they  decided  that  someone 
had  sinned,  and  believed  the  child  woidd  never  be 
born  until  full  confession  was  made.  Often  enough 
there  was  nothing  of  a  seiious  nature  to  confess  ; 
hut  something  had  to  be  done  or  tlie  child  would  be 
lost  :  and  Sf),  to  satisfy  their  tormentors  and  hasten 
the  coming  event,  imagiiuiry  sins  were  said  to  be 
occasionally  coid'essed. 

Directly  the  child  was  born  the  women  gave  a 
peculiar  loud  cry  which  told  the  men  that  the  great 
event  was  over.  Sometimes  the  news  was  received 
in  sullen,  frigid  silence,  for  the  nature  of  the  crv  had 
told  them  a  7//7c]iild  was  born  to  them  ;  but  a  different 
cry  was  received  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  and 
joy,  for  it  pioclaimed  the  birth  of  a  man  child,  and 
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another   [)os,si!   i-    wanioi'  ti)  au^inciit   thoii'  fighting 
Stat!. 

Hut  at  thi-;  pcriiMl  thciv  were  many  ilaiifjers  and 
perils  to  he  guaided  against.  All  instructions  must 
he  followed  with  the  minutest  exactitude,  to  ensure 
rohust  health  and  happv  lives  to  the  mother  and  cliild. 
The  mothei'  must  letuni  to  her  little  hut.  taking  care 
that  her  bi-easts  and  loins  were  well  covered,  otherwise 
hei-  little  one  would  civ  its  eves  sore.  Slie  must 
enter  her  house  through  a  small  door  specially  pre- 
pared tor  hei'.  and  no  eyes  except  those  of  her 
attendants  inav  Indiold  her. 

Tlir  little  one  was  not  washed.  l)r.t  gentlv  ruhhed 
all  o\-ei-  with  wane,  soft  wood  ashes.  In  the.se  davs 
the  children  are  washed.  (I  saw  one,  perhaps  an 
hour  old,  having  its  first  hath.  The  child  was  Iving 
<[uite  naked  on  a  mat  on  the  floor  of  a  half-flarkened 
hut.  The  hath  was  an  old  two-pound  pre.served  meat 
tin.  partly  tilled  with  waiin  water.  The  little  body 
was  (juivering  with  cold,  and  the  child  was  showing 
Its  disapproval  l.y  screaming  with  all  its  might,  hut 
the  nurse  calmly  went  on  di[)jMng  her  hand  into  the 
wat.r,  and  sprinkling  and  wettirig  the  miserable 
little  infant,  who  at  such  an  early  age  was  paying 
the  p(>r,alties  of  civilisation.) 

<  >ne  of  the  duties  of  the  luirse  was  to  press  the 
child's  head  into  the  oithodox  sha})e,  between  two 
warmed  soft  leaves;  to  cut  the  uml)ilica]  cord  with  a 
fragment  of  elaiu  (ate  kano)  shell  :  failing  this,  she  did 
not  hesitate  to  Into  the  cord  in  two  with  her  teeth  :  all 
impurities  were  sm'b'd  by  the  nurse  from  the  little 
nose,  mouth,  and  small  brea.sts  ;  sh-  [lisudied  the 
nose  that  it  might  not  be  too  ffat  :  and  finally  she 
pulled  out  a   few   hairs  from  her  own  head,  and  laid 
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tlictii  DVi'v  till'  child's   ti)   (Ml  iin-  iiii  .iliiiiidaiit  criip  ii| 
IkiIi'. 

Attci-  the  ciulitli  (lay,  iiiotlicr  and  cliild  \\t>rt' 
an(>iiit('(l  with  a  iiiixtiin'  (if  hiiiiir  lianana.  Imi'tit 
(■iicdiiut.  and  some  ,-.  lapititrs  I'loiii  a  sweet -smcllini'- 
ti('(>  cancil  ••  Xiitni[H't."  alter  which  the  child  was 
well  wrapped  up.  jeavinj;  the  head  oiilv  quite  iVee. 
When  the  uiiiliilical  cord  (wcneimie)  dropped  (iff.  the 
iiuise  felt  that  she  iiii^rht  safely  lea\-e  the  child  td  :  he 
care  (if  the  uuither:  and  sd  she  and  the  otliei' 
attendants  peifoiined  theii'  last  (itlice.  the  (ihie.t  (if 
which  1  have  no\-ei'  lieen  able  t(i  find  out.  The  child 
was  plac(>(l  on  the  uround.and  all  his  nurses  bent  over 
him  as  th(iu<,di  they  would  jrive  him  their  lienediction. 
I  ;it  instead  of  this,  they  suddenly  and  simultaneouslv 
^Mvo  a  tiemondous  yell  which  <;reatly  startled  the 
child,  after  which  ceiemony  thev  took  their  leave. 

.\s  the  days  passed,  and  the  (diild  grew  stronjier, 
the  mother  Ncntured  to  take  her  first  hath  or  wash. 
Here  a<raii)  <ri-eat  care  was  necessarv,  for  the  sliirhtest 
deviation  from  the  rec()(rnis(M|  oider  would  prolialily 
cau.se  some  calamitv  to  fall  upon  liei'  otfspiintr.  |t 
was  necessary,  when  she  cam(>  out  of  the  water,  to 
(zird  luM-self  very  deliheratelv  with  lier  fringe  skirt, 
lieginmng  at  the  Icff  side,  and  passing  it  verv  slowly 
round  to  the  right,  then  saunter  up  to  hei'  little  hut. 
.lust  before  going  to  liathe.  she  and  her  child  will 
have  taken  certain  j)rescribed  medicines,  so  that 
bv  this  time  she  h^ds  they  a,.'  both  inwardlv  and 
oiitwardlv  clean  :  their  days  of  puiification  are  over  ; 
riiev  aiv  now  free  to  present  tliemselves  to  society, 
and  to  take  part  in  the  feast  made  in  theii  honour 
and  called  "  the  feast  of  eating  the  baby." 

K\(My   mothei'  rnirsed   jier  own  cliild,   but  if  for  a 


<  H.  xi    I^IRTIIS.MAIIinACKS.AXI)  DEATHS    iTii 


tiiuf  slic  loiiiid  s'lic  li;i(l  iKit  suliicicnt  iioiiiisliinent 
for  liiiii,  sli(>  fiHi  liiin  with  the  liittcr  juico  from  irni 
vouii^'  cocoTiuts.  Sln'  was  circtiil  to  open  these  nuts 
with  11  piece  of  new  wood  :    then,  to  picvent  her  httle 
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frotn   hii\ii|ir  sore  eves,  she  threw  tl 
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hii>k',  and  the  l<erne|  of  the  luit  into  the  fire. 

'I'd  encouniiie  the  natural  flow  of  milk,  the  mother 
ruhhed  her  f)reasts  with  the  leaves  of  the  wild  fior  tree 
and  nonrishrd  heiself  with  larj^e  quantities   f)f    cncn- 
nuts. 

The  women  W(»uld  often  have  had  easv  and  almost 
painless  times  durinir  childhirth  if  they  had  allowed 
nature  to  do  its  woik  alone  :  now  that  there  is  less 
interference  we  sometimes  hear  of  the  birth  of  a 
child  duiinjf  the  night  the  father  slee|)ing  in  the 
same  hut  knowing  nothing  about  the  event  until  it 
is  over,  and  the  mother  havijig  l)een  her  own  nurse 
and  attendant  :  moreover,  she  will  probablv  go  down 
to  the  sea  and  lia\e  a  Itatli  the  next  morning. 

Ff>r  seveial  weeks  after  the  ""  feast  of  eatinsr  the 
liai)y.""  inany  visitors  would  aiiive  to  l)id  him  welcome. 
If  the  child,  when  sleeping,  placed  his  closed  fists 
undei'  his  cheek,  the  niothei'  i'egarde<l  it  as  a  sigji  that 
a  visitor  wduld  arrive  with  a  pr(>sent,  and  the  clenching 
'^f  the  child's  lists  near  the  shoulder  suggested  the 
holding  (if  an  a.x;e,  at  the  end  of  wliich  the  present 
would  be  hung  :  if  the  child  crossed  his  arms  over  his 
l)reast  and  clenched  his  tists,  the  present  would  be 
brought  hung  over  the  shoulders  in  the  same  wav  that 
the  women  cariied  their  burdcTis  ;  none  would  pay  a 
visit  of  welcome  emptv-handed. 

fn  s|)ite  of  all  the  trying  ordeals  througli  which 
\\-om<'n  had  to  pass,  child-beaiing  has  never  been 
unpoj)ular  ;  (juite  the  contrary. 
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Alas  :  for  tlio  poor  woman  to  wliom  tins  honour 
liad  hc-n  (l.'nii'd.  Many  tiinos  she  had  to  hear  th.> 
brunt  of  h.'r  husband  s  anwr.  and  tlio  w.-iuht  of  his 
tln.k  stick:  hut  even  these  were  hrrht  alllictinns 
eompared  to  her  own  feehnrrs  of  shame,  sinee  she  was 
denied  the  hi.xurv  <.f  motherhood,  and  ot  lieaiimr 
herself  a.hlressed  as  '•  nvipo  "  ••you  two."  motheT' 
and  child  ;  iiaving  to  content  herself  as  best  she  nn'frht 
with  the  term  "  nyipe  ""  -"  you  alone,"  voii.  childless 
u-ife.      Kven  a  still-born  child  was   better  than   none 


woman,    or    moth 


er.     would 


»e 


for    henceforth    thi 
eailed  "  nvipo." 

There  were  verv  few  ille<ritimate  children,  and  thev, 
like  mutes,  were  looked  upon  as  possessinfj  nK)re  evij 
propensities  than  usuallv  fell  to  the  ordinary  nu.rtal. 
To  avoid  becoming  the  mothers  of  such  '  despised 
members  <.f  the  community,  abortion  was  some- 
times practised  l,v  the  women.  With  this  object 
in  view,  thev  drank  certain  medicines,  carried  un- 
usually heavv  loads  for  several  miles,  or  spran.^ 
from  high  rocks  into  the  sea,  fallinjr  face  down" 
wards. 

The  old  custom  of    calling  the  .nother  '■  .M.,ther  of 
So-and-so,-    instead    of   giving  lier    her    ..wn    name 
stilly  survives.      I    have    licard    a     woman    addressed 
as  ■'  .Mother  of  Xu[)a  -  even  afte-  her  son  Xupa  had 
been  dead  for  some  vears. 

Ten  or  twelve  children  were  generallv  b(,rn  to 
eaeh  mother.  l)ut  owing  pailv  to  the  qualitv  and 
quantity  of  medicines  given  tor  all  children.'  weak 
or  strong,  were  lavishlv  d.,sed  and  partiv  to  the  lack 
of  anv  observance  of  hygienic  laws,  cinlv  a  small 
proportion  of  these  children  reached  matiirity. 

(  I  knew  a  strong,  healthy  boy  about  eight  vears  of 
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;!<;('  who  Wiis  dosod  l»y  liis  ^n-andiiK.tht'i- iiiid  |tiiiMini'i'.. 
The  old  woiiKui  iidtiiittcd  tlic  child  was  pt'ift'ctlv  wcil  : 
luit  tha.  he  mijiht  Ix*  <'V(mi  hcttcr  she  jjave  him  licr 
iiipdifino.  The  death  of  the  cfiild  was  accout  Ud 
for  by  the  fact  that  the  mediiine  had  f)een  mi.ced  in 
cold  water  instead  of  wann.  or  ricf  vi'rsa.) 

A  child  was  nursed  i)y  his  mother  for  two  or  three 
years  :  but  lie  was  often  left  in  char<re  of  the  grand- 
mother whilst  the  mother  woiked  in  hei'  plantation. 
Should  he  become  icstless  and  huniriy,  the  old  woman 
gave  liim  her  breast  to  comfort  him.  and,  incredible 
as  it  may  appear,  she  has  been  known  to  nurse  and 
nourish  him  herself,  even  after  being  childle.ss  for  ten 
<ii'  twelve  vears. 

Xo  ceremony  was  performed  in  naming  the  child  : 
he  geneially  received  one  name  only,  the  name  of  one  of 
his  paternal  relations.  If  one  child  died,  his  name  was 
often  bestowed  on  th<'  ne.xt  in  age.  .should  he  be  of  the 
same  se.\  ;  his  own  name  being  entirely  dropped.  An 
•'kh'st  .son  generally  took  the  name  of  his  deceased 
father,  and  often  whilst  the  father  was  still  alive  he 
took  up(.n  himself  a  certain  authoritv  and  supeiin- 
tendence  of  the  younger  mendieis  (.f  the  familv. 
The  rv(>ans  often  addicssed  him  as  "•  Taben  '"  or 
Koundation.  seeing  that  he  was  the  basis  of  the 
family  tree  for  the  lising  generation  :  all  vounger 
sons  paid  tribute  to  him.  They  did  m(.re  than  this, 
they  took  upon  them.selves  pumshnients  for  his 
misdemeanours,  which  would  otherwi.se  have  fallen 
upon  his  head. 

(Jirls  were  exempt  from  paying  tribute  to  an  eldei' 
bidther,  proliably  becau.se  they  were  not  legallv 
entitled  to  own  any  of  theii'  father's  land. 

.Many  parents,  whose  children  were  all   bovs,  often 
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addptod  a  littl.^  ^nrl  t(i  he  as  a  sistci-  to  tlinii.      She  was 
ii'uaidcd  and  tivatt'd  cxactlv  as  diii'  of  the  family. 

.V  niarkcd  tcatiiic  of  the  picscnt  dav  is  tlic  scricjiis 
fall  in  tlio  hirtli-ratc  in  native  faiudifs  of  cvcin-  chi.ss. 
This  is  certaJMly  not  due  to  any  .Maltlmsian  [nactice. 
It  is.  as  has  hccn  intiiuati'(l  olscw  Iick-.  a  source  of 
grief  and  huniiliation  to  the  "laiiied  couples.  Twentv 
or  thirty  years  ago  one  rarelv  met  a  childless  wife, 
but  now  they  aic  to  lie  found  in  scores  in  evetv 
district  of  the  island. 

Fncles  and  aunts  wen'  all  calleil  '■  hither"  (kaka) 
and  "  mother  '"  (nene)  hv  the  nephews  ami  nieces  : 
and  they  in  their  tuiii  spoke  of  theii'  nepliew>  and 
nieces  as  "  my  sons  and  daughteis  "  (ite  nekong),  and 
often  the  oidy  wav  to  ascertain  whether  a  child  was  a 
real  son  or  daughter  was  to  incpurc  of  the  mother 
whether  oi'  not  she  had  given  him  liirtli  :  cousins  wimc 
all  called,  and  regarded  as.  hrotlieis  and  sisteis. 

Tt  was  a  common  custom  among  these  [slanders 
to  affiance  their  children  fiom  l)irth.  thouirh  this 
rule  was  not  strictly  adhered  to.  If.  for  instance,  a 
girl  developed  nnuc  ia|)idly  than  a  hov  and  it  was 
supposed  this  might  easily  come  al)out  if  she  ate 
food  in  the  mornin<,'s.  oi-  .sea-urchins  at  any  other 
time  she  coidd  not  he  expected  to  wait  until  her 
jimur  i(>ached  the  same  state  of  maturitv  as  herself: 
she  might  become  the  wile  of  another  man  without 
causing  any  ill-feeling. 

.\t  the  same  time  the  boy's  development  was 
well  caied  tor.  He  was  commande(l  to  swim  in  the 
sea  every  moining,  not  for  the  piirpo.se  of  cleanliness, 
but  that  he  might  grow  up  strong  and  healthv. 
He  was  hirbidden  to  laugh  and  joke  with  other 
girls;    because  this  might   retard  th(>  growth  of  his 
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wtiiskcis  ami  |)it'\t'nt  llic  sjx'cdv  (Icxt'ldpnictit  (it  lii^ 
IkxIw 

Young  i^iils  ucit'  mut'd  tc)  (k'ii\  thfin^clvcs  alto- 
i^ethcr  tlie  plcasm*'  (if  eating  the  .arge  sea-urchins  : 
(ithovwise,  when  they  reached  years  (if  niaturitv  and 
nianiod,  they  would  never  he  aide  to  keej)  themselves 
waiiii  :  also  they  were  forbidden  to  eat  a  voung 
dove,  if  they  knew  that  it  was  the  onl\-  one  that  had 
lieen  leared  in  the  nest  ;  hv  hreahing  this  law  thev 
were  liable,  after  niairiage.  to  liecdiiie  the  mothers 
of  one  child  only. 

A  girl  was  allowed  to  go  about  in  a  state  of  niiditv 
until  she  reached  years  of  niaturitv,  aftei-  which 
custom  demanded  that  she  should  put  on  the  orthodox 
fringe  sl<irt  ;  her  ears  were  pieiced.  and  her  cliilih 
hood's  freedom  was  at  an  end. 

As  to  the  boy,  at  an  appidpriate  time  the  father 
gave  him  .some  rather  broad  hints  to  lemind  him 
that  a.--  he  had  reached  years  of  discietion  it  was 
((uite  time  he  should  think  about  taking  a  wife. 

Tlie  mother  in  the  meantime  had  been  looki-ig 
round  amongst  the  girls  to  ascertain  theii'  general 
((ualiHcations,  and  especially  to  discover  wh(>ther 
or  not  they  were  good  gardeneis  ;  and  from  amongst 
these  she  selected  a  few  thai  she  thought  might  l»e 
eligible.  From  this  number  the  lad  cho.se  the  one 
he  })referredj  and  if  he  in  turn  was  accepted  by  the 
other  party,  negotiations  were  entered  into  by  the 
))arents  and  friends.  During  the  time  of  the  l)e- 
trothal  there  were  no  happy  meetings  alone  between 
the  lovers,  who.  indeed,  had  veiy  little  to  do  with  the 
whole  affair. 

Occasionally,  however,  the  young  peoj)le  managed 
these    thinjfs    them.selves.    and    a    maiden    was   made 
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iiwaiv    tiMt    she    was    t'c    ..l)j..,t    (.f    a    voiiiil^    man's 
ilt'siif.  |,v   Ins  sciiditi^r  h,.,.  ,.,    pn-s.-nt.   -iidi  as  a    piccv 
•  >f   native   clotli,    or  a    stririif  of   jade    h'-ads.      It    sd,. 
arrcptfd   tln'se.   she  tafitl\    coiisciif.'d   to   liccaiir   (us 
wife:    and  she  knew  tliat   soni."  ni<rlit  slic  u,,uld    li.- 
roused   IVoiH   her  sieen  l.v   tiiidiim  |i(.!>,.|f  pelted    l,v  ,, 
nuniber   of   small    stones    wliieh    were    lu-inir    tliKAvn 
throujxli    the   small   suniLnni.'   dooi    of   her   little    hut. 
These   indicated    to    her   that     hei    |(,ver    was   outride 
and  h;  d  come  with  his  friends  to  carrx'  h.-r  of).      Thrs 
custom    was    called     hy     the     Lifiians    ••  |.\,,tesai  "■     • 
"to  run  away  with."     The  word   is  stdi   r.-taine|   ,„ 
the   Janiruaire  to  express  •'  lietrothal." 

When    we    first    arrived     in    I'vea    we    found     the 
nussion  premi.ses  were  in  char^'e  of  an  old  man  and  his 
fannlv.      His     (uie     daufihter     Ix-came     mv     servant. 
.\ttpr  she  Iiad  been  with  us  .some  time  her  father  came 
to   irs   in   (Treat   troul)le  and   excitement,   and    I.eirjred 
11^  to  help  him  in  protecting:  his  dauirhter.       He  told 
us   that        nund)er  of  voun<jf  men    had   arrived    from 
l.itu   l)ent  on  carryinjr  her  off.  much  ajrainst  her  will. 
My   husband   was   not   well,   s,,    |    offered   to   use   my 
iuf!u(Mice.      I     was    a    stranj^er    to    their    customs,    I 
neither     kn,  w    th<>     Lifuan     nor     Tvean    hinjruasre  ; 
l)Ut   my  .sympathies   were   aroused   on    behalf  of  tlie 
()U\  man  and  his  daii</hter. 

I  accompanied  him  tlin.u^rh  the  dense  darkness 
to  his  litth'  hut,  which  was  inside  our  premi.ses. 
I  must  confe.ss  to  some  feelinjzs  of  dread,  as.  stooping 
down.  I  looked  thnairrh  the  htth^  door  into  the 
Hre-lijrhtod  iuit.  and  dimly  discerned  the  dark 
forms  of  al)out  twenty  savage-looking  men,  in  all  their 
war-paint.  1  found  that  two  or  three  of  them  could 
speak  a  little  pidgin  English,  and  1  at  once  be.ran  to 
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iviiioiistriitc    with    tliciii    in    tliiit    jiir^on  ;     hut    tlicv 
ucic  sullen  ;iii(l  cinNS,  they  liad  ((.iiif  nil  tlic  wav  from 
1. it'll    tor    tlii^    <;iil.   anil    now   slic   refused    to   return 
with   them       iiioreovei.    |   and   her  people   weie  there 
to    protect    her.      The    stranirers   protested    that    tliev 
wanted   this  <rirl.   and    no   other.     /   also   wanted   the 
U'itI,  and   no  other,     .\fter  talkinj,'  together  for  some 
time,  and  <eein<;  that   I  could  not  turn  them  from  their 
piirpo.se.  also  that  they  refused  to  leave,   I  cut  short 
the  interview   hv  carrvini;  otT  the  \i\y\   to   mv   home 
and    locking:    the    door,      i    learned    aft<'rwards    that 
she  had  actually  consented  previouslv  to  hecome  the 
wife  of  one  of  tlies(>  men.  and  knowint;  now  with  what 
contempt  thev   n><rardei|   all   women     I   think    mv.self 
fortunate   that    we   escaped    so   easily    from    this    im- 
p.leasant    sittiatioii.     Imajiine,   however,  my  .surprise 
to  tind  one  niornint;  that  the  faithless  maiden   had 
allowed    herself   to    he   carried    off  diirin<'   the    niidit 
l.vote.sai      hy  another  set  of  vouni;  men. 
In  the.se   more  enliiirhtened  davs  the   mode  ol    he- 
trothal  is  somewhat   modified,  and    the  voiini:  man  is 
e.\|)ected    to    plead    his    own    cause.     Now,    perhaps 
for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  he  feels  so  incapahle  of 
doing  himself  justice  that   he   hnds  it   necessary  to 
secure  the  help  of  a  friend,  who  acc(;mpanies  him  on 
hi.s  nocturnal  visits     the  lovers  mu.st  never  he  .seen 
toj^ether  during  th(>  dav. 

Phis  friend  is  ntjt  wanting  in  sympathy  and  delicacv. 
and  generally  takes  up  his  position  a  few  yards  from 
the  fiappy  pair,  and  often  pleads  his  friend's  cause 
with  great  eloquence  and  skill.  With  what  powers  of 
persuasion  th  lover  als(>  talks  to  t!ic-  girl!  fie 
promises  faithfully  that  she  shall  have  man/  good 
things  in  the  future,  also  that  she  shall  have  daintv 
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fund.  iiK  ImliiiL'  '///  til.'  .'NTS  III. Ill  the  lishcs  he  takes, 
ftc,  iiiiiil  tiiiallv,  lii'iii^r  i>v("i-[,.'r>ua(l('(l,  slu-  consciits. 
iJiit  ill  ciisf  she  slioiiM  rhaiiL,"'  lifi  mind  and  lie  sliduld 
Ix'  Iftt  dcsiilati',  lie  (iccasionally  [iiii|)(»s('.s  to  (irie  ur 
two  otiicr  iriils,  and  it  sonictiincs  lia[)|M'ii.s  tliat  lie 
tiiids  hiinst'lt  the  accciitcd  suitor  ot  more  than  oik-  <Mrl 
at  tilt'  saiiif  time. 

Soiiit'  time  ajro  a  voini^'  man  became  enaiiioiiicd  of 
one  of  my  servintf  ixiils.      ||,.  lived  about  tliiitv-tive 
miles  away,  and  I  learnt  tliat  ln'  liail  been  two  or  tliree 
times  to  this  villaj^e  intending  to  propose,   but  that 
his  courage  had  failed  him.       Kinallv  he  secured  the 
assistaii'e  of  a  friend,  who  came  to  me  one  evening 
and  begged  to  be  allowed  to  speak  to  the  girl  outside 
the  lioiise.     She  went  to  them,  and  returned  in  about 
an    hour,   ipute   heart    whole,    but   greativ  amused   at 
what     had    taken    place.      She    said    the    wooer    had 
.scarcely  uttered  a  word  the  whole  time,  but  his  friend 
had    pleaded    veiv   earne.stly    for    liiiii,    somewhat   as 
follows  :    ■■  ^  ou  know  this  young  man.  and  voii  know 
that    his   conduct    has   ever   been    all    that    could    be 
de.sired.      He  belongs  to  thi'  same  district  as  voiirself. 
and  you  would  do  well  to  acc(>pt  his  proposal  :    he  lias 
come   a    long   wav  on    imipose   to  see   voii  ;   will   you 
aceei)t    him.   or   must    he   return   that   long  distance 
sad    and    disappointed  :'     Will    you    not    consent    to 
have  him  >.  "     But  the  girl  either  remained  silent  or 
failed  to  give  a  satisfactory  reply.     Again  the  pleader 
went  on  :    "'  lie  has  in'irr  pro})osed  to  a  girl   before, 
yuu  are  the  very  tirst  (this  was  a  great  honour  to  the 
girl).      Will  you  not  take  him  {      "\'ou  are  voung  now 
(about    17    years);     if    you    keep    waiting    vou    will 
become  old,  then  no  one  will  want  you  except  the  old 
men.     Look  at  A    -  -  (a  girl  al)out  •22  years  of  atro 
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wlin  ll;ii|  ictust'd  ,1  K<i(i(|  iiiiiti\-  (ilVcis).  ^||t'  is  <;t'ttlllt.' 
iilil  IKiW.  illld  Mil  uiir  W.ints  lici'.  hi)  ii(  (  cpt  tilis  \iiiilii.' 
111,111,  I  lif^f  <it  yoii.  "  Hut  to  all  tlifsf  [ici'sMa.sKiii.s  tin' 
;.'iil  >tt'cliMl  ln'i-  litMit.  .md  till'  intri'VK'u  <'ri(ltMl. 
AiiiitlitT  t'\ ciiitij,'  tlu'\-  if|)i'at<'(l  tlit'ir  cntrcatit's.  luit 
Jill  ill  \ai?i.  .My  .syiii|»atlii('s  ucir  with  the  \i.iitli, 
wild  I  kticw  was  a  'uuhI  lail.  ami  I  iiiiaj^iiK''!  Iiiiii 
.■<a(l  and  discoiisolatf.  until  I  lii'ard  that  lie  and 
hi-  tiiciid  had  ^Miiic  stiai<;ht  fmni  mv  ^'irl  to  aiiothi-r 
oil*'  111  this  viilai^c,  who.  \>v  the  wav.  also  icl'iist'd  liini. 

I'l\<'n  ulicii  the  \oiniif  pt'oplc  ht'conic  cnjiaficd.  all 
ditlii  iiltics  .ire  liy  no  iiiraiis  at  an  <'nd.  Then'  arc 
iii.in  iai;*'  .st'ttlt'iiit'iit-;  to  he  jimw  into,  and  if  tlicsf  an' 
not  tound  to  lit'  satistiu'torv  to  the  friends  of  the  jfirl, 
the  whole  iietrotiations  oft<'ii  fall  throii<;li.  .Not  that 
the  tneiids  are  at  all  an.xioiis  alxmt  the  lnide-elect  : 
tliev  are  rather  iiioif  ((incernod  alioiit  themselves, 
lest  they,  who  have  liroiii,dit  her  iq)  and  taiij;lit  her  to 
Work,  and  who  will  now  lose  liei'  siMviees.  should  not 
leceive  a  siiitahle  conipeiisition.  I'neles  and  aunts, 
elder  liidthers  and  sisteis,  and  cousins  <feriiiaii. 
must  lie  won  o\t'r  to  airi<'''  to  the  aiTatigements  lieforc 
«^vervthino  can  he  ainicahlv  .setth'd. 

When  at  last  all  olistaclos  have  lieen  removed,  the 
lover  takes  the  giii  U)  his  mother's  hou.'^e,  where  she 
lemains  for  sonic  time  :  in  order  to  prove  to  liei-  future 
mother-in-law  that  she  thorouijhlv  understands  the 
aits  of  planting  ami  tilling  the  gtoiiml,  also  cooking, 
and  thus  proving  that  she  is  a  suitalile  helpmate  for 
her  son. 

If  the  mother  finds  that  slie  cannot  aj)[)rove  of  her 
fiituie  daugliter-in-law,  the  giil  is  .sent  hack  to  her 
o\\  n  people,  in  spite  of  the  protestations  of  the  ytning 
man.      I  have  heard  that  sometimes  a  \-oiiiiir  man  has 
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Ix't-n  s.'.Mi  stii.idiii";  in  tli.'  m.i.l,  wifh  tlir  fi-,ii>  ^tiviin^ 
iny  down  his  face,  uazinji  jiftcr  tlic  (.Itj.Mt  of  Ins 
^rtVctKin.  wild  was  sadiv  Icavinir  liini  for  ;:o(h1.  h, 
such  cases  the  mother  raivK-  rt'h'iitcd.  ,S//,.  |<i,.'w 
what  was  licst  for  hrr  son.  she  did  her-  diit\-.  ami  h,st 
■^i^dit  of  the  fact  that  her  unwise  inteitereiice  iniuht  he 
''"'  'aiise  of  much  (iiiarielhnj,'  and  iitdia|)[iines,s 
^inioiiL'st  the  \oiitii.r  maiiiecl  couph.s  in  later  vears. 

II  in  the  olden  davs  the  unl  [noved  herself  smtalile 
in  the  I'ves  of  her  stern  mistress,  a  jjreat  feast  was 
niade.  alter  wlii<'li  the  marria<;e  was  recoirnised  as 
lc«ral  and  I.iikIii,^  ;  in  these  d.ivs  marna<,'es  taki'  place 
in  the  church,  the  pastor  of  the  villat,'.'  oHiciatniLr. 
It  now  onl\-  iciiiaineil  for  the  voiiiiir  people  to  drink 
picntv  of  natiM'  medicine,  m  order  to  a\crt  all  e\i|. 
and   to   facilitate  cliild-l>earii;^r. 

I'nhappilv  lor  the  health  and  n.oials  of  the  |  eopl.-. 
this  feastinir  is  still  kept  up  more  or  le.ss.  It  i,'eiieiall\- 
takes  place  some  davs  after  the  niairiapc  roremonv. 

•All  friends,  on  lioth  sides,  ^rive  presents  to  the 
liride  and  hridecrroom.  which  i^ifts,  howevei'.  are 
nc\iM  iiit<'iiiled  tor  the  youiijr  peop|(>  personail\-.  hut 
f"  '"'  liiinded  o\-er  to  their  relations  and  friends  ; 
olten  they  are  the  cause  of  much  jealousy  anion<rst 
the  recipients. 

Althoiijrh  the  news  of  the  birth  of  a  ^nrl  child  was 
received  in  .solemn  silence  hy  the  father  and  his  male 
friends,  it  still  cairied  with  it  certain  conipens.ati(Uis, 
Utr  as  the  is'w]  <r\vw  older  she  soon  hecanie  an 
iniportatit  factoi'  in  her  hiune.  hy  takint,'  upon  herself 
ii  hiijre  portion  of  the  W(uk  in  the  plantations. 
.Moieovei',  when  she  married,  her  p.ircMits  received 
ii  valuahle  marriage  present,  as  well  as  a  son-indaw 
upon    whom,  accordinjj;   to   the  custom  of  the   land, 
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tlii'\  cdiilii  (mII  fill  ;ui\  .>|in  i,il  \M)ik.  i<v  if  in  ;iii\- 
ilitiii  lilt  i<'>.  uliiNt  lie  aiiil  Ins  v  ifc  were  t'.\|)t'(t<'(| 
til  I'f  tluit  till'  will'-  [ciK'tit-;  wen'  wt'll  aiipplit'd 
with    ti<li,    f'MnI,    ftc       I     kimw    iiii    i>|(|    tium    in    this 

VlNlLji'     wllci     WMIltt'il     snllH'      IllntlfW    .ind     So     ll»>      scllf 

\V(ii(|  til  his  sMii  in  l,i\v  (fi>it\-  livi'  nnh's  awav)  to 
^i'ImI  liMii  --iiiMi'  "  iiililicr.  Now  till'  iijil  inan's 
(laiiL'htiT  hail  lirrii  ijiMil  fiii'  sonif  tiiiii',  aiiij,  I  think. 
aiiiithiT  WDiiian  iiMLTiiril  m  Iut  sti-ad,  llnwcNt'i'.  the 
sun  ill-law  callcil  Ins  fiii'iiils  ti);_n>tlit'r  and  tnld  thcni  <>f 

tl Id    man's    nM|ni'>t.   and   ntT   thcv    ui'iit    iiitn   th<' 

liii-h  in  ^I'arch  •>!  "  luiihcr."'  Thi'v  did  imt.  hnWi'viT, 
<aii'  til  cany  tlii'  nihlicr  the  limi,'  distance  of  tliirtv- 
tivc  iiiih's,  so  sold  it  to  a  trader  and  sent  the  inoiiev 
to   t  he  old    man      a  sum  of  t'.». 

No  L'i'l  e\('r  entertains  anv  fear  of  iiltiinatelv 
heidiniiiLr  an  old  niaid  ;  fm  even  if  no  \'oiinif  iniin 
claims  hef,  she  lieeonics  the  wife  of  u  widower. 
DuriiiLT  nianv  \eais'  residence  in  these  islands.  I 
ha\e  known  oi  one  real  native  wo, nan  only  wlio 
ua>  unable  to  secure  a  liiisl)and.  and  this  was  proljahlv 
owinir  to  the  iact  that  she  was  \erv  serofiiloiis  and 
slii_ditl\-  inil)ecile. 

It   is  the    recoirnised   diitv   of  all   <fiils  to   marrv 
a   duty   they   fultil   as   a    matter  of  course,   evid(Mitlv 
reuMrdinLr    inarria<re    and    cliild-l)earing    as    the    one 
oiiject  of  theii'  existence. 

hiiectly  a  wife  liecoiiies  a  mother,  her  hiisWand 
no  lontrer  s|)eaks  of  her  as  ■'  mv  wife."  Imt  "  the 
bearer,  or  carrier,  of  mv  children  "  •"■  iftinekonif." 
Xeither  do  her  |)arents  sj)eak  anv  longer  of  her 
as  "  my  daughter."  but  "'  the  bearer  of  mv  grand- 
children "  "  ifeping."  Tlie  children  are  of  the  first 
impoitance. 
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WkIiiws  uimI  widowers  of  the  (•ointnoiu'is  wciv 
always  at  lilxMty  to  inarrv  wliom  niid  when  they 
woiihl.  hut  the  wi(h)W  of  a  irieat  chief  h)st  easte  if 
she  lH'(;uiie  the  wife  of  a  luaii  of  lower  rank-  than  her 
former  hushaiid.  and  was  h.oked  upon  with  ill-favour 
l>y  all  loyal  subjects  of  the  late  kinir. 

The  propertv  of  a  dead  chief  was  ^'enerallv  divided 
amongst  his  numerous  wives  an<l  children,  the  land 
heiiifr  reserverl,  howevei'.  for  the  males.  Alanv  of  these 
wives  ranked  little  higher  than  servants.  Thoy  lived 
and  worked  together,  not  without  nmch  bickering 
and  (piarrelling  :  but  thev  were  kept  within  reasonable 
li'Minds  bv  wife  Xo.  ].  wh,.  usuallv  occupied  the  .same 
hut  as  her  lord  and  master. 

Among  a  people  ,so  nearlv  n?n]ihibious  as  the 
Lovaltv  Islanders  one  might  surelv  expect  to  find 
a  tuodicum  of  cleanliness;  but  as  a  matter  of  fact 
the  peop|(.  were  e.vceedingly  dirty  in  tlieii'  habits, 
that  is  to  say  accoiding  to  oiii'  ideas  of  cleanliness. 

Tlieii'  methods  of  working,  cooking,  sleepiiii:.  the 
scarcity  of  g(,od  water,  the  absence  of  anv  larrre 
utensils  for  liohling  water,  and  their  utter  lack  of  anv 
appn'ciation  of  the  real  meaning  i.f  cleanliness,  all  of 
couise  contributed  to  this  result.  It  is.  however,  only 
fair  to  them  to  state  that  manv  universal  Kun-peaii 
practices  till  them  with  disnust  and  loathing,  and  we 
are  often  regarded  bv  them  with  pitiful  eves  as  being 
ignoiant  of  the  common  demands  of  deeencv.  Thev 
are  too  polite  to  make  rhi.s  feeling  too  evident,  but  it  is 
unmistakably  there. 

They  bathed  often  in  the  sea.  but  owing  to  the 
practice  of  oiling  their  bodies,  ami  the  natural 
greasiness  of  their  skins,  this  nu.de  of  washing  was 
anvthing  but  effective. 
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( >cc:i-i(in;illv  tli('\-  \\;i>lu'il  tli:'ir  liiiiiils.  hv  takiiiir 
ii  inniitliful  (if  Wiitcr  iiiid  Icttinii  it  tidw  (nir  in  a  thin 
stream  <iv(>r  tliciii,  ruliliiiiLr  tlicin  touctlici-  all  tlic 
\vliil<'.  just  as  we  dd. 

Iti  spite.  Iiiiwevei-.  f)f  oil.  tilth,  and  dirt  .he  people 
jieispired  ver\-  I'reeK-.  anil  after  an\-  unusual  e.xei'tion 
they  threw  oil'  an  odour  that  was  soniethinir  to  lie 
retueinheied  f(U'  its  far-reaehin^f  doulile-distilleil  .un- 
<iencv,  huriufrthe  inanv  veai's  I  have  li\ed  auionj^st 
them.  I  have  nexcr  noticed  what  the  lat<'  I!.  I-. 
Stevenson  calls  "the  hot.  clnn/  smell  of  men  and 
women.""  I  wonilei' whcthci' he  refcis  to  the  smell  of 
certain  swtM't-scented  woods,  sometimes  used  in  their 
hous(>s  as  tirewiiod.  which  clmsis  ai)out  their  hodics 
and  is  decidedlv  ajireeahle. 

Vcw  things  were  unclean  to  the  natives  of  these 
islands.  I>unmn<j:  soi(\s  were  left  iwposcd.  and 
ulcerous  matter  was  allowed  to  accumulate  and  ovei'- 
tlow  on  to  the  adjacent  paits  of  tlu^  l(od\-  ;  or,  if 
wi|)ed  ofV  with  the  tinirers.  it  was  cither  left  to  drv 
on  the  hands,  or  tiansferred  \<>  the  nearest  mat  or 
tree. 

Mucus  fiom  the  children"s  noses  was  treated  in  the 
same  way.  or  drawn  oil'  hv  the  mother's  mouth. 

lace  weic  seaiched  for  in  each  others  heads,  and 
cracked   iietween  the  teeth  with  appai'ent  relish. 

I5ut  in  spite  "t  their  ncirlcct  of  all  hvtrienic  laws  of 
cleanliness,  these  dirtv.  lazv.  ixood-tenijiei'ed  people 
seem,  liv  all  accounts,  to  have  enjoved  sf)leiidid 
health,  and  were  almost  etitirel\-  free  from  infectious 
oi'  contagious  diseases.  Rut  now.  alas  1  with  ad- 
\aucinu  ci\'ilisatioii  liaxi'  come  consimijition.  lepros\'. 
and  many  othcM'  toreijxn  diseases,  which  are  carr\"iiiif 
•  ill   the   people   in   ".neat   numhers  ;     -o   much   so  that 


They  Uiv>li''il  th-ir  hands  l)y  -'Ifiiiu'  a  nmuthful  r.f  uat.i- aii.l  all..%ritv4 
it  til  lliiw  mit  ill  a  tliiri  ^ti>ain  nvi  r  thi'ir  liarids. 
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tilt'  |)(i])uliiti()ii  lias  failcMi  (ill'  coiisidcralilv  at  present 
it  is  ali.Kist  stationarv. 

The  principal  ailments  (if  the  Loyalty  Islanders 
were  hilioiisness  (sienemenijot),  scrofulous  sores 
(piang(it).  boils  (thewek),  skin  eiuptions,  headache, 
sore  evt's.  decline.  "  wewa."  and  "  i<^enua  "'  :  this 
last  was  a  kind  of  fever,  accompanied  hv  local  swell- 
ings, and,  so  far  as  1  know,  quite  peculiar  to  these 
)icoplt'.  The  swelliiitrs  were  of  a  pur])le  colour,  and 
were  })receded  liy  a  iiad  headache.  Thev  were  too 
painful  to  be  touched,  but.  1  am  told  were  never 
fatal.  The  disea.se  disap])eared  aftei'  a  time,  if  the 
patient  avoided  salt  water  and  constantly  bathed  the 
jiarts  atfect«>d  in  fresh  water. 

The  "  wewa  "  was  described  as  a  creeping  sensation. 
|)assiiig  from  one  part  of  the  body  to  another,  and 
tiiially  settling  in  (Uie  spot,  in  the  form  of  an  abscess. 
Still  another  of  thest>  peculiar  ailments  was  an  absenee 
of  sensation.  The  nerves  refused  d  .tv.  and  the 
body  lelt  numb.  Native  medicines  for  these  maladies 
seem  to  be  losing  their  efHeacv,  and  the  people  find 
that  a  few  doses  of  Kpsom  salts  or  sulpluir  are  usually 
moie  efi'ective. 

Hilt  although  there  were  few  di.seases.  there  were 
many  doctois,  and  each  of  these  was  a  specialist. 
'Flifir  medicines  w(Me  the  common  lieibs  and  bushes 
that  grew  wild  all  over  the  island.  Everyone  was  at 
lil)erty  to  gather  and  administer  them  ;  but  thev 
would  be  quite  iiudVective.  as  medicines,  unles.s 
administered  by  the  right  peison  :  even  when  the 
medicine  hiuJ  been  given  bv  the  right  doctor,  its 
e|f(>cts  could  be  neutralised,  or  a  relapse  caused,  if  the 
compen.sation,  given  b^-  the  friends  of  the  invalid, 
was  below  the  doctor's  expectations. 
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The  pdwcr  ct  licaliii^'  li\-  n;it!\('  iiicdicinc  (ddsiiiii) 
was  (•((ii^idcicil  til  lie  lif'M'ilitaiv  :  it  cDiild.  Ikiwcxit.  he 
b('>.fu\v('(l  (III  a  fiicinl.  in  paNiiiciit  toi-  soiuf  special 
sciAicf  rcndrinl. 

I'Im'  IcaNi's  (it  plants  wcic  (ittcn  clicwcd  and  spat 
(111  tlic  part-  alVcctcil  (some  cases  (if  leprosv  liaxc  (if 
late  years  lieeii  aliiKist  certainlv  tiace(l  t(i  this  ciist(ini)  : 
(itlier  lea\-es  were  liiuised  and  sdaked  in  watei'  the 
Water  lieintx  iiidiilied  in  lai<re  (|iiantities.  sdiiK^tinit^s 
liuckettiil-  lieitiL'  necessarv  t(i  etVcct  a  cure.  In 
cases  (>t  \-erv  Vdiin^  cliildreii,  tlie  li(|iii(l  was  poured 
into  t  he  iiiduth.  eyes,  ears,  and  iidse  to  en.-ure  the  child 
ha\'iiii:  a  proper  (\:)Si\ 

Other  nieilicinal  leaves  w  w  soaked  in  water,  and 
th(>  water  was  poui'(>d  ov(>r  the  hodv,  niakiiifz  it 
deliuhtfullv  cool  and  pleasant.  But  the  faxduiito 
medicine,  the  one  which  was  free  to  all.  re(piirin(T 
neither  doctor  nor  [)a\-inent.  was  the  water  from  the 
sea  (time  linaireje). 

This  salt  water  was  considered  to  ii(>  a  panacea 
tor  the  majority  of  ailments  that  m.-in  was  heir  to. 
It  oULzht.  howevei'.  to  he  taken  in  the  orthodo.x  wav. 
The  patient  si  nl  waist  deep  in  the  sea.  and  with  a 
small  hunch  of  lea\-es  she.  or  a  friend.  ;ave(|  the 
water  into  her  mouth  until  she  telt  she  could  not 
p(issil)ly  take  more  (from  one  to  two  (gallons  was 
consid(>re(l  eiioiiifh  for  aiivone).  after  which  she 
wade(|  ashore,  and  la\  down  under  the  shade  of  the 
friendiv  \)n\ui  trees,  to  irive  the  medicine  time  to  do  it.s 
work. 

<)ccasionall\-.  whilst  restin;.'.  tiie  patient  became 
veiy  thi  sty  ;  and  having  foieseen  this,  she  siipjjlicd 
herself  with  a  little  fresh  water,  which  also  assisted 
the  action  of  the  salt.     The  medicine  generally  took 


1  liuNKiNc   Salt  Watiu. 

Salt  wntcT  wMs  n  paiui.-.  a  for  tlic  iiuij.inty  oi  tin  ir  iiilincilv.      Ji  ,,,i,rl,i 
lin\\..\,.r.  t..   b<' tukcii  in  the  (irthodnx  Mittiiti.M'. 
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ctlVct  in  alidiit  littti'ii  ininiiti's.  cithri'  as  an  ajx'rii'nt 
(ir  an  ctuctic.  alter  uliicli  tin-  patient  telt  she  was 
cleansed  iKjm  all  su|iertiu(iiis  Kile,  ami  (juite  readv  to 
gorjje  and  eii|ny  lieiself  aj^'ain.  Hut  the  people  did  not 
al\\a\'s  escape  so  easilv.  ( )c(asioiiall\'  the  stomach 
became  so  diste. .ded  that  serious  internal  injurv. 
and  sometimes  death,  was  the  result.  Hut  cases  of 
this  kind  were  very  rare,  and  the  disaster  was  irsuallv 
attriliuteil  to  other'  causes;  s(»  that  the  reniedv  is 
almost  as  populai'  to(la\'  as  iti  olden  times. 

If  a  child  talks  in  his  sleep,  he  must  ha\e  a  dose  of 
salt  wat(M'.  The  children  often  ohject  to  this  tri'at- 
inent.  Imt  there  is  no  escape  ;  foi'  the  mothei'.  in  her 
aii.Kietx'  f(U'  the  welfare  of  her  cliild.  pushes  his  liead 
under  tlie  water  and  holds  it  there  until  he  is  ohliijed  to 
open  liis  mouth,  and  so  swallow  a  certain  amount  of 
water.  Not  veiv  lon^'  aj^o  a  l>ituan  woman  adopted 
this  plan,  and  when  she  released  her  child  she  fouml 
he  was  dead. 

Ifead-  and  stomach-ache,  and  all  hilious  attack.s, 
well'  mostlv  cuiimI  hv  this  valuahle  medicine,  which 
was  also  taken  foi'  cleansin;.r  purposes  at  almost  everv 
period  and  impoitant  event  in  a  native's  life,  seeint; 
that  it  had  the  hiffh  reputation  of  freeinjj;  the  patient 
from  most  impurities,  hoth  internal  and  e.xteinal. 

Theic  was  one  kind  of  luMtlache.  however,  which 
was  not  amenahle  to  this  simple  remedy  ;  ami  in  this 
case  it  was  necessary  to  call  in  a  sjiecialist,  who 
generallv  diagnosed  that  some  foreign  substance 
had  found  lodgment  inside  the  sufferer's  head,  and  tliat. 
unless  it  were  removed,  the  patient  would  ceitainlv 
die.  The  substance  might  be  han'.  stones,  or  .sheiks, 
accoi'ding  to  the  s|)eciality  of  the  doctoi'.  His  seivice.s 
were    therefore    requisitioned.      He    had,    of    cuur.se, 


^    .0. 


(ii.xi   lilirniS.  MAlMilACKS,  AM)  DKATIlS  l!)7 


expcctrd  this,  ami  had  l)i(iiijfht  the  iiia^'ical  appatatiis. 
which  (■•insisted  o!  a  small  Imncli  <if  leaves  tied 
top'thei',  as  well  as  a  few  stiia'l  stones,  shells,  cir  hairs, 
as  the  case  ie(|tiii('d.  There  Wdiild  piciliahh-  lie  inanv 
sjiectators.  hut  in  tin'  hustle  anil  excitement  nmie 
Wduld  notice  the  doctor  secicte  the  propiietarv 
(iliject  whether  stones  or  shi'lls  i?isidc  the  liuncli 
of  lea\es.  He  lie^aii  the  operation  liy  commandin^f 
the  patient  to  kneel  down  liefore  him  and  close  her 
eves,  lie  then  jxave  her  a  smart  switch  across  the 
head  and  face  with  the  hunch  of  leaves,  when  heliold, 
to  the  amazement  of  the  onlookers,  a  small  stone 
dioppcd  out  ol  the  patient  s  head.  This  process  was 
repeated  as  many  times  as  there  weri'  supposed  to 
he  stones  ;!i  the  invalid's  head  (or  in  the  doctor's 
switch),  after  which  the  patient  was  pronounced  out 
of  dan^fer,  and  she  heiself  declared  the  pain  was 
fpiite  <rone  :  evidentlv  a  case  of  hiith-healing.  The 
stones  were  inunediatelv  hurnt.  lest  thev  should 
enter  a  .second  time  iii*^o  the  sufVeier's  head,  and  thus 
cause  a  recurrence  of  all  the  pain  and  expense. 

A  fiie/id  of  iinne  suffered  veiv  much  at  one  time 
from  headaches,  caused,  thi'  doctor  said,  hv  one  or 
two  hairs  which  had  ^rot  inside.  She  consented  to 
have  tliem  icmoved  ;  hut  in  her  ca.se  the  doctoi'  was 
not  successful  in  curini;  the  headache.  It  may  have 
heen  my  fiiend's  fault — I  am  afiai<l  she  was  lacking 
in  faith  (she  was  the  same  woman  who  .said  she 
helieved  the  irmon  could  not  i(>store  good  teeth 
for  had  ones),  foi'  she  told  me  she  neither  l)elieved 
in  the  doctoi's  ahilitx^  noi'  honestv.  and  that  she  had 
.seen  two  oi  three  hairs  Iving  hetween  his  lingers 
biforc  he  perfoiined  the  opeiatioii     lience  the  failure. 

These  doctors  (teiie  Jcsiiio)    were  a  class  distinct 
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tiorii  the  "  mivlicitic  man."  or  wizanl  (tciio  liazc). 
who  Worked  liv  the  iiist  iiiiii('iitalit\-  o|  s|)iiits  or 
(Icimuis,  uliiNt  thf  doctors  wfit"  all  sti|)))oscd  to  use 
iiM'di(  lilt's. 

Soiiictiiiics  the  two  arts  seemed  to  m«'ii.'e  into  eacli 
otlicr,  and  the  ma^'ical  element  was  inti-odiiced  into 
tile  ordiiiaiN-  praetiee  of  me(|:e:ii('.  .\  eeitiiiii  ritual 
was  ottcn  necessary  heloic  the  meilicine  could  ciTect 
its  curt':  and,  as  already  statcil,  the  cure  depended 
'^vt'ii  iiKut'  on  the  administiattu'  of  tlie  medicine 
than  on  the  meilicine  itself. 

There  was  still  a  third  kind  of  heailache  in  which 
neither  stones,  shells,  hairs,  noi-  anv  such  tliinirs  had 
any  part,  the  curin;:  <>t  which  retjiiired  sttoiiif  measures 
ami  <ireat  skill.  S')methiii<f  was  wroni;  wir h  the  liiain. 
and  the  doctors  had  recourse  to  trepaiiuiiiif. 

The  onlv-  sur<rieal  in-triimeiit  used  for  this  ilelicate 
operation  was  a  small  |)iece  of  haiuhoo  cane,  or  a 
sharp  shell  or  stone.  One  |)articulai'  kind  of  stone 
which  was  in  <rreat  demand  for  this  purpose  was 
tound  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains  of  Xew  ( 'aledonia. 
It  was  brittle,  ami  could  be  easilv  split  into  small 
.sharp  pieces,  like  bits  of  broken  ^la.ss. 

The  operation  of  trepanninir  was  as  follows. 
The  scalp  was  cut  loose  fioin  three  sides  of  the 
litjad  and  laid  carefullv  b,- -k.  The  skull  was  then 
well  .serapeil  in  the  spot  where  the  pain  was  felt  to 
hf.ve  been  greatest,  ''(fore  b('(fitinin<r  t)perations, 
tl.e  surgeon  had  j)repaied  a  piece  of  young  coeoimt 
shell,  by  soraf)ing  it  smooth  and  thin.  This  was  now 
ti.xed  on  tlie  skull,  to  cover  the  portion  which  had 
been  scraped.  Should  the  |)atieiit  happen  to  faint 
during  the  operation  for  of  course  no  aiuesthetics 
were   used    -the   surgeon   coin{)lacently   waited    until 
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(Diix  idiisiicss  ictiii  ikmI.  a  wliitt'  iiiaii  \\\\i>  onii' 
w  It  iit'sst'il  tins  (i[)fiati(iii  pi'iloiiiicil  at  I'sca  mi  a 
lad  aliniit  twt'Kc  \cais  nt  ai,'('  ili'.s(ril)eil  to  iiic  tin' 
pidccss  as  liiildws.  The  liov  lavdowii  oil  t he  ;^|(MII1<I, 
and  a  cut  was  iiiadt'  <>ii  his  scalp  iii  the  form  of  a  (  ros>. 
n'achiii^'  almost  from  car  to  car.  I)uriii<.;  the  whole 
operation  fresh  water  was  droppinjf  on  the  wound  to 
wash  a\\a\'  the  lilood.  The  piece  of  coconut  shell 
used  in  tliis  case  was  from  an  old  nut,  and  alioiit  the 
size  of  a  dollar  piece.  The  operation  occii|)ied 
perliaps  an  hour  ;  when  it  was  o\-ei-  the  hul  stood  up, 
and.  resting,'  his  hand  on  liis  mothers  shoulder,  walked 
perhaps  one  hiinilrc(|  \ards  to  theii'  own  hut.  The 
scalp  was  stitched  with  a  nee(||e  made  from  the  win<r- 
i»one  of  a  tlvinjx  fo.\  and  some  of  their  own  twine, 
which  was  tine  and  stroiijf. 

That  this  opeiatioii  has  in  no  way  atTected  the  l)ov"s 
intelligence  1  can  confidently  affirm.  He  was  one  ot 
the  liovs  in  our  ixiarding  school,  and  he  is  now  one 
of  our  most  valued  pastors  on  Xew  Caledonia.  1 
think  he  can  speak  four  or  five  languages  other  than 
his  own.  and  he  has  been  very  useful  in  helping  the 
Freneii  missioner  to  translate  the  Scriptures  in  the 
New  Caledonian  vernacular. 

Tliis  l)ov  undorw.'iit  the  oj)erati(in  once  onlv  : 
hut  1  have  known  natives  (ji'  Uvea  wl;o  have  siih- 
mitted  to  the  operation  of  trepanmng  several  times, 
until  ont>  might  believe  that  nearly  the  whole  top  of 
their  heads  must  he  a  kind  of  mosaic  work  of  coco- 
nut shell. 

Biiii.sed  bones  rvere  treated  ii\  tlie  same  way  as  the 
skull  :  tliat  is.  tlie  bone  was  sciaped  and  a  piece  of 
shell  apj)lied. 

In  place   of  the   lance   of  stone,   or  shell,   a   >;iiall 
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p'wvc  (if  lirokiMi  glass  is  iiou  used,  cxcri  in  prcffn-iico 
t"  a  kiiitr.  I'"iir  hoils  and  swrllmirs  a  mtv  neat  little 
lance  was  f(.ini('rl\  ux'd.  It  ((insisted  df  ,i  t\\\^. 
alxiiit  a  tdot  lonir,  cut  ftdni  a  [laiticulai-  tree  winch 
was  su|)|»(>s«'(l  tu  lie  (|,ntc  tivc  fmrii  all  |iniN,,nc.us 
pn.pcififs.  A  pait  was  cIki-cii  on  winch  wcic  one 
'■r  two  ImulT  thiii-ns.  The  twig  and  thoin  wcic  kept 
well  scraped  and  sniduthed.  in  icadiness  lui-  anv 
etneigeiicv.  'i"he  thuin  was  place(|  ovei'  the  middle 
of  the  lioil,  and  was  sharply  tapped  two  m  three 
tunes  with  a  piece  <i[  verv  light  wnod,  so  that  it 
penetrated  the  tlesh.  Init  not  so  far  as  the  hone. 

I^aiicing  was.  and  still  is.  a  fa\(.urite  renied\-  for  all 
kinds  of  knocks  and  hruises.  aches  and  pains,  not 
♦'xceptini,'  headaches,  in  order,  it  is  sjiid.  to  let  out 
the  had  Mood.  It  seems  to  irive  the  siiiyeicr  ival 
pleasure  to  he  alile  to  say  after  an  opeiatioii  that  the 
hidod  is  Mack  (wetewet),  /vvy  hlack.  >howing  that  the 
ailment  merited  the  operntiuji. 

Some  time  ago  there  was  an  epidemic  of  mea>|e,s 
oil  the  island,  and  maiiv  of  the  sick  children  hecame 
delirious.  ( »ne  man.  a  [iifuan.  .seeing  hi>  son  in  this 
state,  attrihiited  it  at  once  to  a  surplus  of  had  l.lood 
in  the  head.  Thinking  to  give  relief,  he  cut  his  child's 
head  to  let  out  the  had  hlood  ;  hut  to  his  great  L'rief 
his  c'lnld  died,  whilst  almost  e\-er\-  other  child  re- 
covered. 

.Man\-  vears  after  a  knock  or  hruise  has  heeii 
receive(|  the  accident  is  held  lesponsihlo  for  certain 
aches  and  pains,  especially  if  thev  happen  to  he  any- 
where ahout  the  head  :  a  part  of  the  hodv  which  is 
regarded  as  sp.ecially  delicate  hv  the  natives.  They 
never  attril)uted  a  headache  to  a  disordered  stomach. 
Kverv  j.ain   was  .supj)o,se(l  to   he  either  caused   hv  an 
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f\ill\'  (lis|i(isr(i  sdrccicr.  i>v  \<<  li,i\<'  a  flistiiictK'  local 

Slidiild  tlicii'  lir  anv  Inii^'  (l''la\  ill  tlii'  (iisappca raiicc 
nt  the  luntaiM'llc  of  a  child's  craiiimii.  t  l;c  <lchiv  was 
•  itt  iiiiiitcd  to  incest  nil  f  lie  [lait  of  (iiic  or  liot  h  parents  ; 
atui  It  ua>  l)clic\cil  thai  it  iiothiiii;  was  done  the 
head  would  liecoiiie  so  enlari;ed  that  the  child  wr)iild 
either  die  or  lieconie  insiine  ;  hut  e\cn  f(M-  this  the 
Lo\alt\'  Islanders  had  a  reniedw  The  ;iati\e  suii^eon 
made  a  cuttiiiii  in  the  small  head,  and  with  his  fingers 
prolied  alioiit  inside  the  wound  until  he  reached 
tfie  soft  |)lace.  and  over  this  he  plastereii  chewed 
liiish  or  leaves  to  cause  the  hones  to  cement. 

Scrofulous  i,dands  called  "  kumalos,"  sweet  pota- 
toes— were  iinariahlv  cut  out  h\-  the  sur<,'eon  with 
his  primitive  little  shell  lance.  The  tumour  was 
held  hv  the  tliumh  and  fiiij;er  of  the  left  hand  :  then, 
|iidlial)lv  ij,'iioiant  of  all  risk  of  seveiinj.;  an  arterv. 
the  doctor  cut  the  di.seased  inland  clean  awav.  If 
the  jiaticnt  hied  more  profiiselv  th^iu  usual,  native 
mediciiH's  weic  [)lustere(l  over  the  wound,  to  check 
the  liieiiiorrhaiie. 

There  wore  also  a  few  casi^s  of  olopliantiasis.  which 
were  reirarded  as  inciirahle.  and  which  now.  fortu- 
nately, seem  to  have  quite  died  out. 

Idiots  and  deaf  and  diimh  p(Msons  were  supposed 
to  he  hearini;  the  ])enaltv  of  the  shortcomin<j;s  of  theii' 
j)arents.  or  were  tlieniselves  oh.sessed  hv  devils. 
A  servant  fiirl  once  told  me  tliat  one  of  her  uncles 
was  in.sane  and  went  alioiit  the  village  talking  to 
himself.  The  natives  ihoiight  he  must  he  conversing 
with  invii^'ible  devils  ;  and  heing  afraid  lest  the  man 
should  gain  superhuman  power  over  them,  they 
determined  to  put  hiiu  to  death.     They  dug  a  deep 
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Imli'  in  '!<■  r.iitli.  ,inil  nidcicil  tlir  nun  tn  uct  in>it|('. 
At  lii^t.  \i  r\  n.it  iii,ill\-,  lir  ul)|f(tc(|.  hut  >iilisf(|iicntlv, 
■  iltt'i    mtiili    |ici^ii,i>iun,    thcv   ;.'i't    Inm    intn   the    Imlc. 

In  ■-|>lti'  (if   hl>  i-nt  IT.itlc^,   tin'   \  lll,l;icl  >   lii';_Mn   t.i  >l|(i\r| 

Ml    till'   r.iitli     Willi    tlii'ii    li^iinl-.    iiriiil    ;  lit'    niiin    u.is 

ri'ni|)|i'ti'l\  iiillii'il.  Tlir  |ii'u|ilc  t  lii  .iii.'llt  tli.lt  !iv 
l)iii\in;_'  hiiii  tlif\-  WdiiM  ili'^tiiiv  iiml  Ihii\-  tlif  iii'\ils 
tli;it    |iiivvrssiMl    hilii. 

N.lt  i\  I'  ill  ictul  -   h;ii|  il    \  t'l  \'   |i|:ii|sii)|c   U   I  \'  ( if  ,|l'Ci  ilMit 
nil.'    Inr    i'VCI\-     kinil    nt    (li^r.l^r.    r\ii'|)t     ilrrlinc        T!ii> 

L'liMliiiil     \v.i>tiiii;    ;i\v,i\-    i.f    tl,i'    IhhIn-     witliiiiit     piiiii. 

•  mil  With  nil  ii|>|);iivnt  ciusc,  \\,i>  .1  hi,., it  riivstrrv  to 
'lii'iii  ;  tlii'ir  M'rnii'il  >iiiiii't liin<.f  >ii  iiniMnns'  jlmiit  it 
that  i'\ci Aiiiic  ilfiiilcil  thf  |patii'nt  inii^t  In-  oliscsscij 
tiv  ili'iiiiiiis  ;  ,iiii|  iiltli(iii<.rh  ,1--  a  iiilc  natives  witc 
cxiccilinL'lv  kiinl  tu  their  >iik  mies.  in  this  case  tliev 
were  SI,  teriilieil  that   tlie\-  refiiseil  tn  enter  the  huiise 

•  if  the  iii\ali(l.  oi-  I'MMi,  in  sume  cases,  tn  sii|,[i|\-  him 
with  food. 

Sore  eves  weir  -upnnscil  tu  he  indicted  hv  departeil 
spii'its  (Ml  tiiiive  will,  (lareil  tu  \i'ntiire  tiiu  near  the 
place  wheic  their   liodies   had    heen   iiiteired. 

The  lilindness  of  ujd  a^'e  \\a>  no  dmiht  accelerated 
l>V  the  ciinstaiit  sni()kilie>s  uf  tlieil-  liilts.  m  hv  the 
difTereiit  niedicines  applied  tu  the  e\-es  fur  the  cine  of 
ofilithalniia.  ui'  fium   hilii>ii>ness. 

I'iniple>  ,,!■  hardness  oi  skin  uii  a  chikrs  hudv 
wore  said  tu  he  caused  hv  the  niutlier  liaviniT  (*aten 
tf;u  niiich  shark  ur  papaw  apple. 

Massajfinii  was  practised  hy  all,  hut  inure  esjieciallv 
I)v  the  wuineii.  The  hitter's  identic  and  ([iiiet  patience 
in  pressitifT  and  sipieezinir.  in  pattiii<r  an<l  stiokinij;, 
and  theii'  cuum^'-  words  of  svnipathv.  -.ei-e  verv 
soutliini,^  to  the  patient,  and  helped  him  to  lorjret  his 
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pjiin   .iikI   iittcii   liilli-i|    liiiM   to  s|tT|).     Tlir   Im'Iiiil'  "t 

(•ri'f|)llirv-,    i,\     tllMlilitll'^.-,     (P|    111'     t,lt:u||i.    (riiidlKlllv     'll>- 

a|p|M'.iici|  iiiiil"!  tlicir  Mint  liitiL:  iiiliiiiMicc, 

I'liiM'-      |\-.i\Vn)      wch'      iiiii\t'|s,i|,      T1m'\-      i_'<'H<'liill\' 


(  nri  11    u  iTii    'V.is  \s 

Siiinrllnics  I  h'M>  sriivs  covrr  .il  tli.    litlli-  liodv 
Irnrii  lii'ixl  to  foul. 


attackt'il  cliildifti  of  two  (>v  tlirci'  vears  of  ago,  that  is. 
soon  alter  lli«  v  wcic  wcaiitMl,  and  >oniftinu'.s  coverod 
the  littlo  l)odv  from  head  to  toot  with  ,scal)-lii\e  soivs, 
iipoi;  wliich  greedy  tlios  feasted  from  sunrise  to  sunset. 
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Tuiiiis  usually  disappcaicd  att(M'  alioiit  twelve  months  : 
l)Ut  occasionally  tliev  I'oirne  I  lai'i^e  ulcerated  sores 
whicli  \ver(>  most  ohstiuate  in  liealinjf.  One  niethod 
of  cuiinir  tliese  sores  was  to  scrape  off  the  (op  with  a. 
small  piece  of  wood  so  as  to  let  out  the  had  hlood, 
and.  as  the  natives  thoujiht.  to  hasten  lecovery. 
We  have  a  <rentlei'  method  in  these  davs  we  hnd  a 
salve  made  from  <freast>.  powdeicd  horax.  and  sul- 
phate of  coppei'  is  most  eli'ectne. 

Tonas  ahout  the  mouth  wei-e  paiticidarlv  dreaded, 
not  so  much  because  of  the  pain  they  caused  as  the 
fear  that  they  mirrlit  peiinanentiv  ilistoit  the  mouth. 
'■  'I'ona  mouth  "  was.  and  still  is.  a  term  of  derision  and 
scorn. 

.\notlier  species  of  tonas  attackel  oldei'  and  jirown- 
up  p;Mip|(>  nil  the  soles  of  tUo  teet  Some  of  these 
re.semhied  soft  corns  or  stone  hrui.ses,  hoth  kinds  heintr 
verv  painful  as  well  as  difficult  to  cure.  The  soft 
tonas  are  now  lanced,  and  tlH>  hard  ones  frecpientlv 
disappear  after  two  or  tluce  applications  of  sulphate 
of  copper.  Larjie  cracks  often  appear  on  the  soles 
of  the  f(>et.  and  i^ive  almost  as  much  pain  as  the  tonas. 
They  siMMii  to  he  due  to  the  hai'dne.ss  and  drvness  of 
the  skill.  In  some  cases  they  obstiiiatelv  refuse  to 
heal  :  in  other.-  thev  close  up  after  frequent  wasliintr 
With  hot  water  and  many  applications  of  oil. 

Some  natives  are  greatly  disfiirured  by  a  frrm  of 
skin  dis(>ase  which  causes  wnite  patches  of  v;  ;  us 
shapes  and  sizes  to  foim  on  their  Ixidies.  usualh- 
on  their  hands  j;nd  feet.  Since  no  paiii  or  incoTi- 
venience  acoompani(  -  the  ailment  evervltodv  I'eiiards 
it  ]i<rhtly. 

Alhitio  ch'ldreii  were  looked  upon  with  meat 
dislavoiii.      Th.ev   weie  supposed   to  he  the  offspring 
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of  till'   white  owl   .itifl   to  |)ossoss  tlii'  spirit   of  thoir 
fatJK'i-     tlic  owl. 

\\i'  hii\"('  on  ['\'v.\  a  pcculiai'  spcciiufii  of  the 
alliiiio  fratcriiitv.  Ilf  is  |)iel)al(l  fi'oiii  head  to  foot. 
As  a  liov  lie  was  often  about  our  mission  pioinises, 
atnl  alwavs  icfianled  l)v  the  natives  as  a  kind  of  fieak. 


Now 


.  I 


le  1; 


''ettiiiir  old.  and.  stranue  to  relate,  two  of  his 


(■luidieii  have  inhei'ited  their  father's  disti^ureiiient. 
(Is  this  the  I'eirinninii  of  a  piebald  race  '.) 

Intestinal  woi'ins  wen'  caused,  as  evervliodv  he- 
lieveil.  I)v  eating  too  much  grea.se  and  too  many 
cocoiuits.  Thev  wei-e  inner  regarded  as  serious, 
and  were  easilv  got  rid  of  by  means  of  heilis.  I 
do  not  know  what  has  liccome  of  these  medicines, 
whethei'  thev  hav(>  died  out  or  lost  their  power  ; 
but  no  one  seems  to  know,  in  the.se  days,  of  a?iv  cure 
for  this  special  ailment,  e.vcept  that  ol)taiiied  from 
the  wliite  man's  land. 

The  liifuans  alwavs  said  that  toothac  he  was 
caused  bv  eating  wild  plums  "  wenemigdt."'  This 
fiuit  was  verv  acid,  and  inside  the  seeds  were  generallv 
found  small  grubs  ;  these  grubs  were  suppo.sed  to 
enter  the  teeth  and  to  cause  decom[)osition. 

The  natives  had  a  most  unicpie  method  of  cleaning 
out  tin'  e.  n«l  so  curing  deafness.     They  c-iught  a 

veiv  siui-.  ct     V'?r\    much   like  a    ladybird  -and 

this  thev  put  iriside  the  ear.  closing  up  the  aperture 
with  bits  of  raw  cotton.  When  they  thought 
it  had  tlioroughlv  done  its  duty  that  is.  had 
eaten  up  a  sufHcient  (piantitvo*'  cerumen  tli(>  cotton 
was  removed  and  the  insect  allowed  to  go  fiee. 

Another  of  the  old  time  l)eliefs  of  the  natives  was 
that  if  aiiv  woman  duriiit:  the  period  of  pregnancy 
were    to   witness    the    tearing    open    of    a   crawfish 
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OlU'   i-  U   |lirl>,||,|    I,,    an, I   >l,ailL-r   in   ivlat,-   Iw. 

rhililii-n  iiihi  lit  lli.-  .Ii>li;;iir  'Iim  iii. 


■I     Ins 


2oe 


cii.  \i  HIWTIIS.  MAL'IMACKS.  AM)  I  )KATllS -Jd? 


('*  riH'huiiifii    ')  lice  cliiM  would  ct'itiiiiiK-  lie  lioin  with 
ii  li;irr-li|). 

Xi'ar  ti>  till'  liuiisc  i)f  a  (•citaiii  (Icsccinlant  of  tho 
raiii-iiiaki  r  (if  this  (hstrict  n|'  Litu  thciv  is  to  In-  s('(mi 
a  piece  of  Hat  lock,  alidiit  tun  or  thice  feet  s(|iiare. 
which  is  known  liv  the  name  of  '"  I'nejreca  "  (t\\i>teil 
foot).  It  is  c<itn.aonl\-  li(>he\-e(l  that  if  an\-  woinaii 
who  is  (wpectinir  to  heconie  a  UK^ther  should,  inad- 
vertently or  otherwise,  walk  acidss  this  stone,  she  will 
<;i\-e  hirth  to  a  child  iiavinj^r  a  twisted  foot.  .Mv 
iidoianant  ol  this  cuiious  supeiriatural  Ix'lief  was 
e\identlv  a  linn  heiiever  in  it.  foi-  she  tried  to  prove 
Its  truth  hy  tellinj/  me  that  the  old  ni;ui.  who  still 
lives  on  the  s|)ot.  had  a  child,  a  grandchild,  and  the 
fhild  of  a  relation,  all  Iforii  with  this  deformitv. 
.\s  a  further  illustration  of  Tiative  sur<ier\-,  I  am  re- 
minded of  a  very  cruel  method  adopte(l  \i<  cure  the 
deformity  of  one  of  these  childien.  wlio.se  parents 
de|ilieratel\-  liurnt  the  sidt>  of  the  foot  that  touched 
the  iri'oiind  in  walkinij;  ;  so  that,  to  avoid  pain,  the 
poor  little  fellow  was  compelled  to  hrini:  the  iin- 
injiired  jiart  into  action  whenever  he  attempte(|  to 
walk.  It  is  said  that  the  plan  was  a  success  :  graduallv 
the  foot  was  strained  to  its  natiiial  position,  and 
is  now  strai<fht. 

Fractuicd  hones  were  usually  manipulated  a.s 
follows.  Kiist  the  flesh  ahitve  the  fiactur(>  was  cut 
open  to  tlH>  hone.  Then  a  (piantity  of  chewed  leaves 
from  a  tree  called  '"  Luluman  "'  was  spat  into  tJie 
opening.  Tlie  limh  was  tluMi  hound  up  with  splints 
taken  from  a  particular  tree  named  "■  Thulaniath," 
and  was  so  left  until  the  hone  united.  If  the  "  Thnla- 
inatli  "  was  not  available,  splints  were  taken  from 
otlier  trees,  hut  the  result.s  were  never  so  satisfactory. 
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TIktc  i-<  now  !i\-iii^f  in  the  village  of  Jdsip  a 
very  nMiowiicd  native  honcst'tttT  and  siir<,f('on.  lie 
lays  open  the  tlesli  of  tli(>  wound  as  desciilxMl  aiiovo. 
In  the  case  of  compound  fracture,  this  old  man  is 
said  to  reiuftve  all  frai;ments  of  broken  hone  with 
his  fingers,  and  to  replace  them  liv  nieces  of  hone 
taken  from  the  tlviii;^  fox.  Chewed  leaves  are 
inserted,  and  the  w  iiole  i)ound  up  as  hehuc  until  (piite 
healed. 

Tliis  old  man  has  the  reputation  of  heing  ahle  to 
straighten  crooked  spines.  Theie  is  a  woman  now 
living  ill  our  premises  who  has  been  oj)erated 
upon  liy  him  for  this  tioulile.  Ilei'  hack  is  certainlv 
quite  straiglit  now.  She  recently  described  to  me 
the  opeiation,  thus:  The  old  man  cut  open  the  ffesh. 
and.  inserting  his  fingei'  and  thumb,  took  hold  of  the 
crooked  vertebrie  and  held  it  firmly.  He  then 
ordereil  his  two  assistants,  one  of  whom  stood  at  the 
head  and  the  other  at  the  feet  of  the  patient,  to  give 
a  strong  simultaneous  pull.  While  this  was  being 
done,  the  old  man  by  some  dexterous  pressure  oi- 
manipulation  caused  the  verrtd)ne  to  return  to  their 
normal  position.  Native  medicines  were  then  applied 
in  the  usual  maimer,  after  which  she  was  ordered  to 
lie  quietly  on  her  back  for  a  week  or  so.  She  was 
also  instructed  to  do  ';;>  work  of  anv  kind  for  a  whole 
year.  The  operation  seems  to  liave  been  verv  painful, 
as  one  can  well  believe,  seeing  that  no  ana'sthetics 
were  used.  The  poor  woman  admitted  liavinir 
sufTered  agonies  foi'  some  d:iys.  It  is,  however,  a 
matter  of  common  ob.servation  by  Kuropeans  who 
have  seen  much  of  the  natives  that  thev  are  fa"  more 
capable  of  enduring  j)hysical  suffering  than  the 
generality   of    white    folks  ;     they   are    undoubtedly 
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ciidourd  with  stroii<r  nerves,  and  are  wondertiilly 
stoical  in  l)earinfr  all  kinds  of  pain  the  nature  and 
cause  ol  will  '1  they  understand.  It  is  not  so,  how- 
ever, when  they  aiv  attacked  hy  some  int<'rnal  pain 
such  as  colic,  neuraliriii.  etc.;  then  their  fortitufle 
entirely  deserts  them,  and  they  roll  about  the 
floor  and  <;ioan.  and  ciy  aloud  in  terror.  One  of  our 
monitors  was  once  siitferitig  in  this  wav.  We  rev'om- 
mended  hot  fomentations.  Shortly  afterward.s  his 
wife  came  to  tell  us  that  he  was  verv  angrv,  and 
threatene<l  to  .strike  her  if  she  dared  to  attempt  a 
second  applicition  of  the  hot  hhuds-et.  On  inquiry, 
we  le.iined  that  she  and  a  friend  iiad  each  held  tlie 
end  of  the  blanket,  and  had  dipped  the  middle  part 
in  \-eiy  hot  watei-  too  hot  for  them  to  touch  and 
h.'.d  l;dd  it  ali  drippin<:  "ii  the  patient's  stomach. 
His  stoicism  was  not  (piite  e(|ual  to  this  tn^itment, 
aithouoh  he  understood  it  well  eiiougji. 

Some  years  ajro  an  Tvean.  while  out  in  his  ca:;oe 
tor  the  puipose  of  killinfr  tish  witli  a  charge  of  dvna- 
mite.  h-i(l  the  misfoitune  to  blow  off  the  gicater  part 
of  his  right  hand  with  the  explosive.  Mv  husband 
went  to  s(M'  him.  and  was  surprised  to  find  hini 
silting  among  his  friends  discussing  the  accident 
atid  showing  t!iem  tlie  extent  of  his  injuries.  It 
was  obviously  a  case  for  amputation,  but  mv  husband 
had  not  tlie  necessary  suigical  knowledge  or  experience 
to  waiiant  his  underfj'king  the  operation.  Seeing 
his  n>luctance,  the  sufferer  at  once  enlisted  the 
services  of  one  of  the  natives  n,  the  hut.  wl.o.se  onlv 
reco?ninendation  was  that  he  had  once  seen  a 
similar  operation  performed.  The  amateur  surgeon 
successfully  cut  off  the  shattered  hand  at  the  wrist, 
and  with  no  otlier  in.-  rument  than  a  butcher's  knife, 
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iisiiig   a    pail-    of    twoozors   with    wliicli     to    take   up 
the  aitfiv. 

With  the  aihi'iit  of  the  foreii^MH-i,  ami  since  tlif 
natives  ha\-e  lieen  in  t!ie  hahit  of  yoin"  away  as  sailors, 
(ir  to  titul  work  in  other  countries,  nianv  torei^Mi 
diseases  liave  heeii  introduced,  such  as  dysentery. 
niPMsles.  coiisuiii|)tion.  influenza,  h'prosy.  etc.  These 
maladies  once  havinif  jfained  a  footing'  were  rapidly 
transmitted  from  one  to  anothei'.  The  natives  weic. 
and  indeed  are  to  the  ])resont  dav.  too  igndiaiit  and 
superstitious  to  attach  anv  importance  to  tJie  laws 
of  hv<riene,  or  to  submit  to  anv  rules  for  the  avoidance 
of  contagion.  To  hetrav  the  least  unwilliiiijness  to 
approach  an  invalid  sutTering  from  an  infectious 
disease  would  seem  to  hetrav  a  shocking  lack  ot 
svmpathv  ;  moreover,  a  native  who  absented  liimselt 
foi'  such  a  reason  would  be  bamied  by  the  whole 
communitv  as  a  conceited  upstart.  Public  opinion  is 
a  terrible  despot,  and  so  it  conies  to  pass  that,  in  spite 
of  all  warnings,  the  natives  still  contiiuie  to  crowd 
into  the  huts  of  their  sick  friends,  eat  and  drink, 
and  even  .slee-p  on  the  .same  mat,  puffing  at  the  same 
cigarette,  and  'Nchanging  clothing.  I  once  saw  a 
motliei'  take  a  covering  from  her  child  whose  body 
was  encrusted  with  "  tonas  "'  (yaws)  and  wrap  it 
around  another  of  lier  little  ones  whose  skin  was  as 
vet  (juite  clean  and  free  from  the  malady.  When  1 
remonstrated  with  her  she  politely  as.sented  to 
evervthing  \  said  ;  but,  continued  she  evidently 
feeling  that  I  had  misjudged  her  "  I  love  my  child 
who  lias  the  tonas."  meaning  that  hei'  love  for  the 
child  would  preclude  the  pos.si})ility  of  any  contaniina- 
tion  of  whatever  may  have  come  in  contact  with  his 
precious    bodv.     Love   is   stronger   than   reason   ani! 
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lo'.'ic.  and  I  liavc  no  doiiht  slic  licli. 'vcd  that.  Ihiwcxci- 
<l(>i>(\  iiiv  loiric  iiii(.rlit  he,  I  was  u  ,ict'iill\-  lacking'  iii 
iiiatt'itial  atVcctidii. 

.\    year   or   two   a^o   a    scat    was   set    apart    in    mir 
village  clmrcli   U>i  tlic  accoinniodiitidii  of  five  oi-  six 
of   the    natives    who    wciv    tliouplit    to    lie    lepers    iiv 
the     h)cal      governiu(Mit    doctoi'.    and     wci-e    stiictlv 
foiliiihlen  to  eat  or  sleep  oi-  nii.x  with  the  othef  nati\es. 
The    first    Sunday    after    the    new    airanrr(  merit.     1 
observed  that  only  one  of  the  suspects  had  had  the 
(ourat^'e  to  attend  the  service.      He  was  an  old  man, 
and  had,  of  course,  the  whole  seat  to  himself.    After 
a  little  time,  (xlaiicin<f  in   his  direction  a^ain,    I   was 
astonished  to  see  several  stronp.  healthy  women  sitting 
on  either  side   of  him.      Afterwaids,   on   mentioning 
the  matter  to  the  pastor,  and   blaming  him  for  not 
fully  warning  the  people  of  the  ri.sk  of  contamination, 
he   humlily  excused   their  conduct   hv  informing  me 
that  the  women   were  ""  foolish,"  for  the\-  knew  full 
well  the  risk  they  ran  ;    still  that  they  could  not  l)ear 
to  see  the  old  man  sitting  alone,  as  though  he  had  no 
friends,    and    so  their  sympathy  compelled  them  to 
share  the  seat  with  him. 

As  an  illu.stration  of  the  Lifuan's  want  of  the 
logical  faculty,  I  may  relate  the  following  .story. 
\  small  community  of  lepers  had  been  placed  in 
isolation  by  the  liovernment  in  a  distant  pait  of  the 
island.  After  the  lap.se  of  a  few  years  tliev  decided 
amrxig  them.selves  that  they  were  entitled  to  a 
holiday.  They  therefore  .sent  a  written  message  to 
the  Frencii  delegue  making  the  request  ;  then, 
assuming  that  he  could  never  be  .so  unreasonable  as 
to  refuse  the  permi.ssion,  they  spread  them.selves  over 
the  entire  di.strict,  each  with  his  re.spective  friends. 
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W  lifii  the  iiiitixf^  arc  overtaken  l>v  aiiv  severe 
liialafly,  rlie\-  e.\liiliit  nearlv  all  the  cliaraeteristic 
qualities  (if  what  a  ddctor  wduhl  rail  a  "  gotnl  patient." 
They  lie  resiirnedlv  (la\-  alter  dav,  and  week 
after  week,  on  theii'  thin  mats,  which  are  spread 
over  dried  leaves  on  the  hare  iridund  of  theii' 
huts.  Formeilv  the  pillow  was  a  loj^  of  woud 
on  which  the  neck  r.ithei'  than  the  head  rested  ; 
now  a  half  of  inattinjf  is  stutl'ed  hard  with  diiccl 
leaves  ami  u>ed  as  a  pillow.  The  friends  of 
the  invalid  had  vei\  little  notion  of  niakinjx  hini 
comfortalile.  at  least  as  we  understand  comfoit. 
They  weic  not,  however,  lackitiif,  <is  a  yeneial  rule, 
in  genuine  heaitfelt  >\inpatliy.  which  they  readilv 
conveyed  to  the  sufTerei' li\-  kind  looks  and  encourajiinf; 
words.  .\t  the  picsent  ilav.  il  one  has  some  sliifht 
ailment,  he  is  sure  to  he  informed  \>^-  his  visitors 
that  a  great  nundiei'  of  pe()])le  are  at  that  verv  tnoniem 
similarly  alilicted,  and  that  is  surelv  a  coinfoitiniz 
reflection.  TIumi'  uttei'  ignorance  of  hvgieiiic  laws  in 
the  ])ast  and  theii'  dishelief  in  them  in  the  present 
day  greatly  retard  theii'  recoverv  from  disease. 
No  thought  was  evei-  given  to  \-entilation.  Thi' 
poor  patient,  as  1  have  stated  I'lsewheie.  would 
be  rudely  awakened  though  sleep  might  l»e  of  vital 
importance  to  gi(M>t  a  newlv  arrived  fiiend.  ()nthe 
other  liand,  they  would  often  object  to  his  being 
disturbed  for  washing  or  surgical  dre.-.sing.  Thev 
had  a  very  limited  su})plv  of  invalids'  food,  and  no 
doubt  their  sick  often  die(l  of  .starvation  :  the  onlv 
dainties  available  weic  certain  tender  herbs,  verv 
young  taro  shoots,  the  glutinous  substance  scraped 
from  beneath  the  outer  skin  of  the  yam.  boiled  or 
baked  papaw  fruit,  and   the    liark   of  a    tiee  called 
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'■  paz.'i."     (Til."  I.MVfs  of  till'  "  |.;i/„i  "  ,nv  ..ftrii  iixd 
ni.'dicirially    l)y   the    Ficiicli.    who  call    it    ■•  i.onni.).') 
Hut    wlijit.'vtT    the     iiiviili<l    iiii;:lit    fancy,    that    his 
tnciKls   \V(.uI(|   do  their  utmost   to   pronnc,   uitli    no 
know Icd^rr  or  thoufrht  as  to  its  suitability  or  otheruis.". 
Less  cleanliness  soenis  to  liave  heen  oi)serve(l  durint' 
the   nursinir  of  an   invalid  than  on  other  occasions'! 
It    IS  aluH.st    an    unheard   of    event    to    conie    upon 
human   excrement   in    wanderin-;  ahout   the   villages. 
During'   illness,    however,    it    is  considered   excusable 
to  bury  such  matter  ir)  the  hut,  or  m  cast  it  just  out- 
side.     Bed    .sores    were    frequently    developed,     and 
thoufjih    they    mi^rht    be    the    nursery    of   swarms    of 
blowflies,    they    were    not    rei^arded    .seriously.      Bad 
odours  too  were   regarded  complacentlv  in  the  .sick- 
room :    often    the     bed     matting,    etc.^    had    to    be 
destroyed  bv  fire. 

In  cases  of  prolonged  .sjrkne.ss.  many  doctors  were 
railed  in  one  after  another.  The  special  medicine 
of  each  doctor  was  allowed  only  a  short  period  to  do 
Its  work.  I'nle.ss  signs  of  improvement  were  imme- 
diately evident,  it  was  rejected  as  the  wrong  cure. 
The  natives  never  .seem  to  have  su.spected  that 
Nature  .sometimes  works  a  cure  :  hence  the  man  who.se 
medicine  was  being  taken  when  health  wa.s  re.stored 
received  all  the  credit,  and  gained  a  reputation  for 
the  future.  If  all  the  known  doctors  prescril)ed  their 
special  nostrums  and  no  improvement  tof)k  place, 
the  disea.se  was  pronounced  incurable,  and  everyone 
concluded  that  the  patient  would  die. 

Mes.sages  were  then  sent  to  di.stant  friends  and 
relatives  to  come  and  bid  their  last  farewell.  The 
utmost  urgency  was  attached  to  this  ceremony, 
and  no  one  would  care  to  neglect  it.     Kach  visitor 
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liiiiiiulit  With  him  .1  pif^i'iit  fill  thi'  ■>i(k  iii.iii.  ami 
ri'(ci\-cil  (iiir  III  i.'tiirii.  Tl  •■  |iif~('iit.  iiinliT  iinhiiaiN' 
(•iiiiihlii'ti>.  wiiiild  ha\r  iM'cii  ,1  vuiircc  III  iiitcii,-e 
[ilcasiiic  til  the  sirlv  man;  imw.  ala-'  hr  kiiuws 
it  til  lie  t  hi'  hai  liin:.;!'!   <  '\  ih'at  h. 

Kl'irlli!     alter     llirlnl     allixcs.     ami     t  hi'     patli'ht     is 


II   ■ 


•■  I  will  mi'i't  you  all  agnin  in  tlir  cm''^  win  r.'  tin'  st.ilartii.'~  an 

ar<iu>«^il  tin  111  siccj)  or  St  ii|)iii  tl  I  l)i(l  them  "  '  > Ihx'c 

lie  kiKiws  that  hf  is  t'\|n'cti'il  to  die,  ami  rarely 
kicks  aiiaiii>t  |Mihlic  o|)iiiion  :  iiut  silently  ami 
uiicomplainiii^'ly  he  i)o\vs  to  the  iiievitahle.  sayiii^f  to 
lii--  friends  as  he  passes  awav.  ""  I  will  met>t  voii  all 
ajiaiii  ni  the  caves  wheic  the  stalactites  are,  "  such 
(•a\('s  lieiiiir  held  m  yreat    re\'eieiice  as  the  ahode  ..,'" 
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<•  'l''--^  lllHiiln'r^  ul  tlir  >|)lllls  ..I  the  (Ii'|iaitr(|. 
Till'  iiioiiifiit  his  last  l.iiMtli  IS  ilciwn  a  luii,|,  s,hI 
wailing:  CIV   a-(cii(|>    tVom    tin-    ciowil    imtij^'lrd     uitli 

•  ■jaciilatiniis  (it  rcjrrct  and  disinaw  nr  in    praise  of  fht- 

•  li'cra-^cil  ;  the  most  Usual  CIA  hciiiur  "  !•;  ko  lo  i  ni  " 
(  '  M.I--'  \<<y  iiic  ").  hiinrijr  niaiiv  siicccciliiii,'  wfcks 
livvh  icla\s  'it    triciid-.    arrivf.  sonictinics   .'\rii    from 

IlciirhllollllIlK  jslatlds,  to  ••  (TV  "  (tcijc)  with  the 
stricken  familv  ;  and  having'  thus  done  what  is 
e.\|iected  of  them,  it  is  Hot  Considered  l.ad  form 
to  join  the  Lrroiii)>  of  those  who  ha\c  alivadv 
■'  cried."  fo|-  a  fiiendl\-  chat  or  smok-e. 

I  ua>  once  >taiidin^'  with  a  ^n<iii|)  of  nativ.'s,  when 
wold  came  from  a  sniiill  cutter,  which  had  just 
;incli(iied  in  the  liay,  that  a  Lifuan  voiinunian  naiiie(| 
llelep  had  died  in  .Aiistfalia.  This  \\as  the  second  o|- 
tliiid  time  wc  had  icceived  reports  of  hi>  death, 
which  had  lieeti  afterwaids  contiadicted.  The  repoit 
seemed  to  Ite  <femiine  this  time  ;  and  one  of  the  hv- 
standeis  tinned  to  a  little  old  woman,  saxinu.  ""  Ijeiep 
is  dejid  :  you  are  one  of  his  relations,  jro  and  •  cr\-  ' 
with  liis  Iriends.'"  To  our  siirpri>e.  the  old  wo"iaii 
liecamo  (piite  indignant,  and  retorted,  with  some 
show  of  an<,nM-.  "  !  am  not  ;f(.in>f  *(>  "  crv  '  for  Heiep." 
Bein<r  further  iiiLrcd,  she  .wflaimed,  ■'  \\'(>  heaid 
iiefore  that  llelep  was  dead,  and  I  "  cried  '  \-er\-  loudly 
i'l'lced  :  I  '  cried  "  as  though  he  had  heen  mv  own 
son  ;  and  now.  I  tell  you,  I  am  not  goin<r  to  "  cry  ' 
again. ■■  From  all  this  it  is  evident  that  there  is  a 
ineasiire  of  professionalism,  not  to  sav  insinceiitv,  in 
thoir  display  of  sympathv. 

Hut  the  grief  of  tho.se  near  of  kin  to  the  dead  was 
tfuiy  sincere.  Often,  as  an  oiitwaid  and  visible 
token  of  their  iiiwaid  alllictioii,  they  would  bury  their 
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ninst  viiliifd  trrasiiivs  with  tlii'ir  (|.m<I  .    <.th.'i>  would 

l>iini    ilowM    tlii'ir    Inits,    ny    idus.'    1 1,    or    rriii.,i?i 

iinw.islicd,  or  t.'.ir  down  the  lolirs  ot  tlii'ir  (Min  ; 
\^liil«'  'li''"'  inoiiitdul  wadiii;;  aouM  I.c  lnMid  tor 
w.-cks  tliroii<rli,,iit  th.'  villau.'.  |\ii,dlv.  Iiowcvcf, 
tlirir  tiioiiiiiiii^  w.is  of  shoitfi'  dmatioii.  and  within 
a  lew  weeks  many  of  thetn  would  ajipeai  as  ineiiA-  as 
•  ■hihlit'ii. 

A  fact  \-erv  noticoalilc  too  atnon;.'  these  i-latideis 
IS  their  .'vident  ndiirtance  to  talk  of  their  d. 'parted 
friends,  however  hij/lilv  esteemed  and  deeply  loved 
thev  ma\'  have  been  w  hen  ahve. 

Another  noticeal.le  fact  is  theii  almost  entire 
ex(Mni)tion  from  f.'ar  of  death.  At  least  if  there 
was  anv  dread  of  the  "  kinj:  of  toirors  '"  it  was  not 
nnirh  III  e\i(h'nce.  They  seemed  to  rerognise  that 
their  time  of  departure  had  come,  tfie  gods  ]iad  willi'd 
it  so.  or  some  sorc-eror  had  put  an  evil  spell  upon  them, 
and  thero  was  nothinf;  moic  to  he  saiil. 

Althoucrji  the  people  wore  eannihals,  thev  showe.j 
the  utmost  respect  and  reverence  for  the  bodies  of 
their  own  dead  relatives  They  had  difTerent  methods 
of  interment,  and  took  careful  precautions  to  prevent 
the  liodv  heinp  stolen  and  oaton.  Sometimes  tliov 
l>uried  their  dead,  wrapped  in  mats  and  sectirelv 
tied  U]),  inside  their  own  houses,  in  which  thev 
continued  to  live.  Other  corpses  were  placed  in 
almost  inaccessible  caves  :  whilst  others  were  })laced 
in  the  canoes  they  had  u.sed  diirinfj  life,  and 
buried  under  ground.  In  the  latter  ca.se  a  careful 
watch  was  kept  over  tlie  grave  until  the  bodies 
were  decomposed,  lest  they  .should  be  dug  up  and 
devoured.  If  a  man  had  no  canoe,  and  his  friends 
wi.shed    to   bury    him   in    tlie  ground,    lie    was   often 
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pliicrd   iti   his  aiavt'  III  :i  rroiicliini,' IT  sittjig  position 
and    (dvcri'd     with    iMith    m    the    usiinl    wav.     The 
phicc   of  iiitcniiont    was  iriMit'ially   kopt  secret,   often 
lii'iii^'  known  otilv  to  thr  two  or  three  relatives  who 
accompanied  t  he  corpse. 

Xothini;  seems  to  have  heen  known  of  enilialmin" 
or  otherwise  preventing:  tlie  decav  of  a  corpse.  Some- 
times, liowever,  certain  medicinal  leaves  were  Imrieil 
with  it  :  l.iit  this  onlv  happened  when  death  had  heen 
the  result  of  a  (piarrel,  and  was  intended  to  procure 
the  death  of  the  man-slaver. 

To  tlie  mind  of  a  native  there  was  nothin<r  repulsive 

or  unclean  ahout  a  (orpse.      \  native  once  said  to  me, 

■  Whv  should  there  he,  .seeing  that   't   wa.    once  oiir 

food  '.      N'our  hands  are  not  polluted  hv  toiichini.'  V(Mir 

food. 

It  may  truly  he  .said  that,  with  the  advent  of  civilisa- 
tion, the  natives  have  in  some  respects  j^reatlv  detrene- 
rated.  Tli(>  wliit<"  man's  \ices  have  heeii  found  much 
more  attractive  to  many  of  them  than  his  virtues. 
Although  cannibalism,  polyga..iy,  terrorism  and  tribal 
wars  hav;^  disappeared,  the  white  man's  demon 
"  '■  "•<  "  To  name  only  one  of  his  vices — would  have 
proved  more  ruinous,  morally  and  plivsically,  than  all 
these  combined,  had  it  not  been  checked  bv  the 
restraining  hand  of  religion  and  education.  Vviion- 
cver  a  native  of  these  islands  drinks  and  it  is  said 
they  all  take  to  drink  as  to  mother's  milk  his  one 
sole  and  undisguised  object  is  to  become  intoxicated 
as  speedilv  as  possible.* 

Then,    too,    their    indiscriminate    consumption    of 
European   food     is     playing   havoc    with   their  once 

*  Very    fow   l.ifuiiii><    drink:    perhups    not    (iii.'-lmlf   jilt    cent, 
of  tlie  jjopilatiun  ui  O.eOO  or  7,000. 
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rol)iist  rotistitntioiis,  and  rapidiv  (Icstidvinj^  tlicii- 
hitherto  inagnilict'iit  teeth.  Kmopeaii  chithiiiif  also, 
wliieh  is  put  on  ami  ofV  at  most  luireasonaMe  times 
and  seasons,  is  doubtlessly  an  a^eiit  for  the  promotion 
of  sickness  and  disease. 

The  dirty  little  (jrass  huts  of  the  natives  are  no\v- 
gradua'ly  giving  pla«  .•  to  stone  or  lath  and  plaster 
houses.  The  people  aie  hegiiminp;  to  appreciate  the 
valueof  soa])  and  water.  There  is  now  a  well  in  practi- 
cally eveiy  villaire  in  the  three  islands,  while  iu  nearlv 
every  hou.se  aic  to  !)<'  found  a  few  of  our  familiar 
household  utensils,  such  as  pots  and  pans. 

Many  of  the  |)arents  of  the  pie.sent  geneiation  are 
a'so  sliowinp  a  conunendahle  anxietv  to  secure  a 
good  elementary  education  foi'  tlieir  children. 

A  tew  of  the  \-oun!,;  men  are  worthilv  occupvin" 
positions  of  trust  in  the  Krench  colonial  town  of 
Noumea,  New  Caledoma,  where,  with  verv  few 
exceptions,  all  the  natives  t^n  to  work  for  a  longei-  t)i 
shorter  period  of  time,  lla\iiig  thus  been  brought  in 
touch  with  civilised  life,  many  of  the  voung  men  on 
tlieir  retuin  launch  out  i)oldlv  on  the  seas  of  conuuerce. 
in  competition  with  the  white  traders,  and  owing  to 
their  economic  advantages  bid  fair  to  supersede 
them. 

Their  dried  coconuts  (copra),  sanchil  wood, 
fungus,  rubbei',  etc,,  are  all  rich  source^  of  income 
to  the  natives  ;  but  in  se(>king  a  livelihood  from  the 
tratlic  of  these  products,  their  easv  going  good-nature, 
geneiosity.  extravagance,  and  commumstic  spirit 
aie  lorim<labic  ob.stacles  to  the  amassimr  of  laiirc 
fortunes.  The  h)ll(iwing  example  will  give  a  little 
insight  into  native  ideas  of  aci[uiring  wealth,  and  of 
their  childlike  snni)licity  m  some  things.      .V  iiumbei' 
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of  l.ifiiiUis  (leci(l(>(l  to  Imy  ii  ciittfr  that  thev  iiiiiilit 
coiiiiiRMK'c  tr;uliiii£  in  lici-  lictwccii  the  ishmds  aiul 
Xouinea.  To  raise  nioiicy  foi'  the  pmcliase  of  tiic 
vessel  they  all  went  to  New  ('ah'(h)nia  to  woik  for 
one  yeai'.  At  tlie  expiration  of  this  time  thev  had  not 
nearly  etiouirh  money,  hut  were  alhtwed  to  have  tlieir 
sliip  on  credit.  On  theii- arrival  at  Lifii  with  the  new 
vessel,  the  owners  cotisidted  to<iether,  ix'inj,'  detei- 
mined  to  have  everything  in  jjjddd  order,  and  leave 
no  tiituie  jrioiind  foi'  misiinderstandinj,'.  Aecordiiii^lv 
they  di'ew  up  a  code  of  reirulations,  anionfi  which  wcie 
the  followin;^f : 

'■  -Ml  old  people  and  little  children  are  allowed 
to  tiavel  hy  this  vess(>l  fr(M'  of  charjre.  because 
such  are  unable  to  work  lor  mot]c\ . 

■■  Xativ(>  pastors,  and  students  for  the  ministiv, 
are  likewi.se  exempt  from  |)ayment.  because  thev 
spend  their  lives  foi-  the  irood  of  others,  and  not 
to  earn  money  for  themsel\(  s. 

"The  ])as.saii;e  money  to  Noumea  for  an  adult 
man  or  woman  shall  be  fixed  at  ten  fianos. 
That  of  a  piji  at  five  francs. 

"  It   i.>   reipiired   of  every  man    who   wishes  to 
send  his  ])i(rt()tiie  Xoum(>an  maiket  that  heshoidd 
accompanv  it  and  care  for  it  durini' the  passage 
Since,  however,  he  <_roes  solely  on  account  of  his 
pijf,  he  need  not  pay  ,iny  passajfc  monev." 

I  think  the  board  of  directors  bejran  to  suspect 
the  wis(h(m  of  their  rcjiulations  when  thev  found  that 
so  many  pas.senprcrs  who  applied  foi-  a  passajji'  -vvcrc 
accompanied  by  a  pig.  Ceitainlv  as  a  business 
speculation  the  vessel  ne\-(M-  made  the  monev  its  owners 
had  anticipated,  though  it  did  well  enough  as  a  chari- 
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table   institution.      It    was   tiiiaily   wrecked    betoie   it 
liad  been  wliolly  j)ai(l  for. 

Again  :  I  once  had  occasion  to  buy  a  loaf  of  bread 
from  a  native  storekeeper,  the  price  of  which  was  one 
franc.  AlthougJi  he  was  not  one  of  our  people,  he 
was  so  gratified  that  a  white  woman  .sliould  care  to  buy 
his  bread  that  he  stoutly  refused  the  franc,  apologising 
at  the  .same  titne  that  the  l)read  was  not  so  good  as 
he  usually  made.  A  few  days  later  a  .second  loaf  wa.s 
sent  me  with  the  request  that  T  would  accept  it  as  a 
pre.sent,  as  a  kind  of  compensatioH  for  the  one  I  had 
already  received. 

1  am  told  that  the  natives  are  cute  and  e.xactinc 
enough  in  their  commercial  tran.sactioiis  with  the 
European  traders,  and  that  they  take  the  utmo.st 
pleasure  in  giving  the  impression  that  they  are  not 
behind  the  times  in  knowing  all  the  u.sages  of  modern 
commerce.  In  their  dealings  with  each  other,  how- 
ever, they  manifest  a  totally  different  spirit. 

A  few  years  ago  two  of  our  villages  in  the  Losi 
district  decided  that  they  would  try  the  experiment  of 
holding  a  market,  exactly  as  they  had  .seen  it  done  in 
Noumea.  The  two  principal  articles  of  sale  were  to 
be  yams  and  lish,  because  one  village  had  an  abun- 
dance of  yams  and  a  scarcity  of  fish,  whereas  the  other 
village  had  a  surplus  of  fish  and  a  deficiency  of  vams. 
The  market  was  to  be  held  in  an  open  .space  between 
the  two  villages,  and  on  Saturday  afternoons.  Each 
party  piled  up  its  wares  on  its  own  side  of  the  c!io.sen 
ground,  and  business  commencefl  in  earnest. 

A.,  a  member  of  the  fishing  village,  would  walk 
with  a  stately  tread  acro.ss  the  intervening  space  to 
the  yam  stal's,  and  .selecting  a  yam  would  gravely 
inquire  the  price.    Then  B.,  after  looking  at  it  fixedly 
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for  a  minute  or  two,  as  tliough  meiitallv  calculatiiio; 
its  weight  and  quality,  would  reply,  "  Oh,  just  give 
me  as  much  tish  as  you  think  it  is  worth,"  and  the 
bargain  was  closed.  When  B.  went  to  buy  tish.  the 
same  formula  was  observed  ;  and  in  this  manner 
business  tlourislied  until  the  sun  sank  low  in  the  hori- 
zon, which  was  the  time  agreed  upon  for  closing  the 
market.  It  frequently  happenefl  that  neither  side 
had  sold  out  all  its  produce,  and  as  no  one  could  be 
so  mean  as  to  carrv  his  unsold  wares  home  again,  each 
party  handed  over  all  that  was  left  as  a  present  to  the 
other  party.  When  all  the  fish  and  yams  had  been 
amicably  disposed  of  ii  this  manner,  everyone  went 
home,  no  doubt  congratulating  himself  on  the  good 
bargains  he  had  made,  and  feeling  proud  of  his  business 
ability,  and  the  .satisfactory  manner  in  which  he  had 
conducted  his  share  of  the  market. 

One  cannot  help  feeling  a  little  regret  at  seeing  that 
this  childlike  simplicity  and  confidence  is  gradiiallv 
passing  away  with  the  advance  of  civilisation  and 
commercial  competition.  Nevertheless,  self-denial, 
good-humour,  kindness,  politeness,  honesty,  and 
tiustfulness  are  still  very  conspicuous  features  in  the 
native  character,  and  many  of  the  people  promise 
to  become  useful,  manly,  and  intelligent  citizens. 

And  now  that  my  reader  has  gained  a  more  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  past  history  and  customs  of  the 
Loyalty  [slanders,  and  has  become  more  familiar  with 
their  mental,  moral,  and  .spiritual  ideas,  he  will  (loul)t- 
less  feel  with  the  writer  th.it  these  primitive  races  are 
entitled  to  our  respect  and  consideration,  and  that  a 
liberal  and  large-hearted  charity  should  be  em- 
ployed by  those  who  would  truly  estimate  their 
cJiaracter. 
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\\  hotlicr  we  regard  them  in  flic  liirht  of  past  histnrv 
or  prpsont  .'oiKiitioiis.  wv  (ind  imicli  that  is  uoitliy  of 
aditiiratioii.  \V<>  catinot  fail  indood  to  ivcofriiise 
that  they  hjivc  very  huh  li  in  coiiiinoii  with  ourselves, 
and  to  ol.s(Mve  that  the  spirit  of  altruism  is  not 
the  sole  monopoly  of  the  "  white  man  from  tlie 
clouds." 
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LOVALTV    ISLAND    LEGKXDS 

I.  Th,'  Echo  {M,>krn>). 

y.^^rZ  Tf  ?"'  /'"^^''  ""'^  '"'  Uvea,  a  certain 
o uth  tied  to  the  b„.sh  to  escape  the  enemies  of  his 
tribe      After    wandering    about    lor    a    considerable 
tune  he  becan.e  so  exhausted  that  he  was  obhged  to 
sea     hnnself  on  a  piece  of  rock.     Wishing  to  get  a 
bet  er  v.ew  of  hi.  .surroundings,  he  coninmnded  the 
ock,  on  which  he  was  sitting,  to  raise  it.self  a  httle 
iHgher,   u-h,ch  ,t  nnn.ediately  did.     The   vouth    en- 
joying the  sensation,  said  "  Go  higher,  rock,  higher  "' 
-hen     he  rock  obeyed  him  as  before.     The  peopie 
't  a  ^ ,  hige  clo.se  by,  observing  the  a.scent  of  the  b.Vv 
'umed  of    ,n  a  body  to  try  U,  rescue  liim  f.om  li^ 
'langerouslv  elevated  position.     The  vouth,  .seeing  tJie 

nower  ""  n  "f  ^'""••■^'^'""^'  -'^J  realising  Jiis  wonc^rful 
pne      called  out  exntedly,    '•  Higher,  rock,  lugher, 

S'>    ";;'l  -^-^^^   ''V'^°^  "P  f-^  beyond   luunan 
.each    tor  the  .small  rock  had  now  become  a  towering 

tot:t  '  "'""'  '^^""  '''  ^  ^^«'g'^^  "^  ^'•-'^' 

The  people  of  the  village  had  no  n.eans  of  delivering 

•nn  fron.  tins  perilous  he.ght  ;   neither  liad  the  vouth 

power  to  lower  the  rock  to  its  ongaial  level  ;  therein!: 
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lie  still  icniaiiis  aloft,  the  sole  inhabitant  (if  the  MutV. 
lit'  has  a  small  plantaticm  of  cncdnut  |ialins  and 
lianana  tiocs  which  ran  he  seen  from  lH'k)\v  :  Imt  in 
these  (lavs  he  ncvt-r  allows  himself  to  he  seen  indeed 
the  onlv  evidence  that  ho  is  still  alive,  apart  from  the 
fact  of  his  |ilantation.  is  that  whene\er  anyone  in  the 
vicinity  of  his  rockv  home  utters  a  loiid  c,dl.  his  words 
are  inyarial)ly  repeatfMl  liy  the  lonely  youtli. 

The  word  '"  .Mekem,"  "  Kcho,"  has  its  origin  as 
follows  : 

There  is  a  certain  fossil  shell,  Moillnlii  ))i//tll)<l>i\ 
frequently  found  end)edded  in  the  rocks  at  IJfu, 
the  native  name  for  which  is  "  mekem."  It  is  said 
that  this  particular  shell  responds  with  an  answering 
call  to  whoever  raises  his  voice  to  a  shout  in  its 
neighbourhood. 

2.   The  Sapless  Btuiihoo. 

In  the  old,  old  days,  the  Bamboo,  the  Sugai-cane. 
and  the  Coconut  palm  were  all  three  brethren. 
They  were  the  sons  of  the  same  father,  a  tree 
caUed  Dui,  and,  like  him,  tfiey  were  all  tall, 
straight  and  sapless.  One  day,  being  out  for  a 
walk  with  their  father,  they  came  upon  a  pool 
of  fiesh  water  which  was  clear,  cool,  and  inviting. 
Seeing  this,  the  father  said  to  his  sons,  "  Come,  O 
my  cliildren,  and  refresh  your.selves  with  a  good  drink 
from  this  pool.  Bamboo,  yon  are  my  eldest  son,  you 
shall  have  the  first  drink."  Now  in  those  days  the 
Bamboo  was  very  proud,  and  always  resented  being 
told  to  do  anything,  even  by  his  father.  So  he 
haughtily  drew  him.self  up  to  his  full  height  and  said, 
"  1  will  not  drink  now,  but  1  will  drink  whenever  I  feel 
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iMiliiicH.  '  The  other  two  sons,  however,  profifitifr 
iiv  the  oppoitmiity.  took-  ji  lonj;  mid  ret'reshir)<r  (liiiik, 
Jittei'  which  thev  nil  lour  eoiitiiiiied  on  their  |oiirnev, 
until  they  arrived  at  their  destinatinn.  On  their 
return  homeward,  however,  the  sun  l.einj.'  now  !,if/|i, 
.iiid  the  heat  oppressive,  the  Hand)oo  hecaiue  pare'^ed 
with  thirst,  and  secretlv,  l.ut  ardently,  lonj,'ed  for  \ho 
nioni.'nt  when  they  sli(.uld  a<.'ain  reaeh  the^po(.|.  On 
their  arrival,  liowever.  to  the  .lisrnay  of  the  Manilio(,, 
they  found  that  all  the  water  had  dried  up.  lianihnd 
had  lost  his  opportunity  :  and  as  a  consecpienee  lie  is, 
even  to  this  day,  a  drv  and  sapless  cane,  whereas  the 
suf]rar-can"  is  full  of  sweet  juice  and  the  coconut  of  a 
delicious  ])everaj,'e. 

Ileisiiowfre(iuently  held  up  as  a  warnin<r  to  children 
who  are  inclined  to  he  disohedient,  whilst  the  con(hict 
of  his  two  brothers  is  extolled  ;  for  are  they  not  always 
full  of  sweetness,  and  refreshment  f 


3.    T/if   W'onn  (uid  I  III'  SjiiiJer. 

In   the  olden    days,   a   Worm   and   a    Spider  were 
constantly  quarrellinj.'  and  disputinrr  to<;etlier.     The 
subject  of  their  contention  was  ofte:i  as  to  which  of 
them  was  endowed  with  the  ^'reater  share  of  wi.sdom 
and  power.     At  lenjrth  thev  acrreed  to  put  the  matter 
to  the  test,  agreeinjr  also  tJiat  tlie  Worm  was  to  have 
the  hrst  chance  of  displaying  his  wisdom  and  skill. 
Now  the  Worm  was  quite  convinced  that  he  could  be.st 
injure  his  enemy  by  means  of  water,  seeiiif;  that  the 
Spidei  seemed  to  dislike  it  so  .stronfrly.     Ib^therefore 
<aused  the  rain  to  fall  in  torrents  for  davs  together, 
ho])ing  the  Spider  Wf)uld  l)e  washed  away  and  drowned. 
l>o()king  up,   however,  during  the  downpour  to  the 
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pl;U'0  wlicif  the  S|)ii|cr  \v;i>  iisiiallv  to  lir  seen,  ln'  lalird 
nut.  '■  WrII.  iii\-  trii'iid,  lidw  t.M('<  It  with  \(>u.  arc 
\'(iii  lint  \ct  (Icail  '  "  l')\'  nn  nn'aiis."  ic|ilir(l  tlu' 
S|pi(lci  :  Ini-,  liclmld.  lie  had  Ininnl  Inr  liimsrll  .1  cnsv 
iiiclii'  under  tlif  caves  nt  a  hut.  wlieie  im  lain  cnuM 
reach  him.  .\t  length  the  W'nim  had  tn  acknnw|e(|;,'e 
lu^  hiihu'c  tn  injure  his  ciicni\-  tlie  SpKhu',  u  lin>e  turn 
it  nn\v  was  t.i  1 1\'  to  (h'\ise  smiie  tucaU'^  tur  (h'strn\-iiij^ 
the  Worm,  lie  also  caused  the  rain  tn  hdl  in  hea\y 
tnti-cnts,  l)Ut  <in  hMikiiiii  ijnwn  he  saw  his  cne;nv 
wiiiZiiliii'I  aliniit  in  cxKhuit  enjnvincnt.  and  like  nue 
whn  was  iiinic  nr  h'ss  in  liis  own  clcinent.  ."^iiddcnlv. 
hnwcvcr.  the  Spider  caiiscil  the  rain  tn  cease,  and  t!ie 
sun  tn  shine  tmth  with  iincniunmn  iiiillianceand  pnwer. 
This  the  Wmin  1  nidd  .i.t  endure,  and  in  a  short  time 
li.;  was  scniched  tn  death. 


4.     77/      Iiifi<i<hirtiini    (if  tif    ('(ic  unit. 

In  ancient  davs  there  h\('(i  nn  the  shnie  nt  Litii 
a  man,  his  wile  and  two  childi-cn.  The  yniinj^'est 
child,  a  balie  of  tender  years,  was  often  left  tn  ciawl 
about  tlio  house.  amusin<r  itself  in  its  own  way.  while 
the  otheis  wei-e  l)Usv  oi'  absent.  Two  sea-unlls. 
observiiiL'  the  child  Ivinix  alone  and  unprotecte(l. 
pounced  down  upon  liini,  and  carried  him  olV.  The 
elder  child,  witnessing  the  theft  fiom  afar,  <.'a\(  an 
alarm,  at  which  the  parents  eaiue  luiuiing  to  the  spot. 
Alas  I    they  were  too  late. 

The  birds  flow  away  with  thechildto  a  distant  isl.jiid, 
where  thev  left  him  by  the  side  of  a  laffre  fallcMi  tiee, 
after  which  thev  continued  their  flight.  Xow"  tlie  sole 
inhabitant  of  the  island  was  an  old  witch.  One  niglit, 
while  s!eei)ing  in  her  little  hut,  she  was  aroused  by 
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ll'MIIIILr    .1     ll|i»t     lllill-^ll.ll     -ulllid     (il|t>|(lf.        Il;i(|     tliflC 

lircri  (itlicr  pfciplc  li\iiiu  (III   till'  i-hitiil  she  would  iit 
(iricf    li;i\c  (!(•(  hired   tin-   Ilni^c   til   ll.lVC   lictMl   tln'  (TV  (if 

^in  iiilMiit.  She  did  nut  Ir.ivc  the  hut  :  hut  m-xt 
niiiinini:,  Ikmumi,'  tin'  suiiiid  ic|)(Mt('(l.  she  went  (iut>iilc. 
iiiid  IdiikiiiLr  iiiiMiiid  soon  (lis, ovcrcd  tin'  little  stiaii'fcr. 
Niiw  altliiiii^h  this  woiiuin  was  a  witch  she  was 
cvidciitlv  liil'tt'd  with  a  kind,  luati'itial  hcait.  fi.i-  sh,. 
tiidk  the  iialic  and  nuiscd  him.  and  indi'cd  Ix'cainc 
viTv  iiiucli  ittaclicd  t(i  him  :  nav.  more  than  this,  slu' 
liccanii'  so  d('\(it('div  hmd  i.f  him  that,  alter  a  few 
\eais,  she  e\t'n  determined  ti»  send  him  awav  from 
the  isl.ind,  tor  his  own  uiiml. 

One  dav  she  spoke  to  him  of  her  intention  in  these 
words  :  "■  Mv  son.  I  lo\-e  \-ou  deailv.  Imt  I  do  not  think 
it  would  he  well  fo|-  voii  to  stay  h(Me  alwavs.      I  am 
not  as  other  women,  I  am  onlv  a  poor  witch  ;    there- 
fore, hecaiise  !  love  you.  I  am  i;oin!_r  to  .send  vou  to  vour 
own  land,  where  ymi  will  live  happilv  with  vour  (jwii 
|»eopl(\     .Also  when  you  j^o.  I  will  i.rive  voii  .some  of  the 
delicious  food  which  we  have  so  often  shared  tocetlier 
and  which  is  the  -pecial  piopeity  of  our  class,  so  that 
villi  mav  plant  it  on  your  own  island,  and  coiitiiuie  ro 
enjoy  it  with  your  friends."'     Then  the  kitiddiearted 
old    woman   .set   ahoiit    making,'   pfepaiations   for   her 
jirofn/r's  departure.     She  tirst  procured  a  large  cala- 
iiash,  or  dried  gourd,  into  which  she  placed  some  piec^es 
oj    sun-dried    coconut,  for  the  hov's   sustenance    on 
the    voyag".       Shi'     also     added    a     whole    coconut, 
iiistructing  'he  hoy  how  to  plant  it  diiertly  he  should 
reach  his  home.      Lastly,  she  placed  the  hoy  also  insiile 
th(>  (^ilahash.      Before  finally  sealing  it  up,  she  saitl  to 
him.  ■■  When  you  feel  the  calahash  knocking  against 
the  rocks,  tlia*^  will  he  a  sign  that  von  are  nearitig 
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lii'iiM';  .iihI  w  lit'ii  It  liii'.'k-  ii|)i'ii  \(iii  iiiii^t  .it  iiiKf 
-tcp  (Hit.   .111(1   ;.'(i  til  \(iiir  own    Ikiiiic    \\IiI(  Ii    will    li(> 

(jllltc     lie. II."        .^lic    then     -c.llcd     ll{)    the     IIKMItll     (i|     I  lie 

(_'c.iii(|.  iiiid  with  the  lii-t  t,i\  ipiiralilc  wind  tor  Litii 
she  cji^l  It  into  the  ^f.\.  |'"(ir  xiinc  (|;i\s  it  wa^  t(i>--fi| 
.llidllt  li\-  llic  swclllli;.'  \\,i\t's,  cVfiitliallv  lii'ili;,'  tllllii.' 
aL.'.iiii^t  t  he  i(i(l<^  .iiid  linikcii.  Tlir  li(i\-.  •olldw  iiil' the 
iii>t  1  ii(ti(ih>  L'iM'ii  liiiM  l'\'  the  witcli.  >tc|i|>c(|  a>li(ii<', 
cliiiiliiii!.'  u|(  the   -tccp   Kick^  and   caiiATnif   with    hiin 

the     ti'W'     pieces  ( it   cocdnilt     he    liad    Init    I h'(l   (III    ,     .' 

\ii\ML'''.  id-^ii  the  \\h(ih'  ('(iidiiiit  hii  |)lantin'_'.  lit- 
had  not  (_'iiiit'  tai'  lie  hire  he  ci  nic  iipdii  a  un  iiip  ot  pt'dph'. 
ffdiii  uhdin  he  hMrni'(|  tliat  thnc  was  a  famiU'  in  the 
iRMj.dil)i)urhdd(l  whose  cliild  had  liccii  cairicd  otl'  liv 
.sea-^'ulls  iiian\'  \cai>  Kcldic  He  went  at  oiicc  to  I  he 
house,  dcclaiini.'  hiiiiscll'  to  lie  their  hmu'-hist  child. 
When  he  had  linished  ivlatinu'  to  t  lieiii  ,ill  his  Wdiidei  lul 
.stoiv.  he  was  receued  with  deiiioiist  lat  ions  of  the 
utiiKist  jd\-.  lie  then  presented  to  them  the  coco- 
nut he  had  luduuht  with  him.  hut  thev,  not  ajipreciat- 
iniX  its  \ahie,  iccei\('(|  it  xiinewhat  coolK'  and  laid  it 
aside.  The  liov,  liowcNcr.  on  Neeiiiir  this,  otl'ered  them 
some  of  the  liroken  fiajfineiits  to  eat.  w  liich  thev  taste(l 
and  found  ^o  palatalile  that  thev  loii^'cd  for  inofe. 
.Vccnrditiirlv.  t!:e  nut  was  planteil  and  L'U:n(|e(|  witii 
sjiecial  care,  and  in  due  time  tlie  whole  island  l>ec,ime 
tovcfed    with     nuniiMous    (.jroves    of    c(ic(uiut    |)alms, 

wKirh  su|)plied   the  people  with  mitiitioiis  f 1  and 

refi'eshiny;di'iid\'.  as  well  as  maiiv  aiticlesof  the  jfieatest 
utility. 


5.     77/c    F-:tfr    nf  ///f    Srl/ish    Snl-(/iill. 

A   l)o\i'  and  a  .'^ea-^nill  w(u-e  once  oti  v<mv  fiieiidlv 
tefin.s  with  eacli  othef.  and  resolved  to  iiv  oil'  tcjgetiier 
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oil  il  lolil^'illL'  t'\|M'l|ltli)|l.  Till'  |)<i\(',  wllu  li;,(!  \c|>,- 
sli:ir|)  r\t'S.  suuli  liiillccd  ;i  \,ilii  KlliiX  <'ll  tlir  i.'l  <  iiini  i . 
<  Ml  |ii)iiitiliv'  tlli>"Mt  til  lll^  llli'liil  tliciillil,  thr  Lifter 
|i'|)l,cil,  ■'  N  I'S.  t  ll.lt  \  ;llii  licldli^s  til  Inc.  I  \\;l<  t  lir  lil  >I 
til   ^iT  It   ;    \iill    >i'i'    I    l|;|\  »•   .1    ImiL'i'i    llfrK'  til  Ml    \  nil.  .111(1 

«.in  tie  iiiiirc  (|iiir|J\   XI'  iili|('(t~    l^i'iji  .iliiiiit."     TIk; 

Dove  llici'klv   ;is>i'|lti'i|.   tl|iil|i,'h    nut    llllh    cnllMtirt'il   of 

t  III'  1 1  lit  (i  111  t  lir  ( iiiU's  .i>sfrtii)ii.     Alter  11  sill  I rt  tinii'  lie 

ilfllMII   iiii-i'l  \eil    ^iilii I    Ulllj;    nil    the    j:r(i;illil.    illlij 

with  ill!  t  Hmt  to  iiNeicipjiie  Ins  |ire\iipiis  siis|iirions.  he 
iliew  Iii>  ciiiMiiiile's  .ittenfioii  to  it.  .\i,f,nn.  Ii\-  S(ini(* 
Mllitel  lllue.  the  (lllll  rhiillieil  it  ,i>  his.  Tills  sellisll 
l.llci'  \\;l>  cnllt  Ihileil  li.r  xillie  time  until  the  i  >(ive  wa.s 
iiliiMist  laiiiisheil  with  liiini£ei-.  The  tw.i  l>iri|>  then 
(jeteiniineil  til  tl\-  wli.it  tliev  CDllJil  Ullil  nil  the  sea 
-linre.  Here  a^Min  the  l)n\e"s  sharp  cnc^  wcie  the 
Inst  tn  il|seern  all  the  tit-liit>  :  which  weie.  ,i>  I.elnre, 
clainieii  li\-  the  (lull.  At  lel|i.'t  h  lelielllnlis  leelines 
liCLr.in    to    a;;,    .ite    the     'e'art    nt    the     litlle     l)n\e.    alul 

Untieing  a  laiL'i'  riain   .hell  i>|ienini£  its  iiixaUcs  in  the 

sliallnW    W.ltel.    he  cried   nllt.   ■'   Nnw    \nu  cm  t    |inSsiMv 

claiiii  this  ,is  \nms,  Ini-  cert.iinU-  it  w.is  I  who  Urst 
saw  it."  The  (lull,  thinlvinu  it  iniuht  lie  ^rnnii  |)olicv 
tn  \ie|i|  |nr  iitice,  a:^ree(l,  sa\'ine  tn  the  |)(i\e.  "'  ^'e.s, 
this  i:-  iliileeil  vnlirs  ;  Imt  will  Villi  nliliife  me  liv  takilli^ 
all  the  i.ther  tnnd  we  have  Iniind.  and  lea\iii^'  this 
clam  tn  nil'  '  "  ""  \er\-  well."  said  the  patient  !)n\-e, 
[  am  ipiite  w  illin^'  tn  i|n  that."  Tin  ( iiill  waited  fnr 
the  clam  tn  npeii  its  jaws  a  little  wider:  then  dnwn 
he  swnnped.  inseitiiii;  his  Imij^  hill  lietween  them  in 
e.\'p"ctatinii  III  a  deliciniis  least,  when  lo  I  the  liivalves 
came  tn^a'tliei  witli  a  re.-niuidiiiif  snap,  catching  tliP 
head  and  neck  nl  the  tireedv  (lull,  and  holdinjf  iiiin 
last    until   he   was  ipiite  deai'         It    is  said   that,   I'mm 


li  ■ 


■j-.i-j 


-\.M()N<;    TIIH    XATIVHS 


PT    II 


tliMt   tiino   firtli,    the    Dovo    has   ahvavs   onjovod   an 
alnind  ;ii(("  of  f(M.(|.  and  that  he  has  h'il  a  happv  and 


roiitcnted  lilV. 


(i.     T/ir  Miltri}llO)nnJ  iJ/sjDifr  of  f//r  S>/,i  'liiil  thf  M<>())i. 

Ill  the  (ildcn  times,  the  Sum  and  Alodn  a^rc-'d  to 
Forhi  a  niatrinionial  anianic.  They  lived  t()<rether  in 
haiinony  and  peace  for  some  time,  the  Moon  dih'L^'Mitlv 
disehar^inir  Iht  domestic  duties,  (hie  dav.  how.'ver. 
she  made  an  •■  itra  "  (native  pii(hling).  and  ;iftei 
taking  it  out  of  the  oven  of  hot  stones  and  phicing  it 
before  her  hushand.  it  uid'ortiinately  proved  to^he 
nn(h>nh.ne.  This  so  greatly  an,,  ed  the  Sun  that 
without  saving  a  word  he  left  his  wile  md  wont  ahuie 
into  the  ish  to  hiood  over  his  troiihles.  and  to  devi.se 
some  me.ins  of  revenge.  At  last  lie  .lecided  what  to 
do.  and  l)(>gan  to  search  for  tlii'  leaves  of  a  ceitain 
tree.  Having  found  these  he  returned  home  with 
them,  and  made  them  very  hot  then  suddenlv  pjac-ng 
them  ovei  his  wil.>"s  face  he  said.  "  Tak(>  this  as  a 
punishment  for  voiii'  carelessness:  iie\-er  again  shall 
your  fac."  shine  as  hrightly  as  mine."  The  face  of 
the  Moon  was  so  hadiv  hurnt  that  evei^  since  she  has 
shoni'  VMth  a  ureatly  iliniinished  splendour. 


7.      .1       L'SSDII      i)t      Hi  Stlf. 

An  old  couple  once  lived  very  happilv  together  in 
their  little  grass  hut  on  the  islanil  of  Lifu.  Thev 
weiv  hoth  verv  industrious,  and  frugal  :  and  in  order 
to  preserve  tin  '■  •rarden  piodiice.  the\-  had  paititioned 
ofy  a  small  portion  of  their  hut  as  a  kind  of  store- 
room. 
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Tlie  old  wife,  with  a(l\;in(iiii,f  ajic.  had  become 
rather  deaf,  and  iieaiiv  l)liiid,  and  lor  this  reason 
she  now  larelv  ventureil  tai'  from  ...)nie. 

Two  small  Ixivs  once  phivin^'  near  the  lions(»  noticed 
a  hunch  of  ripe  l)ananas  lian<finjf  in  the  Htth:"  store- 
room, and  wishinti  to  jjet  possession  of  some  of  them, 
thev  put  their  heads  totjcthei'  and  concocted  the 
foHowinjr  phui.  Waitinir  until  the  old  nuui  had  left 
the  hut.  tlie  two  boys  called  upon  the  old  woman  and 
asked  if  they  nii^ht  sing  for  hei'.  She  was  very  pleased 
and  told  them  that,  although  she  was  somewhat 
deaf,  she  should  like  it  very  mucli.  Then  one  of  the 
boys  began  to  sin^  as  follows  :  "  Lift  the  leaves  gentlv. 
take  some  bananas,  and  go  out  at  the  other  door  :  do 
not  make  anv  noise  h'st  the  old  woman  should  hear 
vou."  Wiiile  one  sang  the  other  stole  the  fruit.  This 
tii(  k  was  repeated  more  tJian  once,  until  the  old  man, 
noticing  the  diminishing  stock.  Iiegan  to  accuse  his 
wife  of  eating  more  than  her  fair  sliare.  She.  however, 
positively  declared  that  she  liad  never  even  touched  the 
fiuit.  and  that,  moreover,  no  one  had  been  near  the 
hut  except  two  nice  little  Ixiys.  The  old  man,  who 
plai'iMJ  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  wife's  truthfulne'^s 
and  honesty,  did  not  feel  equallv  confident  as  to  the 
innocency  of  the  two  nice  little  boys.  He  therefore 
determined  to  tiv  what  he  could  do  to  solve  the 
problem.  He  set  a  watch,  and  in  a  very  short  time 
caught  the  culprits  in  the  very  act,  whom  he  chastised 
vcrv  severely.  The  Loyalty  Island  parents  now  say 
that  children  would  have  been  dishonest  to  this  day 
but  for  the  punisIim(Mit  intlict<'d  by  the  old  man  on 
the  two  naughtv  bovs. 
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S.    T/ir    l''rinls  (ij    I)i!«ilif(l Hiici'. 

I^o^'otfc  was  an  old  witcli  wIid  lixcil  with  lici'  small 
ifraiidsdii  (111  an  island  near  Litu.  As  her  l)i)y  <iivw 
older,  he  ol'ttMi  longed  td  trv  to  spi'ai-  miiiic  fish.  But 
as  lie  had  no  iisli  spear,  and  knew  not  how  to  get  one. 
he  made  ivmtwn  Irs  want  to  his  <rraiidmother,  who  at 
once  promised  to  help  him.  She  liist  took  a  small 
twit;  of  wood  which  she  placed  on  the  sea-l)eafdi,  close 
to  the  edfre  of  the  watei'.  She  then  sat  down,  and, 
closing:  hei-  eves.  said.  "  I  hope  to  see  a  tish  spear  in 
place  of  this  t'vig  when  I  open  mv  eves  again."  She 
waited  thus  foi'  some  time.  e.\ei'<'isinif  iiei'  jiowcis  ot 
witchcraft  all  the  wliHe.  At  length  when  she  ojienod 
her  eves  she  saw  Iving  liefoic  her  a  lieautiful  long  spear, 
with  its  lunnerous  piongs  as  hard  as  iron.  This 
coveted  trcasuic  she  at  once  handed  over  to  lier 
grandson,  giving  him  at  the  same  time  strict  oiders  to 
keep  to  the  lee  side  of  the  island,  and  on  no  considera- 
tion to  go  fishing  on  the  weather  si(h'. 

The  bov  was  delighteil  with  his  new  spear  and  went 
olT  at  once  to  trv  his  skill,  and  soon  pinved  himself  to 
he  a  \'erv  clever  tisherman.  In  this  occupation,  as 
time  woii'  on.  he  gradiiallv  accustomcvl  himself  to 
.strav  furthei'  and  further  fiom  home.  One  day  when 
he  had  strave(l  much  furthei'  than  usual,  and  was  just 
about  to  retrace  his  steps,  he  siiihhuilv  beheld  a  very 
loveiv  maiden  standing  liv  his  sid(\  This  (diainiing 
girl  began  to  speak  to  him  in  his  own  language,  telling 
him  that  she  w,is  the  daiigliter  of  the  Sun,  and  that  she 
had  souiiht  him  out  and  come  to  him  in  the  hope 
that  he  would  ask  her  to  be  his  wife. 

Charmed  bv  her  rare  beautv  and  proud  of  her  pre- 
feienee   bu'  him,    lie  took    her  home   with  him,  and 
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prcscntfcl  lu'i-  t(i  Ills  jfiaiidniothor.     The  old  woman, 
(in  Icarnin^f  the  status  of  the  <zirl,  sciMncd  \v<-ll  ploased 
also,  althuiijzli  soniowliat  anxious.      PrcsiMitly  slie  said 
to  licr  ifiandson.  "  .Are  you  not  at'iaiii  to  take  as  your 
wife  the  daufrlitciof  our  fzrcat  cliict' tlie  Sun  (  "'     How- 
ever, slie  spread  a  new  mat  on  the  door  of  tlie  hut,  and 
iiivited    the  younfj  i)eo])le    to   l-e    seate(L   whilst  she 
hurried  off  to  prepaie  a  sumptuous  meah  whicli  was 
inten(hMl  for  the  nuptial  1  'ast.      From  ttiat  (hiy  they 
Mved  tot'etlier  verv  happily  as  man  <ind  wife       In  the 
course  of  time  a  little  son  was  horn  to  the  younji  couple 
whicli  added  i^reatly  to  their. satisfaction  and  liappiness. 
Now  Louotce.  as  f  liave  said  i)efor".  was  a  witch,  and 
amoii<fst    other   wondeiful    knowledije   she    knew   tlie 
secret  of  making'  hal)ies  jrrow  bi^f  and  stioiifj;  in  a  sinjile 
(hiy,  instead  of  after  many  yer.rs  of  weary  waiting. 
Soon  after  the  child  was  l)orn  she  took  him  down  to  the 
heach,  and  held  him  in  a  standing  position,  his  little 
feet  heing  in  the  shallow  water.     She  supported  liim 
with  her  left   hand  in  this  jiosition,   wliile   with   her 
right  she  heat  him  with  a    hunch  of  coconut    leaves. 
Aftei-  an   hour    or  two  of    this  tieatment,    the  new- 
horn  hahe  was  ahle  to  crawl  along  tlie  lieach.     Then 
she  administered  a  second  heating,  when  lo  I    he  was 
al)Ie  to  stand  alone  :  after  a   third  cliasti.sement  the 
child  was  ahle  to  run  ahout.     Still,  the  treatment  was 
contimied  until  the  hoy  was  ahle    to  talk,  when  he 
.said   to  the  old    woman,   "  Now  then,   (Ireat  (irand- 
nother.  you  have  done  (piite  enough,"  after  which 
the  l)eatiiig  was  discontinued,  and  they  retuined  to 
the  house. 

Domestic  affairs  continued  to  prosper  and  nuich 
harmonv  and  satishution  prevailed  in  the  h.mily 
circle,  until  one  day  the  father  began  to  wonder  why 
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lie  liiiil  l)('(Mi  S(i  strictiv  fdrliiddcii  l>v  his  yiiiiifliiKit liff 
to  visit  tlio  \v«>atlit'r  side  of  t!i(>  island.  I  )cl)atii)<.'  witli 
hiinsclf  tliat  ho  was  no  lonjrci'  a  child,  and  that  he  had 
a  rijiht  to  j^o  wherever  he  pleased,  he  icsolved  upon 
takinj:  a  joiiiney  in  the  direetion  of  the  foiliidden 
locality.  One  day  lie  started  of}'  to  cross  the  island, 
and  aftei' travellinji;  nianv  miles  he  at  len<rth  catne  to 
a  sandv  iieach.  (juite  smooth  and  clean,  as  thoiiLdi  the 
foot  of  man  had  never  yet  disturbed  it.  Ileic  he 
wandei'cd  aliout  for  some  tin  '.  enjovin^'  the  iioxeltv 
of  his  surroundin^fs  :  and  just  as  he  liepui  to  think  of 
retuiniiifr  homewanls.  he  became  suddenlv  aware  of 
the  presence  of  some  beinfj;  in  the  vicinitv.  I.ookinjr 
(|uiikly  about  him.  he  beheld,  to  his  dismav.  an 
extremely  u^ly  woman.  whos(>  bodv  wa>  covered  with 
.scales  like  that  of  a  fish.  She  wore  a  tattered  <rii(lle 
round  her  waist,  and  a  bajj;  was  lianfrin<i;  from  her 
shoulders,  both  of  wjiiclt  articles  were  stiff  with  lilth 
and  dirt.  She  l)ej:an  at  once  to  address  him.  telliiij: 
him  the  object  of  her  presence,  namely,  that  she  had 
the  intention  of  bt^cominjx  his  wife.  His  i;rand- 
mothei's  strict  injunctions  never  to  visit  this  localitv 
iK>w  came  back  vividly  to  Jiis  mind,  and  he  Iieoran  to 
reali.se  that  he  was  now  about  to  be  punished  for  his 
folly  and  disobedience,  ffe  spoke  not  a  word  in  reph-. 
but  walked  dejectedly  towards  lii.s  home,  the  woman 
followini:  close  behind  him. 

Xo  sooiKM'  dill  they  leach  his  liiit  than  old  Loijotee 
cautfht  sijiht  i>f  the  uifly  and  lirty  creature,  and  knew 
(piite  well  what  had  happened.  She  was  e.xticmelv 
an<zrv  with  her  inandson.  and  said  to  him.  "  Tliroutdi 
your  disobedience  a  terrible  weight  of  ..i/rrow  and 
misery  is  aiiout  to  rest  upon  us  all."  She  neithei' 
spread  a  mat  nor  offered  aiiv  food  to  the  unwelcome 
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stiiiiitfi'i-.     Til*'  hitter.  lidWi'vcr.  waitcil  tor  no  wolcoriic 
or    invitation  ;     on    the    contrary,    she    ininic(liately 
assiinu'il  the  fullest  authoiitv  of  mistress  of  the  house. 
SeeiiH'  the  man's  wife  and  childien  seated  on  the  mat, 
she   hustle(l   them  aside,   taking  pos-session   of   it   for 
herself.      In  fact,  she  made  it  (juite  evident  to  them  all 
that  she  had  come  to  stay  and  to  rule  the  household. 
She  settled  down  in  her  new  home,  and  continued  for 
maiiv  vears  to  exercise  her  usurped  power,  at  tlie  same 
time   I'ousing  the   bitterest   feelings  and   most  angry 
passions    of    tlie    other    inmates.     Unsparingly    slie 
exercised  her  occult  evil  powers  to  thwart  the  honest 
lahours  of  tlie  family,  even  going  so  fai-  as  to  bring 
about  the  death  of  every  child  that  was  born  to  the 
Sun"s   daughter.     The    poor   mother   was   so   greatly 
overwhelme<l  with  grief,  shame,  and  misery  that  she 
determined  as  a  last  resource  to  appeal  to  h'M-  father, 
the  Sun.  for  help.     Hearing  her  sad  story,  he  readily 
promised  to  do  what  he  could  foi'  hei'.     First  of  all 
he  .selected  and   marked  off  a  nice  cool  s|)ot,  some 
distance     away    from    their     home,     instructing    his 
daughter  ami  family  to  settle  there  for  a  time.     He 
then  caused  his  rays  to  beat  down  upon  the  earth 
with  such  tierce  violence  that  no  living  creature  could 
endure  the  heat.     The  wicked  ugly  woman  with  the 
scale.s  over  her  body,  not  having  received  any  warning 
of  what  was  aliout  to  happen,  was  burnt  to  death. 
After  this  the  family  returned  to  their  own  liome  and 
lived  together  in  tranquillity  the  rest  of  their  days. 


!>.  The  Destruction  of  a   Demon. 

Two  little  Lifuan  girl-  were  once  out    in    the  bush 
tocether  in  searcli  of  a  species  of  native  mushrooin, 
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wlli'll     (iiic     (i|     tlicili     sU(l(i('lll\-     lii'c;linc     \(M\'     <;i;l\c. 

sayipu  til  lici  coiiipaiiidii  tluit  slic  IVlt  foiiscioiiN  of  the 
prosctii'c  (il  ;i  (leiiioii  close  at  liand.  and  tliat,  iiiorcDvcr. 
her  cars  were  tilled  with  iniarcust()nic(l  weird  rounds. 
"  Tiisli.""  said  licr  iVieiiil  :  "  what  voii  liaxc  lieaid  i<; 
only  the  falliii<r  of  rotten  ln'aiichcs  from  tl"'  trees." 
In  a  short  time,  however,  tin*  noise  increased,  hecotning 
distinctly  aii(lil)l(>  to  hotli  the  trirls,  who  weic  now  so 
much  alaitiicd  that  thev  immediatelv  stai'ted  oil'  tor 
home.  As  they  weic  runninjr  alonji.  thev  were  met  hv 
a  liawlv.  who  asked  them  why  thev  were  in  such  iri'eat 
haste.  They  told  him  that  a  demon  was  at'tei'  them, 
on  hearinir  which  he  simply  smiled,  and  tiew  awa\-  on 
his  owni)Usiness.  Soon  afterwaiflsthevniet  a  flvinj^fox, 
to  whom  they  also  told  their  storv  ;  l)ut  he  too  tiew 
away  without  otTerinji  anyadvice  (/rlielp.and  settle(|  on 
a  cocomit  palm  close  hy.  Still  continuing  theii'  fliifht. 
the  little  girls  next  met  a  mimber  of  domestic  aiticles 
a  long.-itick  (cilate)  that  is  used  to  arrange  lint  stones 
in  the  native  oven, a  paii'  of  bamboo  tongs  (akofe)use(l 
for  picking  up  the  hot  stones  and  placing  them  over  the 
food  to  be  cooked,  also  a  calabash  and  a  banana 
leaf  -while  overhead  was  to  be  seen  a  buttertlv 
hovering  about.  All  were  curious  to  know  whv  the 
girls  were  in  such  great  haste,  and  whilst  the  terrified 
girls  were  hurriedly  explaining  the  cause  of  their 
fear,  the  demon  himself  came  rushing  upon  them, 
crying  out  with  a  loud,  uneartlilv  voice,  ""  I  w\]] 
gobble  you  up  :  1  will  gobble  you  up."  The  long 
pole  immediately  stepped  to  the  front  and  said, 
"  If  you  even  dare  to  touch  the  children,  I  will  burn 
your  mouth  with  my  hot  end";  at  the  same  time 
the  l)amboo  tongs  threatened  to  thrust  hot  stones 
down  his  throat.     The  demon  was  somewhat  taken 
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aback  hv  tlit'sc  threats,  ami  whoii  at  the  same  iiioiiicMt 
the  calabash  l)('f.Mii  to  den loiist rate  hv  banging 
hituself  against  a  ree,  he  became  so  much  alaiinerl 
that  he  was  tain  to  seek  a  liiding-phice  in  a  crevice  of  a 
rock  near  at  liand.  The  hmg  pole  and  the  tongs, 
however,  were  not  willing  to  allow  him  to  es'a])e  so 
easilv.  They  rushed  after  liim  at  once,  but,  owing 
to  tiie  darkness  of  his  hidinil  place,  were  unable  to 
tind  him.  On  seeing  this,  the  banana  leal  came  to 
their  aid  and,  having  ignited  liimself,  acted  as  a  torch 
for  them.  Thei  too,  tlie  little  inittertiy  came  to 
their  assistance  liv  flying  in  the  face  of  the  demon. 
So  liotly  pressed  was  the  naughty  devil  by  these 
determined  champions  of  the  distressed  maidens 
that  he  ultimately  succumbed,  and  they  were  able  to 
reach  their  homes  in  safetv. 


10.    The  ('(tnarnmas  "' Cdliii/u." 

Manv  years  ago  there  .stalked  through  the  length 
and  breadth  of  Lifu  a  veritable  "bogey  man"  of 
the  name  of  "  Cainyo."  Now  "' Cainyo  "'  means 
"  one  tooth,"  but  this  man  had  many  big  and  strong 
teeth.  He  and  his  satellites,  who  all  bore  his  name, 
were  said  to  be  terrible  oppressors  :  indeed  they 
killed  and  devoured  so  many  of  the  poor  natives  that 
it  seemed,  by  contrast,  as  if  they  alone  were  the 
possessors  of  teeth,  hence  their  name  "  One  tooth," 
or  the  great  devourers  of  the  people.  They  are  said 
to  havt^  demolished  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of 
one  district,  with  the  exception  of  one  woman  and 
her  little  son.  These  two  survivors  succeeded  in 
preserving  their  lives  by  taking  up  their  abode  on 
the  top  of  a  high  rock,  climbing  and  descending  it  by 
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iiH'atis    of    ;i    stout    rope  ;     al\\;ivs    rctiK'iiilicriiiji    to 
(liiiw  up  ttif  rope  when  !i(it  in  use. 

Wliencver  tlic  mother  Iiad  occasion  to  f.'o  out  in 
search  of  footl.  she  usually  left  the  lioy  in  charge  of 
the  lioine,  at  the  same  time  instiiicting  him  that 
if  Cainvo  shouhl  iii(|uiie  for  her  he  shouhl  say  that 
she  had  taken  tlie  opjxisite  diiection  to  tliat  which 
she  realiv  inteiuh'd  to  take.  Tlie  lad  obeyed  implicitly 
his  mother's  orders,  and  as  a  consequence  she  was 
enabled  to  reach  home  in  safety.  She  varied  her 
in.structions  so  nuich,  however,  that  one  day  it 
chanced  that  the  lad  made  a  mistake,  sending  Caiiiyo 
along  the  route  his  mother  had  actually  taken. 
The  ])0()r  woman  was  on  her  way  liome  when  she 
discerned  her  dreaded  enemy  in  the  distance  and 
walking  towards  her.  She  was  terribly  afraid  and 
quicklv  looked  abotit  her  for  a  hiding-])lace.  Finding 
none,  stie  threw  her  bag  with  its  contents  of  shell- 
fish and  crabs  on  the  ground,  and  crept  inside  it  herself, 
the  crabs  i)l)ligingly  making  room  for  her  and  refrain- 
ing from  pinching  her.  Cainyo  had  not  yet  seen  his 
jon<'ed-for  victim,  but  had  been  searching  antl  lying 
in  wait  for  her  many  days.  At  lengtli,  wearied  by  his 
fruitless  efforts,  he  decided  to  give  uj)  the  searcli  and 
to  return  to  his  own  home.  Just  as  he  arrived  at 
this  decision,  however,  his  eyes  caught  sight  of  the 
bag  of  crabs  lying  by  the  side  of  the  road.  Here  at 
least  was  something  to  serve  for  his  evening  meal, 
so  he  eagerlv  picked  it  up  and  took  it  along  with 
him.  Having  occasion  to  turn  aside  into  the  bush 
before  reaclung  l)ome,  he  placed  the  bag  on  the 
ground,  wlien  to  his  great  surprise  he  lieard  a  human 
voice  proceeding  from  it,  which  said  to  him  in  a 
commanding  tone,  "  (io  further  away,  further,  further. 
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turtlicr.'  lliMiiiii;  this  (nimiuiiKt  and  seeing  no  one. 
tlic  giant  Cainvo.  who  had  tfnificd  so  nianv,  now 
himself  hegan  to  l)e  Hlh'd  with  dread  and  (Hsmay. 
and  foithwitli  tooU  to  his  lieels,  leaving  die  invsterious 
hag  containing  his  ex|ie(ted  supper  liehind  hini.  Tlie 
woman,  now  seizing  her  opportmiitv.  rushed  oH 
home,  cairvin''  liei'  hajf  with  lier. 

(  Ml  reachin<f  Ih'i  hoii.-i'  she  he<'an  aii'Mily  to  renioii- 
stratewith  her  mhi  toi  his  carelessness  in  thus  exposing 
her  to  SI)  a  great  a  pei  n. 

Alter  haviuL'  ex|)erieiired  sueh  a  narrow  esca])e, 
she  became  too  timid  to  venture  awav  from  her 
lockv  home,  until  at  last  tlieir  supply  of  hiod  was 
eom|)letelv  exhausted,  and  thev  began  to  sutYer 
se\erelv  the  pangs  of  hunger.  .Ml  thi^  time  the 
mother  was  anxiously  con.sidering  various  niethods 
by  which  she  might  rid  herself  for  evei-  of  this  tlan- 
gerous  enemy.  She  at  length  decided  on  a  {)lan.  which 
she  explained  in  detail  to  her  son  ;  then,  shoulder- 
ing her  l>ag,  she  again  ventured  forth  in  si'areh  of 
food. 

A  short  time  after  the  mother's  departure  Caiiiyo 
again  appeared  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  and  demanded 
entrance.  The  boy  told  him  that  his  mother  had 
gone  to  one  of  her  plantations,  "'  but,"  said  he.  "  if 
you  are  hungry,  she  told  me  to  give  you  something 
to  eat.  if  you  should  happen  to  call."  '"  Oh,"  said 
the  giant,  "  1  am  very  hungry  iiuK'ed."  "  Then," 
said  the  boy,  "  come  close  underneath,  and  open  your 
mouth  wide,  that  I  may  drop  some  food  into  it." 
Cainyo  did  as  he  wa^  t"!d,  opening  his  mouth  as  wide 
as  he  could,  when  the  boy  cpiickly  dropped  into  it 
a  number  of  red-hot  stones,  which  went  down  his 
throat  and  into  his  stomach,  causing  instant  death. 
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Tlir  iiKitlHT  and  si'ii.  Iiavinj!  rm  Mtlicr  cnfinirs  tn  foai', 
passcil  tin w  (lavs  in  (|iin'tii<'ss  and  sr( aiiity. 

I  I       Tl"'    (,hillOhn>i>    11,1  irk 

Far  ..  IV  in  the  l)iis!\  in  a  lunclv  and  dt'scitf(l  pait 
of  I'voa.  rtiiTt'  (incf  lived  a  wnitliv  (  iiu|il('  with  tliiir 
two  little  dau;;lreis  Their  [ ilantat idiis  Itein;.'  at  a 
ctinsideralih'  distance  IKirn  their  lioiue,  tlie  jiaretits 
wore  often  oiili<ied  t<  leave  their  little  ^'irls  aloi  e. 
\  .\\  suih  occasions.  howe\<'i,  the\'  al\\a\stook  c  ire  to 
leave  them  with  an  abundant  sujiply  of  fi;( d,  as  also 
to  warn  them  ne\er  to  leave  the  liut  durinj:;  tlieii 
ahseiico. 

It  hai>|iened  one  dav.  while  the  i>ai-ent  were  at 
tlieir  |ilanta*ion.  th  it  a  hawk  calleil  at  tlie  house. 
'1  pretence  'if  a  friendly  visit,  and  h  ivin;:  I'Mined 
from  the  children  that  their  parents  lia'l  -ione  o\cr  the 
rocks  to  their  jiaiden  and  were  not  e.\|)e(  led  hack 
until  pvenin<r.  the  hawk  deterti  itiei.  to  remain  with 
them  iw  a  time  for  his  own  aniu.sement  and  ad\  antage. 
In  the  course  of  conversation  fie  drew  torth  tlie 
information  that  there  was  plenty  of  food  in  tlie 
house,  and  after  a  time  he  suggested  that  they  should 
all  sit  togetlier  and  eat  it.  The  little  girls,  lieing 
well  bred  and  schooled  in  the  generous  spirit  of 
native  hospitality,  i.-ailily  assentetl,  and  laid  out  the 
food  in  the  middle  of  the  floor. 

The  iM'eedv  and  i!l-niantiered  hawk  snatclieil  at  the 
food  and  devoured  it  so  (juickl}  that  the  jxior  children 
never  got  a  single  morsel.  Whenever  they  ])icked  up 
a  pi(>ce  of  the  food  to  raise  it  to  their  li]is.  the  greedy 
hawk  snatched  it  from  them,  at  the  same  time  otien 
severely  sciatchiiig  their  little  bare  arms  and  bodies 
with  his  sharp  claw.<?,  making  them  bleed. 
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Sduii  .iftfi-  the  tod.l  Ii.hI  Jill  liffii  ,  iisiKiicd.  the 
voices  of  tlir  |i.irtMits  wciv  Im.ikI  in  tlic  (iistancr. 
it  Ix'iiii:  their  usii.il  <uvt(,tii.  ;is  they  rhjiilx'd  the 
rocks,  to  call  iiloiid  an,  warn  the  children  of  then' 
safe  return.  The  hawk,  oii  heaiinp  the  call,  made  u 
li.isty  (le|)arture.  without  cithei  hidfling  the  children 
taiewcll  Of  ackiiowlcdirinj.'  his  appreciation  of  their 
ho^pit.ditw 

The  paivnts  xioii  noticed  the  scratcfie.s  on  the 
l»odif-;  of  th.'ir  children,  and  wlien  all  had  been  told, 
they  were  very  anirry  and  troubled.  Next  day  thev 
seri(iii>lv  ctinsidcicd  whether  or  not  it  would  \)o 
safe  to  leave  the  childien  al  ne  ;  hut.  believing  that 
the  liitd  Would  net  dare  to  pay  a  ?H'cond  visit,  thev 
went  oi'  as  usual  to  their  garden. 

'J'he  hawk.  Iiowever.  who  had  fared  so  well  on  the 
previou.s  day,  was  not  .ible  to  resist  the  temptation 
to  put  ui  a  x'cond  ai)[)eaiance.  Again  he  alighted  at 
the  doir  of  the  hut.  and  obtained  an  entrance,  after 
which  he  behaved  alimist  exactly  as  on  the  previous 
dav. 

The  pa, cuts  on  their  arrival  were  astounded  at 
the  biids  iiupt  rtinetice  in  again  visiting  their  home, 
anil  determined  to  di.sc.iver  some  means  of  taking 
their  revenge  and  j)utting  an  end  to  these  unwelcome 
\  isits.  After  long  consideration,  they  decided  on  the 
following  plan.  They  shaved  the  children's  heads, 
le.ivingtheni  as  smooth  and  shiny  as  theirlittle  bodies. 
Then,  tru.sting  this  time  to  the  rea{)pearance  of  the 
hawk,  they  started  out  once  more  for  their 
plantation,  having  left  a  liberal  supply  of  food  for  the 
children.  A  third  time  the  noxious  visitiu'  called, 
and  again  he  devoured  all  the  children's  food.  As 
.soon  as  he  had  aj)peased  his  enormous  appetite  he 
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tUllinl  to  lunl<  ;it  Ins  little  litotes.-  "-.  Mild  \\.l^  IllUcIl 
.stiiick  hv  tlifii  ini|ii..\i'(l  ap|>r.  .  inc.  ^'!f:itlv  ml- 
miriiii,'  tlicir  ImM  .iihI  sliiiiv  pjitt-s.  lie  asked  tlieiii 
iiiaiiv  ([iiestions  as  t<>  liow  the  tliin;j;  had  lieeii  (hine, 
and  titiallv  retiiiested  theiii  to  tiv  In  iiii|)r()ve  his 
jipijeaiarice  in  a  <iiiiilai-  iiiaiiiier.  The  ♦wo  little  jjirls 
verv  w!llin<ilv  ((Hiiplied  with  W\<  request,  and  inn. me- 
diately set  to  work  |)lu(king  out  Iiis  feathers.  They 
had  iiearlv  completed  their  task  when  they  were  inter- 
riipte(l  liv  hearin;;  the  u^ual  call  ot  their  parents; 
on  hearini,'  this  -lu'iial.  the  hawk  hetraii  to  think  he 
was  niakinj,'  too  |on<r  a  >tav.  lie  therefore  walked 
to  the  door  and  spread  out  his  winjis  intendinir  to 
flv  away  as  usual.  To  his  disniav.  however,  he  found 
that  he  was  powerless  to  raise  his  deiui(h'il  iiodv, 
and  hunieilly  tried  to  avoid  nieetiny  (he  parents 
l)v  runninu  aloni,'  the  ^rroiind.  His  efforts  to  e.scape 
were  of  no  avail,  and  he  was  easily  captured  and 
killed  1)V  the  iiidijini'iit   parents. 

"Since  tlie  destruction  of  that  liawk,"  say  the 
I'veans,  "  it  has  alwavs  heen  (|uite  safe  to  leave  our 
children  alone  in  our  huts.  Xo  other  hawk  ha.s 
ever  oiir  Ween  liold  enough  to  molest  them." 


\-2.     Flliill    /Jisnli'inriirr    (.1     TlHiirih/). 

\  married  couple  livintr  at  Lifu  decided  to  leave 
tlu'ir  ancestral  lands  and  to  start  a  home  for  themselves 
in  a  di.stant  part  of  the  island. 

In  ttie  course  of  time  two  children  were  boin  to 
them,  l)otli,  to  their  parents"  <;reat  satisfaction, 
heintf  iiovs.  As  the  children  j^rew  up  to  years  ot 
discretion,  thev  were  strictly  and  frequently  warned 
by  their   iiarents   not   to   visit   a   certain   jiart  of  the 
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ri«'ii.f|iliuuiiii^'   toicst  ;     tliiiii^'li    wliv   their   lilicrty    was 
t  hiis  ciirtailcil  was  i:t'\  cr  ('\|ilaitif(l  to  t  licin.      I'ossililv 
dwiiij,'  to  this  |ii(>hi!»iti<iM.  the  Ikivs   as  is  thi-  tiatun'  of 
liovs.   aiih'iith'   loii^cd    to   \isit    tlic   talioocd    rci^ioii  ; 
tht'n'fort'  on;'  hue  ihiw   wlini  tlx-ir  parrrits  had  pone 
otV  to  t  hell'  [ihiii  tat  ion,  the  ('l(hr  soil  said  to  his  hrotht  r, 
■  Now    is   tilt'   cliaiict'    w"    have   sc   ottcii   loiijr(>r|    top  ; 
It't  us  iiit  at  once  to  till"  foil)i(ld('n  spot  and  find  out 
tor  oiiisi'lvcs  \v.,at  there  is  to  ho  seen.  "     Acconliiigly 
tliev  started  oiY  and  diilv  arrived  at  the  place.      Look- 
ing: about,  thev  failed  to  di.scover  aiiytliin<i  unusual, 
unless  it   were  a   nunilxM'  of  plants  of  the  aloo  kind, 
which    thev    recoirnised    as    the    same    their    parents 
often    used   as   food.     ""  lla,    ha,"   lauiilieil   the   elder 
brother.  "  now   I  understand  whv  we  were  told  not  to 
come  here,     (hir  parents  knew  of  this  rich  suj)j'ly  of 
ood,  hut  wished  to  keep  it  for  tluMiisolvos."     Sayinji; 
whidi  he  hegan  to  dig  up  one  of  the  plants  with  his 
hands.      Pefoie   he   had    heon   lonp  (.ccupieil   in   this 
work.  Cjiite  suddenly  a  live  animal  spranji  out  of  the 
•froiind  an'l  fi.xed  itself  firmly  on  his  nock  with  the 
help  of  its  sharp  claws.     It  had  the  appearance  of 
•111   inimen.se   iizard,   an   animal    held   in   the     M*rnost 
ahhorronco    hy    all     liifuans.       The    more    the    boy 
tried   to   sliako   it   ofT,   the   faster  it   clung.     It    was 
too  horrible  to  have  this  cold-blooded  reptile  hanging 
about  itis  body,  and  immediately  lie  began  to  howl 
at  the  to))  (>*■  his  voice  ;    on  liearing  this,  th-i  reptile 
said  to  him,  "  Oh,  now  you  are  crying.     Why  did  you 
come  here  (     1  never  invited  you,  but  1  know  of  youi' 
disobedience.' 

The  two  lads  then  hurried  off  in  the  direction  of 
their  home  ;  the  lizard  still  clinging  to  the  neck  of 
the  elder.     They  hoped  that  by  this  time  their  parents 
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wdiild  ha\f  ictuiiii'd  liiiiii  the  |)l;i iitiitio'i,  liiit  ill  tliis 
tlu'V  wt'ic  ili<;ip|Miintr(l  Still  the  l:i(l  cried,  and 
still  tilt'  rcptilt'  ciuliraccd  him.  Later  in  tlie  day  the 
pireiits  it'turiieii.  and  as  tliey  drew  neai'  the  hut 
thev  heai'd  the  sdiiiid  ot  liittei'  wailiiii.'.  The  niotiier 
of  the  Ixivs.  lieiiiii  tilh'd  with  an.\iet\'  and  evil  foi'e- 
iHidiniis,  ran  ini  ahead.  saviiiLT,  "  1  wonder  what  has 
ha|)])ene(l  to  the  liovs  '.  "  No  sooner  did  she  catcdi 
sijiht  of  her  elder  son.  howevei.  than  she  knew  e.xactly 
what  had  lia|i|)ened.  In  hei-  sore  distress-  and  ^lief 
she  eried  ahaid.  '"  .Mas  I  alas  I  inv  son.  w  ry  did  you 
disoliev  \is  {  "  In  everv  possiMe  way  she  and  her 
luishand  tried  to  dislodge  the  loatiisonie  creatui'e 
from  their  son"s  n<  k,  Imt  all  in  vain  When  the 
poor  lad  found  that  even  his  mother  was  jiowerless  to 
deliver  him  from  his  (>neniy.  lie  (  ried  still  nioi'e  loudly 
and  i)itterly  than  ever;  so  acute  did  his  fear  and 
dread  liecoiiie  that  soon  he  fell  to  the  ground  and 
expired. 


i;}.     77/r  Ih'cv'iljti]   Ciil'lfi^h    (■•   l-JiK  InlUiCII   "). 

Ill  a  secluded  coconut  j.n-ove  on  the  rockv  Weach 
of  Lifu  there  once  dwelt  two  orphan  sisters.  Iviiiv 
one  eveiiinif  thev  left  their  little  hut  in  seai(  h  of  shell- 
ti-h  and  cralis.  'I'hev  decided,  however,  not  to  tro 
in  one  and  the  same  direction  :  so  the  elder  ^'irl  went 
towaids  the  north,  while  the  younj:;er  one  took  the 
southtilv  direction.  The  former  soon  luid  her  l)aij; 
well  tilled  with  an  assortment  of  dainty  cralis.  and 
was  just  a!>out  to  retrace  her  steps  when  she  oliseived 
to  her  ifveat  delij^iit  a  laruc  '"  eneluimen  "  (a  kind 
of  lolistei'  or  cravtish  not  iisuallv  found  on  the  beach, 
luit  cau<rht  ill  tish  traps  in  the  sea).     As  she  stooped 
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to  captiiic  Ih'I'  |)riz('  he  saiil  to  Ihm',  '"  Throw  away  all 
til''  small  craljs  iVom  vour  hajf  and  put  iiic  there." 
.Most  willmjxlv  she  ol)e\-i'(l,  and  staited  tor  home. 
Oil  her  aiii\al  she  I'ouikI  that  her  sistei'  had  also 
kmcIkmI  liotne.  and  with  such  a  su|)|)ly  ot  small 
cral's  as  amplv  to  serve  for  their  evemnj;  meal. 
Thev  theretore  decided  to  put  the  enehumen  aside 
lor  some  future  meal.  After  supper,  the  two  si.ster.s 
rolled  themselves  u|)  in  their  I'espective  mats  as  usual, 
and  were  soon  fast  asleej).  Durintr  the  ni^lit.  the 
enehumen.  leuvinjf  the  l)aif  in  which  he  had  been 
placed,  stole  over  to  where  the  (dder  sister  was  sleep- 
ing, and  with  his  lonj,'  arms  picked  out  both  her  ey(>s. 
Not  satisfied  with  this,  he  contimied  his  malicious 
attentions  until  he  succeeded  in  destioying  her  life, 
after  which  he  dia<iife(l  her  outside  the  hut  and 
partially  buried  her  body  in  the  jrround.  All  this 
had  been  done  so  .secictly  that  the  vounj^er  sister 
knew  nothinif  of  what  had  lia])])e!!ed  ;  bf»-  when  she 
awoke  ne.Kt  moiiuni;  she  at  once  missed  her  sister. 
She  called  her  bv  name,  hunted  evtM'V  nook  and 
corner  m  .search  of  her,  but  no  sistei'  could  she  tind. 
and  at  lenijth  i^ave  up  the  search  with  a  sadly  ti()ul)le(l 
heart.  A  few  davs  later,  as  she  wandered  about  the 
premises,  she  noticed  a  lar<i;e  swaitn  of  llies  buzzing 
about  some  object,  and  on  >j;oinir  to  discover  what  it 
was  that  attiacted  them  she  found,  alas  I  alas  I 
it  was  the  b(>dv  of  her  poor  dead  sister.  She  was 
terriblv  iriieved  and  di.stres.sed  at  the  horrible  di.s- 
coverv.  but  what  could  she  do  ?  Theie  was  one 
thinu  she  might  attempt,  and  that  was  to  make  an 
uigent  appeal  to  the  spirits  of  their  dead  parents 
bescei  hing  them  to  restore  to  life  her  beloved  sister. 
With  this  purpose  in  view,  and  acting  at  once  on  the 
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lia|)|iv  inspii'iitioii.  she  closed  lici'  eves  and  cariicstly 
hosdiioflit  tlioir  liclp.  Rchold.  wIkmi  slic  .iraiii  opened 
her  eyes,  her  dear  sister  was  standing  before  her. 
Alive  !  ves  ;  hut  hhnd  and  (hiinb.  Again  she  (•h)sed 
her  eves  and  besouirht  trie  spirits  to  restore  to  her  sister 
her  lost  sight  'id  power  of  speech,  and  iiiiiiuMJiatelv 
she  was  en>l   aed  with  the  missing  senses. 

It  was  a  loii^r  time  before  the  two  sisters  could 
muster  sutHcient  courage  again  to  vetiture  forth  in 
search  of  crabs.  One  evening,  however,  being  over- 
come bv  the  desire  for  animal  food  ("  pi  dni  ").  they 
determined  to  take  the  risk  and  set  out  on  their 
expedition,  as  before  each  going  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion. The  ehler  sister  had  not  proceeded  far  before 
she  met  her  former  enemy,  the  enehumen.  Either 
he  failed  to  recognise  her,  or  else  he  was  sadly  lacking 
in  intelligence,  for  he  at  once  accosted  lier,  and 
attempted  to  beguile  her  as  before.  This  time, 
however,  the  girl  was  not  to  be  so  easily  imposed 
upon.  She  blanklv  refused  to  empty  her  bag  of  it.s 
contents,  and  even  declined  to  place  him  therein 
with  them.  She  had,  however,  no  intention  of 
allo"ing  him  to  escape  ;  accordingly,  she  commanded 
him  to  march  on  in  front  of  her  in  the  direction  of 
home.  On  and  on  they  went  until,  owing  to  the 
roughness  o*'  the  road,  one  of  his  arms  dropped  off. 
A*-  this  he  begged  earnestly  to  be  placed  in  the  bag. 
She  stooped  down,  but  instead  of  j»icking  liim  up,  she 
picked  up  the  dismembered  limb,  and  dropped  that 
into  her  bag,  .-iav.ng  at  the  same  time,  "  .March  on, 
enehumen." 

The  way  was  .ery  long  and  rugged,  and  the  enehu- 
men was  so  wearv  that  .soon  another  arm  dropped  off, 
then  a  leg  and  another  and  another  until  the  wretched 
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crciiture  liad  liaidly  a  leji  to  .stand  on.  .Mo.st  piteoiisly 
and  luunltiv  lie  Ix^UiriMl  to  he  carriecL  hut  the  si.ster, 
n'tncinhorin^  liow  eruellv  ho  liad  treated  her,  .steeled 
her  iieart  to  his  a|)])eals  and  coldly  said,  '"  No,  indeed  ; 
I  sliall  do  no  such  tliintj.  I'ray  inarch  on  and  don't 
ijistress  yourself  ahout  all  your  loose  linihs.  I 
have  them  all  in  my  Ijag,  and  intend  to  cook  them 
presently  for  supper."  This  was  poor  comfort  for 
the  enehumen,  who,  however,  struggled  on  until 
his  last  Ic^  dropped  off  and  he  could  not  go  any  farther. 
Then  the  girl  picked  him  up,  and  on  reaching  home 
she  and  her  sister  co(jked  and  ate  him  at  their  evening 
meal. 

Thus  the  clever  and  courageous  girls  saved  the 
eves  and  even  the  lives  of  future  generations  of 
Lifuans  :  for  no  enehumen  has  since  those  days 
had  the  audacity  to  practi.se  his  guileful  tricks  on 
human  heings. 

1 1.    Thr  Sad  Effects  of  a,>  Evil  Temper. 

A  Lifuan  woman,  who  lived  quite  alone  in  a  remote 
part  of  the  island,  was  one  day  collecting  sticks  for 
her  tire  when  she  happened  to  notice  a  ])eautiful 
l)right  red  fruit  growing  on  the  top  of  a  very  high 
rock.  It  looked  so  delicious  and  tempting  that  she 
at  once  hegan  to  climh  the  rock  so  as  to  examine  it 
more  clo.selv.  It  })r()ved  to  he  something  quite  new 
to  her  ;  and  after  she  had  ventured  to  taste  i' ,  she 
found  it  of  such  delicious  flavour  that  she  ate  it  all  up. 
She  suffered  no  ill-eft'ects,  hut  found  soon  afterwards 
that  she  was  ahout  to  hecome  a  mother.  In  due  time 
she  gave  hirth  to  a  little  son,  when  her  happiness  and 
})ride  knew  no  hounds.     A  male  child  was  a  treasure 
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iiuli'fii.  aiiil  >'ii'  ill  iTiiiiiH'd  ill  licr  inMit  I'l  k('('|)  liiiu 
(Mitiicly  tu  licisflt.  Ill'  vrvfw  up  til  Ik'  a  iini'.  Iicaltliv- 
l)(iy.  iit'XTi  IcavuKi  li  iiiutlit'i's  siili'  until  in'  rcaclicij 
the  a;."'  <il'  'it  liiti'cu.  wIkmi  she.  licariiiL'  tliat 
tli'TC  w  ,^  to  li.  a  liii'at  tiilial  iV.  t  at  a  (li.-.tant  villaur. 
(It'teniiincil  ti>  .iltr  I  it.  Tin'  lail.  on  li'aniinir  |'in;a 
li  -  tiiiitlicr  of  lici  iiiti'iitioii,  l>t'y<.'('i|  to  accouipain'  Iut. 
hut,  lum  li  as  si  •■  disliked  tin'  scpaiiitioii  tVom  hiin. 
she  stoi.'ly  I'lusfd  tlic  pi  i mission.  lie  bcijan 
in\vafdl\-  to  icucl  at  tin-  liaisli  icl'usal.  and  as  soon  as 
ii  iHi  I  her  had  staitt'd  for  the  feast,  he  set  1ns  wits 
to  woik  to  invent  some  pi  lU  hv  which  he  iniirht  he 
piesent.  without  lieinL;  iccotrnised.  At  len^'th  he 
decided  what  to  do.  I  le  took  some  of  the  fiuits  of  the 
tice  called  "  llnyime  "  and  stained  his  hodv.  which 
was  much  liLditer  (of  as  th"  natives  sav  "■  icdih'r  ") 
than  that  of  mo-t  l)ii\>.  with  the  juice.  Thus  ha\  iii^ 
darkeced  his  skin  he  set  out  U)V  the  Icasr.  Me  noticed 
that  Ins  mother  had  aliead\  airived.  and  that  she 
.seemed  to  he  enjoyinir  herself  with  the  jfood  thiii;..- 
provided.  At  lenirth.  wticn  s!ie  had  tliorouirhlv 
<r()r<:ed  'ler.self  ami  h-lt  m<ire  at  leisure,  she  heiran 
to  scrutini--e  her  h'llow  ^ruests.  Her  eve  soon  h'll 
on  the  toi  'I  of  a  tine-lookini:  vouth,  wiio.  if  he  had  not 
lieen  so  dark.  mii.dit  easily  have  heen  mistaken  hit- 
her own  hoy.  She  watched  him  h  some  time,  and 
at  last  hecanie  so  suspicious  that  she  huiiied  hack 
to  her  home  to  ascertain  if  he  were  there.  ||ei-  son. 
however,  seeinij;  her  intention,  niaiiajred  to  reach 
home  helore  her.  and,  having'  washed  himself,  was 
lookiiifr  much  is  usual  when  she  arri\ed.  She  felt 
greatly  nlieved  at  tiiiding  him  wheiv  she  had  left 
him,  and  soon  hepiii  to  talk  to  him  ahout  the  fea.st. 
telling  him  ainoiio.^t  other  tliiiiy.s  of  the  lad  that  so 
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mciitiv  rc>("tnl)l«M|  liiin.     Tlicri.   not  yet   fully  iissun-d 

in  hnown  iiiitiil,  slir  :is!;im1  liiiii  if  he  li.id  !)(H'I1  |)n'<<Mit. 

At  first  tlif  lad  ixildh-  asscitcd  that  iu'  had  never  left 

the    place:     hut    thinkin«:   lietttT   .if   it    latei-   i>n.    he 

confessed     that     he     too     had     lierji     present.      The 

mother  on   hearinfi  tl;is  tlew  into  a   terrilile  passion, 

and  in   her  anger   said    such    cruel    thinL's    that    the 

l)ov  in  tursi  also  hecaiiie  angry  and  sullenly  told  her 

that  he  c())dd  no  longer  stay  in  the  home  with  liei-, 

that    he   would    go  away   at    once   and    find   a    home 

elsewhere.     'I'his    was    no    idle    threat.      In    spite    of 

the  entreaties  of  his  mother,  who  now  recognised  that 

she  had  foolishly  allowed  her  tem])ei'  to  get  the  f)etter 

of   hei'.    he    persisted    in    his    resolve  ;     evei;    refu.sing 

to  he  reconciled  when  she  offered  him  all  the  treasures 

she    possessed,      lie    therefore    left    their    little    hut, 

and    climlu'il    u])   the    steep    rock   where    his    mother 

found  and  ate  the  red  fruit,  and  whence  he  had  had 

his  own  oiigin.     There  he  transformed  himself  once 

more   into  the   bright   red   fruit.       His    motliei.   who 

had  heen  following  him  at  a  distance,  soon  came  to  the 

rock,  and  again  seeing  the  fruit,  she  tried  to  pluck  it  ; 

but   it   was  too  fast   for  her.     She   |)ut   forth   all   her 

strength,    but    in    vain  :     she   then   tiied    to   break    it 

free  with  stones,  hut  could  make  no  impression  what- 

e\    r.     And  s(<  the  foolish  mother  liad  to  return  to 

her  home  sorrowful  and  dejecteil,  and  to  live  a  loiu'iy, 

childless   life  to  the  end     >i'    her  days,   renndsefully 

acknowledging  that  her  own  evil  temper  was  the  .sole 

cause  of  her  misery. 

15.    The  Trayic  End  of  tJ-e  Dove's  Gramltnofhfr. 
\   dove  and  a  pige(»n,   who  were  both  descended 
from    human   ancestors,   and   who   hail   become  very 
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tricndlv.    one    djiy    H'S((|vc<l    to    t;iki'    ;i    lontl    Jdimiicv 
toi/i'tlicr.      Hctoic    st;irting    tlu'v    cacli    invited    thoir 
rcspectiv'      fjiMiidiiKitlicrs,     wlio    were    Ijotli     iiiiinun 
lieiiiL's,  to  accdiiipiiiiy  tlicin.     In  addition  to  this,  tlir 
pipcon   also   tool;    witli    liini    a    rat    wlio   u;is   an   old 
friend    of    liis.     .'\fter    tliey    had    jonrne\ed    toi^ether 
many,  tnanv  miles,  tliev  he^'an  to  feel  verv  liunpv, 
and  called  a  halt  in  order  to  scour  the  neiirhhoiirhood 
in  search  ot  food.     Their  efforts,  ho\ve\-ei'.  were  fi nit- 
less  :    not   a  scrap  of  food  could  they  tind  anvwhere. 
At  length  matters  were  getting  so  serious  that  thev 
Ix'gan  to  feel  desperate,  and  the  wilv  pigeon  began 
to  plot  Some  si'heme  for  their  lelief.      Aftei'  a  time  he 
said  to  his  friend  the  dove.  •'  A  very  good  idea   has 
just   occurreil   to   me,    hy   means  of  which    we   may 
save  our  liv(>s  ;    iait  hdore  I   make  it  known  to  vou. 
1  want  you  to  pledge  yourself  faithfully  to  cariv  out 
my  instructions.'"     To  which  the  intiocent  little  dove 
at  once  replied,  •"  Ves.  certainly:    I  will  do  whatever 
you  tell  me  to  do."     The  pigeon  then  explained  his 
pl;..i    for   the    i-elief   of   then    hunger,    which    was   as 
follows:  that  they  should  each  of  them  peck  out  his 
own  grandmother's  eyes,  and  eat  them,  after  which 
they    woukl    be    strengthened    to    proceed    on    their 
journey.     The  gentle  dove  was  shocked  at  the  ciiielty 
of  the  suggestion;    hut  alas!    he  had   promised,  and 
it  had  never  been  his  custom  to  go  back  (ui  Ins  woid. 
Therefoi'e.  with  a  sonowing  heart,  he  went  to  w  liero 
his  grandmothei'  was  sittitig.  and  a>  gentiv  and  kindiv 
as  possible  told  her  of  his  lash  piomise,  and  howgreatlv 
he  was  troubled  about  it.     To  his  gicat  surprise  she 
did  not  raise  the  least  objection.     SI      said  tiiat.  of 
course,  he  would   be  oi>lige(l  to  keep  his  word,  and 
that  she  wouhl   like  him  to  gouge  out  her  eves  with 
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a  small  stick  nt  wndil    which  .ittcr  iinicli  licsitatiMii  he 
did. 

Now  the  cuniiiiiif  pijfcnii  had  tm  iiitciitidH  i>t 
iiiiiil'iii;:  lil^  jfiaiidriHithi'i .  Kinin  the  vcrv  first  he 
had  sc(  ictlv  dctcniiiiKMl  t(i  saciiticc  nidv  the  eyes  oi 
his  old  iricnd  the  rat,  which  he  had  done  dtiriii'^  the 
dove  s  aliseiice. 

The  two  hinls.  the  one  in  nnrth.  the  other  in  sadness, 
ate  theii'  food,  the  i)i(^eon  declaring  that  he  had  nevei' 
enjoved  aiivtliin<^  so  much  in  his  life  (for.  as  everyone 
knows,  eves  are  a   daint\-   morsel).      Having  linished 
their  meal,   hotli   liirds  flew  off  in  seaicli  of  the  old 
folks,      As   thev    neared    the   tices   undei'   whiidi    thev 
had  left  them,  thev  each  heizan  to  call  their  respective 
urandmothcr    liv    !iame.    Init    leceived    an    answerintf 
call   from  one  onlv.      Ah.s  I    for  the  jjooi'  dove  ;    the 
reason    was   soon    olivimis   enoi'^ii.    his   j,ni"'dinother 
lav   dead   on    the    around.      Who   shall    (Kscrilie    his 
(jrief     and      rcnioise.     lie      who     would     nevei'     have 
entertained    the    thoutxhr    of    lmrtinj,f   a    hair   of    his 
(,frandmother"s   liead.      lie   immediately   lifted   u])   his 
voice    and     rent    the    air    wsth    his    loud     lamenta- 
tions.     Hven    to   the   present    dav  \\v  ha>   not  ceased 
to  mourn    her    loss  ;    and  you    may  heai'  him    many, 
man\     times    ever;,     liay    (rixinj:    ve,;t     to    his    sad 
mouintul     sohs        '"  Ku    lioo.    k'l    lioo.    ku.    ku.    ku. 
The    wicked    and    unsynij-athetic    pi:j;e,)ii,    howevei', 
was  so  (leli<;lited  at  the  success  ot  his  strataw'm.  and 
at  findiii<£  his  ;rranilm«)tliei  ali\-e  and  uidiarnu'il.  that 
even   to   the   pi(  sent   day   he  does  little   !)ut   sit   ai:d 
laii<di  all  ihw  ioiitl,  relievinti  his  miithful  i'eeliii<fs  hv 
utteiiiiL'     his     vveil     known      call     '"  llo.o.o.o  liu     hii 
liiim." 
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A  \cmiiil;  l.ilii.iii  and  his  iicwIv-wiMldcd  wife  imcc 
dciidi'd  III  liinld  tlicii'  liut  iiiid  scttl"'  down  on  the 
>linic  (i|  (iiic  ot  tilt'  l(i\-cl\-  little  liavs  oi'  cdxt's  wlii.lt 
liiiiii  <ui'li  ii  |>ictiir<'S(|ii('  Iciitiiic  of  soiiic  |»aits  nl  the 
i>^laiid.  Ilcic  llic\-  duel;  nci  v  lia|»[)il\-  to;.fct  her  foi' 
a  time:    the  liusliand  ciiiploviiiir  his  time  in   inakinj,' 

tishi(i<i  tackle.  ti-~h  tiiips.  cat s,  etc..    whilst  the  wife 

wmked  ill  the  phiiitation.  cooked  thi-  fodd,  and 
occasii.nallv  w;uhM|  out  to  the  reel  in  search  of  shell- 
fish of  various  kinds  to  cook  in  her  "  itra."  and  wliich 
>ii|)|ilies  that  delicate  fisli\-  flavour  so  much  iclislied 
l)y  the  natives.  ( >,it'  da\-  wIhmi  tlio  j^ood  wife  was 
eiipijied  in  this  last-named  occupation,  wadiim  :il)out 
the  reef,  she  was  attacked  1)\-  a  \  icious.  evil-lookinir 
octopus,  lie  pidxt'd  to  he  iio  ordinaiv  inendier  of 
the  o' topiis  species,  for  he  was  evidentU'  olisc^sed 
liy  a  ■■  haze  "'  o|-  (^vil  spirit,  and  was  aiile  at  will  to 
chan,<.'e  himself  into  \iirious  forms,  and  to  ilo  manv 
other  extraordinary  feats  of  soicery.  lie  did  a  thiii;^' 
now  which  no  octopus  had  evei'  done  hefore.  tor  he 
swallowed  the  woman  whole,  and  swam  awav  with  her 
into  the  depths  of  the  sea.  Knowin^f  that  she  was 
e.xpectinif  soon  to  hecome  a  mother,  and  in  older  to 
thwart  her  cherished  hopes,  he  also  swallowed  a  lar<re 
and  h"ivv  stone  which  he  found  hiiiii;  ,nnon>f  the 
tani^led  wei'ds.  This  was  iiit<'inled  in  some  mvsterious 
wav  to  chani,'e,  if  not  to  destroy,  hei-  expecte<l  otT- 
sprinif.  In  course  of  time  he  arrived  <it  the  shore  of 
au  uninhaliited  island,  where  he  disgorged  hi.s  human 
freight,  and  left  her  to  her  own  devices.     The  iinloi- 
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tiiti;itt'  woinaii,  so  sii(|(|riil\-  -n.itclicil  fidin  Imtm'  and 
h,ij)|)iiir>s,  iit  lir-t  l)c^;iii  tn  wi'i'p  ;  l)',it  sdun  iciilisiii^ 
that  she  was  iiniiijiircil  in  liiiili.  and  a|»|)anMitly  tio 
Wdist'  |(ir  luT  stiaiiL't'  iiiisadvciit  iirc  slii'  dccidcil  to 
make  the  lifst  (if  her  ciiciiin^taiici's.  ami  at  <>ncc  lifj.'iiii 
t(i  ('\|tltiii'  the  islaml  and  tiiakc  Iht  jilaiis  for  tlic 
futiirf  cliit'tlv  in  tlic  intficsts  of  tin'  cxpiMtcil  iialx'. 
She  found  the  place  was  ovcri^rown  with  thick  liiislics 
ami  loftv  tit'cs  :  iiuicli  the  sainc  as  her  own  islaml. 
though,  iinliki'  Lifu.  it  appcait'd  to  he  (juitc  destitute 
of  stones.  This  was  a  serious  diawliack,  for  it  would 
hinder  the  making  of  native  ovens  in  which  to  cook 
her  "  itras."  Ilowevcf.  she  had  to  think  liist  about 
the  constiuction  <if  a  hut.  and  having  ohservcd  a 
wide-spreadinjr  hanvaii  tree  (sa)  under  which  she 
<leterniineil  to  hiiild.  she  Icgan  to  collect  long 
sticks,  leaves  and  gi'ass,  and  such  like  materials, 
chepred  hv  the  thought  that  hen;  liei'  child  was  to  l»e 
horn,  who  she  ho|)ed  would  he  a  comfort  ami  joy  to 
her  in  spite  of  her  mishutunes.  in  this  expectation, 
however,  she  was  destined  to  sutler  a  !)itter  dis- 
ajipointnient.  h)r  the  malicious  octo])Us  had  already 
cast  an  evil  spell  over  her  progenv,  so  that,  instead  of 
the  longed-for  child,  she  gave  l)irth  to  a  larti;e  bird's 
egg.  From  this  she  turnecl  in  disgust,  and  entered 
her  hut  full  <d'  soiiow  and  alfiiction.  .Many  <lays 
she  grieved  her  loss,  but  at  leni'th,  moved  bv  a  morbid 
curiositv,  she  went  to  visit  the  spot  where  she  had 
left  the  egg,  when  to  her  surprise  .she  found  slie  had 
arrived  just  in  time  to  see  a  young  hawk  hatched  from 
it.  In  her  solitude  and  ardent  longing  for  something 
to  love  and  care  for,  she  took  it  home  and  .somewhat 
relieved  her  maternal  instincts  by  fe«'ding  and  nursing 
it.     As  the  hawk  grew  bigger  she  gradually  acquired 
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t  III'  ha  I  lit  III'  t,ilkin<f  ti)  liiiu.ahno-I  .1-  it  he  wi'ic  a  liiii  11.111 
cliild.  until  ih  iIm"  i(.uis>'  <'i  tmii'  \\v  hri_Mii  t-  iiiiilcr- 
staml  li'T  \\(ii(U.  Ill'  \va>  imt  alijr  \<i  >|n'ak  to  litT 
III  rcpK'.  Init  iiiailf  >ii,'iis  sn  iiit('lli;r''iil  Iv  tli.it  tlnT.' 
wa.-^  Sduli  nnciH'il  a  inmlc  u|  (•(Hiinilllllr.it  KiIi  lirtwcrn 
tlii'iii  wliicli  cnalilcil  tlifiii  to  ((His  ri>i>  (|uit('  frt'ely 
tui^ctlicr. 

One  (la\',  a>  the  hawk  wa^  |irrrlic(l  lui  tlir  \i>\>  n[ 
a  hi^'h  trt'i-  he  lia|)|>ciicil  ti>  iii>ti'-t'  a  line  ti>li  >\viiiiiiiin^ 
aliniit  in  till  sea.  Taking  a  swii't  ilivf  tii'  simvii 
.sccuicil  it  with  his  taluiis.  ami  rairit'd  it  ntl'  to  his 
lostiM-iiHithiT,  whim:  liv  this  tiiiii'  he  ilrarl\'  lnvcd. 
Sill'  aiiTpti'd  it  with  imtv  >ii,ni  nt  pli'.isiiri',  .iiid  ln'iiifj 
v<M\'  hiin^'rv.  wniilil  ha\r  ruintiii'nri'il  tn  iimk  it  at 
uiirt".  hut  uiilDituiiatrlv  sill'  had  iiu  liii'.  Shi-  had 
never  lieen  tau^dit  the  art  nf  kiiidliii;.f  tire  l)y  the 
friction  of  two  sticks.  After  [)onderiii<i  over  the 
diHiciiltv  for  several  iiiiniitos.  she  said  to  tlu'  hawk, 
"  Mv  child,  now  that  vou  can  use  yoiii-  wiiiijs  so  well, 
will  vol!  fiv  awav  to  niv  iimtliers  home  at  Lifu, 
and  ask  her  to  send  me  ,1  few  useful  articles  '.  I  should 
like  a  skirt  for  nivself.  a  live  tire-stick,  a  piece  of  rope, 
and  .1  c.ilaliash  full  of  fresh  w.iter."  Most  willin'i  to 
o!)lic,fe.  awav  'he  hiwk  llew,  an  I  haviiiLT  jouiid  the 
place,  he  aiitrlited  in  the  lap  of  the  old  w.iman  - 
his  L'landinot her.  whom  he  found  seated  at  the  thres- 
hold of  her  little  hut.  The  oM  woman  was  at  lir.st 
•startled  li\'  his  unccremiinious  intrusion,  hut  on  closer 
oh.seiAatioii  she  hi'L'an  to  reco<;nise  certain  almost 
liumaii  featuies  about  the  liird's  manner.  She  there- 
foie  ventured  to  speak  to  him  in  her  own  laniiuaifi', 
which  was.  of  course,  the  same  he  had  iieen  accus- 
tomed to  hear  all  his  life.  Flyin^f  into  the  interior 
of   the    hut,    the    hird    [»orched    on   a    piece   ol    wood 
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|'i"J<M  tinj^r   tn.in    tlir    lirvplii.f.    scnn^'    which     fh,-   ..M 
>v,. 1,1,111  M-,i<.-.i.  ••  Is  It  ;i  iiv.'  liiv  sti(|<  tlii.f  v,)ii  u;.nt   '  ■• 
T-  this  h."  uaw  ,(  s|iiu<;  ul  nssrtit.      Ilr  th.-n  f|..\v  ..tV 
t"    .'    little    li(M|,  ,,f  stuti..s.    ;iiiil    j.'av.'    the   ,,M    u,„,i;ni 
t-'    iiii.l.M-st.nirl    that    he   alM,    Uiintrd    a    Iru    ,,|    th.-tu. 
■iii'l    Ml   siimlai    wavs    li,-   iNana<r.'(|   \u    i,,akr    kii.,w,i    f. 
'"■'  .ill  lii>  wants.      Whni  at  l..njrtl,  it  iM'.ani.' rvi.|..|,t 
tiMt    all    III-    uants   h,„|    i,....„   sii|,|,li,.,|.  tlH«    kiii.l    ..|.| 
^raii.JMH.th.T  pack...!  th.'  skirt  jikI  sfenrs  it,  ;,   hask.-t 
uiiK  h  s|i<.  (|iii(kly  iiia.l."  Iiorii  cocniint    palm    leaves. 
s''Min..l  l.v  the  inp,.  |„.  ha.l  l),.jru,.,|.  ,„,t   Icrtrettina  f.i 
l<'.nv    two   |(M,ps    with    which    to   suspend    it    liMin'the 
tw.,   win-s  of  the   l.inl.   and   in   such    a   inannei     that 
the  l.iirden  would  ivst  on  his  hack,  in  fact  just  as  she 
'"'••'•'"     \\"l'l<l     'i"\e     c..ine.|     it.      She     then     filled     a 
Jiouni    with    fresh   water,   which    she    advised    him    to 
'•airv    with    his    Leak,    and    finally    she    ti.'d    th<-    live 
tin-  stick  under. .ne  of  his  winjr.s.  when  he  immediatelv 
lli'W  away  on  his  homeward  journev. 

Dinin^r     the     l.irds     absence,     his     mother,     nioiv 
sohtaiy  than  ever  hefore.  sat  gazing  anxiouslv  towards 
the   horizon,    wonderinji   whether   her  son    was   likelv 
to    succ.'ed    in    .".xecatinj,'    the    dillicult    task    sue    had 
•'titni.sted    to    him,    an<l    wh.'ther   she    had    not    .lone 
wrong    in    e.x;p.,sin,ir    him    to   such    danger   ami    risk. 
Hor    mi.sgivinirs    wviv.    !i..wever,    soon    removed,    for 
ptvsentlv  she  was  delighte.l  to  ..l.serve  a  thin  streak  of 
•smoke   away   ove;-   the    skvdine,    which   .hvw    n.>arer 
"'"'    '"'"''er,    until    sh.'    I.egan    cI.mHv    t..    recognise 
th.'   heloved    form   ..f   her  .son    th.'   hawk.    wh.)nrshe 
•■•'•■•■ive.l     with    .lem..nstrations    .,f    the    utmo.st    jov 
Slie   kindled   a   lire  at   <ui.e,  in  which   she   heate.l  the 
stones   .sent    l,v    li..r   mother:     then    phicinu   the   fish 
on  the  stone.-,  an.l  c.,vering  it  with  leaves,  it  became 
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th..n.u<zl.lv  n...k.Ml.  when  slio  and  her  snti  sat  an-l  ate 
it    fooliii"  veiv  happv  aiul  satistied. 

"  V(,w  the  ortopus  had  n..t  been  idle  m  the  meantime 
n.'l.rewin^  schen.es  of  misrluef  airamst  the  unhapuv 

,,,,„„1,..  After  leaving:  the  woman  on  the  ishmd.  he 
turned  his  attention  to  her  h.nely  husl.and.  Ilunk- 
•     r  to  l)e<:uih^  him  into  an  unhai)i)V  mania<je,  he  took 

111  tills  (hsjiiiise  he  soiiuht 


111- 

th( 


oriii  of  a  woman,  ami 
l\v  eveiv   eunnin^'  .U'vice   lie   possessed   to  eaptivate 
his  attentions.     Niirht  and  day  he  (..r  as  we  siionld 
now  sav  '•  she  •")  lin-iered  alxait  the  man's  hut.  trvmu 
to  act  "the  role  of  a   fair  enchantress.     She  sutTered 
however  one  jjreat  disadvantage  in  not  being  en.lowed 
u-ith  conversational  gifts  at  all  adecit.ate  to  her  part. 
If  spoken  to  bv  the  man,  instead  of  an  intelligible 
respo.ise,  she  could  onlv  repeat  trio  w..rds  he  ha«l  used 
in  addressing  her.     The  witch  continued  her  efforts  to 
captivate    him    manv    weeks,    but   so   far  completely 
failed  to  bewitch  her  would-be  victim.     Xav,  more, 
as  time  went  on.  and  as  he  <lailv  recalled  to  nund  the 
l,e1ovod  form  of  his  lost  wife,  he  began  to  loathe  and 
detest    his   evil    temptress,    ar.lentiv    longing    to    rid 
himself    of    her    presence.     He    tried    to    drive    her 
from   the    premises,   threatened    her   very   life   even, 
but    all    in    vain.     Deliverance    was.    however,    near 

at  hand.  . 

One  dav  the  lonely  exiled  wife  said  to  her  s.m. 
the  hawk,  -  1  want  you  to  go  a  second  time  to  Lifu, 
and   I  hoj"'  .^'""  ^^■'' 


1),.  as  successful  as  before  :  this 
'time"l  wish' V. Ml  to  visit  the  home  of  mv  husband, 
and  to  tell  him  from  me  that  he  must  kill  the  woman 
who  is  so  greatlv  harassing  him.  be.'ause  she  has  an 

evil  spirit  (haz«>)-  ' 

The  bird  Hew  uW,  and  soon  arrived  at  his  destination. 
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St'ciiiK    the    liusl)an(l    s([uattiug    near    liis   candf.    IiP 
ricw  on  to  liis  knee,  and  tluM.cc  to  a  coil  of  mpo  l\iii(r 
near.     "  Do  yoii  wish  me  to  take  up  tliat  coil  oi  ropo^  " 
asked  tiic  toiloiii  man.  to  wliicli  the  l)ii'd  <;avo  a  sii,Mi 
of  assent.      He  then  fh'w  on  to  the  head  of  the  woman, 
who  was  as  usual  loiteiing  about  the  hut.      In  some 
mysterious  manner  the   man  s(>enie(l   to  com[)ieh(>nd 
the  sitrn,  and  leadiiy  heiran  to  tie  the  woman's  hands 
to<;ethe?-.     Then     looking    to    the     bird     for    further 
instiuctions,  he  watched  it  take  up  its  position  on  the 
piow  of  his  canoe,  at  which  sign  he  lifted  the  woman 
ahoai'd  ;   then  himself  end)arkini:.  lie  paddled  for  the 
open  sea.     The  man  and  his  female  prisonei-  followed 
clo.sely    with    tlieii'    eyes    every    movement    of     the 
l)ird.    the   forniei'   impHcitly  carrying  out    its  orders, 
and  Jio  douht  .secretly  delighted  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so.     Seeing  it  percli  on  a  huge  stone, 
which  lay  in  the  hottom  of  the  canoe,  lie  obedientlv 
attached  this  to  the  woman  ;    and  at  another   signal 
Hung  htr  into  the  depths  of  the  sea.     The  man  and 
1   rd  then  paddled   foi-  shoic.      Here  it  soon   became 
<'vi(lent  that  the  hird  had  not  yet  ((-mpleted  his  task, 
for  again  he  perched  on  the  prow  of  the  canoe,  and 
as  it  was  cleai'  that  a  .second  voyage  was  intended, 
and  of  greatei'  duration  (.since  the  hird  had  indicated 
that  provisions  would  he  requiied),  the  man  invited 
a    few   of   his    friends   to   accompany    him.     Having 
provisioned  the  canoe,  they  again  made  for  the  open 
sea.  the  hird  flying  ahead  and  acting  as  their   })ilot. 
After  .several  hours  they  came  in  sight  of  the  loiielv 
little   island     wheie   the   K>ng-|o.st    \\if(>    was   waitiiirr 
to  welcome  them,     (ireat  was  the  rejoicing  at  their 
happy   reunion,   and   nianv   were  thr-  expressions  of 
gratitude    l)e.sti)wed     on     the     faithful     hawk     who 
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tl,,.     partv    to    the    (liMi-   homeland   of 


17.  Th<'  Viniiifin-iif  fdi-ciil. 
\  s,n:ill  hut  sta.i.li.i-  m  tlir  iiiulst  of  a  -rov.>  of 
,„,on,.t  ,.a!,ns  ,n  a  lon.lv  part  of  thr  mt.nor  ot 
I  iiu  was  th.'  hoiuc  of  a  happv  aiul  woll-contcnt.-,! 
couple,  whoso  ten.U'ivst  atY.-rtions  wov  ..M.tiv.l  .m 
their  onlv  rh.l.l.  a  htth"  .lau^rhter.  As  the  <'h,!. 
.Mvw  in  stature  she  .h-veh.pe.l  a  lu'autv  ot  lorn,  an.l 
H.nne  rarelv  known  and  never  excelhMl  l.v  the  Lelles  ol 

the  island!  Her  hair  was  lon^^  tair,  and  straiplit 
(„ut  wavv  or  eurlv  hke  that  of  the  ordinary  run  ot 
criris)  •  her  coniph^xion  was  ru.hlv.  her  teetli  of  l)earlv 
whiteness,  and  her  eves  i.r.^rht  with  fun  and  iaught«'r 
ITor  charnis  were  still  furtliei  enhanced  l.y  sraeetul 
tattoo  marks  on  each  si.le  of  her  fac.  rxtend.n^r  from 
the  corners  of  her  mouth  almost  to  her  shapely  ears. 

\uvv  it  eame  to  pass  that  as  her  father  gazed  upon 
her  vouthful  beautv  and  marked  her  cver-moreasing 
loveliness   from   -lav   to   dav.    he    became    more    and 
,nore  lustfullv  (.nanuuired  of  her  :    until,  almost  driven 
to  .Icsperation.  he  vowe.l  he  would  not  rest  until  he 
,„uhl  claim  her  as  a  wife.      With  this  object  m  view, 
he   made  known  his  intenth.ns  to  the  girl  s  motlier. 
his   wife,   hoi.ing   to  enlist    her  aid   m   his  iniquitous 
pn.jeet  of  deeoving  the  girl  and  rendering  her  eom- 
plaeent      So   rabid   was   the    man's   passion   that    lie 
threatened    to   take    his    wife's    life    if    she    tailed    to 
secure  the  submissive  obedience  of  their  .laughter. 

Xo  sooner  did  the  mother  reveal  the  matter  to 
her  daughter  than  the  girl  beeame  tilled  with  disgu>t. 
ab.soluteh-  refusing  to  entertain  the  idea  for  a  moment  : 
Mnd  in  her  shame  an<l  sorrou  she  at  once  determined 
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to  Wcr  t'idin  lidiiu'  and  to  iciiiaiii  lar  licyoiid  his  it'acli. 
She  had  tew  ])ic|)aratioiis  to  tiiakc.  and  having  sai(i 
(ro()d-t)ve  to  luT  mother,  sho  started  that  same  da\-, 
seeking  thiough  the  tangleil  Imslies  a  place  of  satetv 
where  she  might  i  .de  from  her  unnatural  father. 
After  journeving  many  miles,  she  discovered  a  laim' 
cave  svhei'e  slie  deteiniined  to  spend  the  night,  and 
po.ssihly  to  make  a  tiMuporary  liome  for  lieiselt. 

As  soo  1  as  the  lathei'  learned  of  his  daughter's 
flight  he  became  very  angry,  and  set  out  aftei'  her 
in  hot  pursuit.  In  some  places  he  was  al)le  to  track 
her  1)V  her  footsteps,  in  otheis  by  the  distiirl)e(l 
undei'tfrowth,  and  in  this  mannei-  he  ai'rived  at  the 
cave  towards  evening. 

Directlv  the  girl  discerned  her  fathei's  form,  as 
lie  stood  at  the  entrance  of  the  cave  in  the  light  of  the 
setting  sun,  her  heart  heat  fast  with  terror,  and  she 
sought  to  find  a  hiding-place  behind  a  large  stahactite 
which  stood  alone  in  the  michlle  of  the  cave.  The 
fathei'.  now  fullv  assured  that  he  would  secure  liis 
coveted  victim,  slowly  entered  the  cave,  glancing 
c(uickly  around  on  every  side  in  .search  of  her.  Seeing 
no  one  inside,  he  concluded  that  she  had  surely  been 
metamorphosed  into  the  stalactite  standing  before 
him.  This  tliought  filled  him  with  such  madness 
and  wrath,  that  he  rai.sed  his  heavy  fighting  club, 
strikini'  the  brittle  stone  with  such  a  powerful  blow 
as  to  shatter  it  to  atoms.  He  noticed  that  one  large 
frasrinent  of  tlie  shattered  lock  flew  towards  the 
darker  recesses  of  the  cave.  This  he  diased,  but  it 
cleverly  evaded  his  grasp,  then  suddenly  disappeared 
in  the  gloom,  leaving  no  visible  trace  behind.  After 
waiting  and  searching  about  for  some  time  longer 
and    havinu   failed    to   detect   the   narrow  fi.ssure   by 
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wliitli  the  L'ill  li'iil  actiialK'  iii.hIc  Iut  cxjpc.  lir 
rctiiriH'il  lioini',  imitti'rini:  iiii|iii'catiiins  ot  tcrniilc 
iiii|iiii  t  as  lit'  went. 

The   Lriil,    tiiiilinn-   hcrsclt    onro   iiiorc   in    tln'    i)iisli. 
WiiiMl.Mcd  oil  Mild  till,  iiliifkinir  wiltl   fruits  jiiid  titlicr 
(■ilil)|fs  til  satisfv  liiT  lnint_'iT.     Tlicrt'  wfit'  iii>  >i;.nis  t)t 
Iminaii    lialiitatiim   \i>   Ix'   st't'ii.   ami   as  tlic   ilarkiifss 
\\a-~  iiiiw  last  tailing  n\rv  t!ic  tnii'st  she  sat  down  near 
a   iallfii  trt'i>.   weary  antl  dt-jcctt'il   in  spirit.      As   .-he 
sat  tluis.  woiidciiiiir  what  was  to  liocoinc  ot  lii'i'.  slif 
was  .startlcil  liv  a  straiiiff  antl  uncouth  voice  souiiilin<if 
Iroiii  tlie  lolia«,'e  above.      Lookinjf  up.  she  saw  a  hirife 
Hzanl.    an    animal    she    had    always    lieeii    tauirht    tti 
re<Mrd    with    hiathinij;.    and    which    nt.w    so    greatly 
scared  her  that  she  stoml  on  her  feet  to  tlee  away  with 
all    speed.      Before,    howevei'.    she    could    move,    the 
lizard  arre.steil  her  tlipht  liv  addre.ssinjr  her  in  gentle 
and   kindlv  tones,  assurintr  her  sh(>   had   nothin«i  to 
fear    from    him.     The    pooi-   girl,    only    too    glad    to 
hear  a  kind  word,  again  seated  herself  on  the  ground. 
Ilei-  strange  friend  then  began  to  (pie.stion  her  as  to 
how  she  came  there,  st.  far  from  the  haunts  of  men. 
She    willinglv    ptiuivil     torth    her    pitiful    .story,     on 
hearing    which    the    li/.anl    was    st.    deeply    touched 
with  svinjiathv  that  he  inviteil  her  to  make  her  home 
in    his   plantation,   stipulating   (Uily   that    she   shoidil 
not   consume   any   sugar-cane   oi'   bananas   that    were 
partly  eaten,  for  such,  he  informetl  her.  wt>re  his  own 
special  pfutions. 

The  recentlv  foilr.rn  girl  soon  became  i[uite  recon- 
cil(Ml  to  h(U'  n(>w  home  and  siirroumlings.  ami  ind(><>d 
was  b(>ijinnin<:  tti  feel  more  lU'  less  hap|)y  in  hei' 
romantic  life,  when  one  day  she  observ(>d  in  the 
distance    the    tlreach'tl    torm    t,f    her    father    ct.ming 


CM.  Ml     K(>V.\i;rV    ISLAND   lk<:kxds 


2^\'^ 


tdwaiils  lii'i'.  TiviiiMiiiLr  with  Iciii'  Mtiil  (lisiiiaw  slic 
hastily  iiituriiifd  her  friend  the  h/.ard.  who  as  (|iiickl\' 
(h'tcriniiu'd  t(i  savr  lici'  at  all  (•(i>ts.  Kitst  In-  tuld 
hi'i  t(i  cdxcr  iifi  lii'ad  with  a  ilcad  iiaiiaiia  leal,  ami 
then  <_n\'iiiif  iu'i'  a  laii/f  i^'oiiid.  he  licix^rinl  hci'  to  lidld 
it  ill  ln'i'  arms.  DiicctK-  tin'  L-'iil  did  thi-  all  her 
phvsical  licaiitv  iiiaificallv  disappcaii'd  ;  alsd,  liv  tlu' 
saiiif  nia<;ic.  the  ^(Hird  (ipcin'd  to  her  tdiicli.  rcxcalinji 
tn  her  astoiiislu'd  eves  a  tine  haliv  hoy.  By  this 
tiiiif  the  tatlici'  had  arrived  on  the  scene,  (ijancing 
casuallv  at  the  honielvdookinjx  woman,  and  entirelv 
failinti  to  recoirnise  his  dauij;litei-,  he  iii(|uired  it  there 
was  a  vounir  .U'iil  stavint'  aiivwlieic  in  the  neiuhhour- 
hiKid.  lie  was  told  there  was  no  tiirl  in  those  parts 
(she  hersejl.  of  eonise.  was  no  loii^ei-  a  ^'irl.  Iteinjj 
the  mother  of  a  child).  Her  father  then  passed  on 
his  wav.  and  when  he  had  (luite  disa])i)eared.  tiio 
lizard  a<jain  e.\ercis(Ml  his  niauie  hy  restoiiiisj 
her  heaiitw  and  i»y  returninji  the  child  to  its  lied  in 
the  dried  <rourd. 

Now  althoiiirh  1)V  this  time  the  <xirl  anil  the  lizard 
had  hecome  fast  friends,  and  were  in  the  hahit  oi 
sjieiidinif  manv  liouis  each  day  in  one  another  s 
societv.  the  <.nrl  verv  naturally  liey;an  to  lon^  for  a 
siuht  of  her  dear  mother  and  of  the  home  of  her 
happv  childhood.  She  tliou<fht  and  tlioii<flit  ahoiit 
the  pi'uject  until  she  could  no  loiitrer  restrain  lior 
(h'siie.  She  iid'ornieil  ihe  lizard  of  hei-  intention,  who 
tried  hard  to  dissuade  hei'.  saying  many  tlatteriiitr 
things  to  induce  hei'  to  pidlon<i  her  visit.  Seeing, 
howe\er.  that  her  heart  was  set  on  ;ioin.ir,  and  that 
hei'  resol\-e  could  not  lie  shaken  l>y  anv  of  his  ai'iiu- 
ments.  he  i-eluctantly  as.sented.  at  the  same  time  still 
furthei'  t)roving  his  irood  will  1)V  hel]iin>x  her  to  distruiso 
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licr-i'lt  ,i>  nil  ,1  lurincr  (iccasHiii.  Ilr  ^ilso  olTcicd  to 
exult  lici  as  lar  as  licr  liuint".  tn  prntcct  liei' 
fiom  all  ilaimt'r.  I'lxcivtliiiii,'  lifiiiLT  tliiis  satislactnrilv 
))lami«'(l.  awav  tln'v  went  tii^'ctlicr  ;  the  tiaiisfdrmcd 
l)caut\-  with  Iht  cliiM  ill  its  sliu;i!(lcr  sjiiit;  ("  iiiirdin'- 
pi'iii,' "),  ami  till- lizard,  who  nalkcd  ahi-ad  and  acted 
as  rniide.  ( )ii  their  arrival  at  the  <s,\v\'s  home  thev 
I'oiilid  the  mother  alone,  attendiiiij  to  hoiisidiold 
duties.  She.  stM'iim  a  partv  of  straiipMs  on  her 
threshold,  hastened  to  <zive  them  the  usual  cordial 
welcome,  and  to  olVer  tiiem  hospitalitv.  She  did 
not  recotrnise  her  daii<;lite!'.  and  proliaMv  wnuld 
nevei-  ha\t'  done  so.  hail  not  the  <,'irl.  no  loii>r(>r  al>le  to 
i-estiain  hei'  leelitiifs  of  lihal  love,  rushed  to  her 
motiier  and.  fallin<f  Jjefoic  her  to  the  lii'ound.  made 
lierself  known.  Wiio  can  desci'ihe  the  jov  of  the 
mother's  heart  as  she  bent  over  her  dearlv  lielo\ed. 
iiut   lonti  lost   daughter. 

Soon  after  their  salutations  were  ended,  the  fatliei' 
of  the  girl,  who  had  Ikmmi  mending  his  canoe,  returned 
lionie.  and  seeing  the  strangiMs  he  also  extended 
a  hiMrty  welcome  to  them.  .Mthough  he  looked 
closely  at  the  woman  .md  her  child,  he  nevei'  for  a 
moment  suspected  her  real  ideiititv.  and  soon  left 
the  visitors  to  the  care  of  his  wife,  while  hi'  went 
ofT  ill  search  of  lish  for  their  e\-eiiin'f  meal.  I)urin<' 
his  altsence  on  tlii.s  errand,  the  lizard  ventured  to 
suggest  to  the  mother  and  daughter  a  method  of 
putting  an  end  to  their  domestic  troubles,  naiiielv, 
that  the  juice  of  a  certain  poisonous  fruit  should  he 
mi.xed  with  the  man's  food,  and  placed  before  him  in 
a  separate  ""  itra."  This  was  agieed  u|ion.  ,iiid 
when  the  father  returned  home  wearv  ami  hungrv 
the  poisonous  food  was  given  him.      lie  was  specially 
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aiatiiifd  nil  tindirij,'  that  li's  witr  had  iiia(h'  an  "  itia 
for  himself  ali.iii'.  and  ate  n\  it  vciv  fivcly.  the  ri'>ult 
hciiii'  that  lit'  sdttn  liccaiuc  \fiv  ill  and  died.  Alter 
a  tmic.  the  li/.aiil.  fcaiinj:  he  nii^dit  he  ()iit.>tayin<,'  his 
wi'li'iiiiH'.  and  nut  \vishin<,'  to  tie-pass  furthrr  on  his 
fiiiMids'  hospitality,  dctcrniincil  to  ii'tmn  to  his  own 
pla,-e.  I.ut  iioti<-iiiL'  that  the  triil  was  reluctant  to  leave 
h(>r  nidther.  he  coiiseiitetl  to  her  reiiiaininLr  hi  her  old 
home  :  also,  as  his  parti n;,M,nft,  he  allowed  Ikm'  to  keep 
the  child  he  had  lent  to  her.  He  then  retraced  his 
steps.  i('achin«i  his  home  in  s.ifetv,  wheic  he  eoti- 
tiniiecl  to  live  in  solitude  for  the  re-^t  of  his  days. 


IS.    W'liij  flir    l.tl'iiiiis   li'ii'l  llicn-   Ihdil   m   tin' 

Manv,  maiiv  years  aj^o.  there  dwelt  in  the  villa^^t' 
of  Trai)Ut  on  the  island  of  Lifu  a  married  couple. 
As  is  commonly  the  case,  histoix  does  not  record 
the  name  of  the  woman,  but  we  are  told  that  th(^ 
man's  name  was  ""  Kommo-Kommo  "  {Kouuh  Play). 

N((W  Kommo-Komino  was  ohliut'd  to  pay  a  visit 
to  his  head  chief  twice  every  year  to  convey  to  him 
his  tribute  of  yams  and  othe;  native  food.  It  so 
ha])pene(l  that  durinjj:  one  of  these  visits  to  court 
he  was  taken  very  ill  and  died.  Accordin<i  to  the 
usual  custom  of  the  land,  lie  was.  the  same  day. 
u'ra|)])ed  up  in  mats  and  laid  in  his  place  of  interment, 
namely,  a  hole  or  small  cave  in  the  rocks. 

The  sad  news  of  the  man's  death  was  spei'dily 
coiiveveil  to  his  wife,  who,  poor  soul,  had  been 
alwavs  treated  by  him  with  harshness,  not  to  say 
downright  cruelty,  since  the  time  of  their  marriage. 
Xevertheless    .she    knew    what  was    expected  of    her 
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•'V    the    tillir    hnlKiinril    cllstDlii    (i|     the    |,|||(|.    ;,n,\    was 

-HI. II  oil  her  \\a\    In  tl:c  >|M,t  in  wliicli  Iii>  iviii.iiii-  lia<! 
li'-i'M  laid.  Tlific  tip  |iniir  out  lirr  loud  laiiii'iitations  and 
'-''■i«'t-      "ii   aiiiviiiir  at   tlif   placf.   she  (■oiiniicnccd    to 
wall  and  li.Mt  licr  lin-ast.  the  l.iiidcii  o|  ||,.r  cyy  heinu 
"  "li      iiiv     liiisliaiid  '       Ala-  '     alas  '       lor     in.'.       ()|i 
that  \vc  iMiirlit  once  at'aiii  walk  side  li\-  >ii|,.  ,i>  on,,,  w,' 
'li'l  '         \\  lii'ii    at    h'liirtli    her    iiioiirninL;    \\,i-   ended, 
.iiid   she   h.id    [iro\-ed    till'   i.n'niiinen<'s-  ot    her  sorrow 
l>\-    iriiiaiiiiiie-  sexcral   da\s   near  the   corpse,    -h,.   ^et 
"lit  lor  ht-r  hdint..  weepinir  and  lainentinir  aloud  as  she 
went.      Siiddeiil\-.   and    hetoiv  -he   had   ^niie   \erv   far. 
^Ik'    liccailic    coiix-iolls    of    the    [ileseiiee    of    soii'c    llll- 
ia!thl\-    lieiijir   follouinu  e|(,se|v    lieliind    hiu.   and    on 
riirnin<r    (|iiickly    round    she    saw     to    her    disniav    a 
I'lindlc  of  mats  Inirrvini:  after  her.  and  on  the  top  of 
the  mats  was  som(>tliiii(r  like  a   human   head   makinji 
most  m-otesipie  and   lioirihle  irrimaces.      The  woiiiiin, 
"I    coiirse.   took    to    Iicr    heels    jmd    urew   e\-eii    more 
terrified    on    iieariiiL'   a    voice    from    the    midst    of  the 
mats  calliiitr  idoud,   '•  Wait   for  me.    I   am  cominix  as 
fa-t  as  I  can.      You  wanted  to  walk  liv  m\-  side,  and 
now  that  I  am  here  voii  liiirrv  awa\-."      Findin<r  that 
she  could  not  possil.ly  outrun  <^lu>  mats,  she  made  for 
the  nearest  tree,  up  which  .he  climlied  in  the  hope  of 
liidin^'  herself  amon^rst  its  loliag(>.      iJiit  the  spirit  of 
Komnio-Kommo.  for  it  w,is  indeed  his.  discovered  her, 
and   a<ra!ii    he   invited    her  to   come  down   and    walk 
with  him.      |i\-  this  tiin(>  lier  irrief  liad  iri\-en  place  to 
intense  terror  and  dread  :  she   no  lonirer  desired   tiio 
fompatiy  of  her  Imsliand.  her  chief  concern  now  was 
how  l.est  to  j,ret  rid  o!'  him.  and  reach  home  with  tlie 
least     possiMe    delav.      Not     dariiiif    afraiti     to    take 
to  the   road,   sji(>  climhed   from   one  tree  to  another 
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Ulilll    llli;ill\-.    lMiMtlllcs>    iilnl    cxhimMrd.    she    nMrlinl 
li,.|  ,,\\n  hut.      lI'Mc  -he  w.i^  iiirt  liv  liiT  fiitliiT  in-Liw. 
t,,    wliniii    slir    ivl.itffl    licr   -franur    ailvniliiio.      Sli.- 
\\a<.  IniUfviT.  L'lvatK'  ci pinlnitcd  ami  iras^iiicil  liv  Ins 
\\(iiil>   .il    >viiijiatliv.   rspcciallv    wlicii    lie   said    that    il 
111-    -nil's    spirit    -ImiiiM    (laiv    t<p    iMitiT    till'    Ikmim'    hr 
\v<nihl    -tiikc    it    ildwn    til   tlif   cartli    with    his    Ihmw 
fialitiiir    (lull.      I']\i'iits    altcr\var(l>    pinxcd     that     he 
h.id    |.rniui-i'd    iiiHic   than    ln'  cimld    pfit.nin.      Spirits 
ha\f  little  irar  nl'  liulitm;/  chilis,  and  cld.-ril  d(i«iis  <l(i 
nut    iHvvent   tl   il    entrance.     The   spirit  (if    Kuniiud 
IvdiniiKi  was  11(1  e.xccptidii,  hir  shditlv  alterwards  he 
entered  his  lidine.  in  spite  dl  fverv  threat  and  hairier. 
N'd  sddiier  had  he  ^'aineil  a  tddtini:  in  the  iiiit  than  he 
set  td  wdik  ticklmi:  the  Imku.-  dl  his  wile  and  lather 
td   such   a    de-iree   that    they    were   alinost    mad    with 
hv-tencal    laughter.      In    spite    df    all    thoir    earnest 
pleadings,     he    stiililidinly    refused    td    d«>sist.    until, 
iidt   heing  alil"'  to  endure  it  aiiv  l(Hif;er.  their  spiiits 
departed,  and  thiated  away  to  the  spirit  land.    Kdinnid- 
Kdiniiid.  seeniinglv   w(>ll   satisfied   with   his  work,   lav 
(hiwn  and  slept  liv  the  side  of  the  (h'ad  Itodies  of  his 
two    victims.      Here    ho    was    fdiind     ii(>.\t     nidinincr 
liv  an  old  woman  df  the  village,  wild  raised  a  cry  df 
aiarm.     The  neighhoiirs  flocked   into  the  house.   Imt 
neither    the    old  woman    nor    Kdrnmo-Komnid    were 
aiivwhere  to  l)e  seen.      As  tli(»  jx'dplo  looked  upon  tlii> 
faces  of  the  dead,   however,  they  were  not  slow  in 
surmising  tlie  caii.se  of  ttieir  death  :    for  the  tickling 
propensities  of  spirits  of  the  dead  is  a  fact  well  estaii- 
lished   in   the  islands.      After  considerinji  tlie   matter 
for  a  time,  the  juMiple  present  concluded  that  if  the 
'lead  were  td  l)e  allowed  the  liberty  of  coming  forth 
from    their    places    of     sepulture    and    torment    their 
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llMlli:     IiM'IkN.     111.'     U,Hlh|      hi I,,        ,1       iViil     ImImI.'Ii     to 

tlH'tll  .ill.  TlhTi'tniv  It  u,|>  ilrciilnl  fliiit,  fli.lii  tll.il 
tlllic  Iniuaid.  ;ill  (Ir.iij  IkmIio  Udiij.l  hr  ex  |  ircf  r,  I  to 
'■'•'ll''l'l    111    fll''    pl.l<«'    III    ulllcll    tllf\-    Ii.kI    Imtii    1,11(1    l.\ 

tlicn     Inrli.js.        .\Nm    It    VV.i-    I(.s,,|\,.,|    th.lt    thrv    si 1,1 

'"'  ''II'HmI  (lrr|,  III  the  \\;iliii  .Mitll,  tluit  tlir  miiIs 
^'l"lll''     1"'    "'-ll    |il<'s>c(|    (li.uii    iiJMixr    tlii-ni.    ;|||i|    tllJt 

tlirir  they  sImiuIiI  rciiiiiiii  iiiitil  tlicv  rctmtifil  to  .Jn-t. 

lit.     '/'//<■     \\'n„</r,J'>ll    Ailrriiht,;^    nf    TllOr    ()ii,h<n,<. 

'  'II  ;i  i"il<\-  liciMlhiiid  (il  the  isliiiiil  <>!  I, ill!,  ami 
uitliiii  (M.M-  r.Mcli  ,,|  the  luii-h.  sliiiiulv  licacli,  tliciv 
DMci    st(MMl  a   small  tliatcli.'d   Imt,   tin'  >,,!,.  uccii|.aiit-; 

nl'    wllicll    \\|.|C    tlllVC    (.ipliall    lliildri'll.        Til.'    fldcst    nf 

these,  a  clt'M'f  lonkinj:  liUlc  ;.rirl  son;'  fi\c  m  ~i.\ 
vcars  of  a<.'f.  had  f\idt"iitl\-  s(iiiH'thiii<:  scrini.s  wci^rlmi^r 
•  111  hiT  luiiid.  h.r  .she  liM.kcd  aii.xioii.s  and  caicwnin. 
Hit  l.ioth'T.  wild  was  l.an-lv  three  veais  u|,l.  was 
wat-ehiii;r  "ver  and  aiiiiisiti|r  hjs  little  hahv  limther. 
who  lav  kiekiiii^r  iq,  hj,,  |,p,>|..;  ,,„  ^]^^,  jj,„,,.  ,,f  ^j|,,  |,||, 

.\t  the  time  oiir  story  M|iens  the  children  had  hut 
recently  heen  iiereaved  of  the  Inst  of  their  |)arents. 
iiiimelv.  the  mother:  and  the  prol.lem  which  was 
troiiiiluiir  the  little  ^rirl  was  liow  to  suppjv  the 
helpless  hai.v  with  fittintr  iH.iiii.sliment.  .\s  reirarded 
herselt  ami  Vdiiiijrer  l.rotiier,  there  was  no  cause  for 
present  anxietv  on  the  score  of  food,  since  their 
|)ii rents  had  left  several  lar<re  plantations  for  their  ii-c. 
But  althotiyli  tiiey  had  such  a  pioiitifiil  siippiv  of 
yams,  taro,  sweet  [lotatcx's,  etc..  she  was  aware  of  the 
iinsiiitableness  of  such  fare  for  a  ehild  of  only  a  few 
months  old.  .Moreover,  she  Jiad  no  fire  left  with  u  Inch 
to  cook  this  garden  produce.    Since  lier  mother's  deat  h 
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.!„•  li.ul  nnuiishnl  the  rliihl  with  tli.'  lUlc..  cf  sn^ur- 
,,,„..  .mmI  tl.r  milk  ./  vorv  vnung  ooi-oiuits.  She 
K.wvv-i-.   f.'.'l  satistuMi   tbiit    ''if  'Ipht  baby 


iviv   vtM.ctiiriaii  'lid ,   tliercfor*' 
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.1,,.    , lr.nl. .1    t..    risk    l.'avMiL'    Ii'T    l"..tlu'r    \u    -•linrj;.' 
,,,    |„,„.    whiKl    ^li.'    u'Mit    ..M    a    slu'll  tisliiiiL'    .■.vp'''li- 

tiun  Startii.L'  "H'  ;i'  '"'■■''^  "'  ''•',\'-  ■^'"'  '"'"^  '"''  ^'''1''' 
i„  til..  .ln...ti..ii  ..f  a  siinlv  Im...!:  n.^t.-.l  |.,i  it^  .  ral.s 
.,,,,1  NaiH^tv  ..I  -iH-ll-tisli.  ib'i  ini.al  was  s..  inucl. 
',,.„,„, ,„„l,  l,..w..v.M-,  l.v  taniilvai.xH.tH-sthat  l..'tnr.> 
.1,,.  ha.l  .r.,t  far  .m  taT  l.a.ni.'V  si..'  f..U.i.l  thai  sh.' 
|,;,.l  l,.tt  Tiu'  iM'at.'i,  track  :  and  >lH.rtlv  l..un.l  Ihtm^H 
,„  a  wil.l  a.Kt  .l.'s-.lat.'  iv-um  l.v  tla-  .."asi.l...  Sl,.' 
h,...-  r.m.inrn.<Ml  iicr  s.-anh,  aii.l  was  s....i.  s.,  l.usilv 
,.H.r,„s>.Ml  in  h.T  nrvny.iUnu  as  n..t  t..  he  awai.'  <- 
tl„.   nres,.,..-.'  ui  a   nuinlMT  ..f    .l.Mn..ns  until   sli.'   ha.l 

1 n   th.M.'   s.M,,.'   tun.'.      L..nkin)r   up   su.hhMilv   tnm, 

.,  |,,,,,,„1  |).H.l,  mt.i  wh.us.-  manv  tint.'.l  .loptlis  she  lia.l 
l„.,.n  snnvlunn  tor  h.-r  pivv.  sho  was  suipnsnl  t..  s.m> 
,  hu.r,.  n„k  risincr  up  ..at  nt  th.'  s.nallor  tra,mnfnts  u\ 
,,u.k"wlnl.'  .lan.injz  an.un.l  it  ^vas  a  tn.op  ..t  .l.-inons. 
iMcallv  known  hv  tla-  nanu'  .-f  -  'IVlopi,"  an.l  gmitiv 
<ln.a.UMl  hv  the  islaiahMs.      N..  .m-  ha.l  .'Vfr  warn.x 
tl„.   ,rirl   that   tlu'   place   was   haunt..!  :     but   sla^   ha. 
h..a,.l  often  of  the  teU.pis  aiul  tlieir  .Muel  aeeds.  and 
Huirklv  recojinised  the.n  n..w  bv  their  larfze  h'et  an.l 
swolh-n  roun.l  heads.     As  the  i...or  jzirl  turne.l  to  tlee. 
tliev  all  set  out  in  pursuit,  and  .puckiv  .ivertakm^'  her 
th.-v    IhuuhI    her    hands    and    feet,    and    earned    her 
,,nt..  th.'   lower   regions,    where   thev   w.'r.'   w.nt   to 
1„,M  Their  cannibal  f.>asts.      .\s  s..on  as  they  arrived 
at     tlieir    <lestinati..n.    thov    i.lac'd    her    un.h'r    the 
chirce  .if  an  ol.l  woman,  whos.'  .lutv  it  was  t.)  prepare 
th.'  native  oveus  and  cook  the  b.nUes  ..f  all  captive. 
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snatcljfd  fi(„n  fli.^  upper  world.  Now  it  so  liapjx'ticd 
that  at  the  moment  of  their  arrival  the  old  woman 
was  nnusnally  husy,  havin<r  more  work  than  she  could 
possil.ly  attend  to:  she  therefore  appealed  to  the 
ehief  of  the  ••  telopis,"  requesting  that  the  jrirl's  life 
should  he  spared  ff)r  a  time,  in  order  that  she  might 
be  emploved  as  assistant  cook.  To  this  the  chief 
assented. 

As  the  sha(h)ws  of  evening  lengthened,  and  th.'  sun 
hegan  to  tinge  the  placid  ocean  with  a  red  glow  of 
'oh'iir.  the  little  hoy  left  at  home  to  guard  the  baby 
began  to  feel  anxious  on  account  of  his  sister's  h.ng 
delay.     Eagerly    he    watched    for    her    ap.pearance'^ 
and    as   it   grew   darker,    hstened    for   her   footsteps,' 
but    no    sister    returned    to    cheer    their    home.     At 
h'ligth.  wearied  with  long  watching,  he  resolved  to  go 
himself  in  search  of  her,  and  having  made  his  baby 
brother  as   cond'ortable    as   possible   he   started    off'. 
Needless  to  say.  he  searched  in  vain,  and  feaiini:  to 
lose  his  way  in  the  darkness,  he  returned  home  sad  and 
forlorn  and  lay  down  to  sleep  by  the  side  of  his  babv 
brother.     As  he  slept  he  saw.  as  in  a  vision,  the  h.rm 
of    his   (>ead    niothei'  conntig  towaids    him  ;    then    he 
distinctly  heard  her  well-reniend)ered  voice,  instruct 
ing  him  that  as  soon  as  day  dawned  he  must  visit  a 
certain  pool  of  water  in  the  neighluiurhood.  and  that 
he   must  embrace  whatever  he  .saw  standing  up  in 
the    middle    of    the    w.iter.     Attaching    the  "utmost 
importance  to  this  message  from    his  dead   mother, 
the    lad  started  off    early  in  search  of  the  place  de- 
scribed.    On  his  arrival  at   the   po,,|   he   f,,und  a   tall 
sapling  standing  upright   in   the  centre  of  it.  gently 
swaying  to  and  fro.  as  if  to  call  his  attention.      Plung- 
ing into  the  water,  he  thn>w  his  arms  around  it.  as  Jus 
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iiiotlior  had  coiiuiiaiKhML  wlu'ii  he  iiiinicdiati'ly  touiid 
hiiiisolf  >ri()\vin(r  tallci'  and  .stroiijii'i'.  until  in  a  shoit 
tim(>  lu'  attai;  .;  the  lull  stn'ii^ftli  and  stature  nf  a 
man.  On  the  nitiht  foilowin^'  the  imitlier  of  the  two 
l)o\s  ai)])eared  to  the  vounjfer  one,  and  <:iviii,u  him  the 
same  instiuitions.  he  too  hecame  a  stionir  and  tuil- 
<ii()\vn  man. 

Now  that  the  two  hrotheis  had  so  miiaculously 
readied  tlie  estate  of  niaidioocL  they  once  moie 
icturned  toth(>  hut  to  leain  whether  oi'  not  their  sister 
had  come  hack.  Findinir  that  she  was  still  ahsent. 
the  elder  projjosed  that  they  should  start  forthwith  in 
quest  of  her.  1'o  tliis  the  younger  brother  agreed 
after  some  explanation,  for  when  his  sister  left  home 
he  was  too  voung  even  to  know  of  her  existence. 
Fir.st  thev  set  to  woi'k  to  hiuld  a  sul)stantial  canoe, 
in  which  they  could  the  more  easily  search  the 
numerous  little  iidets  and  coves  of  the  coast.  In 
this  thev  end)arked.  taking  with  them  nothing  except 
one  lipe  cocomit.  Having  caiefully  examined  the 
coast  without  success,  they  paddled  out  to  sea  and 
subsequentlv  leaihed  a  strange  island,  whicu  [U'oved 
to  he  the  home  of  the  '"  telopis,"  though  they 
were  not  aware  of  the  fact.  Here  they  landeil,  and 
heing  verv  weaiv  lay  down  and  went  to  sleep. 

Now  just  atiout  this  time  the  old  woman,  who 
acted  as  head  cook  to  the  "  tel'>pis.'"  I.egan  to 
experience  an  itching  .sensation  in  the  soles  of  hei'  feet  : 
and  knowing  that  this  indicated  the  presence  of 
newlv-arrived  human  beings,  she  sent  the  giil  wJio 
had  been  appointed  assistant  cook  to  go  outside  and 
discover  who  the  intiudiMs  weie.  The  two  brotheis. 
however,  were  so  well  hidden  liy  the  tall  grass  in 
which  thev  lav  that  she  failed  to  ol)serve  them,  and 
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it'j)()it('(l  [he  f;ict  to  hci'  iiiisticss.  As.  Iiowcvoi',  the 
old  woiiians  foot  coiitiiuied  to  itch,  the  <j;irl  was  sent 
(h)\vii  to  tho  lioach  a  soooiv'  time,  and  now.  after  a 
more  careful  seaicli.  she  discovered  the  two  young 
men.  She  did  not,  of  course,  recognise  them  as  her 
brothers,  and  quickly  she  ran  and  informed  the  old 
dame  of  the  ariival  oi  two  strange  young  men.  At 
first  tlie  old  woman  hecame  verv  angry  at  the  presump- 
tion of  the  two  strangers,  and  went  out  with  the 
intention  of  evicting  them.  She  threatened  them 
with  all  kiruls  of  evil,  in  teims  the  most  violent.  She 
declared  that  it  was  utterlv  impossible  for  them  to 
remain  a  moment  longer  on  the  island,  and  that  the 
chief  would  most  certaiidv  kill  them  and  eat  them  the 
moment  he  heard  of  their  presence.  To  all  her 
expostulations  and  threats  the  voung  men  gave  no 
heed,  but  calmly  informed  her  that  they  did  not 
intend  to  leave  until  they  had  thoioughlv  explored 
t!;e  island.  The  old  woman,  finding  it  \iseless  to  lemon- 
strate  further,  and  probablv  secietly  admiiing  their 
c(,urage,  told  them  that  she  personally  did  not  wish 
to  injure  them,  and  asked  them  to  allow  her  to  hide 
them  under  a  large  mat.  to  which  pioposal  they 
reluctantlv  consented.  She  then  stationed  the  girl, 
her  assistant,  to  keep  guard,  while  she  heiself  retuitied 
home. 

Soon  afterwai'ds  the  chief  and  his  ictinue  aiiived 
from  a  hunting  expedition.  Xo  soonei'  had  the 
former  seated  himself  than  his  foot  beijan  to  itch,  at 
which  he  demanded  of  the  old  woman  what  strangers 
were  piesenl.  She  st()utlv  denied  having  seen  or 
heard  of  anv  stiange  visitors.  The  chief,  however, 
suspected  her  of  Iving,  and  so  greativ  did  he  intimidate 
her  bv  threats,  that  she  confessed  to  havinir  hidden 
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two  yoiiiiif  iiicii.     fShc  was  then  coiiimaiKlod  to  \iv\na 
tliciii    ill,    which    she   d'u\.     The   chief   was   dehjfhled 
to  have  two  s.ich  stalwart  men  in  liis  powei-.  and.  as 
he   eyed    them    over,    did    not    fail    to   observe    their 
plumpness  of    figure  atid  suital)le  condition   for  the 
riiisiiw.      He   decided    that    one    of   them    should    he 
cooked  that  veiy  day.  and  that  the  other  should  he 
reseived  foi'  some  futuic  occasion.     In  the  meantime, 
he  gave   orders  that  they  should    l)e   kept   under  a 
strict    guard.     .Vccoidingly    the    two    brothers    weie 
located  m  the  centic  of  the  large  hut,  clo.se  to  the 
stout  and  lofty  pillar  which  su])ported  it.     A  mimber 
ot   demons  was  .stationed  arou!id   thejn  as   warders, 
whilst   many  otlieis  were  set  as  .sentinels  al)out  the 
doois.     As  a   further  precaution,   the   two  piisoners 
weie  commanded  to  sing  aloud,  and  never  to  cease, 
that  the  guards  might   be  assured  of  their  ])iesence 
through  the  darkness.  l)y  the  .sound  of  theii'  voices. 
The  young  men  sat  down,  their  si.ster  being  seated 
near  them,  and  soon   began   to  sing  so  sweetlv   tl'.at 
manv   of  the  demons   fell    fast   asleep,     .lu.st    before 
commencing  to  sing,  the  two  brothers  had  secretly 
planted    the  ripe    coconut  which  they    had    brought 
from  home,  and  as  they  sang  it  sprouted  and  grew. 
Ilighei  and  higher  it  grew,  until  in  a  little  while  it 
pushed  its  way  through  the  roof  of  tlie  house,  and  a.s 
it  still  continued  to  grow  it  bent  it.self  far  over  the 
sea   in    the  direction  of  Lifu.     Kegarding    this  as  a 
miraculous  arrangement   fctr  their  escape,  the  three 
prisoners,    .still    singing,    began    to    climb    its    trunk, 
and   reaching  the    bended   pa  it    ran    foi'   their   live.s. 
Now.  of  course,  the  singing  ceased,  and  the  "■  telopis  " 
soon  fliscoveied  their  flight  and  speedily  gave  cha.se. 
On  and  on  the  ])ris()ners  ran,  with  a  whole  troop  of 
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"  tclopis  ■'  in  hot  pursuit,  until  the  fonaer  .ouhl 
.•Icarlv  s«>(>  the  sandv  Ix'iuli  «'t  their  native  i^hind. 
I^eachin^rtliis,  tlie  three  ct  them  ^pian^  t<i<iether  In.ni 
the  tree?  when  h.  !  tlie  trunk  spranir  to  an  upiijiht 
pusition.  at  the  same  time  tnirhii,!:  the  teh)i>is  into  the 
,h>e|)  sea.  where,  not  hein^'  al.le  to  swim,  thev  all 
jieiished  tojicther. 

Kver  sinee  that  tiin."  the  island,  so  lonj-  m  the 
possession  of  the  telopis.  has  l.eeome  areessil.le  to 
l,„mai.  l.ein<rs:  an.i  to-dav  it  is  considered  .piite 
safe,  even  for  children,  to  ,l'o  there  on  tislnn,L'  excur- 
sions. 


•2(».   Till-  DoHicsfirnlcd  Drumn. 

In  the  olden  times,  and  in  a   remote  ])art  of  the 
l.ifuan     hush,    there     dwelt    two    unmarri-.l    sisters. 
Now   the   chief   Inirden   of   these   vounjr   women    was 
their   isolation    from    their    fellow    islanders   and    the 
utter  solitude  of  their  lives.     They   f.amd   the  davs 
l.m.r  and   drearv    with   no   kith   or   kin   to   tend   ami 
wo.^k    for.     With    regard    to    material    thinrrs.    they 
.r,,t  alontl  verv  well  without  neiuhl)  airs,  as  their  wants 
were  few  and'easilv  supplied,  especiallv  in  the  matter 
,,f    f(u.d.     Thev    re-zarded    work    in    their    plantation 
rather  as  a  recreation  than  a  serious  task,  and  yet  \\c  e 
hut  ravelv  without  an  al)undance  of  jzarden  produce. 
\  chaiKre  of  diet  was  ol)tained  in  manv  wa  vs.  especially 
hv  searching  in  the  hush   f..r  the  lart'e  white  ^ruhs 
(waiiak)  which  inhabit  dead  wood,  and  are  often  found 
in  fallen  trees,  and  still  count. d  hv  the  Lifuans  among 
their    -greatest    dainties.     One    dav    the    two    sisters 
discovered  a  tree  almost  packe.l  with  these  deli<a..us 
arul.s.   aii.l   were   richlv  enjoyin^r  the   l.anquet   when 
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one  (if  the  two  liail  the  inist'drtuiic  to  \>v  hittcii  on  tdo 
ton<ru(>  1)V  oiii'  ot  tlit>  gnilts  she  had  coiivovod  to  lior 
itioutli.  A  copious  How  of  hloofl  was  tlio  ivsult  of 
the  l)it<'  :  ami  as  it  is  customaiv  on  l.ifii  to  ii'jxard 
liuiu.'n  l)lood  as  a  sacivd  tliinir.  she  liastily  pliicki'd 
a  laifzo  leaf,  into  the  hollow  of  which  she  caust^d  it  to 
<lro|).  tluMi  ((ivciiii",'  it  icvciciitly  with  anothci'  leaf 
she  laid  it  carefully  on  one  sidiv  Some  time  after- 
wards, happeninji  to  Im'  near  the  same  spot.  ..lie  was 
surprised  hy  hearinjz  a  sound  of  ciying  proceedinj^ 
from  the  leaves  :  and  stoopinij;  down  to  examine  them, 
she  found  that  hei-  i)lood  had  l)een  metamorphosed 
into  a  man  child,  lie  was  a  strong,  healthydooking 
little  l)ov,  and  though  much  like  other  children  in 
outward  appearand',  he  differed  from  them  in  heing 
able  to  speak  from  the  time  of  his  birth.  Seeing 
the  woman  bending  over  him,  he  informed  her  that 
he  was  originally  a  demon,  hut  having  observed  her 
loiielv  condition  he  had  pitied  her,  and  taken  advan- 
tage of  her  accident  to  come  and  live  with  her,  and 
in  fact  to  be  to  her  as  a  son.  The  two  si-sters  were 
delighted  to  have  charge  of  the  baby,  and  devoted 
themselves  t'litirelv  to  secure  his  comfort  and  happ'- 
iiess.  Sometimes  he  caused  them  a  little  distress, 
and  sorrow,  by  re([uesting  what  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  grant,  (hi  one  occasion,  for  example,  he 
asked  them  to  allow  him  to  have  a  sea-bath,  although 
he  must  have  known  that  the  sea  was  far,  fai'  away. 
To  this  the  two  nur.ses  repli<Ml  that  such  a  thing 
was  quite  impossible,  adding  they  too  would  like  to 
l)e  near  the  .sea  so  as  to  soak  their  "  whent  "  (leaves 
of  the  pandanus)  in  salt  water  and  make  new  mats 
for  the  house.  Hearing  this,  the  child  a.ssured  tliem 
that  it  was  not  at  all  impossiiile.     '"  Take  niu  un  your 
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liiick."  siiiil  lie.  "  iiiid  iMic  of  \(iii  ciiiiv  the  '  wlii'iit.' 
and  I  will  ^.niidc  voii  to  a  WMndcitul  place  that  I  kjiow 
(|;iif'>  wt'll."  To  this  (•oinmaiid  tlirv  vicldcd.  as  usual, 
and  after  a  loiijz  joiirnev  tliron<ili  the  Imsli  they  arrived 
at  a  stranize.  wild-lookinjj;  plaee.  "  Let  tne  down 
liere.'"  lie  said.  '"  and  let  lis  stand  still  and  see  what 
happens."  Again  tliev  (d)eyed  him.  when.  l)elio]d. 
the  sea  began  to  flow  al)oiit  their  feet,  getting  deepei- 
and  deepei-  each  nionieiit  li'  a  rising  tide,  until  in  a 
short  time  tliev  were  al)le  to  swim  about  in  it.  '"  Let 
nie  know."  said  the  bewitched  child."  as  soon  as  your 
'  whent  '  is  sidhcieiitlv  well  s(>aked.  that  I  may  make 
arrangeineiits  for  our  return."'  As  soon  as  they  were 
quite  ready  to  start,  they  accordingly  informed  him. 
He  made  nc  reply,  but  evidently  cast  some  kind  of 
spell  over  the  water,  for  it  immediately  l)egan  to 
subside,  indeed  before  they  left  the  place  all  the 
ground  in  the  vicinity  was  as  dry  as  it  had  been  on 
their  arrival. 

As  time  went  on  th(>  boy  pi'oved  a  real  comfort 
and  help  to  the  two  sisters.  By  an  e.Keicise  of  the 
miraculous  powers  with  wliich  he  was  born  he  was 
able  to  gratify  all  their  wants. 

( )ne  (hiv.  aftei'  ht>  had  icached  adult  age.  h(>  solemnly 
informed  his  ""  two  mothers.""  as  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  calling  them,  that  he  had  made  up  his  mind  to 
take  a  long  journey,  and  to  go  alone.  .Ab)st  i-eluc- 
tantly  thev  consented  to  part  with  Kim.  and  with 
nianv  tears  they  bade  him  a  sorrowful  farewell. 

He  visited  many  phu'cs  in  the  coiiise  of  the  ne.Kt 
few  months,  and  met  with  many  strange  people. 
A.S  a  very  eligible  young  man.  he  was  a  great  favouiite 
with  the  fair  .sex,  and  in  the  course  of  time  made  a 
judicious  choice  of  a  fair  maiden  for  his  wife.     >^ub- 
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,s(M|iHMitlv  \w  mducfd  licr  t'l  ivt-nn  with  him  to  his 
(,|(l  hoMic.  wh.-rc  slic  Wiis  well  ivcviVO"!  hy  tlir  two 
sistors,  and  wheiv  thoy  all  lived  vcrv  hai)i)ilv  toffetlipr. 
Years  went  liv  with  nothinfj;  to  disturl)  the  harmony 
of  their  lives,  .\itei  ,i  tilth  child  had  heen  hoiii  to 
the  vounif  couple,  a  soiv  lamine  swept  over  the  land. 
whi(  h  the  demon's  most  potent  spells  of  sorcery  weiv 
unahle  to  assnaiic.  The  little  man.  i-ealisin<r  his 
impotency.  soon  hecami'  veiv  despondent  and  in- 
dilTereiit  to  woildlv  affairs.  Hitherto  his  miraculous 
powers  had  heen  unlimited.  Now  that  (hey  were 
f.iilini,'  him  in  such  a  serious  emeri;ency.  he  comj)letely 
lost  lieart.  and  did  not  do  even  what  he  could  to 
provide  food  for  the  household.  His  wife  could 
t^et  neither  vams  noi-  taro.  and  was  olili<red  to  make 
hei'  ■'  itras  ■'  from  different  kinds  of  heihs  and  lea\-es 
which  she  found  iirowinj:  wild  in  the  foicst. 

One  day.  as  th(>  demon  sat  dejectedly  on  the  floor 
of  his  li\it,  he  asked  his  wife  to  f,'i\-e  him  some  of  the 
cooked  leaves  sIk-  was  ])reparin<x.  tellinir  her  that 
he  \\a>  almost  dead  with  hunger.  To  this  lecpie.-t 
sht>  I'caddv  assent(>(l  :  l)i(ldin<r  him.  howevei',  to  wait 
a  little  longer  until  they  weie  sutiiciently  cooked. 
.V  second  time  he  hesiged  for  food,  hut  was  again  asked 
to  wait  until  the  "•  itia  "'  was  quite  ready.  Then, 
before  his  wife  had  time  to  say  another  word,  a 
remarkahlv  strange  thing  ha])])ened.  The  ])oor  demon 
Ijegan  giadually  to  sink  into  the  ground.  At  first 
his  wife  liad  not  ohseived  what  was  liai)pt'mng.  hut 
as  he  demanded  food  a  third  time,  still  sinking  lower 
and  lowei'.  s1h>  looked  towards  him  and  di.scovered  with 
alarm  hi>  urailu.ii  disajipeaiance  :  indc'cil.  hy  the 
time  she  had  collected  Ikm'  wits  together,  nothing  hut 
his  head  was  visible  alio\-e  mound.     She  now  rushed 
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li.iiiticillv  tn\\j|(U  lull'.  ;.M;ililiiiiu  ;it  \\\<  hail'  to 
pull  liiiii  li.ick.  lint  al  s  '  -he  \\a>  tuu  late  ami 
he  sank  <|int<'  <Mit  ol'^iu'lit.  1  li>  >|mi  it .  Imwrvci .  <liil 
not  |fa\f  tlic  island.  It  i>  sai'l  U>  lia\c  Ir'c.iinc  mcar- 
nati'  ai'ain  in  ttic  ptTsnii  <,i  ii  nati\i'  nt  tin-  villa;i<'  i<\ 
.|(>l<in  l>v  the  sea.  .MtiMwanls  Ins  (If-ccndaiits,  who 
lii'caint'  vi'iA"  niinifiiins,  went  to  icsiiir  at  tlir  inland 
villauc  111'  Kftlian,  'I'lif  pri'x'iit  inlial)itants  ut  that 
villai'f  >till  lina>t  111  tlicir  illii>trinu>  anrcstrv. 


•_'l.      T/f    S/nlni    "  Ski."  * 

In  till'  (lavs  nt  liiiii:  atrn.  a  critain  voiitli  hI'  L'nnd 
linraur  iiom  tlir  <iaira  district  nl'  Litu  wlmsc 
naiiu'  was  llnainaiiK  di'tcrnnni'd  tn  pay  a  vi.-it 
i)t  >tat<'  and  (■crcinnny  tn  unt'  of  the  lirad  <-liii'ts  of 
till'  nortliciii  distiirt  of  the  island  ot  l'\ca.  Takiiiir 
advantairc  ot  a  ralni  sini  and  jzcntlc  sontli-i'ast 
trade  wind,  ln'  cniKarki'd  in  ln>  little  canoe,  and  alter 
an  unex'Mitful  vovai.'e  of  -oine  twcntv  hours  he 
ariived  -,itelv  at  liis  destination,  lie  landed  on  the 
sanii\-  licach.  olV  the  \i!ia«:e  of  Weiieke.  where  he  was 
kiii'llv  welcomed  tiv  the  natives,  who  knew,  of  had 
heaiii.  of  the  line  of  illustrious  wai'i'iors  from  winch  he 
was  descended.  Makinir  his  wa\-  to  ttie  chief-  resi- 
dence, he  was  ajiain  heartily  welcomed  'ov  the  -liiei 
himself,  who  macioii-iii-  accepted  the  vahialile  pie.-^ents 
of  lieads.  shells,  and  "dila  ""  (the  spun  hair  of  the  Hyini; 
lo.x)  he  had  luoui.'lir  fioiii  Lifii.  and  was  invited  to 
remain  as  an  hoiiouied  puest  at  the  loval  court. 

In  the  course  of  tlie  voun<z  man"s  visit,  the  chief 
hapiiened   o'le   dav   to   miMitioii   a   certain    wonderful 

^  .V  laiLir  di-i'  :,i'  L'rmi  ~tuni-  iiMiunti'il  mi  a  t  \V(i-t'<iiit  -tail  ami 
11-,.,  I  ,1-  !(!!  '.■!hI'1''!!1  "V  -tiUnlaril  nl'  -.tatf.  ill'  vii'torx'  ill  War  (p.  171 ) 
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(if  ;in   iiiiniiiici.iMi'   liii-t    n|   (|t'm(iti->       liciiij.'   I'liiil   nl 
;iil\  I'lit  iiif.  tilt'  viMitli  (M^fi'lv  ('X|)i('s>('(l  a  uisli  t(i  \isit 
tilt'  liiiiiiitfd  lavi',  at  the  --aiiic  time  l)i'irt;itiir  lii-^  luist 
the  ell  id  to        III  1 1  pa  II V  III  III.     Tilt'  latttT.  Imui'N  cr.  nut 
fcflinu  inclincil   to  iiiii  aiiv   iiiitu'cr^sarv   risk,  at   lirst 
retu^cd  tu  ciiiiiiilv  ;    liiit  alter  sotin'  (lay>.  liiidiim  Ih'W 
utti'ilv  iiiipiissililt'  it  was  to  ilivcit  the  vniitli  tVdiii  liis 
pinjKisf.   lit'  partiv  asst'iitcil.   prtniiisin;^  Id  iiitruiliict' 
liiiii  III!  tilt'  niiiMfiw  tit  an  ulil   wiiiiian.  an  fxpi'it   in 
witrlirratt.  wIkiiii  tlit'v  niiirlit  funsult.  ami  ulm  fiuild 
a'wi'   tlifiii   sMLTi'  coiiiist'l.   and   securt'  tlii'ii'  safi'tv.   in 
rase  tlicv  iiltiniati'lv  tlt'fidcd  tti  cairv  mit  tlicii'  pii)jf>ct. 
Tlif   iilil    uittli    ri'tiist'd    p.sitively   to   have    anytllin^ 
wliati'Nci'  ti)  (III  with  the  t'litfrprisc.  at  least  for  a  fiini'  : 
liut    at    li'iiu'tli.    no   Ioniser   able   to    ii'sist   the   youiiff 
man's  persuasions  ami  entreaties,  she  reluctantly  con- 
sented to  hel|)  them  as  far  as  lay  in  her  power. 

Accordiiijilv,   haviiifi  fi.xed   the  ilay    ami   made   all 

iiei-essarv  pivparatiiiiis.  th(>  old  witch  set  out  with  the 

cdiief  anil  his  vounj.'  <fiit'st  in  the  diiectioii  of  the  forest 

cavt  .      After  a  jouiii''v  of  some  hours  she  called  a  halt. 

and  infoiined  litM'  fellow  travellers  that  it  was  impos- 

silile  for  her  to  accoiiiiianv  them  any  Ionizer,  ami  ihat 

she  must  return  home,  so  as  to  he  ahle  to  work  certain 

six'lls    for    the    success    of    the    eiiter|)iise.      I^efore 

leavin<r  them,  she  ^ave  the  chief  certain  instructions 

i:s  to  tlieii'  future  mode  of  action,  also  as  to  the  route 

to  he  t;d<en.     The  two  men  then  went  on  alone,  and 

in  a   short   time  emer,<zetl   on   a   small   open   space   ol 

cmiuntl.  in  the  centie  of  which  lav  a  hui:*'.  smooth, 

flat  stone  to  which  thev  uiii'cted  tlieii'  steps.    M.oidiim 

toifether  on  the  stone,  the  chief  commandeil  the  youim 

man  to  closp  his  eves,  and  on  no  account  to  open  them 
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(•(iimiiJindcd  aiiain  t<>  (ipcii  liis  eves,  he  tnuiul  limi-fll 
-taiidiiii;  liv  t  he  rlnct's  side  in  an  iiiuncn^i'  iind<'iiriiiuiid 
cavir.  At  [H-cscnt.  Ix'vniid  tlii'  tact  that  the  cave  \va-~ 
(it  vast  diiiK'tHions.  tlific  was  nothinif  very  woiidcifiil 
tf)  lif  srcn.  Tlif  <liit'l  tlicn  took  troiii  his  l>aj.'a  iiiinihci 
of  tii'i'  Ifavfs.  |)iv\iouslv  ;.'ivfn  to  hini  l>\-  the  witch, 
and.  tollowini,'  her  instnictioiis.  the  two  men  hi'L'.ni 
to  chew  thcin.  Then  iiKh'cd  their  eves  were  opened. 
Tliey  phiinlv  hehehl  liosts  and  ho-^ts  oj'  (hnioiis.  with 
which  the  cave  was  thu'klv  |»o|)iihited.  In  oiitwaid 
appearance  the  demons  were  veiv  mucli  hke  them- 
selves :  their  action,  movements,  and  grimaces,  how- 
ever, were  e.\trenielv  i^rotesipie.  .\s  the  two  men 
stood  <.fa/,inif  at  this  stranjic  unearthlv  looking'  ciovmI. 
tliev  heard  the  voice  of  tlu>  kin<f  of  the  demons  calling 
ahmd  in  a  sliiill.  jiipinj,'  voice.  "'  i  smell  the  smell  ot 
human  bodies."  lie  was  at  once  reassured  liy  his 
retinue,  who  told  him  that  none  hut  his  loyal  suhjects 
were,  or  could  he,  picsiMit.  .\fter  this,  the  two 
visitois  witnessed  a  most  interesting  ceremony,  in 
•„hi(di  all  took  part.  .\t  a  word  of  command  from 
king,  the  demons  formed  themselves  in  single  tih'.  the 
length  of  their  lint'  extending  to  a  distance  of  some  titty 
or  sixtv  miles,  after  whi(  h  tliev  iiegati  to  pass,  tidin 
hand  to  hand,  a  \-er\  \aliialile  green  stone  ilisc 
called  a  '"  sio."  \t  the  sight  of  this  magniliceiit 
sjx'cinien  of  a  sio.  the  \-oung  Lifuan's  cupiility  was 
at  onci'  aroustMl.  and  he  determined,  ((uite  forgetful 
of  the  danger  of  his  jxisition.  to  gain  possession  of  it 
at  all  risks.  .\s  he  ohserved  the  precious  treasure 
foniing  nearer  and  nearer,  and  was  alile  to  discern  its 
points  of  heaiitv  and  perfection,  he  could  forbear  no 
jonirei'.      Suddenlv  snatching  it  from  the  hands  ot  the 
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llttir   (l.'\  il    tlliuilllll    uhlill    11     W;i>    |M-IIIL'.     Ik'    lll>lir(l 
Iicji(i|(p|i<:  III  itif  <lMV(tl(ili  wlifticc  III'  tiail  cipliif,  (  l(.s«'lv 
folN.wnl  hv  Ins  tri.'iid  the  diict.     So  ia|)i(l  and  admit 
was  tlip  tlicit.  tliat  s(.iiif  little  time  claiisfd  Ix-foic  the 
demons     Mitlicicntly     ivcov.'ivd    tlu'ir    wits    to    ^'ivc 
chaM',    \\\  this  tunc  the  two  lugitiv<'s  had  iviiclii'd  tlir 
poitiio  ot  thf  <a\f.  whcic  thcv  hastily  chcwt'd  some  of 
the  liM\t's  gi\fii  thciii   l)y  tilt'  witch,  and  hcfoif  tht- 
now  furiotis  demons  couhl  lav  hands  upon  them,  they 
were   salel\-  landed   on    the   flat    stone   aliove  uroiind. 
I'roiid  of  the  success  of  their  adventure,  and  especially 
of  thi>  priceless  ■"  sio,"  they  started  for  home.      Before 
thev  had  p-'oceeded  far  thev  met  the  old  witch,  who 
needed    no    informing   of    what    had    happened.     She 
seemed  to  regard  the  mattei'  more  seriously  than  the 
two   men.  and,  an.xioiis   for  the  safety  of   li<'r  chiefs 
distinguislie(|   guest,   suggested   that    lie  should    make 
no  delav  in  i|uitting  the  island.     To  this    lliiainano 
ai'ieed.  not  from  iiersonal  motives  ot  tear,  hut  rather 
in  consideration  of  his  host's  safety,  and  perhaps  even 
more  lest  he  should  have  to  return  his  precious  "  sio  " 
to  its  rightful  owners.     The  old  woman  then  iiupiired 
of  him  as  to  the  manner  of  his  return  :    to  which  he 
icplied  that  he  onlv  knew  of  one  way.  namely,  in  the 
ranoe  hv   which   he   had  come.      She  enlightened   his 
ignorance,  however,  by  informing  him  that  it  was  in 
her  power  to  enable  him  to  return  by  a  subterranean 
])assage.   assuring   him   that   this   would   be  the  safer 
and    shorter   route,    although    there    were    some    tew 
obstacles  and   peiils  to   be  encountered   on  the   way. 
The  undaunted  youth,  as  usual  making  light  of  perils 
andobstaclos.  decided  that  he  would  piefer  to  leturn  to 
l>ifu    bv    the   pa.ssage  under  the    .sea;    also    that     lie 
Would  prefer  to  go  iinacconipaiiied  as  he  had  come.    His 
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\Mtli  riiiniit''  Mi.-t  lint  l(l||-^  l(ii  t  III'  jiHii  lii'v  :  rs|M'cMll\- 
<ll(|  silt'  mi|ilrss  II I  Mil  I  lii^  nil  III  I  t  li.it  III'  \^  ,1^  til  (■(iiitilillr 
ii  '<tr;iiiilit  ciiiiisi'  miiji'i  ,ill  i  niiijit iniis  ;  tn  iiiitiir 
liiilliiiii;  III'  iiiitrlit  si'r,  I'itlii'i  mi  tlir  ii^xht   liaml   nr  tin- 

ll'tt    :     iltnl  nil   Mil  ;lrriMlli1    tn  s|irii|<  lU    lliill\r  ;iliy   kind   nl 
Slinllllll'rilll,'     till'    lilMlltlllll     '■   >ln."     till'     \nl|l|i;     llllltl 

set  niit  iniiiif'iliati'lv  nii  Ins  linnicwiinl  jniiincv. 
All  Wi'llt  well  till-  sniiH'  tiliii'.  until  III'  cilliii'  f;l(i' 
tn  fare  with  tun  l.iiL'r  snakt's.  mii'  mi  ritlirr  >iili'  nl 
Ills  patli.  At  Slight  III  tlu'si'  ii'ptilcs.  so  jrri'atlv 
aliliorrcil  and  dcti'stcd  liy  his  ran'.  Ins  cniiiaiif  '""' 
.v^n/(/-//'r*/V/ siiddt'iilv  tmsnnk  him.  I  ttci  iii^' a  tciriticd 
scicaiii.  lie  turiH'd  liack  and  flrd  likr  tlif  wind,  iipmi 
whirh  a  whnic  Icirimi  nf  devils  startrd  alti'i  hmi  in  hot 
pursuit.  The  nlil  wmnan.  Imwcvrr.  caiin'  tn  his  aid. 
driving  hark  the  devils  l»v  a  wmd.  and,  after  seNcrelv 
remoiistratinif  with  the  vimtli  tm-  his  stuiud  tear, 
sent  him  niV  a<;ain,  Ackimw  |edi,'iiig  his  I'liemrs 
superinr  wisdnm.  and  reassured  liv  her  words,  he  this 
time  resdliitelv  and  hravelv  passed  th(>  snakes, 
and  was  just  l)e<;iniiiii<f  tn  tniiiet  the  adventer".  when 
his  attentimi  was  siiddeiilv  ariested  i)v  a  cnmpany  nl 
graeeful-hinkinii;  witches,  wlm  were  amusintr  them- 
selves by  (hmcinii  and  other  plavl'ul  antics.  .\s  he 
passed  them  thoy  turned  and  smiled  nti  him.  when, 
forjrettini^  or  wilfully  igiinrin^'  his  friend's  injunc- 
tions, he  readilv  enough  returned  the  smile  ;  thus 
once  mnro  hreaking  the  spell  which  protected  him. 
and  comjx'lling  him  again  to  tiee  fnr  his  life.  .\  third 
Tim(>  he  set  nut  afresh,  and  hi  ing  imw  more  o.xjierionciMl 
he  was  aiile  to  pass  the  snakes  and  the  dancing 
wuiuen    without   aiiv   mishap,     .lust   as   he   hegan   to 


<  II    \ll 


I,(t^  \\:\'\  1^1, \M>  li;<;i:ni>^ 


•jsn 
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,.,i,,,ii,.iiiv(l  l.v  their  i'h;irm>  t  Icit ,  .■vn  without  th.' 
|(',i-t  siirii  nt  iMicMiii;iL"'mt'iit  fmm  thr  t.nr  m.n<liMi-i. 
h.-  tiiMi.'il  .111.1  -mil.'.l  ;  iiti.l  .luMiM  til.'  ih-iiH.ii>i  cha-^.',! 
hill,  iMik.  liv  thi>  tiiii.'  th.'  hith-Ttu  |,,itirri1  ohl 
wit.  h  wa>  u'.'ttiiiL'  vri\-  aiijiiv,  ;iiitl  thn-atfrn-il  t.i  h-avf 
the  fnohshlv  >iisit'|>til)h'  voiiii^;  man  t..  In-  fatf. 
iiiih'ss  hi'  <\\i>yr  tc  (>1)('V  hrr  iii  all  |iaiti(iilais  ami 
1,11, l.T  all  ciicUiK-taiic's.  So,  inaUlii^;  a  -rivat  all. I 
.h.t.Tiiuii.'d  i.'s..lv.',  h.'  start.'.!  ajzaiii,  t his  tiiiif  st.'.'liii« 
his    heart    to    all    tlit'    alliii.'tii.'iits   of    the    wav.       lie 

sii.c i.'.l  HI  j.assiii^r  the  siiak.'s,  the  .lancing' wit.  lies, 

aii.l  the  two  chariiiiii.;  iiiai.i.'iis  as  th.ni<rli  h.'  saw  th.-iu 
n,,t.  ."veiitiiallv  arnviiiiz  oil  the  saii.lv  l.eacli  ..i  his 
own  villaj^e  at  (Jai.a.  where  he  exhiliite.l  the  precious 
sio  to  the  astoiiish.'.l  j.'a/<'  »)f  liis  (•..iiiitrviiuMi.  tellm>; 
them  tlie  st.)rv  of  his  wonderful  adveiitiiics.* 


•2-2.  ('(lini/o  tin'  (lidiit. 

llnalekula  and  his  lirother  w.'iv  tw..  littl.-  l.ituan 
Ix.vs  of  more  tlia-i  average  shrewdness  and  iin<l.r- 
standiiij;.  althoii^rh  tliey  liv.'.l  with  th.'ir  paivnts  in 
th.'  nii.Ut  .)f  a  dense  aiul  seelu.h'd  forest.  Th.'  lamilv 
plantations  heinjr  at  a  eonsi.h'ial.le  distance  from 
their  thatclie.l  c.ittajie.  the  two  small  Ix'vs  were 
fre.pientiv  left  at  home  during  their  pan'iits"  al.sence. 
Then'  l..'iiii:  no  ravenous  Leasts  or  poisonous  reptil.'s 
on  the  i.-lan.l.  nor  anv  neiuhlMmrs.  friendiv  or  other- 
wis.".   in  the   vicinitv,   tlioiv  seenie.l  t.)  lie   no  reason 

*  Thricaiv  ..llirv  v.TSKiii-  ..1  llii-^  l.'u'.'Ti.l:  Inmi  "li.-  ..t  tlir-.- 
it  w.iuM  ,.pp..ur  that  tlir  ••siolr,,  M..--  wa-  th,.  li.-t  >.<>  .a  ,t  iiitru- 
.hii'.il  t.>  I, it'll.  I'lit  that    llnaiiiaii'i  dhl  iii>l   >'"''  H- 
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to  tear  tor  the  cliildnMrs  safctw      And  \t't  tlicic  ua^ 
a   serious  (langci-  close  at    liand.    whicli   the   [)ai-eiits. 
knowinif  the   iiiisehievous  teiiipeiaiiieut  of  their  two 
l)oys,     ha<l     "rood     reason    to    feai'.     Thev    therefoic 
soleiiuily  waiiied  the  children  never  on  aiiv  acconnt 
to   wander   in   a   ceitain   direction,   oi'  visit  a   ceitain 
part  of  the   foiest.   on    pain   of  severe   ch.astiseinent. 
thoiijrh  as  tf)  what  there  w.is  to  f<'ar  tlie  children  were 
not  told.      .\s  is  coiunionlv  the  case  with  piecocious 
boys,   the    more   th(>y    weic    warned,    the    nioie   the\- 
longed  to  visit  the  forbidden  spot.      Iia\in<r  discussed 
the  matter  tofjether.  the  two  hoys  iesolved  to  make 
the  venture,  and  one  moining  set  out  on  their  vova"e 
of   discover\-.      They    soon    arrived    at    the   spot,    and 
looking  around  coidd  discover  notlung  of  an  i  -uisual 
kind,  unless  it  weie  a  lofty  wild  ti<r-ti.'e  full  of  ripi' 
fruit,  which  they  hegan  to  pluck  and  eat.  scattering 
much  of  it  on  the  firound.     Then,  wanderinc  ;,  little 
fuither.  tlun-  found  a  poo!  of  fresh  water.      Ileiv  was 
a  treat  indeed  !       I'lunging  into  the  pool,  thev  bathed 
and  splashed,  and   bathed  and    splashed,   until    tlie\ 
had   bathed   and   splashed   the   well   (piite   drv.      \ut 
findinj:anvthin*r  else  with  which  td  anuise  tlieniselv.'s. 
thev   I'eturned    home  none  the   worse   for   tlieii- secret 
and  enjoyable  adxciiture. 

When  the  parents  returned  from  their  j.'ardens  in 
the  "vening.  the  father,  eveing  over  Ins  bovs.  noticed 
that  they  weic  unusuallv  clean  ;  and  as  their  had 
been  no  rain  to  account  for  -iicli  a  ciiange.  he  became 
suspicious,  and  without  saving  a  word  .started  off 
for  the  pool,  which,  to  his  dismay,  he  found  (juite 
(\vv.  What  would  thev  do,  (,r  where  would  they 
go  for  water  now  ^  llr,  of  course,  knew  wIk,  the 
culprits  were,  and    returned    Imnie   full   uf   la'^,..   and 
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a^vc  tluMii  the  sDundt'st  tlirasliiitg  tli.'V  had  cvor 
v.'t  .■xpi'iiciKcd.  Tlio  two  hoys,  not  m  tlu-  least 
ivalisiiio;  tho  <jravitv  of  their  otlViicc,  so  deeply 
ivsented  th.'  cniel  treatinetit  tliev  had  received, 
that  thev  determined  to  run  awav  iroin  home  that 
same  night  and  never  to  return. 

After  wandering  al)out  in  the  Inish  for  so-ue  days, 
thev    came    in    sight    of     a    grass    house,    where    one 
•■('amyo,'"  a   notorious  demon,  lived  alone.     As  the 
two    boys    aiiproached     his    threshold.    Cainyo    dt- 
manded.  in  tones  of  thunder,  to  know  who  they  were, 
and  what  was  their  br  'iness  witli  him.       Hnalekula, 
with   tliat   ingratiating   manner   he  eoidd  so  readdy 
assume,  at  onee  began  to  narrate  to  him  the  whole  of 
theii    storv.  of  their  disobedience,  and  of  the  cruel 
beating    thev  had    received.      On    hearing   this,   the 
.riant    became    so    mucdi    intereste<l,    aiid    so   greatly 
Idmired    their    independent    spirit     and    enterprise, 
that  he  allowed  them  to  pass  on  unharmed.      In  the 
course  of  time  they  reached  the  house  of  another  of 
th.'   Cainvos.    who  also   listened    to   their  story   and 
gave  theiu  permission  to  pass  on.     Kventually  they 
came  to  the  house  of  the  chu  f  of  all   the  Camyos. 
A  high  and  mighty  giant  was  he.     He  had  kdled  and 
eaten  s..  manv  human  beings  that  it  had  been  found 
necessarv  bv  the  chiefs  of  the  district  to  tie  up  his 
mouth  with  stout  vines  and   coconut    husks.     Seeing 
the   two   bovs   iniioceiitlv   ai)proaching   his   dwelling, 
he    began   to   .luestion    them,    as  the   other   d.Muoiis 
had  (hme  ;    and  so  very  attentively  did  he  listen  to 
their  account  that  they  <[uite  expected  to  be  allowed 
t(.  continue  their  wanderings  unmolested.     As  soon 
a^  thev  had  concluded  tlieir  storv.  Ix.wever.  and  luucii 
to  their  dismay,  he  commanded  them  to  enter  his  hut. 
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Hflu'x  in;i  that  their  hist  hcmr  had  (■(iiin'.  the  ticiiil.hti^f 
hids  went  iii-i(h'  the  hut.  where,  tn  theii'  I'cHet'.  thev 
tniiiiil  that  theii-  >er\ices  weie  |-e(|uireil  (iiilv  hn'  tlie 
|)iir|i(ise   d''  (Ifessiiij^f  the   i,naiit"s   ha  Now    at    tirst 

sijiht  this  (lid  nut  seem  to  lie  a  vei'V  arduous  task, 
and  till'  two  liovs  set  to  woik  with  a  hearty  ^rood  will. 
Soon,  however,  thev  discovered  their  mistake  :  thi' 
work  was  not  hv  anv  means  so  easy  and  s;ni|ile  as 
thev  had  iniauined.  The  (.'iant  had  an  enormous  croi) 
of  hail',  which  was  entaiiL'li'd  to  such  a  defii'oe  that 
the  hovs  weic  kept  emploved  aliout  two  niolitiis  hetoii' 
thev  could  reduce  it  to  a  state  of  satisfactoi'v  (Uih'r 
and  trimness.  Bv  this  time  tiie  jfiant  had  hdlen 
into  a  sound  sleep,  and  tht>  two  lioys,  sei/.inif  this 
opportiinitv,  lan  otV  into  the  husli.  whei'e  they  worked 
all  lav  loni^  collectinif  stout  vines  with  which  they 
lioped  to  hiiiil  the  iiniUs  of  the  ujiant.  ( )ii  their  return 
in  the  e\<'iiiiijr  they  found  that  Cainyo  was  still  a-leep. 
and  at  once  thev  commenced  to  carry  out  their  pro- 
ject, (^uicklv  and  silentlv  thev  wound  him  round 
and  round,  and  over  and  undei'.  until  thev  felt  sure 
that  no  uiant.  not  even  the  chief  of  all  the  jziants. 
would  ever  lie  alile  to  free  himself.  In  this  condition 
the  two  liovs  left  him  anil  staited  off  once  more  on  their 
wanderinirs. 

The  pondeious  liiiilv  of  Cainvo  was  not  to  lie  held 
fast  li\'  coils  of  fresh  \-ines,  .\s  soon  as  he  awoke  from 
Jiis  loiin-  slee;;  he  Iciran  to  stietch  his  huire  linilis, 
when  1(1  !  his  fetteis  snapped  asunder  like  so  many 
leeds  and  rushes.  lie  looked  round  for  the  lio\s, 
.surprised  and  ani^iv  that  thev  should  have  daied  to 
plav  him  such  a  trick  and  take  such  lilicrties  with  him. 
His  anifer  liecame  ev(>n  (greater  when  he  found  that 
thev  had  lioth  deserted  him  :    and  awav  he  started  tor 
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1,  of  thru.,  mtcn.linjz  to  i)Uiusli  tlu'iu 
i,,   travcrsmu  a   .nunl..'r  of   luiirow 
tlH'  l)ush.  he  lost  the  track. 
,,,.tsnH..n,;ius-vl.a.kt.,thM.ath  taken  hvlu^ 
.,„anv.  h.  amvM  at  l.n.rth  at  a  lu^^h  tm-.  on  uhH  1 

r    wo  hovs  wnv  soatM.      Now  th.  ,.ant   was  no 
'  .a..,   n.  Ins  o,H.st  for  sn.all  1.0VS  as  l.e  haa  lu..n 


tilt"  liiisli  in  sfar( 
scvcrt'ly.  ()nc»\ 
paths  (huinji  his  seaidi  m 


L.nn.lv.   .e.n.  that  h,s  n.onth  was  -.^1^;  -n;'      " 
.ouia  no  hH,,n.  ho,.,  to  .l.-vour  thorn      N.  ..        -,- 
.   was  n.ost   anx.ous  to  .-aptu.v   llnal.'kula   an<l   ln> 


ho   wa 


,>n.tluM.n.onlorto..hast.sothon,to,thon!Vsun,t 

in  att.Mnntu,.'  to  bin,!  hin,.  tho  notorious  hoa.l  oi  u 
';nn,o>hfn.shvnu.s.  llo  looko.l  u,>  stoa.hlv 
,    ;  \,,,H.„,,v  at  tl.  two  hovs  ,HMvlu.a  ,  •    a  hnuuh 

oftlu.troo.   hatasthon-fac.oswo,vnotoK.uva^^ 
,,,,,,,Uh.  .n  tho  thirk  sluulo  ..t  the  tohajzo,  ho  uttuh 

'"       .  _:.,,    .1 lurlm.Mr    from    tlio    .'lallt  S 


.liKimnjz 


iiiannoi.   tho    hov 
thoni  as  strai\^nM 


failed  to  recoiinise  them. 

soon  <l.s.ovenMl  that   ho  re^anlo.l 

and  to  oanv  out  the  dofei)tu.n, 

thev  d,suu,sod  tlHMv  voices,  uuimnn^  of  Innwu.  to  the 

,,,t  of   his  search.      Ho   roaddv   ndornHMl   then,   o 
b,     errand,   and  thev   w.th  o.,ual   n.uh  .e>s  pronusod 
.  assist    Inn,.   >f  thov  could.     With   tins    preteiu^d 
obioct  in  view,  thev  invite.l  (ainvo  to  cl,ml>  the    rn 

.!,  to  take  up  Ins  position  on  tlu.  In-anch  on  ..H^ 
thev  were  sittmu.  where  he  would  have  a  view  of  the 
bush  for  niilos  around.  The  cunnin,  hovs  know  qui 
,.„„  that  tho  branch  .'ould  not  possiblv  sustain 
r„„vo-s  enormous  weight  :  and  in  fact  no  sooner  did 
,,.,,,,,,  his  foot  on  It  than  .h.vn  It  fell  with  a  tremen- 
,.,!s  crash  to  the  earth.     The  treacherous  bovs    wo 

clin<linji  last  to  a  noi.tihl>ouiin,L' 
the  tree,  and  put  an 


in  the  ineantiine  were 

Inanch.  .pncklv  des.'ended  from 

end  to  the  wicked  life  of  Cainyo,  the  giant  duol 
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•23.   TIk    "  Sctrcii  "  ((iircn    T'ltilc). 

The  sewcii,  say  the  Lifuaiis.  did  in.t  always 
iiihahit  tlic  wators  of  ttic  (loop  sea.  Auav  l)ack  in 
tlio  distant  ajzos  ho  dwelt  (Mi  dry  land,  like  the  rat 
and  the  lizard,  and  would  prohahly  never  have  boconie 
a  marine  animal  at  all  if  it  had  not  Ix^on  for  a  ditlieulty 
he  met  with  one  dav  whilst  at  play. 

The    .sewen.   and   a    larjre   snail     of     the     Buliinus 
family,   wore   passing'  their  time   in   a   tiame   of   hide 
and  seek  on   t'he    i.ifuan  sea-l)eacli.  when  the  former, 
heinw  so  much  more  bulky  in  fi^nire  than   his  com- 
panion, found  it  almost  impossible  to  tret  out  of  his 
sijiht.      Not    beinir    pleased    at    his    want    <.f    success 
iirthe  Kame.  and  bointi  ashamed  to  acknowledge  his 
defeat  bv  a  snail,  the  sewm,  in  a  lit  of  anger,  Hung 
himself  into  the  st^a  the  more  effectually  to  hide  his 
huge  carcase.     Finding  the  sea-water  more  c(mgenial 
to  his  taste  than  the  dry  land,  he  decided  to  make  it 
his    permanent    home,    coming   ashore    only    at    rare 
intervals  to  lay  eggs. 


•24.    T>r(>   Fotidh'  JiukiIis  (A). 

The  eastern  coast  of  the  island  of  I'vea.  commonlv 
called  the  "  weather  side,"  has  always  been  a  favourite 
tishing-ground  fre.piented  bv  the  natives  of  both  sexes. 
By  long-estai)lished  usage  the  women  are  e.xpected 
to  supply  certain  kin(is  of  bait  for  the  use  of  their 
men-folk,  and  as  this  is  !iot  oasilv  obtained  on  the 
lagoon  side,  thev  cross  the  narrow  island  to  where 
thev  are  sure  of  a  good  supply,  it  is  said  that  in 
the  olden  davs  an  Uvean  woman  was  so  busily 
occupied  in  ih'is  pursuit  that  she  was  ciuite  unawan>  of 
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tlu-  pn-s,.|ur  ut  a  -r."at  wliah-,  wh(,.-  Ii.'a.l  was  :n  rlose 
,.„nta(t   witl.  Ihm'  ImmIv.    s,.  near  IikUhmI  was  lie,  that 
„n  .Irawui-  ,n  a  .l.rp  b.vatl.  he  swall-wcl  the  woman 
whole       At   Hist   she   liaidlv   realised   what   lia.l   hap^ 
p,,,H.,l    l.ut  ..n  l....l<in^'  almut  her  she  l.e^ran  t..  un.ler- 
.taii.l   her   new  and   stran^o  situation.      Her  instinct 
,,r  .elf-])reservati<.n   ciuiekened   her   wits   int..  spee.lv 
,^,.,„m.   aiKl   she   l.ejraii   at   onee   t..   e-.iisider   various 
schemes  hv  means  ,.f  whirl,  she  nufrht  es.  ape  Iron,  her 
dark   and 'noisome  prison.      Deci.linjz  «'ii   a   plan,   she 
took    from   her  l.a^r  one   of  the   little  .shells  she   ha< 
caught   and  eommenced  to  scrape  a  hole  in  the  si.le  o 
her"  prison    cell.     The    unfortunate    whale    suthMe.i 
aa„nies  dnrin<,'   this    operation.  whi<h.  of    course    he 
vv^.s    powerless   to   check  :     and    ultimately    he    died 
before   it    was  completed,   and    was   soon   afterwards 

washed  ashore 

\    partv   of   native   fishermen,    happening   to    pass 
that  wav!  saw  the    mon.ter  fish,    an<l  set  to  work  to 
cut  It  up  for  fo..d  with  their  stone  axes.     Hardly  had 
thev  commenced  their  task  before  they  hear.l  a  faint 
(TV    which  thev  at  Hrst  ima-ined  to  be  the  voi.e  of  the 
wiiale      On  hearing  it  a   ^econd  time,  they  listened 
move  intentlv.  when  to  their  ama".ement  and  terror 
thev  distinctlv  heard  the  wor.l.s.  "  Pray  look  out  for 
me    1  am  in  here."     Trembhn<r  with  fear,  it  was  some 
time    befoie   thev   could    muster  courage   to   resume 
their  work  :    hut  having  waited  s<.me  tune,  and  n..t 
,,,aring    the    voice    again,    thev    recommenced    their 
labours   though  with  less  energy  and  conhdence  than 
before      As    the    work    pn.ceeded,    and    they    were 
,,,„,Hnng    the    regi.m    of    the    whale's    stomach, 
thev   were  again  startle.l   bv  hearing  the  mysterious 
voice  sav.-Mh.gentlvm.w;    this  is  ju.st  the  place  1 
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am  (.rrui.viuf.'."      P..'<rintnii>:  now  t..  un.l.T>tana   tli    t 

by  soiiio  stian^'o  clmiHV  a  Imtnan  linn^'  was  actually 

„ni)ns..iu"(l  in  the  lish,  Uu-v  w.-iked  i.K.ie  cautiously 

and    with  evcr-incroasiii^    interest   and    excitement  : 

and  as  s....n  as  the  stomach  was  laid  oj-en.  the  wuman 

rolh'd   out   on   to  the   heach   with   an  exclamation   ot 

gratitude    and    relief.      For    s..me    moments    the    hv- 

stan.leis    reuarded    her    with    speec'liless   amazement  : 

at  lenptli  one  of  them  said,  "  Wherever  did  vou  come 

f,.oni  r- —..videntiv  forgettinji  m  his  excitement  that 

he  had  just  s.'eti  her  roll  out  of  the  whale's  stomach. 

As  soon   as  th<'   jx-or   woman   could   rejiain    her   >elt- 

possession  slie    narrated   her  simj.le  storv.  and   >oon 

made  the  l.e.st  of  her  wav  home,  apparently  none  the 

worse  for  her  short  period  of  imprisonment. 


•2^).    T'h(    Second   Fdiiiilc  Joii'ili   (B). 

.Viiother  storv  is  told  at  Lifu  of  a  native  woman 
who  was  in  .search  of  the  palatahle  criistacea  with 
whi.'h  to  enrich  the  familv  -  itra."  hi  the  c<mrse  ot 
juu'  (piest,  wading  through  the  crvstal  watei.  she 
arrived  at  the  edge  of  a  steep  n-ck.  a  kmd  of  l)reak  m 
tlie  reef.  In  one  of  the  many  holes  or  caves  invariahly 
found  in  the  steej)  sides  of  a  coral  reef  tliere  rested 
a  \uwe  shark,  as  is  the  common  custom  of  sharks 
during    the     hours    of     (hiylight.     Now    this     shark 

apptmed  to  l)e  uncommonly  hungry,  and  seeing 
Jie  woman  stan.ling  over  the  thresliold  of  his 
retreat,  and  within  easy  reacti.  he  seized  lier  l.v  the 
let's,  and  swallov,ed  tier  whole,  including,  of  course, 
he^r  hag  of  shells.  Exactly  as  in  the  case  of  the  woman 
mention-d  in  the  ])revious  story,  she  eau.sed  the  death 
,,f  her  host  by  trying  to  scrape  a  hole  of  exit  with  a 
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iiiii»('l  shell.  atU'i'  uliicli  .slif  uikI  licr  llnatiiiL'  |iii-(iii 
well'  waslicil  u|)  toLTctlu'i'  <in  tlii'  sIkucs  oj  a  toi'tML'ti 
land.  During  tlic  wl'.djc  (if  tlu^  vovaj^'c  tlic  woinaii 
had  Ipccii  pciscvciiii^lv  scrapiiii:  away  with  licr 
inusscl-shcll.  a'ld  when  at  h  nu'tii  she  iiiana(.'0(l  to 
cscaix'  she  loiiiid  hciscll'  (Hi  a  straiiu'c  i.sland,  wliicli 
,slic  iimncdiatciv  s(>t  out  to  explore.  'I'hc  place 
s('(Miic(|  to  lie  xcrv  (h^sojatc,  with  not  a  .^ij^ni  of  Ininian 
haliitation  m  an\'  direction;  ihoiiijli  she  soon  found 
It  to  he  thicklv  pco|)icd  1)V  witches  and  demons. 
( )ne  of  these  an  old  hair  of  fortiidilinjf  appearance- 
came  to  liei-  side  as  she  sat  on  the  sea-shore.  (lazinji 
.sternlv  at  the  pooi'  e.xile  foi-  some  mimites.  the  old 
witch  denianded.  in  a  cioakv  voice,  who  she  was  and 
where  she  had  come  fidin.  Her  stoiy  was  soon  told, 
and  evidently  made  some  impression  on  her  impiisitor. 
for  the  latter  replied,  '"  I  make  it  a  rule  to  kill  and 
eat  eveiv  human  ])eini;  who  lands  on  this  island. 
l)Ut  as  vou  liave  been  l)i-ouii:ht  here  airainst  your  will 
and  i!i  such  a  curious  fashion,  1  will  not  onlv  spare 
vour  life,  hut  I  will  take  you  to  live  with  me  and  will 
provi(l(>  foi'  vour  wants. "  There  was  no  alternative 
hut  to  complv  :  and  the  unfortunate  straiigei'  settled 
on  the  island  and  tried  to  make  the  hest  of  her 
situation. 

.^h^lv  years  passed  hv,  hut  the  prospect  of  lelease 
seemed  to  the  poor  exile  as  far  ot?  as  ever,  when  one 
(lav,  as  she  was  wandering  along  the  heach,  she  noticed 
a  canoe  coming  towards  tlie  island.  Hopes  of  liberty 
and  a  happv  reunion  with  her  family  and  friends 
sprang  spontaneously  to  her  heart  ;'s  she  beheld  the 
frail  craft  coming  aearer  and  nearer.  She  could  ikjw 
make  out  that  it  was  manned  by  two  .stalwart  youths, 
who  evidently  saw  her  standing  alone  on  the  beach, 
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for  tlx'v  .liivi  I.mI  tlh'  |)rn\\  mI  tlicir  <  Mimf  tuu.ii'l-  Imt 
iUi.l   iuiii|MM|   ,|iiirkl\    ,i>1hiiv.      Now    alllM.u^'li   th.'  tu<> 
V(iim<r  men  wt'it'  nitirr  >rraiiuiM>  \,>  \u-v.  -ln"  lirniiii  ti> 
speak  to    thiMii  at  oiuv  in  the  l.ituau  t(>ii>;u.'.  and     to 
entreat  then-  a->i-taiiee  in  oettiiiL'  liei   awav  tioni  tlie 
(L'solate  i>lan<l.      N'm    oiilv    did    tli.'V    iinder.^tand    li-r 
words.   iMit    tliev   replied   II,   the  same  toimnic,   saviiiL'. 
••  Is   It    possil.le,    (»    mother,    tii.it    von     Ao    not    know 
who   we  are  '.       \V(>  are   voiir  <on-.   and    have   come   iii 
Si-arcli   of  yon."      Then    was   tlie    heart    of   the    soivlv 
tr"<l  motiier  ma(h'  ^ulad.      She  -ooii  lieLMii  to  reeoumse 
ill  the  two  vouths  the  feature>  of  the  two  litth'  hovs 
she    had    left    hehin.l    her.      Filled    uith    |ov.    thev    all 
(Mid.arked  in  the  canoe,  and   were  in  due  time  satelv 
landed  on  the  sh(.res  of  l.ilii. 


lit).     TIti'    AilrdHhuji    (if  r>h)<>il-l<llniti. 

\  serious  dispute  once  hioke  out  in  the  Ijtiiaii 
Inish  hetweeii  two  trees,  wliicli  in  a  short  time 
(h-velop.'d  into  a  pli vsic  d  coiitiict.  So  tiercelv  dul 
the  two  l)elli<;erent>  helaWoiir  each  other  with  l.lows 
that  they  lioth  hecame  covered  witli  lirinses  and  sores. 
The  iKittl.'  heiii-:  ended,  one  of  the  trees  called  Ins 
flic, ids.  saviiiir.  ■"  15e  .uood  eiioiiflh  to  cut  my  Ixxly 
wheicver  1  am  l.ruised.  .<o  that  all  the  had  discoloured 
•t,ln,,d  mav  escape. ■■  A*ter  this  had  l.een  done  he 
oiiicklv   recovered   his  normal  streii^'th. 

Tlu>  friends  of  tl:  other  tree  wished  to  cut  lus 
l.odv  also,  hut  he  refused  to  idlow  anvoiii'  to  touch 
I,,,,,.  The  result  of  this  stupid  ref\i>al  is  that  to  this 
very  (hiv  h<>  carries  the  visihl(>  mark-  of  the  contest. 
Wlierever  vou  may  chance  to  cut  thioiijzh  his  hark 
to-dav.   vou    will   lind  that   he   is   of  a   dirty   reddish 
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culdiir  ;     uluMtM^  tht'  tree   w  Im  si 

lie  cut  i>  now   iMMUtitullv  wliitr  tlin)ii>ilHMit. 


•21.    TIk    i'hn^li  iiniii  of  thf    )  mii. 

It  is  s;ii(|    thai    llif  vatii  w.i-  intnxliK-.',!  iiitu    Cvra 
ti(,ni  a  ii(ML:lili<niriii,iz    islaiwl  in-t  a  v.tv  Imiiu  tmir  a^.>. 
I'lxactK    uImtc  It   .aiiir  irnin  history  docs  not   rcconl. 
unv  IS  it   known  liv  whom  it  was  introilucc.l.      All  that 
is    now    known    i<    that    thr    nativ.'s,    who    ha^l    L.mmi 
j,if,„.„„Ml    of    Its    uivat    value    as    an    article    of    fo<'<l. 
planted    It    as   thev    had    I'een    instructed    to   do.    and 
carefiilh    watched   its  <:rowtli    from  dav   to  day.      Bv 
some  oversiuht  or  laps.-  of  memoiv.  no  one  then  livin^r 
nil    the    i>land    kiH'W    l.v    what    name    it    was   called: 
aiiil   ill  their  anxietv  for  some  eiili^diteninent   on  tins 
important   (piestioii   much   discussion  ensued. 

.lust   as  the   leaves  of  the   vain   l)e<;an   to  wither 
;iii    indication    of   its  api)roachintr   maturitv     and   all 
the    natives    of    the    iieijzhhoiirhood    were    disciissinji 
the  advisahihtv  of  di^-inji  it  up.  a   whale  was  hear-l 
disp.utini;  Itself  in  the  calm  water  of  the  lapoon  close 
liv    the    plantation.      N'(«\v   evervono    knows    in    these 
islands  that  the  whale  is  the  wisest  of  all  fish;  more- 
over,   that    he    IS   endowed    with    tli(>   pft    of   speecli. 
Therefore    hv    comP'...n    consent    .he    natives    ai;ree(l 
to     refer    the    (piestioii    of   the    vam's    name    to   tin.-- 
sauacious    lisli,    aiul   adjourned    to   the   sandy    l>eacli. 
there   to   li-.ten    attentivelv   to    what    he   had   to   say. 
Almost  as  soon  as  they  had  assoiuhled  in  a  givat  body, 
thev  heard  the  whale  di^tinctlv  <iive  utterance  to  the 
words  ••  Kwa    u  '      VW  .i    n  ;  '"     The  first  word  of  the 
<,uestion    askei'.     l.v    th(>    tish.    namely.    -  i:wa."    was 
familiar  to  their  ears,  meaning  -  Where.  "   l.ut  as  the 
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l,|-t     Willi!     W.I-    IM'W     t(i    tllflll.    tlh'V     ll.lllll.lllv   cclicllllll'll 

ill, It    tlirir   new    tiilitT   W.I-   Immiiu   iiiijiiircil   .iltrr.   iiinl 
til, It  It  u.i-  kiiuwii  !i\-  llif  iMiiii'  lit  '■  II.        "  I'.w.i  II 
tJiiMTtiirr   111. Milt    ••   Wll-'iv   >  till'   V;llll   '   "      \liil   tli,lt    l.s 
tiMW  the  II, mil'  \iv  wliH-li  It  I-  kiiiiwn  ;it   I  mm. 

Thi'   ll.ltivr.   Mill    hiMI    till'   wllilli'  (MllllliT  '■    KWM    II    '    ■■ 

Minht  I-  iHiw  ii'!,Mrilt'i|  l)V  t  liciii  as  a  rt'iiiiiiiliT  that  tlirir 
vai!i>  aiv  iiiatmi'il  ami  iv.itlv  lur  <i;at  luTiiifi. 


•J,s,    Tl"    Sliinn/,     linlh   iif  "    li'"i. 

\i,    rldnU-    ciiiiiili'    mil-.'    ilwflt    III    till'    xilitmlf    nt 
a  -III, ill.  iianvn-liM.kiii!.'  i-laml.  l\iii,L'  "tT  tlir  iii.iinl.iiitl 
,,f     I'mm,       Altliiiiiiili    iittic   ciiiild    lie   -iTM    tlicic     Kilt 
rnck.-   .mil    -tniir-.    tlir    two    iiili,iliit,iiits    tuimd    i|iiit.' 
sutlici<Mit   -ml   ill   tlir  cliiiik-  and    iiit.T>tirt's  \^^  ^'n.w 
an    ,iiiip|i'    -iipl'lv    iif    ini'd.      'I'Ih'V    wi.iild    liavi-    lirni 
altiiL"'tli«'i'    ri.nrciit.'d    and    liappv     at    Icot    si.    tlicv 
oft.'ii  told  'Mt  li  otli.T     if  Hilly  thfv  lia<l  lifcn  l)l«vss."<| 
with    childrfii    tu    cIumt    and     Kriirhtt'ii    their    lives. 
'I'licir    liiiurs    uf    lalmiir    were    slimt.    tlicic    wnv    no 
exnteniciiT.-.    their    i'ond     was    L'"nd    and    iiutntKuis. 
and  rhev  inuiid  then  dailv  reeieati.iii  in  the  di.se'  ,ir<_'e 
of   all    the    siin|ile    <lntie-    ulii.h    |>eitaiiied    t<i    their 
primitive  lile.  such  as  hmi-e-t hatehmi:.  iishin^r.  eaiKie- 
inakui'j.   plaiitinL'.  ete..   vet  the  ennstant  erv  i.t  then 
hearts  was  inr  (diildreii. 

Now  it  was  the  dailv  lustdin  nf  the  <.'i'..d  hoii-ewite 
to    make    an     ••  itia  "    (ven;,.tal.le    luiddiii^')    toi    then 


f>venin<.'  ine.il.  iisiialiv  e(im| 


(used  111'  -iiiiwv  white  vam. 


s.itiiraled  with  a  rieli  s.iiiee  hI'  eiicuiHit  milk.  Il.ivin^ 
fulded  this  (.iv|Mr.iti.iii  in  v.iun<:  li.anana  leaves,  and 
bound  It  round  ami  round  with  fresh  vines,  she 
would  (-(jok  it  on  hot  -tones,  in  the  me.intime  pickin<: 


,„Mi      IJ^VAI;|■^     IH.ANh    LKCKNDS  -".•-. 

,1,,  ,„uvvn,L'  .'-..U  nt  tin"  vam-.  -li-'  t.;"l  ummI  and 
,tnuii,.'  thrn,  ran'tiillv  auav  lur  tt...  ii-'xt  sra..,,,  s 
,,l;,„t,n.r.  A-  tin'  -.lia  -  Nva>  uMiallv  laiwr  tl.an 
f,l„.    ;,n,l    li.T    liu^l.a.Hl    cuul.l    rnnMiMM-    at    ..iw    mt'al, 

sl„.Ua-  Ml   tlirhal.lt    nflMl.llimUp,   nills.llslintl.MVeS, 

what  wa^lrlt  ,.v.T,  an.l  plann^'it  ,,„  t  In- t. •!,.■,■,, ut>Hl.' 
,1„,  l,„i  uhrrrit  uunMi...  tir.Tf,unitl..'(l."|.nMlat..ms 
,,l  ,„t>aii.lntlicriii~.'<t^t!iaii  m,  thr  tl<M.r  of  the  hut. 
Nou  It  hapiM'iic.l  nnr  ni.Miun^'.  uIkmi  sIh-  >tei)iM'.l  out- 
.,.l.-tulMin._Mn  thr  ivuiamsnf  tli.'it.a  fur  l.ivakla>t 
tl,atithad.'u,npl.'trlvai^a|,l.raiv(l.  A>tunish.Ml  l..-von.l 

wunl^.  >lir   vrtur 1  tM  mMUMv  if  In'r  husl.aiHl  knew 

,vhat    ha>l    I.Tunir  of  it.      I'.ul    no:     h."  lia.l   not   i-.-on 
nutMdr.    and    knew    nothiiiiz    uhat.'V.T.    .'.xc.",,t    that 
.h<'  hn-Hf  ua>  thr  .nil. lit.  a  .-hai.;.'  whi.h  shr  .stoutly 
,1,,„„.,1       ,)„    ,hr     vriv     nr.xt     .lav    thr    same    tinner 
l„,,,„.,ir,l    a-am.    iiiakiiiL'  thr   hiislMnd   m,  anjiiv   that 
1h>      rhar-r.l     hl>      wUr     with     irirr.linrss      a      rharjzr 
whirh    rv.M-v     srlf-rrspr.tmjz   natixr    linds   it    hai-l    to 
toh.iatr        llri    iral    -iirf  at   thi.s  arcusatlon,   t..<:rthrr 
with    lirr    rarnr>t     protrstations    of    inno.-rnrr.    soon 
cnnviiK'r.l  luT  hushan.l  that  lir  was  wro.i-.      I  nl'kriv 
a-HJ  ahsur.l  as  it  niijzht  api-ar.  lir  had  no  altrrnativo 
than  tosni.i.o>r  that  soinronr    from  thr   oulsi(h-    was 
thr    thirf.    and    lu'    drtmninrd    to    watch.     '1  o    this 
,.,,,1     ,n^t<Md  of    havmjz  thrir  -  itra  -  in  thr  rvrniiij: 
,.  rhrv  ordmaiilv  did.  tlir  .ijood  wifo  .'ooko.l  it  m  thr 
,,n-lv   inoiniiiL'  Indorr  .h.vl.rrak.  and  after  breakfast 
loftthr  ivniains  on  thr  fence  to  tempt  the  thi.'f  a^ai.K 
The  hii>hand  then  lud  hini.self.  and  patientlv  awaited 
events,      lie  had  n..t  lonfi  to  wait  l.ef..re  up  camo  a 
hun.rrv  little  l)ov  who  seized   the  dish  of   food        Hir 
man  ttirn  n.sh.'d  out  from  his  hLllntl-place.  and  sei/,!.!- 
thr  htth-  chap,  .■.x.'laimrd.    •  Who  are  vou  and  wherr 
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(Ill  \iiil  iciillf  fruiii  '  All'  \iill  the  Hlir  wll.i  li.l-  lii'di 
>t(Mll||^  |i|\  IduiI  '  I  will  kill  \i'll.  \\l|i,<'\cl  \iMl 
arc'    "       Tlir    little    Imi\-.    \iltll    ,l|i|i.i|i'||t|\     III)    -li.iliic    or 

liMi.  liiMkiMJ  raliiiK-  .mil  >tiM(|iK  in  tin-  .iiil'i\  in.in'- 
l.iii'.  aii'l  ii'jilii'il,  ■■  I  )u  iH't  kill  III'.  I  .iiii  \iiiii  "\\ii 
littli'  ipii\.  II  \'iiii  wi-li  tit  kimw  \^lii'i  •  I  r.iiih  ti.iiii. 
1  will  ti'll  \iiii  til, it  I  -|)i,iiiL'  lint  III  till'  i,'rii\\  in::  i'IhI 
ot  oiM'  111  till'  \ani^  \iM.r  uiir  hml  ,i>iili'  tlif  I'tiicr 
(l,i\'.  At  lii^t  I  \v,i>  .liranl  tn  niiki'  inv'-'ll  kimwii  t-i 
••()u.  atnl  wanilt'fcil  almiit  aniiniti  tlir  iiiri<- ;  ami  at 
lust,  t'l'i'linij  viTV  liuni^rv.  I  tmik  \-iiiii  Inn  i.  II  V(iii 
lilvC!  I  will  iiiiW  lu'i'  with  •.•nil  al\va\--.  aipl  Ii'-miih' 
rcallv  voiir  nwii  httlr  >(Mi."  <  >n  Ii.miiiii:  tlii>  -piTcli 
the  .inu'i'l^  III  the  mail  eu!n|>letel\^  vaiiislieil.  ami  he 
and  especiallv  hi-  wile  were  i|elii;litei|  ;  toi'  here  was 
the  chilli  so  anlentK^  luiiLreil  t'nr  -ime  the  ila\^  tliev 
were    iiianieil.      \' 'rv    t!ianktiill\^    ami     lieaitil\-    tliev 

Welcnineil     llilll     to    their    ijlliet      llnllie.      Ilnl     the     llllee 
li\  ed  \  ei  \-  ha|i|ill\'  tiieet  her. 

■Jt).     11  "/'/■    /■nil  IIS. 
Xea;     the     \ill,i;ie    nl     Xepenehe.      Lil'il.      there    was 

fdniieflv    a     la  rue     I  resh-wat  er     | 1     winch     u,i>    tlie 

liutne    (if    twii    >|iirit>     who    assiii I     the     tui'iii     ami 

features  nf  two  Keaiitifiil  irirls  called  '•  liie  pohi.'"  "V 
twins.  The  wnrd '■  |k'1ii  ""  alsn  moans '•  viieiii.'"  The>e 
cliailiiiliiz  fairies  ajipeared  tn  lead  a  lite  ot  e.\(|iiisite  jo\^ 
and  fun  in  and  out  of  the  water,  and  in  all  |»rolialiilit\^ 
would  have  continued  to  dwell  there  until  the  jiie-ent 
time  Imt  for  the  want  of  coiisidei^atioii  shown  them. 
It  ,i|)|ie,ii's  that  the  natives  of  Xe|)enelio.  tindiiiL'  the 
soil  to  lie  pood  in  tli(>  \icinitv  of  the  jiool.  lieiran  to 
plai't  jiardens  tlieie.  .and  so  discovered  the  two  fairies 
and  their  delightful  home. 
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\.    t,,r    U.lt.M'    W,.s    Ultllin    .M~V    IV.mI,    nl    tl.r    ll.ltlVeS. 

,1m-v  -Mt  ,nt.Mi,.l,,.lnt  ,,|,l,i.|.niL'llH-i.   luiid^iuKMt. 
tfruniUn^rm  t  lp.|,   -.nlm.  .    .nnl  imt  .mU    ~n    l.„t 
,  ,|,.tllr  It  \>v  h.nlr.iiu  tluM'-  wIki 


a 

si.ini'  tit  thi'in  l.i'LMii  '' 

1pim1i-s  in  it . 


1.. 


\,,u  tlirtain.'.u.-n-nnt  >,,  uiinM>.m.,M.- a-  t'nWyri 

tn     thr     I pi"     takint:    watrr     h tin.,     puj.l    tyr 

,,,„,.,„,  ,,n,l  fuuk.n.-  , nn, ....■>.  .mhI  w  -u',  wiIIm^v 
h;,v."  uvrrluok.Ml  tlinr  pr.»iiini.tu.ii  ,i.  w.i-^lin;^  th.Mi 
...ilnl  hamh  tlinv;  l.ut  that  th.v  >hunM  i  ■  su 
,„,u„s„l..rat.'   as   to  .-mnrrt    thm    luxrlv    |.u..|    mto  a 

1,,,,  1,„  l„nL'  i'l^"T  wa>  an  utT.'H.-..  imt  tu  Im- .M.a.inMl^ 

TI„.V    tlMMvtuIV     tlrt.Tinin.Ml     tn    .,mt     tl,r     lu.alltV    iUl-l 

t„  s.M.k  a  nt'w  h-nu-  .hrwh..;.-.  Nu  --».■,•  -Ii-l  thov 
leav  tlw'  spnl.  than  th.'  wafr  alsn  .lisippraivd. 
an.l  th.'  hnl..  ha..'nnt,niH'a  .pntr  Mrv  to  th.'  im's..nt 

'  I„  th,.irs..l.M-ti..ii  ..fa  s.M-on.!  h.-in-'.  lh.'  tw..  ta'ri.' ■ 
w.Mv  WIS.'  .'n.-u-ih.  an.l  tutunat.'  .'ii.m^h.  t..  .lis.'..v."r 
.,   .IHiohtfullv   n.inanti.'  an.l   wihUv   uirtun'^.iu.'  sp.-t. 
n,,\v  (billed  '■lIuhnan/'uhuli.alth.Mijzh  ,,,nt..  .  l..s.' t.. 
,!„.    villa.r.".    is     piartH-allv   mac-.'s.il.l.'    t..    man    an.l 
!,..,.t       Th.'    !'.-l   --f    ^vat.T   li.'s    at    th.-    l...tt..ni   ..!    :> 
I,,,,,,.    „,,,„,,l   ,avitv.    -MM.'    t.'n     ..r    rl.nvn     lath.uns 
l,..lnvv  tti.'  Miila.-.'  ..]■   th."  >urr..un.lin>z  c.untrv.      1  lu' 
.,,„,,„n.r   ,s   Inm,   tuvntv  to   t..rtv    lath.Mn^   ...',■..-..   s., 
that      tl..'     vavs    n[    th.'    Min    .lailv    p.'n.'traf    t..   tlw 
Mivfa.-.'   ..f    thr    wat.T.    uhi.-h   c.v.Ts   a    la,-.'    P'Tti-.n 
„fthoI..,tt..,n..t  th.'.av.'.     Th.'  si.l.'s  aiv  l.r.'riint..n^ 
^,,,,1    a.h.rn.'.l    with    niai.l.^ii-hair    an.l    ..tluM-   <;ruc.>tul 
f,.,„s.  with    h.M-e   an.l   th.'iv  tlowmnir  shnil.s  to  lend 
vari.'tv  and  charm  t.>  tiu>  scene. 

Stan.lin.'  on  the  cdm"  of  the  cavitv  an.l  l..okiii-  (U>wn 
into  this   taiiv   (k'll   on.'  can  soe  a   small   i-lan.l   near 
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tlic  iciitit"  of  tlic  lake  (■(insistiiii:  appaivntly  of  one 
larsii'  tlat  rock  ov  ^tuiic.  (Ui  wliick  tlii'  twd  tairics 
prepaii'  their  todd  when  all  is  (juict  ami  tlicrc  is  no 
one  to  (li>tu!'l)  rlicin.  'L'his  lar<>i'  stoiu'  is  kopt 
i'.i)S(»lut('lv  t'n'P  from  tin'  wccils.  ferns,  ami  otiior 
veiretatioii  which  stMMiis  to  clotlie  evory  other  availal)le 
spot  in  the  inteiior  of  the  cave.  The  fairies  are  most 
cai-efiil.  too.  to  lea\t'  no  litter.  >uch  a>  vine>.  l>anana 
leaves,  -ticks,  oi'  stones,  use.l  li\-  them  dailv  m  the 
|)reparation  of  their  "  itras  "'  ;  all  i-  kept  neat  ami 
trim  as  becometh  the  home  of  such  Iteatitiful  ami 
delicate  liein^s. 

Once  or  t\vic(\  native-;  oi'  four-footed  hea>ts  have 
accidental! V  fallen  down  this  cave  :  hut.  however 
hadlv  injureil  thev  mav  have  heen,  or  even  if  the  tall 
has  provcil  fatal,  there  is  nevei  anv  hetuoiiha'^e, 
hei  ause  the  two  fairies  have  decreed  that  no  human 
hlood  shall  ever  contaminate  the  sacicd  prmancts  ot 
their  second  home. 


.■}n.   Uoir   T'l'o   V if)// IIS  ln'cdinc  Mollii'rs  oj  (^liicf-'^. 

A  lo  iif  time  aifo  th(M'(>  dwelt  at  the  north  end  of 
Lifu,  and  ch'se  to  the  sea.  two  sisters.  ( )n  a  particular 
afternoon,  thev  had  just  returned  from  tlieii-  plantation 
with  a  suppl\-  of  food  foi'  their  evemnii  meal,  and 
havin;j;  ,i  little  time  at  tlieii'  dis|)osal  hefore  lie<iiiming 
to  make  theii'  "  itra."  and  seeinj^  that  li  was  low  tide, 
thev  strolled  down  to  the  liea^h  to  see  if  they  (  ould 
[)ick    !p  anvthmg  to  n  ak(>  their  meal  moi'e  savourv. 

As  they  walked  alonj.  the  edge  of  the  watt>r.  looking 
for  shell-tish.  crai)s  or  MM-undiins.  their  attention  was 
attracted  1)V  two  twigs  whicdi  were  floating  about  in 
the    water    and    keeping   j)ace    with   their    footsteps. 
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Tlll^  >t.it.'  ut  t!iin,i:s  (-iitiinH'(l  so  jHTsistciitlv  tlmt 
the  tun  uiil>  Iclt  ;inii(iV(Mt.  mid  ivtunitMl  lioiii.'  t<. 
■  itt.'!,,!  tn  s.Mnr,,tlHT.lun.">.  WluMi  1  li.-.v  lia.l  l.un.Ml 
tlHMV  •■  itiJ  ■'  111  th.'  native  (iv(Mi.  nmvcd  l.y  cinu'-itv 
t,,  >,.,■  if  the  twu  i\vin>  wiMc  Mill  awaitin.u  tli.'iii. 
tJicva^MiiistnilUMl  t.-wanlstlir  l-acli.      Tli.-v  liail  net 


LilTAN    U!i;i,- 


DI'llCCIMlCII 


pr 


,()\\c\t  r.  Ix'tniv  thi'v  Inimd  tlif  vt'i\- 
identical  twiL'slvin- in  tlu-ir  path.  Karli  of  the  sisters 
picke.l  u,,  one  and  earned  it  hunu'.  carelessly  throwing 
it  aside  on  hei-  arrival. 

\t  a  verv  earlv  hour  the  next  inornin^r  the  .'Mer 
sister  heard   a   strangle   sound,   hke   the  civinu  of  an 

fant.  and  on  l..okin^i  round  sh.'  <!iscovered  that  the 
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twii;  she  had  luciiL'lit  trnm  tlir  licadi  lia<l  split  (ipcii. 
icvcaliiit:  to  liiM  astoiiislit'il  c^ra/.c  a  tine  lialiy  linw 
She  at  niicc  loiiscd  her  lister,  telling  lici-  ilu'  <nnH\ 
news,  and  sliowinu  luT  tlic  iii'\\-l)i)in  l)al)V.  A^  tlicv 
talked  tdifctluM'  about  tlio  little  stian^fer.  tli('\  dis- 
tiiictlv  liiMi'd  a  sound  as  of  ciacklinix  wood,  and  lookintr 
towards  aiiotlitT  conuM'  of  the  hut  wliciiic  the  noise 
seemed  to  conie.  thev  found  additi(Uial  cause  f(u-  \in- 
and  wonder,  for  liehold  '  the  second  twitf  was  in  the 
act  of  splittiuii  open,  discli^inif  aixitlier  male  child. 
The  two  si>teis  niiised  and  cared  hir  the  two 
welcome  ^niests.  who  in  course  of  time  orew  up  to 
he  strong  and  conielN-  youths,  ahle  tii  <ni  lishinif 
and  snaring  liiids  as  is  the  manner  of  vouths  ol  their 
\ea  |■^. 

( »ne  (lav  the  two  lads  went  a  lotiji  join  iiev  ot  some 
tw('nt\--tive  miles  alonji  the  heach.  wl  n  thev  came  to 
the  villai^e  ol  We.  which  thev  had  heard  their  motlieis 
speak  of.  and  which  thev  were  curious  to  sre.  .lust 
as  thev  enteivd  the  large  villatre  they  were  seen  h^-  an 
old  man,  \\  ho.  iikiiiLr  their  appearance,  called  them 
•  lue  ju  '"  or  ■•  two  hack  hones  "'  and  insisted  on  their 
livinc  with  him  in  the  futiiic.  Thev  aineod  to  do  so. 
and  in  thecours(>  of  time  the  elder  of  the  two  (haeti'a) 
was  made  chief  of  the  village.  After  some  ye,.is. 
it  was  found  that  he  lackeil  the  qualities  of  a  true 
chief,  heing  too  arrogant  and  presuming  too  much  on 
the  pivi'ogativesof  hise\alti>(l  position.  .\ccor<lingly  ho 
was  dejioscd,  the  \ouiiger  hrother  (cipa)  heing  e!,  ncd 
in  his  jilace.  lie.  proving  himself  a  liettei- and  more 
w(irth\-  chief,  continued  to  hold  the  position.  IxMjueath- 
in<r  it  to  his  children  and  the\-  to  their  children  until 
the  present  day. 
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(),,    a    small     islet    lvln,^   <> 


31.    Tl"'   linr(in-<l  Sislcrs. 

,,n"     the     north    coast   of 

j.,.,,,,j;::;;:;i;;;.ia;nHnanahisw,fewiththe,r 

\   ;J,„    ,,,1    two    .laughters:     thev    wen-    th-    sol. 
;         I     the    ish.iul.     whu-h    anonle.1    ample 
sustenan.e    tor  tlu-ir   l.n.hlv    wa,.t>.     ^^  '  '       ^    / 
«i.te.s  were  ,nnvn   u,  an.l  ol   -n  na,ea  ,1     a,  ^hc^ 
,,nts  .luMl,  and    eft  then.   n.  ehar^e  <  1   tlu    1.  • 

•     .,,„thor.     This  rlun-e  was  to  the.n  a  matter 


pa 

their  oiilv 


„„,  „„„,  |,„,„ls  M,  nia.nm,,  ,^  .    tl,e. 
,  o.,l,l  w.,,.l,  ..v.r  .na  pn.v,.  ..  in,.  ,1,,.  .l™.    .. 

;r     Vn.!         '    -  -.1 -Uvol,  ,o.o,l,..,- on  ,,no  o,  ,1,0 


he 


moie     If 

,,,,,1    when'    there    woiih 

ai<rov.Mv.l.      lli'vm-:    .leci.le. 


OSS    risk    of   their    l)ein>,' 
on     a     suitalile    place 


;i„:;.:„l,..l,l.v,...  a„ai,v,.a   v,.,vha,,|,ilv,o,so,„o 

>'r'a!:r:;:::,;:!r;;i., ., ,01.1,1,- „.,.H..a 

,    '    1  ■  .    .....    ....(Midin'^  lioni   the  island, 

ui^ i'- -"'';';:r;::;i:;;::"^^; 

the  hearts  of  the  two  maiden^  became  ciepu.  ^ 

;    J    \,,.,    aark    forebodings    on    aeeount    o     th  u 
2r\»n  learning  tlu.  cause  of  tlH.r  trouble  the 

;'  :;,.ted  that  there  was  not  the  least  occasion 
;::J:,.,.v.    and    ..eatlv    .-."assiued    tli.u      V    s  vmg. 


ore  about  me 


••  Prav  do   n..t  alarm  vour.selves  anv  m.i 

,       ,    .     mcechaie.-nivsclfmtoa-Boene    (  a  species 

r     Mi         an      Twill  n,akc  n,v  future  honie  ,n  the 

;:!r.'!h;-;.ek.  on  the  weather  side  of  the  island. 
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•  'atcli  ;is  many  ti>li  as  yoii   like,   hiit  nn   un  acruunt 

kill   a   ■  Hdcnc  "   lest   it   siidiild    ptoNc   to    he   \iiiir  dwii 

luotlior."     Siiyintf  this,   he  pliiii<.'<'il  into  tlii'  sea  and 

was  lost  to  \it'w. 

The  sisttMs,  now  left  alone,  wcic  conifoitcd   l)\-  the 

thoii<rlit  that  thcii'  hrotluM'  was  not  dead,  lait   iniidit 

...  " 

letuiii  to  tJu-ni  at  some  tuture  tunc.     Th(>v  Jiad  ivason 

to    rojivet    liis    absence,    liowcvci-.    because    of    their 

reduced  su|)|)ly  of  fish,  (^specially  in  loutrh  and  stormv 

weathei'.     One   day   the   younu'cr  of   the   two   sisteis 

crossed  the  island  in  seaich  of  she||-tish.        It   was  a 

terribly    hot    day.    and    when    she    arrived    she    was 

parched   with  thiist.      .\s  she   went  alon^r  she  tasted 

the  watei-  in  all  the  little  pools  sli(>  came  to.  in  the  hope 

ot  finding.'-  some  that  wa>  good  enou<:li  to  diink.     Sli.- 

met  wiih  little  success  foi-  a  time,  the  watei-  beinir 

all  brackish.     .\t  lenyth  she  was  rewarded  l)v  Hnding 

a  pftol  which  was  deliizhtfully  fresh  and  cool.     She  was 

just  al)out  to  take  a  irood  drink,  when  she  noticed  a 

large  eel  lying  at  the  bottom.     This  was  a  misfortune, 

but  not  siitficient  to  deter    her  fi'om  quenchimr  her 

thirst.      Takinif    tlie    eel.    whose    native    name    was 

"  Bonich."  gently  in  her  hand,  she  placed  it  on  one 

side,  not  forgetting  to  replace  it  when  she  had  drank 

her  fill.     Some   hours  later  she   reached   home,   and 

immediately  began  to  experience  feelings  and  thf)iights 

quite  new  to  her,  and  of  which  she  spoke  to  her  sister. 

In  course  of  time  a  little  son  was  born  to  her  whom 

she  named  "  Biuiich,'"  and  who  grew  up  to  be  a  fine 

strong  boy  and  an  expert  fisherman. 

Now  the  sisters,  whom,  according  to  native  custom, 

he  called  "  mother,"  had   never  told   him  the  story 

of  '■  Bonich  ■'  his  father  or  of  "  Boene  "  his  uncle  : 

but  this  they  had  strongly  impressed  upon  him,  that 


.n.xii      I.OVAI.TV    ISLAM)    l.K<iKNl>S  -.m 

„„  ,,„  a.-.ount  must  \w  ."vor  ^'<.  iishin-  on  the  weatlier 
.„l<>  of  tlH.  islan.l.      As  tho  boy  -r.>w  ohlor,  he  bogan 
to  ask  lii.nself  whv  the  othor  side  of  the  islan-l  should 
1,0   s„    str.ctlv    tabooe.l.      lb-    lon^rd    v.rv    nn.ch    to 
solve  tho  .nvste.  V.     Was  there  roallv  anvth.ng  to  be 
,^t,,,ia  „f,  „,  ,vas  the  ,,roh.bu.on  inerelv  the  result  o 
unreasonable    parental     solicitude     on     h.s    l)ehalt  . 
One  dav,  sununonn.g  u,.  Ins  <-ourage.  he  determined 
to  ...  a.id  see  the  place  and   risk  the  consequences, 
llelouud  the  trip  botli  agreeable  and  profitable,  tor 
he  managed  to  speai  a  good-sized  fish  ;   s(^  long  was  it 
nuleed  that  he  was  unable  to  carry  it  liome.  and  he 
was  obliged  to  <lrag  it  along  the  ground.       Leaving 
the  fish  a  little  distance  from  the  house,  he  went  to 
t<.ll  his  mothers  where  he  had  been  and  whac  he  had 
,.a„.rht      To  his  astonishment,  in.stead  of  the  usua 
„lad  •'  ole  ••  (thanks),  both  sisters  began  to  weep  and 
hunont  most  bitterly.     At  sight  of  their  grief  the  youtli 
also  beca.ne  verv  sad.     After  a  time  they  all  venture, 
to  go  and  inspect  the  fish,  when  the  worst  fears  of 
the    sisters    were    realised.     Then    their    anger    was 
roused  intensely,  and  they  accused  tlieir  son  of  tne 
„u„,ler  -f  his  own    uncle  -  Boene."  who  they  said 
WIS  the  real  cluef  of  the  ishuvl,  whilst  he  was  a  mere 
commoner.     Many   h.ard   names  they  called   lum   as 
they    returned    hf.me    together,    but    the    boy    only 
meekly    answered,  -  Oh  my  mothers,  don  t  cry  any 
niorc  •    von  say  I  am  the  son  of  Bonich.  then  1  will 
go  and  "look  for  my  father.      But  oh  my  mothers, 
why  did  you  not  inform  me  of  .11  this  before  ?         He 
then  took  of?  his  ornaments,  his  girdle  of  dying-fox 
wool    and  the  ccwry  she'ls  from  his  arms  and  legs 
and  bidding  the  two  sisters  an  affectionate  farewell 
he  left  them.     Crying  bitterly    -for  the  two  women 
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iidw  |(i\'('(i  hiiii  iiitiii'  il(Mrl\'  tlian  cvci'  tlicx'  hail  |i)\c(| 
tlicir  lii'dtht't  tlicv  tollducd  the  iiiihii])j)y  vouth 
alniij:  the  |)atli  until  tlicv  aiiiv«'(|  at  the  spot  whcii' 
he  had  spcaicil  tin'  laii^c  fish.  Ilcir  they  stood  to- 
jrethcr  foi'  a  luoiiK'nt,  when  lo  !  thcv  liidicld  a  tiii<' 
"  t)f)iiich  "  If'apiiit;  ahoiit  on  the  s'.iifacc  of  the  water. 
The  soil,  seeing'  this,  iiished  awav  to  i)lunj.'e  into  the 
soa.  and  tliouj.di  Ids  mothers  iVaiitically  tiled  to  hold 
him  hack,  he  evaih'd  their  arms,  and  as  he  rose  aifaiii 
to  the  surtace.  licdiold  he  too  had  lieeome  a  "  lioiiieli." 
Soiidwtullv  the  sisters  retiiiiied  to  their  home. 
The  hope  of  their  house  was  jfoiie  lor  ever.  Sad  and 
loiielv  thev  lived  f(U'  iiian\'  years,  then  passed  awav 
to  the  spirit  land. 


(1    I 


■.\2.    .1    Loii'i    Snihi. 

Ill  a  part  of  the  island  of  Lifii  over  which  the 
liveat  cliicd  rken/.o  ruled,  there  dwelt  in  olden  times 
a  loiielv  widow  and  her  only  i!aiiifliter.  The  piece  of 
ifround  thev  had  selected  for  their  abode  was  far 
I'einoved  from  anv  of  the  villaj^es  of  their  tiihe,  their 
nearest  iieii;hliours  lnnnjr  many  mil<\s  distant  from  their 
home.  Thev  sutfe  ■■  <l  no  ffieat  inconvenience  from 
their  solitarv  life  except  on  very  rare  occasion>. 
riif(Htunatelv,  neither  of  them  had  learned  the  art  of 
kindling  a  tire  hv  th*^  friction  of  two  pieces  of  wood, 
and  so  were  ohiiired  to  exercise  the  jfreatest  care  in 
preserving  that  \alual)le  household  treasure.  Now 
it  happened  that  out-  day,  returniiiij;  from  their 
plantation,  they  found  that  the  last  .-park  of  their 
tire  had  died  out.  and  thev  were  ohliiied  to  eat  their 
food  raw.     After  manv  davs  the  mother  said  to  lier 
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(liiui'litcr.  "  Mv  cliiM.  I  ;iiii  almost  dead  tnHii  catiiii: 
imcdnkfd  fddd  ;  cliinl)  u|)  into  one  <.t  th»'  In^di  trt'Ps,  and 
look  aiound  in  cvtMv  diivctioii  to  find  if  tlnMv  is  anv 
,>niokt'  to  he  seen."  'i'li«'  ^'iii  lookt'd  noitli,  cast,  and 
west  tVoin  The  toj)  of  a  lu;:li  tier.  Init  no  sinokf  was  to 
he  seen.  Tiicn  she  lookfd  in  a  soiitlu'ily  diit'ctioii. 
across  tlic  lari;c  liav  of  Xcpcntdic.  anil  at  once  called 
out  that  tlicif  was  a  tire  at  (iaica.  al)out  sixteen  miles 
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awav.  With  the  j)eiiMi>-n iii  of  her  mother  >he  >iladly 
<et  forth  throiiiih  the  thick  lui-h.  and  alono-  the  i'ock\- 
coast,  in  the  hope  ol'  seciinnji  ,i  li\e  tire-'-tick. 

\\\  adventure  of  this  kind  was  a  mosi  welcome 
liveak  ill  the  dull  routine  of  tlie  yoiiii'i  ^iir>  mIv  lite. 
Mou'over.  sIh'  was  not  iiisensilile  of  hei  personal 
charms,  and  who  could  say  h<i\v  many  youthful  hearts 
mijiht  he  cai)tivate(l  hefoie  her  leturn.  There  was 
one  special  item  of  her  adornment  on  wliich  slie  could 


:{(!() 


\M().\(;    TIIK    NAIMVKS 


I'T.  II 


cntaiiiK-  ivl\-  tn  iinnliict'  a  sciisatiuii  and  to  fxcitf 
iiiiivfisai  ciivv.  nanirly.  Iii'i'  iiiicoiiiukhiIv  I<>iiu 
■■  ciiKiii  '"  (it  was  custDiiiarv  aiimnjr  Liftiaiis  to  allow 
oni'  tult  of  hall-  to  ;.'i-o\v  very  loii^'.  which  tlicy  ci\\\v(\ 
their  "  (Miioii  ").  Soiiu'tiiiM's  sho  won>  it  coih'd 
around  her  shajx-lx'  head  ;  at  otlicr  times  it  was 
alhiweil  to  trail  aloiiji  the  irnmiid. 

When  the  irirl  airived  at  her  destination  she  was 
kindlv  received  l>y  the  people  of  (laica.  who  willingly 
jiave  her  a  few  tire-sticks  for  her  mother.  an<l  tj'eatly 
admired  her  wonderful  "  emou."  After  a  sho.t  rest 
slie  started  on  her  ivturn  journev.  and  the  si  ii  hemji; 
verv  hot  sh(>  let  loo>.-  Ikm-  "  eniou."  whi(d  trailed 
behind  her  for  miles  and  miles. 

S(Uiie    children    at    phiy    near   one    of   the    villages 

through  which  the  girl  had  passed,  observing  the  end 

of  hei'  ■   emoii  "  moving  along   the  ground,  exclaimed 

■■  What's  this  '.  "  and  picking  it  up  tliey  cut  otT  a  piece, 

at  which  it  began  to  bleed.      When  the  girl  reached 

home,  all  unconscious  of  her  loss,  she  liegan  to  draw  in 

her  ■' (Miiou."  and  alas  !    she   found    that  tlie  end  was 

gone    and    that    her    hair    had    been    l)leeding.     She 

grieved  and  cried  verv  much,  the  poor  mother  trying 

ill  vain  to  comfort  her.      .\s  the  w(M>ping  showed  no 

signs   of   al)ateinent,    the   svm])athetic    motliei'     said, 

"  Mv  daughter,  do  not  crvanv  more  :    I  will  seveivlv 

l)unish  those  people  who  have  spoiled  your  beautiful 

"emou.'"     Saying  which,  she   went  outside  the   hut 

and  caught  one  of  the  little  birds  cidleil  '"  sisi,"  which 

are  the  first  to  begin  their  twitterings  in  the  early 

morning.     She    tied     up  the   beak   of  the   little   bird 

so  that  it  (ouid  no  longer  waiti  the  people  of  the  dawn 

of  day,  and  putting  it  in  her  little  bag  she  started  off 

with  her  daughter,  and  soon  founrl  the  |)lace  wheie  the 
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ell  1 1(1  It' 1 1  lived  w  lio  I  111  (I  I  la  marred  tin-  pn'cinii.s  "  cinoii.  ' 
'I'Ih'V  acccpttMl  the  iii\  itatiini  of  tiic  vijlaf^'t'is  to  rctiiain 
with  tliciii  tnr  a  tiiiic.  As  soon  as  tiicv  wcro  left  alone 
ill  the  liut.  tilt"  fill's  mother  secreted  the  little  liird  she 
had  l)roii<;lit  witli  her,  under  the  floor  mat. 

Then  darkness  came  over  land  and  sea,  even  as  far 
as  the  island  ofl'\ea.  The  people  slef)t  and  awoke, 
and  wondered  when  (li;vli<ilit  would  again  appear. 
IJiit  no  davJight  cana'  :  indeed,  how  could  it,  there 
lieinir  no  bird  to  call  it  forth  '.  This  state  of  darkness 
continued  so  long  that  the  people  were  obliged  to 
collect  their  food  l>v  torchlight,  and  manv  fell 
into  the  crevices  and  holes  of  the  rocks  and  were 
killed. 

One  of  the  l)ig  chiefs  from  the  island  of  I'vea 
raiue  over  to  inquire  the  cause  of  the  prolonged  night, 
and  seeing  that  there  was  a  little  light  about  tlie  hut 
occupied  bv  the  inothei'  and  daughter,  he  begged  them 
to  disjiel  the  darkness,  lie  offeied  a  large  liank  of 
tiving-fox  wool  ■■  ihla  "  to  the  mother,  but  she 
refused  it,  saying,  "  It  is  my  daughter  who  is  in  great 
trouble  :  I  will  talk  to  her."  The  oiilv  answer  of  her 
daughter,  however,  was.  "'  Tell  him  to  go  baek.  I 
(hni't  want  anv  "  dela  "  ;  what  is  '  dela  "  to  me  :"  I 
want  my  "  emoii.'  "" 

Another  day  the  chief  of  (laica  paid  them  a  visit, 
with  the  same  object  in  view,  and  offered  the  girl  a 
string  of  cowr\-  shells.  ""  Wasisi."  But  she  refused 
them,  saying,  ""  What  are  wasisis  to  me  '.  1  want 
my  ■  emou.'  "" 

The  big  cliief  of  lier  own  district,  I'kenzo,  then  paid 
them  a  visit,  taking  as  his  present  a  lovelv  stririg  of 
jade  beads  ;  but  even  these  were  powerless  to  soothe 
her  wounded  heart,  and  again  slie  rejected  the  otfeiing, 
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Siivirij:.  '■  What  ai»'  >u<ii  tiitlfs  ci.iiiii.iird  \u  tin'  l(.s>  .if 
?iiv  ■  oiiiiiu  '  '  "  Still  dciix'  (l,irkiii'>s  |)rcv,iilc(l  (i\rr 
the  ulioii'  hintl. 

AiiotluT  visit  was  at  li'ii):'ii  jiaid  tin'tii  \>v  the  cliu'l 
of  Mil  tht"  last  «if  till'  1>I<.'  <  hicfs  (III  the  ishitid.  His 
iirt'stMit  was  a  set  nf  l)cautiiul  white  luacelets  made 
fium  lar;:<'  ((Hie-liells.  The  i,'irl  was  evidently  at- 
traetf'd  liv  them.  Imt  iinallv  rejected  them,  saying. 
'■  .\lv  ■  emoii  "  wa.s  mure  to  me  than  all  the  treasuies 
of  the  woihi." 

Now    the    chief    of    Mil    licfoic    leaviiiji    home    had 
called  a  man    and    his    wife   and    child    to   accoinpaiiv 
fiini  as  Ins  attendants  and  to  caiiv  the  presents  tor 
the  fxirl  and  hei'  mothei'.      Before  thcv  had  j^one  verv 
far  alotifz  the   load   the  child   lic^'aii   to  cry.      lie   had 
sores    -'■  tonas  "     on    his    feet,   and    the    sharp    rocks 
eau.sed   him  so  much  pain  that  walkinjr  Ix-came  verv 
dilHcult  for  liini.      His  parents  therefoic  ordered   him 
to  return   lioi'.e  :    and   the  three  elders  proceetled  on 
their  journev  alone,  or  at  least  they  supixiscd  so.      The 
child,   however,   wishinj,'  to  see  the  presentation  ami 
to  learn  the  result  of  the  chief's  cpiest.  followed  them 
at   a    short   ilistaiice.    keeping'    well    in   the   shadow   ol 
their  toiches.      .\s  tlie\-   went   aloii^f  the  lioy's  lather 
noticed  a  prettv  icd   l)ird.   which   he  caii;.;ht  arid   put 
into  his  hair:    aizain   he  imticeil  a  small  red  calahasL 
f1oatin<f  in  the  sea.  this  also  he  placed  in  his  liajr. 

Duriiifi  their  stay  at  (iaica.  ami  aftc'-r  their  presents 
had  been  refused,  thev  sat  cliattin<i;  in  the  hut  :  when 
the  child  hejzan  to  amu.se  himself  with  the  contents  ot 
his  father's  lia<r  especially  with  the  icd  l)ird  and  the 
red  calabash.  The  sorrowm^r  jzirl.  seeinir  these,  soon 
hecame  cai)tivated  liv  the  liri<,ditne.ss  of  their  colouTMnji. 
She  Ijecjged  tlia^  she  might  have  them  for  her  own.  and 
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tli<'V  were  rtMililv  ^'i\<'ii  to  licr  She  wiis  so  iiincti 
r  itifd  liv  tlii'Sf  >iin|il»'  ^'itts  tllilt  lirl  ;ll|i;<M'  iiiiil 
s.  .row  (juitf  <lisa|t|i«Mn'il.  ;iml  :it  h«'i'  it>f|iit'.st 
tlio  iiiotlKT  took-  tin'  ■■  sisi  "  Ik. Ill  its  liidiiio^-pljic*', 
unfastt'iH'd  the  comI  troin  its  licak.  wticii  it  set  uj)  a 
\ii.'oi-oiis  t\vitt<'riii^'.  and  the  darkiirss  was  dispollfd 
from  tlic  fa(  I'  of  t'lr  faith. 
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■'  TiJLLT  ki)  tulii  '        ■■  .MiMsiiic  fill'    tiiiMsuii',"    or 
■■  tit  for  tilt." 

Iiipi'  kciiiic  "  =r  " 'I'tMcli  VHiii-  iriMinlmiithtT  to 
siirk  cyj^s,"  m  "  'Pcacli  a  camn'  luakiT  to  iiiakt'  a 
caiioi'."' 

■■  <,)ali'     111'     III!  Iiti'iall\-     ■■  (V(H)kf(l     cocdiiiit 

palm.  '  'Pile  idea  coiivi'vt'il  l>v  this  pnivcrli  is  that 
althoiijih  the  ticc  iiiav  l>c  ci'dokoi.  it  inav  hear  ifooil 
fruit.  A  mothci'  will  sonit'tiincs  sav  of  Ikm'  uayuanl 
son.  ■■  (^alc  nv  iiu."  iiu'aiiinj.f  ho  tnav  he  had  l)iit  there 
is  much  ^o()(l  in  liim. 

"  Sa  itra  (jo  k(")  ate  xt'lcm  "  lie  who  plants  should 
have  the  itia  (piiddin<r)  made  of  the  food  plaiiteil. 

.\nie  la  f(ie,  te,  ate  thupa  hlapa  ""  It  is  the 
wuiiian  who  causes  (oi  is  responsil)le  lor)  dissensions 
in  the  familv  or  locality,     (i  7r  r</ir:  hi  foninc) 

"  Si  atemeni  thilile.  si  ko  w^v  teije  kii  '"  The 
flvinn;  fo.\  l)athes  (or  j)lays)  amongst  the  leave.s  of  a 
certain  tree  which  is  ])oison()us.  and  causes  great 
skin  irritation  ;  he  is  aware  of  the  folly,  and  cries 
out  with  pain,  hut  still  he  does  not  leave  the  tree. 
Tn  other  words,  one  mav  know  a  thinij  to  he  wrf)nji, 
vet  one  continues  to  do  it. 

"  llnaho  pi  xete  a  xete  "  --^  ''  \  chijt  of  the  old 
hlock,"  or  '■  The  voun.L'  l)ird  is  like  the  old  one." 
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'■  l*'i(i'k<'  ni'  ;iu.i  '"  Tin-  -wallow  s|)i'n(|.-  \\\s  tiriic 
tl\iii;z  Kiiiml  and  uiiihI  a  ticc  winch  hrais  iimn]  Innt. 
luit  (jiit's  not  cat.  uliil-t  other  hinl  iic  'iijoyiiit;  the 
fruit.  T'"-  idea  IS  that  the  swallow  i<  a?i  (Miihlein  ot 
the  l)ns\l)odv.  one  who  uast('s  hi.s  time  on  ust-less 
trillc:-.  Iiiit  neglects  his  own  duties. 

Kuie  wt'tcsiji  hneiiL'odraie  "  literallv  "  Tlirow 
a  .star  up  to  the  sky."  or  "(iivc  to  hiiii  who  has 
jilnindance,"  or  "  Send  coals  to  Newcastle." 

.\se  hi'  kiiie  la  doliiio  "  literallv  "  The  voiitivr 
lianana  le.it  is  torn."  The  tender  leaves  of  the  banana 
tree  are  necessary  in  the  cookitif^  of  an  ""  itra,"  hut 
if  torn  tliev  are  almost  useless.  Hence  the  proverb 
implies  that  a  certain  thinj;  is  done  and  cannot  lie 
undone,  and  there  is  nothinij  more  to  he  said  ahout  it. 
Whv  crv  over  spilled  milk." 

.\te  ko  kuli  laka  kuliii  "  literallv  "  The  dos 
knows  that  his  place  is  outside  th(>  house."  ( )ft('n 
<lurin<:  a  (luarrel.  when  the  vampiished  one  doe-'  not 
venture  to  approach  the  house  occupied  bv  liis  eneiiiv 
lie  nia\'  be  taunted  bv  the  proverb.  "'  The  doif  knows  he 
has  to  remain  outside." 

■■  Tha  hmo  a  ijtde  i  Cicieti  me  Kucahlu,  oni  kete 
'ji  tie  (je '  "  =  "  The  tea  kettlo  would  bo  a  fool  to  call 
the  .saucej)aii  l)lack."  The  kingfisher  (Cicieti)  and  the 
bird  (■■  Kucahlu  ")  would  be  fools  to  call  each  other 
"  long  beak."  .seeing  that  the  beak  of  the  one  is  about 
as  long  as  that  of  the  other. 

I  wenge  i  siapala,  ca  ate  fefu  a  tro  hnageje  ee. 
nge  fa  ate  fefa  a  tro  hele])u  ee."  This  proverb  depicts 
two  men  on  a  fishing  raft,  one  paddling  seaward,  and 
the  other  towards  the  shore.  It  is  frequentlv  a})plied 
to  a  man  and  wife  living  at  loggerheads. 

"  Mele  kc")  umane  ze  "   corresponds  with  our  proverb 
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'I'lit'io  arc  Miorc  tisli  in  tlu'  sea.  "  etc  It  is  oftoii 
(juotod  to  a  motluT  who  has  lost  her  child  ;  the  idea 
i)eing  that  as  the  iiiothcr  still  lives  she  iiiav  have  more 
children. 

Isa  .xote  tluMige  wen  diiin  "  -  A  man  goes  after  his 
own  bread-fruit.  Should  a  man's  fruit  tree  extend 
its  liranches  over  a  neighbour's  plantation,  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  trespa.ss  so  far  a.s  to  gather  his  own 
fruit.  This  proveib  is  often  used  of  visitors  claiming 
the  hospitality  of  one  of  their  own  tribe  wlio  has 
married,  or  settled  in  another  tribe. 

Me  ("»  kfl  lai.  nge  qa  sha  kil  la  "  "  P^ach  countiv 
has  its  own  methods."  Literallv  "  Vou  thus  we 
thus,"  a  eonuiion  retoit  when  any  .stranger  suggested 
a  ilitTerent  way  of  doing  a  thing. 

-Mune  lie  wenge  pe  he  "  literally  "  the  remains 
of  a  fishing  raft."  Instead  of  speaking  of  a  voung 
woman  who  has  not  married  as  an  "  old  maid,"  or 
as  "  being  on  the  shelf.  "  she  was  compared  with  the 
piece  of  wood  that  might  be  left  unused  after  the  con- 
struction of  a  fishing  raft. 

Dohno  ne  temen  "  "  Two  strings  to  his  bow." 
it  is  commonly  a])plied  to  a  young  tnan  who  is  en- 
gaged to  more  than  one  girl. 

Iletru  i  folofolowieti."  This  is  spoken  in  ridicule 
of  one  eating  heartily  on  the  eve  of  a  publi'  feast,  and 
can  be  a])plied  to  any  unprotital)le  undertaking. 
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